
SEN. LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO  
RECEIVE LEGISLATOR 
OF THE YEAR AWARD 

The Massachusetts Bar 
Association will honor State 
Sen. Lydia Edwards with its 
Legislator of the Year Award 
at the MBA Annual Dinner 
on Thursday, May 7, at the 
Westin Boston Seaport Dis-
trict, 425 Summer St., Bos-
ton. The award recognizes 
state or federal legislators 
who have distinguished 
themselves in public service 
through outstanding contri-
butions to the legal profes-
sion, courts and administra-
tion of justice.

Edwards is a career advo-
cate, activist, and voice on 
behalf of society’s most vul-
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Town council 
looks at plans for 
250 celebration

State Sen. Lydia Edwards

By Adam Swift

Town officials are look-
ing at ways to celebrate the 
250th Anniversary Celebra-
tion of America this July, 
possibly in conjunction 
with the Tall Ships coming 
to Boston.

“We have a meeting 
scheduled with MWRA to 
discuss upcoming plans 
for the arrival of the Tall 
Ships in July 2026,” stated 
Town Manager Tony Mari-
no in his most recent report 
to the town council. “We 
have some plan ideas from 
the last time the Tall Ships 
came to Boston, and we will 
coordinate with MWRA to 
ensure we take full advan-
tage of their prime viewing 
location at Deer Island. We 
are also looking for ideas 
to host a 250th Anniversary 
Celebration of America in 
Winthrop.”

Marino said he and Town 
Council President Jim Let-
terie were discussing the 
possibility of hosting an 

event from July 11 to 16 
to coincide with the Tall 
Ships’ visit to Boston and 
were looking for a few town 
councilors to volunteer to 
help with ideas, community 
outreach, and event plan-
ning. 

In other business in his 
report, Marino stated that 
the next update meeting on 
the Revere Street TIPS proj-
ect will be held on Saturday, 
April 4 at 9 a.m. at the Se-
nior Center. 

“This meeting will in-
clude a review of work 
progress to date and what to 
expect as we enter the final 
phase of this project,” Mari-
no stated.

Marino also provided an 
update on the new fire sta-
tion project.

“With the Old Middle 
School and Auditorium 
work now complete, we 
are working on getting the 
stormwater pipes moved to 
accommodate the new fire 

See 250 CELEBRATION Page 2

School committee provides 
update on teachers’ 
contract negotiations

By Adam Swift

On Wednesday, March 
18, the Winthrop School 
Committee held a Special 
Meeting to present a com-
prehensive counterproposal 
to the Winthrop Teachers 
Association (WTA), aimed 
at advancing ongoing col-
lective bargaining negotia-
tions. The proposal would 
increase staff wages by 
$2.6 million and benefits 
by $468,000 over the next 
3 years. The presentation 
outlined a path forward that 
addresses the Union's top 
priorities while maintaining 
the fiscal stability mandated 
by the community’s recent 
override. 

Throughout the negotia-
tion process, the Commit-

tee has recognized the core 
priorities identified by the 
WTA: increased compen-
sation for veteran teachers, 
improved wages for ESPs, 
and the establishment of 
paid parental leave. 

While both parties agree 
that staff deserve compet-
itive compensation, the 
School Committee is fo-
cused on balancing that pri-
ority with the district's bud-
get constraints. The WTA’s 
March 4, 2026 proposals 
would increase spending 
by more than $3.78 million 
across all units over the first 
three years, in addition to 
more than $1.5 million in 
expanded benefits. 

Town Council President 

See NEGOTIATIONS Page 3

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Winthrop Charities hosted a 
Murder Mystery Dinner Fund-
raiser Saturday night at the 
Winthrop Yacht Club.
Pictured above are the cast 
members of the show with 
Debbie Oliver (far left).
In the photo (right) is Mass. 
Hall of Fame football coach 
Tony  Fucillo and his daughter, 
Jenny Fucillo Golic. 

In the photo (left) are Olympic 
gold medalist Mike Eruzione 
with Jayne Cleary and Cheryl 
Douglas. 
In the photo (below) are Jill 
Callinan (seated) and Jess 
Hurley, Jennifer Reth, Nina 
Hollien, Jessica Upton, John 
Hurley, Sunday Reth, Zach 
Brennan, and Ashley Brennan.
See more photos on Page 6.
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250th Celebration //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

station structure,” he stated. 
“Plan design continues, and 
we will hold a public hear-
ing on the design in early 
April 2026; date and time to 
be announced soon.”

The DPW was also able to 
complete more of the coast-
al dune at Yirrell Beach in 
the past several weeks than 
was originally reported ear-
lier this month.

“The DPW was able to 
complete approximately 

500 linear feet of Coastal 
Dune at Yirrell Beach,” Ma-
rino stated. “We will set up 
another meeting in the next 
few weeks with the neigh-
bors who have staircases 
down to the beach to plan 
and identify the five entry 
points authorized in our 
Beach Management Plan. 
We are working with a ven-
dor to get the plantings in-
stalled on the coastal dune 
before April 1, 2026.”

Marino said the town 
plans to install additional 
coastal dune materials after 
Labor Day and finish the 
project next February or 
March.

Marino said that work 
continues on the new dis-
patch center for the Metro 
North Regional Emergen-
cy Communications Center 
(MNRECC) at the McKin-
ley School in Revere. 

“The MNRECC portion 
of this project will be $19 
Million dollars,” Marino 
stated. “MNRECC will ap-
ply for grant monies for the 
coming fiscal year (FY27), 
apply for a bond for the re-
maining portion of the proj-
ect, and then apply for State 
911 grant funding to cover 
the yearly principal and in-
terest payments. This work 
and the new dispatch center 
will host our dispatch ser-
vices for Revere, Winthrop, 
and, most recently, Chel-
sea.”

The town manager said 
the State 911 has assured the 
region that they are commit-
ted to the project, and that 
the town anticipates long-
term savings with the addi-
tion of Chelsea and, hope-
fully, other communities to 
the regional dispatch center. 

News Brief //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WINTHROP POLICE BLOTTER
ler St.

0949: Officers executing 
a search warrant at a Gov-
ernors Park apartment ar-
rested a person on a charge 
of illegal possession of a 
Class B controlled narcotic 
substance with intent to dis-
tribute.

1754: An officer ordered 
the owner of a motor vehi-
cle blocking a driveway on 
Cutler St. to move the vehi-
cle.

1822: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shirley 
St. and arrested the opera-
tor for the criminal offenses 
of: trafficking in more than 
18 grams, but less than 36 
grams, of heroin; and illegal 
possession of cocaine with 
intent to distribute. The ve-
hicle was towed.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
0705: A repossession  

company reported the repo 
of a motor vehicle.

0903: The Animal Con-
trol Officer responded to a 
report of a person being bit-
ten by a dog at Beacon Cir-
cle. The officer went to the 
home of the dog’s owner.

1852: An officer ordered 
the owner of a motor vehi-
cle blocking a driveway on 
Nevada St. to move the ve-
hicle.

2216: A repossession 
company reported the repo 
of a motor vehicle.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
0101: An officer direct-

ed a person playing music 
loudly in their residence on 
Hermon St. to turn it down 
for the night.

0507: Officers returned to 
the residence on Hermon St. 
where music was playing 
loudly. The officer filed a 
report.

1353: An officer respond-
ed to a minor motor vehicle 
accident at Winthrop and 
Centre sts. The officer filed 
a report. 

1451: A tow company re-

ported the trespass tow of a 
motor vehicle from Gover-
nors Park.

1818: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Veter-
ans Rd. for the civil moving 
infraction of speeding. The 
officer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

1847: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a red light violation. 
The officer issued a citation 
to the operator.

2028: An employee at 
Energy to Go on Shirley St. 
reported being assaulted by 
persons who took off on two 
motor vehicles. The officer 
filed a report.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
0049: An officer issued a 

parking ticket to a box truck 
parked on Ocean View St.

0814: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of making an improper 
turn. The officer issued a ci-
tation to the operator.

0903: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pauline 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of excessive win-
dow tint. The officer gave a 
verbal warning to the oper-
ator, who said they had just 
purchased the vehicle and 
will have the issue correct-
ed.

1121: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Walden 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

1608: A report of traffic 
signs on the ground at High-
land and Crest Aves. was re-
ferred to the DPW.

1709: An officer issued a 
parking ticket to a vehicle in 
French Sq.

1723: A Revere St. res-
ident reported that a motor 
vehicle had struck a retain-
ing wall and fled the scene. 
The officer filed a report.

2129: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Revere 

St. for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

2148: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of operating without 
headlights after dark. The 
officer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

2252: An officer dis-
persed persons in a motor 
vehicle from Hannaford 
Park, which is closed after 
dark.

2321: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of an equipment vi-
olation. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
0057: An officer stopped 

a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of speeding. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

0133: An officer issued 
parking tickets to four vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Revere St.

0339: An officer issued 
parking tickets to five vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Bowdoin St.

1111: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle at Main and 
Paine Sts. for the civil mov-
ing infraction of making an 
illegal left turn. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator, who had just 
moved to town and was un-
aware of the left turn prohi-
bition.

1551: Custodial employ-
ees reported vandalism at 
the high school that had oc-
curred overnight. The mat-
ter was referred to Officer 
Carter.

1708: An officer stopped 
a moped without registra-
tion plates on Morton St. 
The officer allowed the 
operator to drive it to his 
home, but advised him 
that the next time it will be 
towed if the vehicle is not 
registered.
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nerable. She was raised all 
over the world by her mili-
tary mom but chose to make 
East Boston her home.

Prior to being elected to 
the State Senate and Bos-
ton City Council, Edwards 
worked extensively in the 
legal field. She worked as 
a public interest attorney 
with Greater Boston Legal 
Services, focusing on labor 
issues such as fighting for 
access to unemployment 
insurance, back wages, and 
fair treatment for domestic 
workers, and combating hu-
man trafficking.

Edwards coordinated a 
statewide campaign to pass 
the Domestic Workers Bill 
of Rights — and she won. 
Following the bill’s pas-
sage, she was named Bos-

tonian of the Year, Honor-
able Mention, by the Boston 
Globe. In February 2023, 
Edwards was named chair 
of the Joint Housing Com-
mittee and led the passage 
of the Affordable Homes 
Act, which included policies 
like eviction record-sealing, 
accessory dwelling units as 
a right for homeowners, the 
creation of a Fair Housing 
Office, and $5.4 billion in 
bonds to address Massachu-
setts’ housing crisis.

In March 2025, for the 
194th legislative session, 
she was named chair of the 
Joint Committee on the Ju-
diciary, overseeing matters 
related to crimes, penalties, 
sentencing, criminal re-
cords, judicial appointments 
and court administration.

In addition to her role as 
a state senator, she serves as 
a captain in the Massachu-
setts National Guard, work-
ing as a judge advocate gen-
eral, where she addresses 
military legal matters. 

“As chair of the Joint 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
Sen. Edwards has brought 
the same commitment to 
fairness and justice that 
defined her much-herald-
ed work as a legal aid at-
torney,” said MBA Chief 
Legal Counsel and Chief 
Operating Officer Martin 
W. Healy. “We are proud to 
present her with the MBA’s 
Legislator of the Year Award 
in recognition of her selfless 
service to the people of this 
commonwealth.” 

The Half Cookie, Bakehouse and Espresso Bar located at Michaels Mall held its grand opening 
this past Saturday.shown are  owners Danielle Velez, Manuel  Velez, daughters Audrey, Olivia, 
with town dignitaries Senator Lydia Edwards, Rep Jeff Turco , Council President Jim Letterie, 
Councilors Kim Dimes, Kurt Millar, chamber members Justin Kopec and Chamber President 
Sheryl Queen. We wish you much success. Welcome to Winthrop. 

THE HALF COOKIE, BAKEHOUSE AND ESPRESSO 
BAR  OPENS IN MICHAELS MALL

The following incident re-
ports are among the calls to 
which the Winthrop Police 
Department responded on 
the listed dates. The log is 
a public record and avail-
able for review. All persons 
who are arrested or charged 
with a crime are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

SUNDAY, MARCH 1
0728: A Fairview St. res-

ident came into the station 
to show a video of a person 
opening the doors of their 
motor vehicle and search-
ing the inside of the vehicle 
with a flashlight on the pre-
vious night. The officer filed 
a report.

1057: A resident came 
into the station to report 
ongoing fraud and identi-
ty theft involving his bank 
account. The officer filed a 
report.

1136: A Coral Ave. res-
ident came into the station 
to report that her vehicle 
was struck by a hit-and-run 
operator. An officer went to 
the scene and observed a 
parked vehicle with match-
ing damage. The officer 
contacted the owner of that 
vehicle, who was out of 

state and who denied that 
anyone had been operating 
their vehicles. The officer 
filed a report.

1207: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main 
St. for the civil moving in-
fractions of speeding and a 
number plate violation. The 
officer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

1535: An officer directed 
the owner of a motor vehi-
cle parked on the sidewalk 
on Sagamore Ave. to move 
the vehicle.

2100: An officer direct-
ed a person playing music 
loudly in their residence on 
Hermon St. to turn it down.

MONDAY, MARCH  2
0807: A report of a pit 

bull roaming on Shirley 
St. and defecating without 
anyone cleaning it up was 
referred to the Animal Con-
trol Officer.

0940: An officer ordered 
a tow for a motor vehicle 
with a registration revoked 
for insurance cancellation 
on Pauline St.

1233: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Hillside 
Ave. for the civil moving in-
fractions of a number plate 
violation and operating an 

unregistered motor vehicle. 
The officer followed the 
vehicle to the owner’s res-
idence and ordered it to be 
parked in the driveway. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

1814: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tions of a lights violation 
and operating an unregis-
tered motor vehicle. The of-
ficer gave a verbal warning 
to the operator for the lights 
violation, but issued a cita-
tion to the owner of the ve-
hicle, a rental car company, 
for the unregistered vehicle 
violation. The operator of 
the vehicle was allowed to 
drive the vehicle back to the 
car rental company at Logan 
Airport to switch vehicles.

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
0217: An officer issued 

parking tickets to vehicles 
without resident parking 
stickers on Revere St.

0701: An officer issued a 
parking ticket to a vehicle 
parked in a handicapped 
spot on Cutler St.

0736: An officer issued a 
parking ticket to a vehicle 
parked in the No Parking 
Here to Corner area on Cut-
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Negotiations //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	   PRICE   
Richmond, Ian Abraham	 Iannaccone Robert W Est	 1 Seal Harbor Rd #415	 $543,000
Mccarty, Matthew B	 Kennedy, John J	 2 Deane Ave	 $884,000
Surdel, Nicholas	 Hayes, Diane G	 3 Seal Harbor Rd #137	 $670,000
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Jim Letterie was on hand 
to provide an overview of 
the town’s budget and the 
fiscal framework in which 
the Committee is working. 
The School Committee 
has reiterated that any new 
agreement must maintain 
long-term district stability 
without jeopardizing cur-
rent staffing levels or stu-
dent programs. 

The Committee present-
ed its counterproposals 
across the nearly 58 items 
currently under negotiation, 
including: 

Annual Salary Increas-
es: Three distinct salary 
advancement options were 
proposed for both the ESP 
and Teacher units with an 
emphasis on the top steps, 
where 50-70% of staff will 
be over the course of the 
contract.  

Paid Parental Leave: A 
new, district-funded paid 
parental leave benefit that 
includes both birthing and 
non-birthing parents.  

On its website, the School 
Committee has published 
a detailed presentation out-
lining the current propos-
als, the financial parame-
ters of the district budget, 
frequently asked questions, 
and the structural impact of 
the recent override. 

Community members are 
encouraged to review the 
full informational deck and 
track the status of negoti-
ations by visiting: https://
www.winthrop.k12.ma.us/
about/school-committee/
collective-bargaining 

The Committee will con-
tinue to share updates as 
negotiations progress and 
remains committed to fre-
quent meetings with the 
Union to move the process 
forward. 

The School Committee 
expressed appreciation for 
the community’s continued 
engagement throughout the 
negotiation process. 

The WTA provided a 
statement in response to the 

school committee’s update 
on the negotiations.

“The WTA's goals re-
main the same as it has been 
for the past year. The fact is 
that we need to reach fair 
agreements as soon as pos-
sible,” the statement read. 
“We are now 200 plus days 
without a new contract. 
We have educators in our 
school making little more 
than $20,000 per year. We 
have a parental leave policy 
that is negligible, and is un-
fair for many new parents. 
Too many teachers are leav-
ing Winthrop every year for 
other districts that pay vet-
eran teachers higher wages. 

“We've presented the 
School Committee with a 
path towards settling our 
contracts, and we will con-
tinue to work with them to 
address these issues. We 
are committed to put in the 
work to settle a contract that 
our schools and members 
deserve.” 

Special to the Transcript

The ocean waters off 
southern New England 
continue to see high North 
Atlantic right whale activ-
ity, with the New England 
Aquarium documenting 
over a quarter of the popu-
lation in the last six weeks.

Scientists in the Aquari-
um’s Anderson Cabot Cen-
ter for Ocean Life regularly 
conduct aerial surveys south 
of Martha’s Vineyard and 
Nantucket to collect data 
on whales, dolphins, turtles, 
and other marine species. 
The team flew six surveys 
in this area between Feb. 5 
and March 18 and photo-

graphed over 115 unique 
right whales during that 
period, collaborating with 
another aerial survey team 
at the NOAA Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center to 
document the aggregation. 
Right whales can be indi-
vidually identified through 
unique markings on their 
heads called callosities, 
which are visible in the pho-
tographs researchers cap-
ture and match to images 
in the North Atlantic Right 
Whale Catalog. On the 
March 2 survey flight alone, 
observers sighted over 70 
right whales, marking the 
highest number of individ-
ual right whales the New 

England Aquarium has pho-
tographed in a single day 
since it began survey flights 
here in 2011. The scientists 
noted that the whales were 
likely feeding deep below 
the surface, which indicates 
that food may be abundant 
south of Massachusetts, es-
pecially in the Nantucket 
Shoals area.

“Seeing this many right 
whales in one area has been 
incredibly exciting for our 
team and marks one of the 
busiest seasons we’ve ever 
had,” said Katherine McK-
enna, an Associate Scientist 
on the aerial survey team. 
“Our recent surveys high-
light the Nantucket Shoals 

as an important habitat for 
a significant portion of the 
population.”

Most of the document-
ed right whales are adults, 
which is typical for this time 
of year in southern New En-
gland. Of the 31 adult fe-
males seen, 17 are known to 
be calving females. Among 
them was “Calvin” (Cata-
log #2223), a 34-year-old 
female who the Aquarium 
sighted last year in the same 
survey area. Calvin illus-
trates the resiliency of this 
critically endangered spe-
cies: She was orphaned as 
an 8-month-old calf, has en-
dured eight entanglements 
in fishing gear, and has giv-
en birth to four calves of her 
own.

Another notable whale 
seen this past month is “the 
Irish whale” who made 
headlines in 2025. This 
right whale, who hasn’t yet 
been entered into the North 
Atlantic Right Whale Cata-
log, was first sighted in Ire-
land in 2024 and then again 
in Cape Cod Bay last year. 

The most recent sighting 
marks just one of the few 
times researchers have ever 
documented it.

The winter/spring sea-
son is the peak time of year 
for right whale sightings in 
southern New England wa-
ters.

“We have seen right 
whales in southern New 
England waters year after 
year, and they are extreme-
ly vulnerable to fishing 
gear entanglements and 
vessel strikes,” said Orla 
O’Brien, Research Scientist 
in the Aquarium’s Anderson 
Cabot Center who leads the 
aerial surveys. “This area 
has seasonal fishing re-
strictions in place, yet right 
whales still face risks from 
vessel strikes without man-
datory speed restrictions to 
protect them.”

The Aquarium’s February 
aerial surveys triggered a 
dynamic management area 
(DMA) or voluntary Slow 
Zone, which urges mariners 
to slow down to 10 knots 
or less to prevent collisions 

with whales, and repeated 
sightings have extended 
the DMA. The latest DMA 
is in effect until March 27, 
one of several active volun-
tary slow zones from Mas-
sachusetts to Maryland due 
to right whale sightings. 
Alongside entanglement in 
fishing gear, vessel strikes 
are one of the leading caus-
es of injuries and deaths for 
this species, which numbers 
about 380 individuals, mak-
ing it critical that vessels 
slow down to the recom-
mended speed.

The New England Aquar-
ium is a nonprofit research 
and conservation organiza-
tion that has protected and 
cared for our ocean and 
marine animals for more 
than 55 years. We provide 
science-based solutions and 
help shape policies that cre-
ate measurable change to 
address threats the ocean 
faces. We inspire action 
through discovery and help 
create engaged, resilient 
communities.

One quarter of North Atlantic right whale population seen in southern New England waters in last six weeks

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM, UNDER NMFS PERMIT #25739

Several North Atlantic right whales in a surface active group on Feb. 28, 2026. 
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10 years ago
March 26, 2016
The Board of Health has 

ramped up its regulations 
pertaining to the keeping of 
chickens and bees and plans 
to present them to the town's 
Ordinance Review Com-
mittee for review. Board of 
Health member Tracy Hon-
an spent most of the time on 
the regulations.

Representatives of the 
East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EBN-
HC) made an appearance 
at Monday night's School 
Committee meeting to dis-
cuss the possibility of es-
tablishing a clinic in the 
new high school/middle 
school. The clinic would 
be designed to provide 
comprehensive health care, 
physicals, immunizations, 
treatment for sports injuries, 
and to address behavioral is-
sues for students who attend 
the school. "The clinic that 
we recently opened at East 
Boston High School has 
been very successful," said 
EBNHC's Chief Medical 
Officer, Dr. Jackie Santis.

My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding 2 is playing at the Re-
vere Showcase Cinemas.

20 years ago
March 30, 2006
The School Commit-

tee voted 6-0 to approve 
a budget of $17,054,968. 
School Committee chair-
person Pat Milano said the 
budget, which still must 
be approved by the Town 
Council, will restore many 
of the cuts made in school 
programs over the past few 
years.

The School Committee 
gave high marks to School 
Supt. Mark Jenkins in its 
annual evaluation of the su-
perintendent.

The Winthrop CASA 
group will hold a public 
meeting at Town Hall Tues-
day to raise awareness of 
the dangers of underage 
drinking.

She’s The Man, Madea’s 
Family Reunion, and Ice 
Age: The Meltdown are 
playing at the Revere Show-
case Cinemas.

30 years ago
April 4, 1996
School Committee mem-

ber Gerald Ogus handily 
won election to the Board of 
Selectmen, receiving 1986 
votes to 395 for former se-
lectman Henry O’Connell 
and political newcomer 
Thomas Donovan in Mon-
day’s annual town election. 
Ogus will replace long-
time selectman Robert 
Noonan, who chose not to 
seek re-election. In the con-
test for School Committee, 
incumbent Nancy O’Mal-
ley topped the voting with 
1600 votes, but fellow in-
cumbent Steve Machcinski 
was defeated by newcomer 
Rick Roberts. Frank Daloia 
finished fourth. In the bat-
tle for Tree Warden, Dawn 
Osborne handily defeat-
ed incumbent John Dowd, 
1313-775. Town Clerk 
Paul Dawson reported that 
only 25.8 percent of voters 
turned out for the town elec-
tion.

Winthrop State Rep. Rob-
ert DeLeo has indicated he 
will be supporting Ways and 
Means Chairman Thom-
as Fineran for the post of 
Speaker of the House over 
Chelsea State Rep. Rich-
ard A. Voke, the Majority 
Leader. DeLeo and Fineran 
were classmates at Boston 
Latin High School. Voke 
reportedly has the support 
of a majority of Democrats, 
but Fineran may be able to 
obtain the support of House 
Republicans to defeat Voke.

Police Chief Thomas 
Shamshak has interviewed 
candidates for the nine open 
spots in the Police Dept. 
The vacancies were created 
because of members of the 
department leaving Win-
throp for other cities and 
towns that pay more than 
Winthrop. Lieut. Mike Mc-
Manus, Sgt. Joe Ryan, and 
Fr. Don Milligan assisted 
Shamshak in the interview 
process.

Oliver and Company, 
Sgt. Bilko, and Fargo are 
playing at the Revere Show-
case Cinemas.

40 years ago
April 9, 1986
A low turnout and no sur-

prises marked Monday’s an-
nual town election. Incum-
bent selectman Ron Vecchia 
with 1683 votes easily de-
feated challengers John Van 
Dalinda, a former selectman 
(564 votes), and Richard 
DiMento (458 votes). In 
other contests, Noel Bolger 
won election to the Board of 
Assessors, defeating Dan-
iel R. McCarthy, and Rick 
Lombardi defeated Robert 
DeBonis for a seat on the 
Planning Board.

Two men in a blue sedan 
committed an armed rob-
bery with a knife at the Tex-
aco station at 9 p.m. April 1. 
The very next day, the same 
gas station was hit again by 
an armed robbery, this time 
with the robber carrying a 
handgun.

The Money Pit, Pretty in 
Pink, and Down and Out in 
Beverly Hills are playing at 
the Revere Showcase Cine-
mas.

50 years ago
April 7, 1976
Incumbent selectman 

Dick Dimes turned back a 
strong challenge by Arthur 
Cayon to win re-election 
by a vote of  2777-2194 in 
Monday’s annual town elec-
tion. In the School Com-
mittee contest, incumbents 
Richard Gill and Roland 
Fluet both were re-elected.

Tony Barrasso of 46 Bart-
lett Parkway is the new Ex-
alted Ruler of the local Elks.

Bishop Thomas V. Daily 
will confirm a class of 227 
eighth grade boys and girls 
at St. John the Evangelist 
Church on April 9.

School Committeeman 
Donald Clayman has crit-
icized the budget released 
by Gov. Michael Dukakis 
which reduces Chapter 70 
funding for local schools, 
with  Winthrop seeing a cut 
from $1,224,863 to a new 
figure of $829,50.

Police Sgt. Angelo La-
Monica, who was off-duty 
at the time, thwarted a rob-
bery at Rand’s Jewelers in 
the Centre Thursday night 

when LaMonica heard the 
sound of breaking glass and 
notified the police station. 
He then took off after the 
suspects in his own vehicle.

A group of WHS ju-
niors and seniors is headed 
to France this week for a 
school trip.

Young Frankenstein is 
playing at the Kincade The-
atre.

60 years ago
April 7, 1966
Town Meeting appointed 

two study committees at its 
fourth session Monday eve-
ning, one to study a town 
manager form of govern-
ment, the other to study the 
creation of an executive sec-
retary position to the Board 
of Selectmen.

Bright and industrious 
WHS junior Steve Martinez 
has won first place in the an-
nual Winthrop High Science 
Fair with his project, Modu-
lation of Light by Sound.

A press release from the 
Bermuda Dept. of Tourism 
reports that Linda Finestone 
of Winthrop, a student at 
Boston University, is among 
the thousands of U.S. col-
lege students enjoying Ber-
muda College Weeks from 
March 20-April 17.

Ursula Andress stars in 
She at the Winthrop The-
atre.

70 years ago
April 5, 1956
In an unprecedented 

session of Town Meeting 
Wednesday night, members 
managed to act on only two 
of the 64 articles remaining 
from the original 94-arti-
cle town warrant because 
of heated discussion on the 
matters regarding the re-
location and laying out of 
Walden St., and its accep-
tance as a town way, and 
related articles pertaining 
to its use and zoning. The 
debate took up the entire 
session, with the heart of 
the issue being whether the 
town should appropriate the 
$40,000 needed to construct 
the road, which would run 
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CLIMATE NEWS JUST KEEPS 

GETTING WORSE

A little while back, we wrote in this space that it seemed 
likely that climate change would accelerate even beyond 
scientists’ worst-case scenarios. It was clear -- even to 
non-scientists such as ourselves -- that the negative effects 
on our environment caused by climate change were creat-
ing a positive feedback loop: global warming causes dam-
age, which in turn causes more warming.

For example, as the tundra in the Arctic regions thaws, 
it releases methane and carbon (which had been trapped 
in the frozen earth for thousands of years) into the atmo-
sphere, which then makes the planet even warmer, and thus 
leads to even faster thawing of the tundra. 

Similarly, as the world’s glaciers begin to melt at the 
poles, this process leads to even more warming of the 
oceans (because the exposed darker oceans absorb more 
solar heat), which in turn leads to even more ice-melt. 

In short, it was only common sense, we wrote at the time, 
that these positive feedback loops inevitably would speed 
up the process of climate change.

Well, last week, amidst the news of a record-warm win-
ter in Colorado, the record-shattering heat wave in Califor-
nia, and the record floods in Hawaii, it was reported that 
scientists seem to have reached a consensus that climate 
change is indeed accelerating faster than expected.

Some scientists had predicted that climate change would 
result in this sort of crazy weather. We remember a column 
written by the great New York Times writer Thomas Fried-
man almost 20 years ago in which he interviewed a climate 
scientist who said that “global warming” (which was the 
catchall phrase back then) was a bit of a misnomer.

Rather, Friedman’s expert put another term on it -- “glob-
al weirding” -- to describe how the effects of climate change 
would pop up in ways that would prove to be completely 
beyond what humankind ever had experienced.

Friedman wrote: “I prefer the term ‘global weirding,’ 
coined by Hunter Lovins, co-founder of the Rocky Moun-
tain Institute, because the rise in average global tempera-
ture is going to lead to all sorts of crazy things — from 
hotter heat spells and droughts in some places, to colder 
cold spells and more violent storms, more intense flooding, 
forest fires and species loss in other places.”

According to last week’s Times, this prediction is exactly 
what has come to pass, according to another expert:

“Things are getting really outside of what humans have 
ever seen,” said Friederike Otto, a professor of climate sci-
ence at Imperial College London. “Almost every part of the 
world is experiencing these extreme events.”

This is all bad enough, but there is no indication that the 
world’s carbon emissions, which are responsible for cli-
mate change, are declining. Although carbon emissions in 
the United States have been flat for the past 25 years, emis-
sions worldwide have doubled and continue to grow each 
and every year, driven by rapid industrialization elsewhere. 
The U.S. could become carbon-neutral tomorrow and it 
would only make a small dent -- about 16 percent -- in re-
ducing global emissions.

In short, the most recent climate news brings to mind 
the title of a 1987 song by R.E.M. The song has nothing to 
do with climate change, but seems appropriate for what is 
coming: “It’s the end of the world as we know it.”
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BOB TRAV AND 
OBAMACARE

Dear Editor,
As April 13th approach-

es, the Commonwealth pre-
pares to celebrate one of the 
most important and histor-
ically meaningful legisla-
tion in Massachusett’s his-
tory, specifically the 2006 
groundbreaking landmark 
healthcare law, officially 
known as Chapter 58 and 
its Health Connector, and 
which has become known at 
the federal level and univer-
sally as Obamacare.

At the time I was busy at 
the State House, engaged 
with Transportation issues, 
and remember the intense 
activity concerned with the 
proposed healthcare law 
which seemed to   override 
all other issues. Senator Ted 
Kennedy was putting pres-
sure on the legislature to 
pass the bill to be the foun-
dation of the federal version 
of the law, while a host of 
state legislators were debat-
ing over the final version 
of the State Law when the 
Senate President, Robert 
Travaglini representing East 
Boston, Revere and Win-
throp, took personal com-

mand of the historic issue, 
gave it the highest legisla-
tive priority and oversaw 
every aspect of the bill’s 
approval process up to and 
including Governor Mitt 
Romney’s signature.

There will surely be 
many notable and deserv-
ing dignitaries present at the 
April13 Faneuil Hall event 
celebrating 20 years of the 
landmark Massachusetts 
healthcare law. None will 
be more deserving than for-
mer Senate President Rob-
ert Travaglini, Obamacare’s 
savior.

Thank you.
John Vitagliano

ON CONTRACT 
NEGOTIATIONS

Dear Editor,
 I am writing this letter 

as a means of sharing infor-
mation with Winthrop res-
idents regarding the ongo-
ing contract negotiation for 
members of the Winthrop 
Teachers Association. 

At the time of print, mem-
bers of the Winthrop Teach-
ers Association members 
will have worked more than 
150 days without a contract. 
Some progress has been 

made but other differences 
have yet to be resolved.

 Facts you should know:
- The override last spring 

was not for teacher wages/
increases, but to keep the 
schools only level funded to 
cover the cost of running the 
schools

-Winthrop Public Schools 
are ranked 218th out of 219 
districts across Massachu-
setts for teacher retention. 
New teachers are learning 
how to be great teachers 
and then taking their skills 
to other districts for more 
money/better benefits and 
are unable to afford to live 
and work in Winthrop

- Currently some of our 
ESP( education support per-
sonnel) are making  $21,000 
per school year while work-
ing to help our most vul-
nerable students, and the 
highest earning ESP making 
$35,700(with a Bachelor 
Degree). The most recent 
proposal from the school 
committee would have Win-
throp ESPs paid 18% lower 
than any other surrounding 
district.

-Surrounding school 
districts provide( or will 
provide soon) at least two 
weeks of paid parental 

leave following the birth of 
a child, Winthrop provides 
zero paid days.

 As a Winthrop home-
owner and tax payer, I 
understand that the town 
budget is limited by its size 
and lack of commercial in-
come, but my concern for 
our students are drawn from 
the published comments in 
the Winthrop Pilot of Jim 
Letterie, the Town Council 
President, basically telling 
teachers that we can find 
work in other school dis-
tricts if we don’t like it here. 
No other union - Police, 
Fire, Town Hall Employees 
- in Winthrop appear to be 
treated with such disrespect 
when it comes to bargain-
ing.

I’m writing because of 
my heartfelt concern that 
many good teachers — in 
the absence of a meaningful 
pursuit of resolution — will 
take Mr. Letterie’s advice to 
heart. The children of Win-
throp deserve to learn in a 
respectful environment with 
teachers who feel valued 
and respected as well. 

Regards
Elizabeth Donovan

WMS Teacher
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Annie M. “Nancy” 
(Staunton) Kilmartin, 90, 
passed away peacefully in 
North Andover on March 
18, 2026, surrounded by the 
love of her family. Though 
she resided in North Ando-
ver most recently, Winthrop 
always remained her true 
home and the place closest 
to her heart.

Born June 12, 1935, in 
Galway, Ireland, Nancy was 
the beloved daughter of the 
late John and Mary (Kelly) 
Staunton. She immigrated 
to the United States as a 
teenager, carrying with her 
a deep pride in her Irish her-
itage that remained a defin-
ing part of her life.

Nancy was the beloved 
wife of the late John Kilmar-
tin, with whom she shared 
47 years of marriage. She 
was the devoted mother of 
John and his wife Adriana, 
Maureen and her husband 
James, Robert, Anne-Ma-
rie, and Kevin. She was the 
proud and loving grand-
mother of Stephanie, Mi-
chael, Brian, Elizabeth, 
Thomas, Jason, Grania, 
and Aidan, and cherished 
great-grandmother of Alex-
is. Nothing brought her 
greater happiness than her 
family. 

Nancy is also survived 
by her siblings, Andrew 
and his wife Dell, Maureen, 
Una and her husband Jer-
ry, Bridgit and her husband 
John, and Bernadette along 
with many nieces and neph-
ews and cousins in both the 
United States and Ireland.

Nancy worked for vari-
ous organizations through-
out her career including the 
Boston Police Department, 
MWRA, CRW Homecare. 
Later in life she returned to 
school, something she was 
very proud to have accom-
plished. She was an active 
member and daily commu-
nicant of St. John the Evan-
gelist for as long as possi-
ble. She was a long-time 
member of the Winthrop 
Catholic Womens Club, 
Friends of Belle Isle Marsh, 

and the Winthrop Historical 
Society, always giving her 
time generously and form-
ing lasting friendships.

Nancy had a wonderful 
sense of humor and a grate-
ful spirit. She was known 
for her warm laugh, her pos-
itive outlook, and her fre-
quent reminder that she al-
ways felt blessed. While she 
joked that cooking was not 
her favorite activity, she tru-
ly loved traveling and was 
fortunate to see the world, 
creating memories and sto-
ries she loved to share.

Above all else, Nancy 
will be remembered for her 
deep faith, her strength, her 
kindness, and the love she 
gave so freely to her family 
and friends. Her Irish roots, 
her resilience, and her joy-
ful spirit will remain a last-
ing legacy to all who knew 
her.

The funeral was con-
ducted from the Caggia-
no-O’Maley-Frazier Fu-
neral Home, Winthrop on 
Monday, March 23 fol-
lowed by a funeral mass 
in St. John the Evangelist 
Church. Services concluded 
with the interment in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, Malden.

Nancy’s family finds 
comfort in knowing she is 
reunited with her beloved 
John and those who went 
before her. Her life was 
a testament to faith, fam-
ily, gratitude, and quiet 
strength, and she will be 
deeply missed and forever 
remembered.

To sign the online guest-
book, go to www.caggiano-
funeralhome.com.

OBITUARIES
Annie “Nancy” Kilmartin
Her life was a testament to faith, family, 

gratitude, and quiet strength, and she will be 
deeply missed and forever remembered.

between Pauline and Lin-
coln Sts.

State Senator Andrew P. 
Quigley has filed a bill to es-
tablish a committee to study 
whether jet aircraft should 
be abolished at Logan Air-
port. Quigley said that the 
ever-increasing noise from 
jet aircraft is causing res-
idents from Winthrop and 
other surrounding areas to 
leave those communities.

More than 250 parishio-
ners of St. John the Evange-
list Church were on hand for 
the observance to honor the 
40th anniversary of the or-
dination into the priesthood 
of Msgr. Aloysius Finn, the 
church’s pastor.

The eighth dance of the 
season for teens sponsored 
by the Recreation Com-
mission will be held Fri-
day night in the junior high 
gymnasium.

Academy Award winner 
Anna Magnani and Burt 
Lancaster star in The Rose 
Tattoo at the Winthrop The-
atre.

80 years ago
April 4, 1946
Malvern Buchanan, 

chairman of the local Red 
Cross campaign, reports 
that the town has exceeded 
its quota of $6600 by $1700. 
He said that 61 percent of 
the funds raised will stay in 
the treasury of the Winthrop 
Red Cross chapter.

Gervaise “Gerry” Carlz is 
the new Exalted Ruler of the 
local Elks.

Ray Milland stars in The 
Lost Weekend at the Win-
throp and State Theatres.

90 years ago
March 28, 1936
Town Meeting members 

voted last week to pur-
chase the former Unitarian 
Church building on Her-
mon St. for $2000. Church 
members voted to donate 
the proceeds from the sale, 

after paying off the bal-
ance of $595 left on the 
mortgage, to the Winthrop 
Community Hospital and 
the Unitarian Society. They 
also voted to give the organ 
to the Masonic fraternity. 
Even though their church 
has been sold, members of 
the church will continue to 
meet in their homes.

Town Meeting members 
voted a loud, “No!” on the 
article that would have per-
mitted sports activities to 
be conducted on Sundays. 
Thus, local yachtsmen, 
golfers, tennis players, etc., 
presumably will be in viola-
tion of the town by-law.

Town Meeting appro-
priated $10,000 as Win-
throp’s share of the project 
to dredge the channels ap-
proaching the Cottage Park 
and Pleasant Park yacht 
clubs. The state will pay 75 
percent of the $40,000 to-
tal cost of the project. The 
fill from the dredging will 
be used at Ingleside Park, 
which for many years has 
been a problem  for the 
town because of its original 
swampy nature.

Town Meeting voted to 
delay for a year taking up 
the matter of an appropria-
tion for showers and locker 
room facilities for girls at 
the senior high school.

Paul Muni stars in The 
Louis Pasteur Story at the 
Winthrop and State The-
atres.

100 years ago
April 3, 1926
Palm Sunday was ob-

served fittingly at St. John 
the Evangelist Church, 
where the Rev. John T. 
O’Brien blessed palms be-
fore 7 a.m. and then gave 
Communion to 500 wor-
shippers at the 7 a.m. Mass. 
All subsequent masses were 
filled to capacity.

Firefighters subdued a fire 
in the Court Park home of 

State Rep. Edgar Power, but 
not before the blaze caused 
more than $5000 worth of 
damage. Rep. Power praised 
the quick work of firefight-
ers who raised a ladder to a 
second floor window to en-
able Power to retrieve some 
important papers.

Rudolph Valentino stars 
in Cobra at the Winthrop 
and Dream Theaters.

110 years ago
April 8, 1916
A man posing as a Secret 

Service agent tried to con-
vince the authorities at Ft. 
Banks that a German spy 
was in their midst. Howev-
er, the man soon was found 
out and was brought to the 
local police station, where 
he was kept for the night to 
sleep off his drunkenness. 
Judge Stewart found the 
man guilty of the crime of 
public drunkenness the next 
day and sentenced him to 10 
days in jail.

The Mass. Humane So-
ciety has honored former 
Tree Warden Millard Smith 
for his rescue this past 
Christmas of the two young 
Winthrop youths who were 
caught in a howling gale in 
the harbor and who became 
stranded on Apple Island.

A grass fire started by a 
group of boys almost en-
gulfed the Baptist Church 
before it was extinguished 
by the Fire Dept.

Charles Hatch, the pro-
prietor of the Winthrop 
Theatre, will hold a monster 
program next week to ob-
serve the first anniversary of 
the opening of his beautiful 
playhouse. Hatch initially 
purchased the Dream The-
atre at the Beach and now 
his $40,000 investment in 
the new theatre in the Cen-
tre has brought one of the 
best theatres of its kind in 
the state to our town.

120 years ago
April 7, 1906
The Quest and Question 

Club held its 14th meeting 
of the season at the home 
of Mrs. Hay on Crest Ave. 
Tuesday afternoon.  The 
club, the oldest in our town, 
is in its 12th year.

Preparations for the an-
nual Easter celebration are 
underway in the churches 
throughout Winthrop.

130 years ago
April 4, 1896
Easter services will be 

held in the town’s Unitarian, 
Methodist, Episcopal, and 
Catholic churches Sunday.

Fifteen new students 
were in attendance at the 
Pauline St. school when 
schoolhouses in the town 
reopened Monday.

The Whist Party at the 
War Veterans Hall Friday 
evening was a great success.

140 years ago
April 9, 1886
Sales of real estate at the 

Beach area have come to a 
standstill because of the un-
certainty over the sewage 
issue in that part of the town.

Mr. Frost reports that of 
the 40 students enrolled 
in the high school, only 
29 were in attendance last 
week because of colds.

Workmen digging up 
Hermon St. for a street proj-
ect last week were horrified 
to discover a human skel-
eton. Kitchen implements 
were found around the skel-
eton, which is believed to 
have been the remains of an 
Indian.

Mission Work in China 
was the theme of the Meth-
odist Society’s lecture Sun-
day evening.

The newly-formed Board 
of Health, whose members 
were elected at the last town 
election, have formulated 
their first official set of reg-
ulations.

By Adam Swift

The 2026-27 school bud-
get and the status of several 
district grants were the fo-
cal point of Monday night’s 
school committee meeting.

Superintendent of 
Schools Lisa Howard out-
lined the budget process for 
the coming weeks as the 
school committee subcom-
mittees get ready to meet 
on a proposed Fiscal Year 
2027 budget. She also dis-
cussed how the MBTA 3A 
Communities Act has and 
could continue to affect sev-
eral grants, including the 
21st Century Grant, which 
provides funding for after-
school student program-
ming in Winthrop.

“The preliminary pro-
jected budget is drafted and 
almost ready for the budget 
subcommittee to meet and 
discuss,” said Howard. “In 
this draft you will receive, 
all the salaries have been 
updated in terms of steps 
and lanes as we know of it 
right now. All the expenses 
have been reviewed and up-
dated.”

Howard said the district 
looked at the FY26 expen-
ditures and where the dis-
trict is looking at cost in-
creases for certain contracts 
has been updated.

“All of the new manda-
tory special education items 
such as staffing, tuition, 
transportation cost projec-
tions, service contracts, and 
general expenditures have 
also been updated,” said 
Howard.

One big factor in the 
budget revolves around the 
currently unresolved budget 
negotiations with four bar-
gaining units.

“Given the state of con-
tract negotiations not be-
ing settled right now for 
teachers, ESPs, nurses, and 
secretaries; similar to what 
we did in past years, we’ve 
created a contingency line 
with dollars in that contin-
gency line,” said Howard. 
“We will be updating that 
over the next couple of days 
based on our last offer to 
make sure that we are in 
line with what those in-
creases may be. We cannot 
put them in the salary line 
yet because we have not es-
tablished what those salary 
tables will look like, but we 
do have a projected figure, 
and I will share that with the 
subcommittee.”

As of Monday, Howard 
said she was looking to have 
the budget subcommittee 
meet on Thursday, March 
26 with a second meeting 
scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 1.

Moving forward, Howard 
said there will need to be a 
public hearing on the bud-
get at a school committee 
meeting that will likely take 
place in early April.

The next step after the 
public hearing would be for 
the school committee to vote 
on a budget, and then the 
budget would be brought to 
the town’s finance commis-
sion on May 14.

“Typically, it is me that 
does the presentation to the 
finance commission,” said 
Howard. “They ask ques-
tions about the budget; their 
job is to make a recommen-
dation to the town council. 
They will likely have me 
come in twice this year; our 
budget is the largest bud-
get in the town and it takes 
an awful lot of time to go 

through it.”
After the finance com-

mission to the town coun-
cil on the total allocation of 
funds for the FY27 budget, 
the town council will vote 
on the budget. The budget 
then goes back to the school 
committee for a final vote 
and that becomes the budget 
for FY27, Howard said.

Howard also gave the 
school committee on where 
the district stands on a num-
ber of grants, including the 
21st Century Grant which 
helps fund afterschool pro-
grams in the district. She 
said Winthrop is rated as 
an exemplary district in 
the program, yet it was not 
awarded a supplemental 
grant award to help fund 
programs during the sum-
mer, as well as supplemental 
funds to help students with 
special needs. Howard said 
those supplemental amounts 
totaled about $26,000.

The superintendent also 
noted that she has gone 
through a frustrating pro-
cess trying to find out from 
the state department of edu-
cation ties the grant to com-
pliance with the MBTA 3A 
Communities Act, with the 
application process for the 
next three-year round of 
grant funding for the pro-
gram ongoing.

“I reached out to the as-
sociate commissioner of 
student and family support 
at the Department of Educa-
tion on Friday and she was 
sorry and sad to to tell me 
the reason that grant had not 
been reviewed is because 
one of the criteria to apply 
for the grant is you have to 
be a community that is rec-
ognized as being compliant 
with 3A,” said Howard. 

“As you can imagine, I had 
many questions about why 
3A would have anything to 
do with students who can’t 
vote and don’t have in-
put into that process. Why 
would the Department of 
Education, who is asking us 
to move students forward 
and support mental health 
and keep kids safe after 
school, why would they 
be putting handcuffs on us 
for a decision that students 
can’t make and that’s not re-
ally tied to public education 
in that context.”

Howard said grants are 
never guaranteed, and that 
if the district is eligible for 
the 21st Century Grant in 
FY27, it will apply for the 
grant, and if it is not, it will 
not apply.

“It’s a tremendous 
amount of work to write that 
grant,” said Howard.

Overall, between discre-
tionary competitive grants 
and entitlement grants, 
Howard said the district typ-
ically gets about $1 million 
per year from those funding 
sources.

“You wonder why some-
body focuses so much on 
grants, the Winthrop public 
schools relies heavily on 
over $1 million in grants,” 
said Howard. “So when you 
take one grant away, the 
majority of our grants sup-
plement staff in the schools, 
so when you take the salary 
out, the salary goes away 
and typically the person will 
go away.”

Town Council President 
Jim Letterie said both state 
Representative Jeff Tur-
co and state Senator Lydia 
Edwards have been made 
aware of the issue with the 
21st Century Grant.

Preliminary school budget to be presented to 
school committee subcommittee this week
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Mike Eruzione packed 
the house at Lake Placid in 
1980 and he packed them in 
Saturday night at the Win-
throp Yacht Club.

Eruzione, forever the 
Olympic gold medal-win-
ning captain and hometown 
sports hero, and his wife, 
Donna Eruzione, led the 
Winthrop Murder Mystery 
Dinner to support the fam-
ily’s Winthrop Charities or-
ganization.

The dinner, which drew 
a capacity crowd, came on 
the skates [heels] of Team 
USA’s scintillating victory 
over Canada in the Win-
ter Olympics in Italy. Jack 

Hughes’ golden goal served 
to enhance the magnitude 
of Eruzione’s winning goal 
46 years ago versus the So-
viet Union. Throughout the 
recent Olympics, Eruzione 
was besieged by autograph 
seekers in Italy and a was a 
guest on television shows 
seen by millions worldwide.

Eruzione delivered the 
welcoming remarks Satur-
day night, noting that the 
charity had its roots when 
he won $250,000 on the 
“Who Wants To Be A Mil-
lionaire?” show hosted by 
Regis Philbin.

The Eruzione family has 
donated hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars through 
Winthrop Charities to a 
number of local causes, in-
cluding the schools for de-
fibrillators, scholarships, 
and athletic and local fam-
ilies in need during the 
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays. Winthrop 
Charities has also answered 
the call for national causes 
as well.

Guests enjoyed a marvel-
ous buffet dinner by Brett 
Henry Catering of Nah-
ant. Several guests wore 
1980s-themed attire.

Eruzione thanked the fol-
low sponsors:

Sailloft- Jamie Tipping

Lance Piccolo
Robert Travaglini
Paul Marks Co Inc.
Galaxy Electric- Angelo 

Vigliotta
Robert Murary
Inello Electric- Robert 

Inello
Ashtec- Neil Gould 
Robert Deeb, MSA Mort-

gage 
Be the Light Yoga- Kath-

leen Duffy.
E.J. Callahan & Associ-

ates LLC- Chris Previte 
The only question to be 

answered from this spectac-
ular evening of food, mys-
tery, and fun: Who was the 
best athlete in the room?

Was it the gold medal-
ist Mike Eruzione himself, 
NHL Canucks and Bruins 
alumnus Dale Dunbar, BU 

Quarterback, Jimmy En-
glish, multi-sporter Mike 
Norris, Hall of Fame football 
coach and Cincinnati pro 
hockey player Tony Fucllo, 
Notre Dame’s Jenny Fucil-
lo Golic, all-time Winthrop 
Little League home run king 
Jarrett Herdt, the immensely 
talented Paul Ferrara, track 
star Colleen Kinsella, or the 
Lally sisters, Kim (Paulson) 
and Elizabeth (Ferrara)?

No, we’re going with 
Vinnie Eruzione, a three-
sport (football, hockey, and 
baseball) Division 1 athlete 
at the College of Holy Cross 
and now the director of ath-
letics at Curry College.

CAPACITY CROWD ATTENDS WINTHROP CHARITIES’ MYSTERY DINNER FUNDRAISER

Mike Eruzione delivers the 
welcoming remarks on behalf 
of Winthrop Charities.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTOS

Tony Fucillo and Mike Norris.
Event hosts and leaders of Winthrop 
Charities, Mike Eruzione and Donna 
Eruzione.John Garrow and Lauren Garrow.

WHS assistant hockey coach Mike 
Norris and Kathy Norris.Mary LaMarra and Debbie DiPasquale.

Seated are Claudia English and Priscilla Dunbar. Standing are Jimmy English, Mike Norris, Kathy 
Norris, Dale Dunbar, Kenny Streeter and Koren Streeter.

The Eruzione Family, Tim Callinan, LeighAnn Eruzione, Mike Eruzione, Donna Eruzione, Paul 
Eruzione, Marissa Eruzione, Megan Eruzione, and Michael Eruzione Jr.

Seated are Jessica McCollom, Lindsey Sadler, and Meghan Hanson. Standing are Teresa Dank-
ner, Michelle Rich, Jill Callinan, Tami Boncore, and Toni Titemore.

From left, Mark Paulson, Kim Paulson, Jarrett Herdt, Nicole Herdt, Jilane Previte, Chris Previte, 
Jess Murphy, and Ryan Murphy.

Paul Eruzione, Vincent Crossman, Rocco Festa, 
and Crystal Sweeney.

Vinnie Eruzione and Anne Eruzione.
Elaine Doris, Sharon Goodwin, Winthrop 
Police Chief John Goodwin, and Revere Police 
Lt. Rob Impemba.

Seated are Dan Spinale, Mary Spinale, Jillian Bordonari, Charlie Bordonaro, and Ryan Macken-
zie. Standing are Tony Titemore, Stacie Mackenzie, Elizabeth Ferrara, and Paul Ferrara.

These guests had a great time at the Winthrop Charities Murder Mystery Dinner at the Winthrop 
Yacht Club.

Neil Gould, Mary LaMarva, Andrea Chaklos 
and Brian Chaklos.
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WHS SOFBALL 
OPENS SEASON 
TUESDAY

The Winthrop High soft-
ball team is set to open its 
2026 season this coming 
Tuesday (March 31) with a 
contest against non-league 
opponent Hamilton-Wen-

ham. The season-opening 
pitch at the Lady Vikings' 
new softball field at Ingle-
side Park is set for 4:00.

"We are so excited that 
the season is here and the 
girls have already started 
putting in the work," said 
WHS head coach Erin Ver-
cruysse, whose 2026 edi-

tion will be led by a pair of 
junior captains, Francesca 
Indrisano and Sofia Gonza-
lez. "We have a new home 
at Ingleside Park and we 
are excited to finally get to 
play on a regulation softball 
field, " said Vercruysse, al-
luding to the former long-
time home field for the Lady 

Viking softball program at 
the Winthrop Little League 
field. "Our team is ready to 
step up to show that they've 

more than earned it."
The Lady Vikings are 

returning a solid nucleus 
from last year's squad, led 

by their ace starting pitcher, 
sophomore Lucy Boncore, 

SportsSports

WHS SPORTS ROUNDUP

Reach more people with TOP BILLING advertisingReach more people with TOP BILLING advertising
Secure the most visible 

ad space in the paper 
Above the Fold | Your business, 

front and center
Call (781) 485-0588 today! 

Schedule appointments

Message your doctor

Renew prescriptions

neighborhealth.com

With                    you can:

Enroll today! 
Scan to get 

started.

Connect to
great care

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU

SPRING 
IT ON AT

inspection station

a/c performance

brakes + oil changes

 Repair park & service 
for your convenience

4 generations of
owned and operated

by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371
manager john digregorio • broadwaymotorsrevere.com

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAYOPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
Follow us on Facebook - weekend 

specials posted every Saturday  

Catering - Private Function Room 

We make your 
dinner plans 

EASY!

84 Bennington St - East Boston - 02128
Kelleyssquarepub.com   617-567-4627

FFaammiillyy  oowwnneedd  ssiinnccee  11998899

Wednesday 
Special

“The Mid Week Bonus”
A Lg. Cheese pizza for $10 

includes 2 sodas

Dine in
ONLY

CONGRATULATIONS, WINTHROP U-10 STATE CHAMPIONS

420 Reservoir Ave., Revere, MA 02151 
  ProspectHouseAL.com | 

NURSES, SOCIAL WORKERS, CASE MANAGERS 
Join us for a special professional education. 
This program will cover various aspects of 

Alzheimer’s and other dementias.  
It will discuss care approaches, impact  

on individuals and families and more in  
a question-and-answer format. 

presentand

  Dementia Jeopardy 2
 

1 CH/CEU  
RN, SW, CCM

Thursday, April 23, 2026 | 8:30 am - 9:30 am   
(with Registration & Breakfast 8:00-8:30 am)

Program meets the requirements of the Massachusetts Board of Registration in Nursing at  
244 CMR 5.00 for  1  contact hour.  This program has been approved for  1  Social Work 
Continuing Education hour for relicensure, in accordance with 258 CMR. Collaborative of 
NASW and the Boston College and Simmons Schools of Social Work Authorization Number 
D 10436-3.

Program to be held at Prospect House. Please RSVP by 4/16/26 to 
Nicole Levesque at 781-853-0005 or nlevesque@Hallkeen.com

WHSWHS

Ryan Buchman-Grade 9
Favorite Subject- Math

Activities- Football, Hockey 
and Baseball

Giuliana Grimaldi-Grade 9
Favorite Subject- Math

Activities- Soccer, Basketball 
and Softball

Students 
of the Term

S p o n s o r e d  b y  

The Winthrop Squirt AA team from Winthrop Youth Hockey, took home the State Championship Title for the 2nd year in a row. 
	 The players on the team, Sofia Beutel, Briac Cadigan, Axe Crane, Catherine DiMento, Sienna Dougherty, Alexia Graygor, Jayven Harris, Mario Marenghi, Becket McDonough, Mia McFarland, 
Adeline Morris, Sloane Morris, Vincent Wisniewski, Thomas Wright and Andrew Yang were led by Head Coach Mike DiMento and Assistant Coaches Tyson Graygor, Matt Crane, Rob McFarland and 
Gemma DiMento.  This team won all 4 games in Marlborough MA at the New England Sports Center. 
	 • Friday vs Saugus/Lynnfield (won 2-6)
	 • Saturday vs Wilmington (won 5-3)
	 • Saturday vs Melrose (won 0-5) Thomas Wright in Net had a shutout!
	 Winthrop became the #1 Seed and played Sunday vs the #2 seed, Melrose (won 2-4). Players Sofia Beutel, Catherine DiMento, Alexia Graygor, Jayven Harris, Mario Marenghi and Andrew Yang 
are 2nd year Champs along with Coaches Mike DiMenbto and Tyson Graygor. 

See ROUNDUP Page 8
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Roundup //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Plant the Seeds  
of Success

Clients & customers
are just a CLICK 

away if you advertise 
ONLINE

Call (781) 485-0588 
or email your Rep.

maximize 
your exposure

maximize 
your exposure

march • APRIL • may

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com • lynnjournal.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
1/2 size ad space

160px
by

300px
BLOCK ADS

$200/mo

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
charlestownads@hotmail.com
deb@reverejournal.com

OONNLLIINNEE  with 
our 
Spring Special

and a solid line-up at the 
plate.

"We will have some se-
rious speed with freshmen 
newcomers Gabriela Busta-
mante and Molly Titemore," 
said Vercruysse. "Our core 
group of returning players 
have really put in the work 
in the off-season and we're 
ready to take on our incred-
ibly tough conference with 
our best foot forward yet."

The other members of the 
2026 varsity roster include 
Makayla Herdt, Giuliana 
Marenghi, Briella McFar-
land, Kylie McFarland, 
Deanna Nee, Brianna Riz-
zotto, Jenna Whitehead, and 
Norah Zaffini.

The members of the ju-
nior varsity squad are Stel-
la Braga, Caroline Collins, 
Kourtney Darcy, Alexan-
dra Dianez-Poquet, Vio-
let Dougherty, Giuliana 
Grimaldi, Aaliyah Hanson, 
Daniella Hurley, Gabriella 
Ilie, Laynie Logan, Fiona 
Macdiarmid, 

Emma Previte, Ava Ro-
gowicz, Diana Stockbridge, 
and Sonny Theberge.

Vercruysse and her crew 

were scheduled to play a 
scrimmage at Boston Latin 
Academy today (Thursday) 
ahead of next Tuesday's 
season-opener with Ham-
ilton-Wenham. They will 
host Salem next Wednesday 
and Rockport next Friday 
(April 3). All home games 
on the Ingleside diamond 
will start at 4:30.

SPRING SPORTS 
SEASON SET TO  
GET UNDERWAY

Winthrop High athletes 
will be springing into ac-
tion in the coming week for 
the start of the 2026 spring 
sports season.

The WHS baseball team, 
under the direction of new 
head coach Tom Capasso, 
will open their 2026 cam-
paign on Monday with a 
contest against non-league 
opponent Northeast Re-
gional. The season-opening 
pitch is set for 4:30 at Veter-
ans Field. The Vikings then 
will trek to Northeastern 
Conference (NEC) rival Sa-
lem next Wednesday (April 
1).

The Vikings are sched-
uled to engage in a pre-sea-
son scrimmage with Everett 
this Saturday at 11:00 at 
Veterans Field.

Head coach Brian Don-
nelly and the Winthrop High 
boys lacrosse team will 
open their 2026 season with 
a contest against non-league 
opponent St. Mary's of Lynn 
next Wednesday. The sea-
son-opening face-off is set 
for 4:30 at Miller Field.

The girls lacrosse team, 
led by head coach Antho-
ny Hatzisavas, will travel 
to NEC foe Saugus next 
Wednesday for their sea-
son-opener.

Coach Marie Finn and the 
boys tennis team will open 
their season next Wednes-
day with a match vs. non-
league opponent Stoneham 
and the girls tennis team, 
led by coach Heidi Baker, 
will get underway April 6 
vs. Salem.

The WHS boys and 
girls outdoor track teams, 
coached by David Ford and 
Scout Grifoni respectively, 
will open their season on 
April 9 vs. Masconomet.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Chase Triant, a first-year player in the St. Mary’s High School boys basketball program, and 
his father, Mike Triant, an assistant coach for the Spartans, proudly hold the Massachusetts 
Division 2 state championship trophy after St. Mary’s defeated Masconomet Regional in the 
MIAA title game March 13 at Tsongas Center in Lowell. An eighth-grader, Chase was the starting 
point guard on the St. Mary’s junior varsity team and was promoted to the varsity for the MIAA 
Tournament.

THE TRIANTS CELEBRATE STATE BASKETBALL TITLE

Mass. House passes fair share supplemental budget
Special to the Transcript

The Massachusetts 
House of Representatives 
today passed a $1.8 bil-
lion supplemental budget 
that invests $885 million 
in public transportation and 
$417 million in public ed-
ucation, and funds several 
Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) 
deficiencies. The bill passed 
today also includes the tax 
conformity legislation filed 
by Governor Healey that 
delays the state’s align-
ment with the corporate tax 
changes passed by Congress 
in the OB3 Act last year.

“From significant invest-
ments in public transporta-
tion and public education, to 
support for DTA casework-
ers and expenses related to 
the World Cup, to fiscal-
ly prudent tax conformity 
measures – this legislation 
is representative of the re-
sponsible approach that 
the House will continue to 
take as we navigate a peri-
od of significant economic 
uncertainty,” said House 
Speaker Ronald J. Maria-
no (D-Quincy). “I want to 
thank Chairman Michlewitz 
for his hard work, as well 
as all my colleagues in the 
House for recognizing the 
importance of the invest-
ments and reforms that this 
legislation makes.”

“The use of these one-
time surplus funds provides 
us with a unique opportu-
nity to better strength the 
Commonwealth in numer-
ous ways. By further im-
proving our educational and 
transportation sectors we 
will build off the work we 
have done in the last several 
budget cycles with a judi-
cious use of the Fair Share 
funds. The tax changes con-
tained in this bill will help 

support the state’s econom-
ic competitiveness, while 
giving us time to absorb 
the expected loss in reve-
nue,” said Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz, Chair 
of the House Committee on 
Ways & Means (D-Boston). 
“I want to thank Speaker 
Mariano and all our House 
colleagues for their input 
and support on this critical 
funding legislation.”

“I’m proud to support this 
supplemental budget, which 
delivers meaningful invest-
ments in public transpor-
tation and education while 
responsibly addressing our 
fiscal obligations. I’m es-
pecially grateful to Speak-
er Mariano and Chairman 
Michlewitz for their leader-
ship in advancing a thought-
ful, balanced approach 
during a time of economic 
uncertainty,” said Repre-
sentative Jessica Gianni-
no (D-Revere). “Working 
closely with my colleagues 
in the House delegation, I 
am proud to have helped 
secure critical funding that 
directly benefits our dis-
trict—strengthening local 
infrastructure, supporting 
our schools, and ensuring 
resources reach the com-
munities we represent. This 
legislation reflects what we 
can accomplish when we 
collaborate and stay focused 
on delivering for our con-
stituents.”

“This important legisla-
tion delivers for the resi-
dents of Revere. The work-
ing class in Revere rely on 
an MBTA that works. This 
legislation provides criti-
cal funding to improve the 
MBTA. The Revere Public 
Schools rely on state aid 
for special needs funding. 
This legislation fully funds 
the promise of special edu-

cation reimbursement. And 
working with Rep. Gianni-
no and Mayor Keefe, this 
legislation provides im-
portant funding for Revere 
specific projects,” said Rep-
resentative Jeffrey Rosario 
Turco (D. Winthrop).

The bill delays conform-
ing to the federal corpo-
rate tax changes that were 
passed by Congress in the 
OB3 Act last year, which 
will represent approximate-
ly a $400 million revenue 
loss for the Commonwealth 
when fully implemented. 
Under the bill, the Research 
and Experimental expense 
deduction will be delayed 
one year, the deductions for 
the Modification of Busi-
ness Interest, Depreciable 
Asset Expensing, Qualified 
Production Properties will 
be delayed two years, and 
the Modification of Qual-
ified Opportunity Zone 
Investments program will 
also be delayed two years. 
However, should the ballot 
question to lower the state 
income tax from 5 percent 
to 4 percent pass in Novem-
ber, which would result in 
a $5 billion revenue loss 
when fully implemented, 
the Commonwealth would 
permanently decouple from 
these tax credits, preventing 
them from going into effect.

The $1.8 billion bill is 
funded in part by $1.3 bil-
lion from excess Fair Share 
surtax funds to invest in 
public transportation and 
education. Highlights in-
clude:

• $885 million towards 
transportation:

o $740 million towards 
the MBTA

• $525 million for the De-
ficiency Reserve

• $125 million for the 
Workforce & Safety Re-

serve
• $60 million for physical 

infrastructure with a focus 
on the core subway system

• $20 million for low-in-
come reduced fares

• $10 million for water 
transportation infrastructure

o Other transportation 
items include:

• $50 million for snow 

and ice costs
• $25 million for Regional 

Transit Authorities (RTAs) 
workforce development

• $30 million to fund the 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
(SAF) Credit

• $30 million for Mass-
DOT Service Investments

 
• $417 million towards 

education:
o $150 million towards 

Special Education Circuit 
Breaker costs

o $150 million to fund 
Early Education Child Care 
costs

o $38.7 million for the 
EEC income eligibility 

See BUDGET Page 9

One Full Year ofOne Full Year of
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Over the years, we’ve 
cooked in a suburban kitch-
en large enough for all the 
guests at a party to gather 
around and make their own 
tortellini. The kitchen in our 
first pied-à-terre in Boston 
was so small that we had to 
fit a cutting board across the 
sink because of the lack of 
counter space.

Our current kitchen has 
an 8’x 8’ footprint. But this 
is common for city life, and 
we have many friends who, 
like us, do a lot of cooking 
in a small space. It does take 
some adaptation, but gener-
ations of cooks have made 
do with less and produced 
great food. 

Our Solution
Since we write about 

food and do a lot of cook-
ing, we decided to use space 
in other areas of our condo 
to house items that would 
normally be in the kitchen. 
A long hallway was fitted 
with shelves where our pan-
try items are stored in glass 
jars.

We converted our din-

ing area adjacent to the 
kitchen into a combo din-
ing and work space with a 
counter-height dining bar, a 
matching console for appli-
ances, and a baker's rack for 
storing pots and pans.

We store seldom-used 
items, such as baking equip-
ment, under our base cabi-
nets in covered plastic con-
tainers. 

Prioritize and Downsize!
We also moved from 

two homes to one, leaving 
us with duplicates of many 
kitchen items. 

One way to make the 
most of a small kitchen is 
to reduce your selection of 
cooking equipment and ap-
pliances. Every so often, we 
all have to think about the 
items we actually use and 
prioritize our kitchen stor-
age anew.

In addition to knives, 
cutting boards, a few good 
pans, and a utensil crock 
filled with basics (like 
wooden spoons, spatulas, a 
masher, tongs, and ladles), 
we have some multi-use 
items that we use all the 
time.

For example, full, half, 
and quarter sheet pans with 
matching silicone mats are 
stored in our oven and serve 
not just for roasting and 
baking, but also are routine-
ly placed on our cooktop to 
extend our counter space. 

These pans are used to 
hold ingredients as we prep 
them. Covered with a thirsty 
kitchen towel, they serve as 
drying racks for clean equip-
ment. They’ve been used to 
spread and sort beans and 
legumes, and to dry herbs. 
These sturdy metal trays 
can be moved to and from 
our dining table when the 
kitchen counters are full. 

We Shop More Often
We don’t have a car, so 

we shop almost every day. 
Even if you do have a car, 
you might want to do fewer 
large grocery shopping trips 
if they mean carrying load-
after-load from the nearest 
parking space and up flights 
of stairs. 

Once you attune your 
routine to many smaller 
shopping trips, you’ll find 

you may be spending less 
money, and you will cer-
tainly waste less food. Daily 
shopping means you pick 
up what you need for the 
next day or so. 

It makes you more likely 
to check what you have on 
hand, so you don’t have to 
carry more than you need. 

In doing that, you can plan 
to use up what’s already in 
your refrigerator and buy 
only what you need to fill 
out upcoming meals.

You may also find your-
self shopping at more small 
local businesses, farmers' 
markets, and having food 
delivered via local services. 

All of this is good for our 
community and will also 
help you become a welcome 
part of your new neighbor-
hood.

Do you have a question 
or topic for Fresh & Local? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.
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Special to the Times-Free Press

Boston District 1 City Coun-
cilor Gabriela Coletta Zapata 
held a hearing to review prog-
ress and identify further oppor-
tunities to address drink spiking 
and drug-facilitated sexual as-
sault. Coletta Zapata sponsored 
the hearing to review the City’s 
ongoing efforts on this issue, 
examine updated data on sus-
pected drink spiking incidents, 
and assess remaining service 
gaps in testing, reporting, sur-
vivor care, and prevention. The 
hearing also explored opportu-
nities to align municipal strate-
gies with pending state legisla-
tion and national best practices. 
The discussion was timely par-
ticularly in the midst of St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebrations.

“Public safety means ensur-
ing people can enjoy our city 
without worrying that their 
drink could be tampered with. 
Boston has taken important 
steps to address the challenges 
of drink spiking, but the burden 
of prevention should never fall 
on victims. Our focus must be 
on preventing these incidents 

in the first place and ensuring 
clear pathways to care and sup-
port when they do occur,” said 
Councilor Gabriela Coletta 
Zapata. “By bringing everyone 
to the table from restaurants and 
bars to hospitals and community 
organizations we can strengthen 
prevention, provide business-
es with the tools to protect pa-
trons, and improve the support 
systems available to survivors. I 
look forward to continuing this 
important conversation.”

During the hearing, Council-
ors heard from representatives 
of the Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Prevention Initiative 
at the Boston Public Health 
Commission, Boston Police 
Department, the Boston Li-
censing Board, and the Office 
of Nightlife Economy. Boston 
Police officials highlighted their 
ongoing work the past three 
years in addressing drink spik-
ing incidents, sharing they’ve 
taken steps to combat the issue 
through training, tracking, pub-
lic awareness, and partnerships. 
They also stressed the need for 
collaboration among govern-
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Residents lined the streets 
on Sunday, March 15 for 
the annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.

Mayor Michelle Wu (pho-
to right) marched in the 
parade and stopped often 
along the way to take some 
pictures with parade watch-
ers. See Pages 4 and 5 for 
more photos.

Coletta Zapata holds hearing 
on drink spiking in Boston

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDomenico 
joined colleagues and advo-
cates at Portal to Hope’s “Talk 
Priorities with Legislators” 
event at the Medford Police 
Department. DiDomenico and 

the other panelists discussed 
programs from local nonprofits 
that support victims of domes-
tic violence and how legislators 
can support their efforts with 
funding and legislation. The 
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EHS Program & Web Development students earn 
industry certification through ADAGE partnership 

Sen. DiDomenico speaks at 
Portal to Hope’s legislator panel

Senator Sal DiDomenico speaking on a panel alongside legislators 
and advocates at the Medford Police Department.

Special to the Independent

Students enrolled in Everett 
High School’s Programming & 
Web Development Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) 
program recently completed 
a series of industry-aligned 
technology courses through a 
partnership with the University 
of Massachusetts Boston Ad-
dressing Digital Access Gaps 
in Education (ADAGE) pro-
gram. ADAGE course partici-
pation resulted in professional 
certifications, hands-on learn-
ing with industry experts, and 
brand-new laptops provided at 
no cost to students.

“This partnership has been 
an unequivocal success,” said 
Superintendent William D. 
Hart.  “Our students are receiv-
ing top-notch instruction and 
earning certifications that can 
lead to opportunity and em-
ployment. We can’t ask more 
than that from any organization 

we partner with to help prepare 
our CTE students for college 
and/or the workforce.”

Through the ADAGE part-
nership, Everett High School 
(EHS) students completed 
multiple college-level and ca-
reer-ready technology courses, 
including Apple Swift pro-
gramming and an introductory 
course in artificial intelligence. 
Students were taught and men-
tored by professionals from Ap-
ple, Google, and IBM, gaining 
direct exposure to real-world 
applications of computer sci-
ence and emerging technolo-
gies. Students who successfully 
completed the program also re-
ceived a new MacBook laptop. 
Additionally, several students 
are continuing their learning 
through scholarships to com-
plete the Google Cybersecurity 
Certificate, facilitated through 
ADAGE’s partnership with 
RaicesCyber.

“I’m grateful for receiving 
the new [laptop]. I’ll be going 
to college next year, and it will 
help me get ready for that,” said 
senior Promit Baidya.  “I’m 
considering going to UMa-
ss Boston since this program 
showed me how many things 
interest me there.”

“The courses offered with 
ADAGE gave us a new per-
spective that there are many 
opportunities in tech outside 
of what you would normally 
think, including management 
and other careers” said senior 
Gabriel Fernandes Mendes 
Gonzada. “It made me realize 
how many different jobs exist 
in technology.”

Programming & Web Devel-
opment instructors emphasized 
the real-world relevance of the 
experience. “This partnership 
gave our students access to 

Several Everett High School students recently completed the CTE program.

See CTE Page 4

Council meeting rule change 
advances through committee

By Cary Shuman

The City Council’s Legis-
lative Affairs Committee has 
unanimously approved Coun-
cilor-at-Large Katy Rogers’ 
proposal to change the pub-
lic speaking format at council 
meetings. 

Committee Chair Michael 
Marchese and Ward 3 Coun-
cilor Anthony DiPierro joined 
Rogers in voting for the rule 
change which would grant 
speakers a total of three min-
utes to comment on agenda and 
non-agenda items at council 
meetings. Currently, speak-
ers have separate two-minute 
opportunities to comment on 
agenda and non-agenda items 
for a total of four minutes.

Rogers offered the reasons 
for her proposal during the 
committee meeting.

“The goal of this piece is 
to condense public partici-
pation to one 3-minute list, 
so that way we’re not sepa-
rating whether it’s agenda or 
non-agenda,” said Rogers. “We 
recently had an example where 
a woman came up to speak on 
a non-agenda item relating to 
the snow emergency, and she 
had to wait for about two hours 
until the end of the meeting. 
For full transparency and con-
sistency across our govern-
ment – school committee does 
three minutes as well – I think 
it should be a simple 3-min-
ute list, whether it’s agenda or 
non-agenda, it should just be 
freedom of speech. That’s the 
point of this initiative.”

City councilors will vote 
whether to adopt the rule 
change at an upcoming meet-
ing.

Special to the Journal

The Revere Public 
Schools elementary school 
communities came togeth-
er last Thursday night for 
a spirited Dodgeball Tour-
nament fundraiser that 
combined friendly compe-
tition with a strong sense 
of community. Organized 
collaboratively by the PTA/
PTO organizations from 
all six elementary schools, 
the event brought teachers, 
staff, families, and sup-
porters together for an eve-
ning of fun at Revere High 
School.

Each school fielded a 
team made up of teachers 
and staff, competing in a 

round-robin-style tourna-
ment where every team 
faced off once. Represent-
ing their schools were Lin-
coln’s Abe’s Aces, Whel-
an’s Whale Force One, Paul 
Revere’s Midnight Riders, 
Beachmont’s The Killer 
Bees, Hill’s Hill Hotshots, 
and Garfield’s Gary’s Ga-

tors. After an excit-

ing series of matchups, the 
two teams with the most 
wins—Beachmont and 
Garfield—advanced to the 
championship round, a best 
two-out-of-three show-
down. Beachmont’s Killer 
Bees clinched the title in the 
first two rounds, earning the 

By Adam Swift

The city council ap-
proved a special permit for 
the conversion of a three-
unit residential building at 
95 Stanton Ave. to a nine-
unit, four-story residen-
tial building at last week’s 
meeting.

Counc i l lo r-a t -La rge 
Michelle Kelley cast the 
lone vote against the spe-
cial permit, stating that the 
conversion would triple the 
number of units on the lot, 
adding to problems like 
traffic and overdevelopment 
in the city.

“This project is for the 
improvement of 95 Stanton 
Ave., which currently con-

tains a century-old apart-
ment building which has 
fallen into disrepair,” said 
Nancy O’Neill, the attorney 
representing the developer 
of the property. “Our pro-
posal tonight is to create a 
new, aesthetically pleasing 
structure on the lot, which 
will improve the appear-
ance of this tired section 
of American Legion High-
way.”

O’Neill said the building 
will feature an improved ar-
chitectural facade, as well 
as new trees and landscap-
ing.

“The size and scale of 
the building are consistent 

Council discusses 
meeting security

REVERE BEACH 
TO HOST ANNUAL 
POLAR PLUNGE FOR 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
MASSACHUSETTS 
ON MARCH 21

Get ready to freeze for a 
cause! On Saturday, March 
21, hundreds of brave par-
ticipants will gather at the 
historic Revere Beach for 
the 2026 Revere Polar 
Plunge. This high-energy 
event, formerly known as 
the Nahant Polar Plunge, 
invites community mem-
bers to take a chilly dip in 
the Atlantic Ocean to raise 
vital funds and awareness 
for Special Olympics Mas-
sachusetts.

The festivities will take 
place at the Reinstein Band-
stand (350 Revere Beach 
Boulevard). Registration 
and check-in begin at 10 
a.m., followed by the of-
ficial Plunge at 12 noon. 
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“We Stand Together”
In State of the City 

Address, Mayor 
Keefe highlights 
unity and good  
government as  

city’s path forward
By Adam Swift

While the nation as a 
whole may seem at times 
hopelessly politically di-
vided, Mayor Patrick Keefe 
highlighted themes of unity 
at the annual State of the 
City address.

Keefe delivered the ad-
dress at the Susan B. An-
thony Middle School on 
Wednesday, March 11, 
reeling off the names of 
longstanding and new lo-
cal businesses, city leaders, 
programs, and residents 
who all fit with the “Good 
Government” theme of his 
speech.

During the speech, Keefe 
highlighted the city’s invest-
ments in housing affordabil-
ity, modernized public safe-
ty, economic growth, and 
education.

“When we are divided, 

we are not looking forward. 
When we are divided, we 
are not seeing clearly at all. 
I often think that it is inten-
tional, creating a divide, and 
will not fall into the trap. I 
choose to bring us closer 
together rather than pull us 
apart,” Keefe said. “We are 

Revere, where the best ex-
ample of good government 
marches in step with its peo-
ple.”

On the theme of housing 
and affordability, the mayor 
highlighted several afford-

ADAM SWIFT PHOTO

State Senator Lydia Edwards, State Representative Jeff Turco, 
First Lady Jennifer Keefe, Mayor Patrick Keefe, and State Rep-
resentative Jessica Giannino.

See STATE OF THE CITY Page 8

By Adam Swift

The city council is going 
to look at the cost of ensur-
ing there is a police officer 
on duty in its chambers for 
all meetings.

At last week’s meeting, 
Councillors Joanne McK-
enna and Angela Guari-
no-Sawaya introduced a 
motion asking the mayor to 
request the police depart-
ment have a police officer 
on duty for all council meet-
ings.

According to the motion, 
the request was to ensure 
that the meetings are con-
ducted in a safe, orderly, 
and secure environment.

Council President Antho-
ny Zambuto moved the mo-
tion to the ways and means 
subcommittee for further 
discussion on the financial 
impact of the request.

“I want to address a safe-
ty concern regarding our 
city council meetings,” 
McKenna said at last week’s 
meeting. “On March 2 and 
tonight, a meeting had to go 
into recess because a man 
who currently has a tres-
passing order against him 

entered city hall and came 
into the chambers and sat in 
the front row. This is not the 
first time this order has been 
violated by this man.”

McKenna said police 
were called and the man 
was removed about 10 min-
utes later.

“Thankfully, the situa-
tion ended peacefully, but 
it raises an important ques-
tion about safety for ev-
eryone in this room,” said 
McKenna. “Our meetings 
can sometimes be heated 
and confrontational; that 
is a part of democracy and 
people have a right to ex-
press their views. Howev-
er, without police presence 
during these meetings, there 
is very little protection if the 
situation escalates quickly; 
it only takes a few seconds 
for something serious to 
happen.”

Council members, staff, 
and the public should feel 
safe when attending the 
council meetings, she add-
ed.

“I strongly believe hav-
ing a police officer present 

See SECURITY Page 2

Council approves special 
permit for Stanton Avenue 
apartment building 

Beachmont School reigns supreme 
in citywide dodgeball tournament

The team, Beachmont Killer Bees holding their hands 
and trophy high in celebration after winning the 
dogeball tournament.  
Shown to the right, a young fan cheers on her favorite 
team.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Rep. Jessica Giannino joins Mayor Patrick Keefe and First 
Lady Jennifer Keefe for a photo at the fundraiser inside 
Murray’s Tavern. See more photos on Page 12.

MMAAYYOORR  HHOOSSTTSS  SSTT..  PPAADDDDYY’’SS  
DDAAYY  BBAASSHH  AATT  MMUURRRRAAYY’’SS

Special to the Record

The City of Chelsea to-
day announced that con-
struction to renovate Polo-
nia Park began this week 
and will be closed until 
further notice. The reno-
vation, which was guided 
by a robust public engage-
ment process, includes the 
construction of two new 
playground structures—one 
for children aged 2–5 and 
another for children aged 
5–12—as well as a fenced-
in dog park, splash pad, 
shaded picnic area, and ad-
ditional green space.

This project is funded 
by a $500,000 PARC grant 
from the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts and 
$200,000 from Chelsea’s 
Community Preservation 
Committee (CPC) and is 
part of the annual park proj-

ect overseen by the Depart-
ment of Housing & Com-
munity Development.

During the renovation, 
community members are 
encouraged to enjoy Chel-
sea’s other parks. Chelsea 
boasts 17 parks with play-
grounds, which range from 
neighborhood “tot lots” to 
larger playgrounds that in-
clude jungle gyms, rock 
climbing structures, and 
swings. These playgrounds 
are primarily geared toward 
children ages 2-12 and their 
hours of operation are from 
dawn until dusk.

Chelsea parks with play-
grounds include: Belling-
ham Hill Park, Bosson Play-
ground, Box District Park, 
Carter Park, Creekside 
Common Park, Eden Street 
Park, John Ruiz Park, Jud-
ie Dyer Park, Kayem Park, 
Mace Tot Lot, Mary C. 
Burke Park, Mary O’Mal-
ley Park (DCR), O’Neil 
Park, Paul A. Dever, Polo-
nia Park, Port Park, Quigley 
Park, Voke Park, and Wash-
ington Park.

Polonia Park is located 
at 37 Tremont Street be-

tween Medford and Bea-
con Streets. It serves as a 
community hub for local 
residents and features green 
space and recreational ar-
eas.

With questions about the 
renovation project, please 
contact Sara Han, Planner/
Project Manager

for the Department of 

Housing and Community 
Development. Han can be 
reached at shan@chelsea-
ma.gov or 617-466-4183 
during City Hall operating 
hours: Monday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Tuesday from 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., and Friday from 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m.
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Chelsea launches new 
website for applying for 
permits and licenses

Renovations underway at Polonia Park
New play structures, dog park, and more coming soon

Council discusses cost of 
Bluebike rental program

Council takes up 
zoning overlay district

By Adam Swift

A proposed zoning 
amendment to create a 
new zoning overlay district 
called the West Chelsea 
Mixed-Use Overlay District 
was moved forward to the 
planning board for a rec-
ommendation at last week’s 
city council meeting.

However, there were 
some questions raised 
about the name of the new 
overlay district by several 
councilors as well as mem-
bers of the Chelsea Black 
Community during the pub-
lic speaking portion of last 
week’s council meeting.

“This overlay district 
will cover roughly the area 
bounded by the Chelsea-Ev-
erett border, Second Street, 
and the Route 1 Memorial 

Highway,” stated City Man-
ager Fidel Maltez. “This 
amendment presents an ex-
citing opportunity to unlock 
the potential of this area and 
transform it into a vibrant, 
walkable, mixed-use desti-
nation for current and future 
residents.”

Maltez said that as the 
city concludes its master 
planning effort, a central 
finding is the need for new 
growth, both to increase tax 
revenue and address local 
and regional housing needs. 

“Strategic growth is es-
sential to strengthening the 
City’s fiscal position in an 
uncertain economic climate 
while responding to our 
pressing housing needs,” 

By Adam Swift

Several city councilors 
would like more informa-
tion about the financial 
commitment to the Blue-
bikes program in Chelsea.

At last week’s council 
meeting, City Manager Fi-
del Maltez provided infor-
mation about the regional 
Bluebikes program, which 
allows the rental of the bikes 
to travel between a number 
of neighboring commu-
nities, including Revere, 
Everett, Malden, Boston, 
Somerville, Cambridge, 
Brookline, Salem, and Ar-
lington. Maltez said the sys-
tem’s portal allows for the 
sharing of information in-
cluding trips generated and 
where they originated.

“Over the five-year pe-

riod from March 2021 
through February 2026, 
Chelsea residents made 
20,172 trips from five Blue-
Bikes stations across the 
city,” Maltez stated. “That 
number has grown substan-
tially over time, and rid-
ership more than doubled 
in 2024, reaching 6,160 
trips, and remained strong 
in 2025 at 5,444 trips. The 
highest usage is in the sta-
tion next to the Commuter 
Rail, which is across Market 
Basket on Everett Avenue.”

The highest usage is in 
the station next to the Com-
muter Rail, which is across 
Market Basket on Everett 
Avenue. While the usage 
is distributed across the 
full network, the computer 

Special to the Record

The City of Chelsea has 
announced it has a new 
website for submitting per-
mit and license applications 
with its Public Works and 
Licensing Departments. The 
online portal, called “Citi-
zenserve,” is now active at 
www.chelseama.gov/on-
line-services and replaces 
the City’s former permitting 
software for these depart-
ments, ClearForms.

Because this is a com-
pletely new portal, everyone 
must create a new account 
prior to submitting any ap-
plications. Instructions for 
each application will be 
available to users once an 
account is created.

Citizenserve gives both 
the City and its residents 
the ability to keep track 
of licenses, permits, and 
code enforcement activity. 
Among the special features 
available to residents is the 
ability to monitor their per-
mits and licenses with 24/7 
access to comments, doc-

uments, and other project 
updates.

“Through this new soft-
ware, Chelsea residents and 
people who do business in 
Chelsea will be able to track 
their application and react in 
real time to any needs iden-
tified by the City in pursuit 
of their permit,” said Cheryl 
Fisher, City Solicitor.

The Licensing and Public 
Works Departments are the 
only departments that will 
use Citizenserve as their 
application and permitting 
software.

Applications filed on or 
before March 12, 2026, us-
ing the ClearForms software 
will be reviewed in that sys-
tem. ClearForms will be ful-
ly shut down beginning June 
30, 2026. The City of Chel-
sea encourages residents to 
bookmark www.chelseama.
gov/online-services.

If there are any questions 
about the software or if you 
are experiencing issues, 
please contact the Chelsea 
Licensing Department at 
617-466-4150.

Artist rendering of the Polonia Park renovations.

School budget hearing rescheduled due to heavy turnout
By Adam Swift

The city hall chambers 
were filled beyond capac-
ity for a school committee 
public hearing on the school 
budget last Thursday, March 
12.

Students, staff, and teach-
ers crowded into every 
available space of the room 
while school committee 
members tried to determine 
the best way to proceed with 
the meeting.

Eventually, police and 

fire officials stated that the 
room was past capacity and 
creating a fire hazard, and 
the school committee can-
celed the meeting.

During the meeting, there 
was some back and forth 
between the audience and 
the school committee mem-
bers over the next steps for 
the meeting, with some 
suggesting it be moved to a 
larger location that night.

However, due to the open 
meeting law and posting re-
quirements, school commit-

tee members said the meet-
ing could not be moved that 
night.

The meeting was re-
scheduled and was set to 
take place on Tuesday eve-
ning, March 17 at Chelsea 
High School to accommo-
date the large crowd and 
give the opportunity for all 
those who wish to speak 
to be heard, according to 
School Committee Chair 
Ana Hernandez.

“We want to ensure the 
safety of every single person 

in this room,” said commit-
tee member Kati Cabral. “I 
want to ensure that folks are 
heard; that is not up for dis-
cussion. We want to make 
sure that folks are heard, but 
right now we want to ensure 
the safety of every single 
person in this room.”

Hernandez said she has 
been involved with the 
schools and the school com-
mittee for 17 years and had 
never seen that amount of 

Chelsea students enjoyed the day at Animal King-
dom, taking a group photo with the famous Tree of 
Life in the background.

One of the songs Jazz Band performed was the theme music from 
Disney’s “The Incredibles.” See Page 12 for more photos.

CHELSEA HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BAND 
AND CANTARE PERFORM 

AT DISNEY WORLD

During the month of March, 
students and educators from 
the Chelsea High School Jazz 
Band and Cantare traveled 
to Walt Disney World, where 
they performed at the Disney 

Springs AdventHealth Water-
side Stage.

The five-day trip created 
memories that will last a life-
time for the students and edu-
cators who participated.

See SCHOOL BUDGET Page 2
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Special to the Transcript

Governor Maura Healey, 
former Governors Mitt 
Romney and Deval Patrick, 
and other state leaders will 
gather at Faneuil Hall on 
Monday, April 13, to mark 
the 20th anniversary of 
Massachusetts’s landmark 
health care reform law, 
Chapter 58 of the Acts of 
2006. 

Signed into law on April 
12, 2006, at Faneuil Hall, 
the historic legislation ex-
panded access to affordable 
health coverage for hun-
dreds of thousands of Mas-
sachusetts residents. Before 
the law was enacted, nearly 
10 percent of residents were 
uninsured. Today, Massa-
chusetts has the highest 
coverage rate in the nation, 
with more than 97 percent 
of residents insured. 

The law created a first-in-
the-nation health insurance 
marketplace, introduced 
key consumer protections, 
required most adults to car-
ry health insurance, and pro-

vided financial assistance 
to help residents afford 
coverage. It also reduced 
uncompensated care costs 
and strengthened financial 
protections for patients and 
families. 

Four years after the law 
was passed, the Massachu-
setts model was used as the 
framework of the federal 
Affordable Care Act, which 
currently delivers health 
insurance to more than 20 
million Americans, includ-
ing more than 350,000 peo-
ple in Massachusetts. The 
law continues to shape how 
Massachusetts approaches 
affordability, access and eq-
uity in health care today. 

“Twenty years ago, lead-
ers from both parties came 
together to prove that we 
could expand health care 
and make it more affordable 
for people across Massa-
chusetts,” said Governor 
Maura Healey. “I’m grateful 
to Governor Romney and 
the Legislature for cham-
pioning the effort to create 

this landmark law, to the 
late Senator Kennedy for 
his leadership, and to Gov-
ernor Patrick for carrying 
it forward. Because of that 
work, more families can see 
a doctor, fill a prescription 
and have the peace of mind 
that comes with health cov-
erage. As we celebrate this 
milestone, we’re reminded 
of what’s possible when we 
work together and of our 
responsibility to keep build-
ing a health care system that 
works for everyone.”  

“I’m proud to have been 
part of a team that expanded 
access to health insurance 
for so many people across 
Massachusetts,” said Gov-
ernor Mitt Romney. “As a 
result, over a million resi-
dents have been able to re-
ceive preventive, wellness, 
and life-saving care from 
our world-renowned health-
care professionals.” 

“Health care reform 20 
years ago was neither per-
fect nor unanimous. But 
it has helped millions of 

people — first in the Com-
monwealth and eventually 
across the country — lead 
healthier lives,” said Gov-
ernor Deval Patrick. “I am 
proud of the role my team 
and I played in standing up 
and making it better. This 
anniversary is a reminder 
that, if we work together, 
we can do the work that re-
mains to extend affordable, 
high quality care to every-
one, everywhere.” 

The event is being 
co-hosted by Governor 
Healey and the Massachu-
setts Health Connector, 
which was created as a cen-
terpiece of the 2026 reform 
law. The Health Connector 
is a competitive health in-
surance marketplace that 
allows residents to compare 
plans, enroll in coverage, 
and access financial assis-
tance to help lower costs.  

Since the first enrollment 
period in 2007, more than 
1.5 million Massachusetts 
residents have received 
coverage through the Health 

Connector. 
“The Commonwealth’s 

health reform law was a his-
toric, collaboration-based 
achievement –  one that al-
lowed more Massachusetts 
residents than ever to have 
the protections of high-val-
ue health coverage and to be 
able to count on the mean-
ingful health care access 
and financial security that 
comes with it,” said Audrey 
Morse Gasteier, the Execu-
tive Director of the Massa-
chusetts Health Connector. 
“Twenty years later, the law 
and the Health Connector 
have proven to be effective 
and enduring models that 
continue to make our Com-
monwealth a healthier, fair-
er, and more secure place to 
live.” 

The event will feature 
remarks from Governor 
Healey, Governor Romney, 
who signed the bill into law, 
Governor Patrick, whose 
administration implemented 
the reform and later helped 
advance the Affordable 

Care Act. Additional speak-
ers will include current and 
former legislative leaders, 
as well as Health Connec-
tor enrollees who will share 
how the law has impacted 
their lives. 

Two panel discussions 
featuring leaders from the 
business community, health 
care industry, government 
and policy sector will re-
flect on the collaboration 
required to pass the law, and 
then the necessary momen-
tum post-signing needed to 
successfully implement it 

The event will be held 
at Boston’s Faneuil Hall 
beginning at 10 AM on 
Monday, April 13, the same 
location it was signed 20 
years ago. Faneuil Hall 
was opened in 1742 and is 
known as “America’s Cra-
dle of Liberty” as the site of 
Revolutionary-era gather-
ings and protests. The event 
is open to the press, and 
more information will be 
provided closer to the event 
date.  

We converted our dining area adjacent to the kitchen into a combo dining and work space, 
featuring a counter-height bar with a matching console table for storage.

waitlist
• Includes $8 million for 

child care for providers and 
$7.5 million for the loan 
forgiveness program for 
providers

o $20 million for Green 
SchoolWorks program to 
help schools with clean en-
ergy upgrades

o $18.3 million for Finan-
cial Aid Supplements

o $20 million endowment 
Match for UMass and other 
state colleges and universi-
ties

o $5.1 million for Tomor-
row’s Teachers Loan For-
giveness program

o $5 million for ESOL 
Services Waitlist

The bill also allocates 
$507 million from the Gen-
eral Fund:

• $300 million for the 
Group Insurance Commis-
sion (GIC)

• $54.4 million for sher-
iffs, representing half of the 
deficiency

o Requires reporting on 
the expenses of proposed 
usage of the funds

• $41.6 million for DTA 
caseworkers

• $10 million for FIFA 
Boston for World Cup relat-

ed expenses

The bill also includes the 
following outside sections:

 • Food Donation Tax 
Credit: Establishes a food 
donation tax credit for farm 
businesses based on the 
amount of food donated to 
a nonprofit food distribution 
organization. The credit is 
capped at $5,000 annually 
per individual.

• Sustainable Aviation 
Fuel Credit: Allows taxpay-
ers to take a credit against 
the tax imposed on fuels 
used for aircraft propulsion 
and, subject to limitation, 
requires the amount of cred-
it per gallon of sustainable 
fuel to increase by $0.015 
for each additional 1 per-
cent reduction in life-cycle 
greenhouse gas emissions 
above 50 percent. The cred-
it is capped at $10 million 
total for all cumulative tax 
credits over a fiscal year.

• Ratifies eight Collec-
tive Bargaining Agreements 
(CBAs)

The bill passed the House 
of Representatives 150-3 
and now goes to the Senate 
for consideration.
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DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS TO SEE 
IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

DO YOU NEED TO RUN 
A  LEGAL NOTICE? 

ROBERT A. DELEO SENIOR CENTER

WEEKLY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

MARCH 30-APRIL 3, 2026

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
MONDAY

10:00am-11:00am
Indoor Walking @

St.  Michael ’s
Parish Gym

10:00am-11:00am
Yoga with Tr ish

($5)

10:00am-2:00pm
SHINE Counsel ing 

(appointment
required)

11:30am-3:00pm
Game Day 

(Mahjong,  Cards
and Cribbage)

4:00pm-5:30pm
Broken Jewelry

Workshop
(pre-registrat ion

required)

9:30am-10:30am
Exercise Class

($1)

10:30am-11:30am
Q&A Session with
Jay Higgins from
Congresswoman

Clark’s Off ice

10:30am-11:30am
Spanish with Pete

12:30pm-2:30pm
Art Class with

Dawn ($6)

9:15am-10:15am
Yoga with Tr ish ($5)

10:00am-11:00am
Indoor Walking @ St.
Michael ’s  Par ish Gym

(pre-registrat ion
required)

10:00am-12:00pm
Bereavement &

Caregiver Support
Group

10:30am-11:30am
Zumba with Cindy ($5)

11:45am-12:45pm
Tai Chi/Qi  Gong with

Cindy ($5)

12:00pm-2:00pm
Nutr it ion Cl inic

(appointment required)

12:15-1:45pm
Ital ian with Michael

1:00pm-2:30pm
Charl ieCard Workshop
(appointment required)

9:00am-3:00pm
Medical  Pedicures

($30 - appointment
required)

9:30am-10:30am
Exercise ($1)

12:00pm-12:30pm
Dine-In Lunch
(must order by

11am Wednesday)

12:45pm-3:00pm
Bingo

9:00am-10:00am
Yoga with Tr ish ($5)

10:00am-11:00am
Indoor Walking @ St.
Michael ’s  Par ish Gym

(pre-registrat ion
required)

10:00am-11:00am
Line Dancing with

Diane ($5)

For more information
on Senior Center

programs and tr ips,
as wel l  as lunch

menus and resources,
go to our website

ROBERT A. DELEO SENIOR CENTER       617-846-8538

35 HARVARD STREET, WINTHROP, MA 

HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY (8:30AM-6PM)            FRIDAY (8:30AM-1PM)

TUESDAY-THURSDAY (8:30AM-3:30PM) 

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING DATE OF 

APRIL 7, 2026
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Section 
2.9 (c) of the Code of the 
Town of Winthrop that the 
Winthrop Town Council will 

conduct a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday, April 7, 2026 
at on or after
6:30 pm in the Harvey 
Hearing Room, that 
the Town Council votes 
to Amend the Town 
Ordinances to include the 

following new Additional 
Ordinance as requested 
by the Town Manager 
and Department of Public 
Works Director Calla
 
Chapter  8.37-Land 
Disturbance and Erosion 

Control
All documents, legally 
accessible, pertaining to 
this hearing can be viewed 
in the Town Clerks Office,
Room 5 during normal 
business hours at the 
Winthrop Town Hall, or via 

email dquist@winthrop-
ma.gov
Denise Quist
Town Clerk
Council Clerk
3-20-2026

3/26
W

SUBMIT TO LEGALS@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM

Special to the Transcript

The Museum of African 
American History | Bos-
ton & Nantucket (MAAH) 
invites the public to take 
part in a series of vibrant 
programs, all offered at no 
cost, at its 46 Joy Street lo-
cation on Boston’s Beacon 
Hill. From wellness class-
es and thought-provoking 
discussions to story hours 
and film screenings, these 
events honor Black history, 
creativity, and community 
across generations. All pro-
grams are open to the pub-
lic. For more  information 
and to reserve a spot at these 
events, please visit www.
maah.org/events.

“Glitter Road”: A Read-
ing and Conversation 

with January Gill O’Neil   
Thursday, April 2, 2026, 

6:00 PM-8:00 PM   
FREE, Donations Appre-

ciated  
Join the Museum of Af-

rican American History for 
an evening with January 
Gill O’Neil, author of Glit-
ter Road, a Massachusetts 
Book Awards Honors win-
ner in poetry. O’Neil will 
read from this celebrated 
collection, discuss the lega-
cy of poet Phillis Wheatley, 
and review the landscape of 
contemporary Black wom-
en’s poetry in Boston and 
across Massachusetts. The 
evening includes a Q&A 

and book signing.  
FREE, Donations appre-

ciated.   
  
Saturdays with Sheila: 

Yoga at MAAH   
Saturday, April 4, 2026, 

10:00 AM-11:00 AM  
FREE, Donations appre-

ciated  
Refresh your mind, body, 

and spirit this April with a 
morning of mindfulness and 
yoga. Find your flow with 
Yogi Sheila Thorne of Bous 
Yoga at an all-levels class 
on the first Saturday of each 
month.  Arrive early to se-
cure a mat or bring one from 
home.  

  
Boston Family Days: 
Rebirth and Renewal 

Soundbath with Haus of 
Glitter   

Sunday, April 5, 2026, 
1:00 PM-2:00 PM  

FREE, Donations appre-
ciated.  

Experience sound and 
movement centered on self-
care, rebirth, clarity, and 
healing. Participants will be 
guided through restorative 
breathwork, deep listening, 
and gentle movement, im-
mersing themselves in the 
frequencies of healing and 
renewal.   

  
 Boston Family Days: 

Exploring Haitian History 
with Jean Appolon  

April 11, 2026, 1:00 PM-
2:00 PM  

FREE, Donations appre-
ciated.  

Join the Museum of Af-
rican American History 
for a Workshop on Haitian 
Folkloric Dance with cho-
reographer and teacher Jean 

Appolon. This communi-
ty-building workshop em-
phasizes the belief that we 
can learn about ourselves 
and one another when we 
dance together. Suitable for 
all levels.  

  
Hidden Histories Work-
shop: Touching the Past: 

Historical Artifacts as 
Portals   

April 16, 2026, 5:30 PM-
7:00 PM  

FREE, Donations appre-
ciated.  

Have you ever wondered 
how the objects around us 
can tell stories of the past? 
Artists Clarese Hill and Eli-
sa Hamilton lead a hands-
on workshop exploring how 
historical objects reveal the 
stories of Boston’s Black 
community in the 1800s. 
Participants will engage 
with artifacts and docu-
ments such as barbers tools 
from the 1800s, newspaper 
reproductions of The Liber-
ator, and a reproduction of 
Chloe Russell’s The Com-
plete Fortune Teller and 
Dream Book, uncovering 
hidden histories and reflect-
ing on the lives, struggles, 
and triumphs of those who 
came before us.  

  
Black Boston in Focus: A 
Public Art Walking Tour  

April 18, 2026, 1:00PM-
3:00PM  

Reimagine Beacon Hill 
through art and history with 
Elisa Hamilton and Clare-
ese Hill on a walking tour 
of their public art projects, 
Glimpses of Glapion and 
The Black Boston Dream 
Oracle. The tour begins at 
1:00 pm at Boston Com-

mon Visitors Center and 
is followed by a reception 
and Q&A at the Museum of 
African American History 
at 2:15 pm. Explore digital 
and XR works that bring 
Boston’s Black history and 
stories to life.  

  
Living Language: A Po-
etry Celebration of Voice 

with Amanda Shea  
April 25, 2026, 4:00 PM-

6:00 PM  
FREE, Donations appre-

ciated.  
Celebrate the liberating 

power of language when 
poet Amanda Shea brings 
her dynamic storytelling to 
the stage. The evening in-
cludes a community open 
mic for local poets and 
an interactive mini-work-
shop, Poetry as Preserva-
tion, where participants 
will write a five-line poem 
inspired by a museum ar-
tifact or exhibit piece. The 
program concludes with a 
collective reading of audi-
ence-created poems.  

  
World-building Cartogra-
phy: Reimagining History 

Through Mapmaking   
April 30, 2026, 5:30 PM-

7:00 PM  
Free, Donations Appreci-

ated.  
Join artists Clarese Hill 

and Elisa Hamilton for a 
hands-on mapmaking work-
shop exploring African, In-
digenous, and tarot practices 
and traditions. Participants 
will consider the political 
narrative of mapmaking; 
examine Boston maps from 
colonial times and create a 
map together. All materials 
are provided.  

The Museum of African American History celebrates 
throughout April with programs & special events 

Special to the Transcript

The  Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum  contin-
ues its  Winter/Spring 2026 
Weekend Concert Series, 
presenting superstar vio-
linist  Randall Goosby  with 
pianist  Zhu Wang  on  Sun-
day, April 12, 2026 at 
1:30 pm  and the  Renais-
sance String Quartet  (of 
which Goosby is a mem-
ber) on  Sunday, May 17, 
2026 at 1:30 pm. This fif-
teen-concert season curated 
by Abrams Curator of Mu-
sic George Steel  runs from 
January 25 through May 17, 
2026, and features world-
class artists in the Museum’s 
extraordinary Calderwood 
Hall—a 300-seat “sonic 
cube” with three levels of 
balconies designed so that 
80% of seats are front row, 
creating a uniquely intense 
and intentional listening ex-
perience.

Virtuoso violinist Randall 
Goosby  returns to Calder-
wood Hall on April 12 with 
pianist Zhu Wang for an in-
timate recital of epic music. 
Two major sonatas bookend 

the program: Debussy’s elu-
sive and gorgeous sonata 
is paired with  Beethoven’s 
sunny F major essay in the 
form. The concert also in-
cludes  Southland Sketch-
es  by  Harry Burleigh,  who 
was key in forging a quint-
essential American musi-
cal language, modifying 
the gorgeous modal inflec-
tions of spirituals with the 
chromatic ambiguities of 
Wagner’s harmony.  Ro-
mance  by Boston’s  Amy 
Beach, the best of the Sec-
ond New England School 
of composers, gorgeously 
drinks from a similar Wag-
nerian well.  Dvořák’s  Four 
Romantic Pieces  provide 
a bridge between these 
worlds, showing how Ro-
manticism and folk tradi-
tions can be seamlessly in-
terwoven.

Signed exclusively to 
Decca Classics in 2020 at 
the age of 24, American vi-
olinist Randall Goosby is 
acclaimed for the sensitivity 
and intensity of his musi-
cianship alongside his de-

The Renaissance String Quartet.

ISG Museum presents violinist Randall 
Goosby with pianist Zhu Wang in April, 
the Renaissance String Quartet in May

See CONCERT Page 11
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CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED
Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SUN TRANSCRIPT

Winthrop’s Pioneer

Winthrop
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Newspaper

SOLD

FOR SALE
LOOKING FOR Great 
Results? Call our clas-
sified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403

------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classified 
line ads, deadlines are 
Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403

------------------------------

Please Recycle

This Newspaper
________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call 
for our 4 week special! 
Call 781-485-0588.

Winthrop’s Professional Service DirectoryWinthrop’s Professional Service Directory
CLEANING SERVICES

ELECTRICIAN

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

1 col. x  
2 inches
$120 for 
3 months

($10/wk)

CONTRACTOR DOG WALKING

L. P.CONTRACTING

LUIGI: (617) 846-0142
FREE ESTIMATES… LICENSED …INSURED

Building & Remodeling
Kitchen ✧ Bathroom ✧ Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows ✧ Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

HANDYMAN

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707

Feeley & Daughters Clean-Up ServiceFeeley & Daughters Clean-Up Service
We remove all We remove all 
sorts of junk!sorts of junk!
Quick & Quick & 
convenient service.convenient service.

Free Free 
estimates!estimates!

LANDSCAPING

RAY’S LANDSCAPING
Full Service Yard Care

Edging-Weeding-Trimming
Cleanup-New Lawn-Fences

Patio-Pavers-Concrete-Brick

781-526-1181
Please Call Ray 

FREE same day estimates

MOVERS

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

MORELLI MASONRY & TILE
All Types of Masonry Repair, Ceramic Tile, 

Concrete Pours, Chimneys, Stairs, Walls,  
Cutting & Pointing • Restoration Cleaning

Fully Insured • No Job Too Small
Dennis Morelli

781-632-8812

MASONRY

CONSTRUCTION & LANDSCAPING 

Call for a free estimate

Walkways
Driveways

Patios & stairs
Sealcoating

Block, brick & stone

Spring cleaning
Weeding
Mulching

Tree Service
Fences

CONSTRUCTION REPAIRS



Call us today  

to set up  

your 

Classified 

Advertisement!

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

PAINTING

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

POOLS

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL CLOSINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL  
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL  DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E  T H I S  N E W S P A P E R  ♼

2 col. x 1 inches
$120 for 3 months

($10/wk)

2 col. x 1 inches
$120 for 3 months

($10/wk)

OLD 
CAR?

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE
$30/paper

Violinist Randall Goosby and pianist Zhu Wang.

termination to make music 
more inclusive and accessi-
ble, as well as bringing the 
music of under-represented 
composers to light. Goosby 
was recently appointed to 
The Juilliard School’s Pre-
paratory Division and the 
Pre-College violin faculty. 
He began studying violin at 
the age of seven and made 
his solo debut with the Jack-
sonville Symphony at age 
nine. Four years later, he 
became the youngest First 
Prize winner of the Sphinx 
Competition at thirteen, 
leading to debut perfor-
mances with the New York 
Philharmonic, Cleveland 
Orchestra, and New World 
Symphony. In addition to 
his performance at the Gard-
ner Museum, highlights of 
his current season include 
debut performances with 
the Atlanta Symphony Or-
chestra, Orchestre National 
de France, and San Diego 
Symphony. He returns this 
season to the San Francis-
co Symphony, Pittsburgh 
Symphony, and New Jersey 
Symphony, and appears in 
recital across the country. 
Of his concerto debut on 
Decca,  Gramophone  raved, 
“There’s an honesty and 

modesty...This playing isn’t 
dressed to impress but to ex-
press.”

Randall Goosby returns 
in May, when the Gardner 
Museum presents the  Re-
naissance String Quar-
tet  on  May 17, for the 
closing performance of 
the Winter/Spring 2026 
Weekend Concert Series. 
In addition to Goosby, this 
supergroup includes vio-
linist  Jeremiah Blacklow, 
violist  Jameel Martin, and 
cellist  Daniel Hass—four 
terrific musicians who find 
time in their busy touring 
lives as soloists and cham-
ber musicians to perform 
together.  Brahms’ String 
Quartet No. 2 in A minor 
anchors the program with 
its characteristic blend of 
passion and intellectual 
rigor. The concert also in-
cludes the great American 
composer  Florence Price’s 
String Quartet No. 1 in G 
Major. Price had a special 
gift for quartet writing; the 
exquisite and eloquent slow 
movement of her first quar-
tet shows her love of Amer-
ican song, especially Black 
spirituals. The program 
closes with String Quartet 
No. 1, “Love and Levity,” 

by  Daniel Hass, the cellist 
in the Renaissance String 
Quartet. He describes the 
piece as “Beethovenian in 
its thematic and structural 
tautness, but even more so 
in its motion towards ex-
cess.”

The Renaissance String 
Quartet is driven by a desire 
to reimagine the role and ca-
pacity of the string quartet 
as a vehicle for change, in-
spiring audiences, students, 
and collaborators around the 
world. Founded in 2021, the 
New York City-based quar-
tet was formed on the basis 
of over a decade of friend-
ship at The Perlman Music 
Program and The Juilliard 

School. The quartet feels a 
responsibility to command 
a diverse repertoire of clas-
sic, underrepresented, and 
new works, so they can con-
tribute to the reclamation, 
redefinition, and continua-
tion of a musical tradition 
that belongs to all of us. 
They represent and articu-
late an inclusive vision of 
the future of classical mu-
sic, which sees a culture of 
music wherein all lives and 
histories are welcomed and 
celebrated.

George Steel’s music pro-
gramming for the Museum 
continues founder and leg-
endary arts patron Isabella 
Stewart Gardner’s vision of 

bringing together musicians 
and audiences for inspiring 
gatherings. Dating to 1927, 
the Gardner’s Weekend 
Concert Series is the lon-
gest running museum mu-
sic program in the country. 
Much like Isabella Stewart 
Gardner did in her time, 
Steel champions unknown 
repertoire and embraces 
new works, creates connec-
tions and builds community 
among musicians, and sup-
ports them by presenting 
them in new endeavors and 
collaborations. His pro-
gramming also frequently 
draws on the history of the 
Gardner Museum, featuring 
instruments from the Muse-

um’s collection and music 
by composers who were 
associated with its founder. 
In honoring Isabella Stew-
art Gardner’s musical leg-
acy, Music at the Gardner 
remains strongly commit-
ted to broadening the rep-
ertoire of music presented 
to include previously over-
looked and marginalized 
composers as well as per-
formers of all backgrounds.

  Tickets are available 
at  gardnermuseum.org/
about/music  or by calling 
the Box Office at 617 278 
5156. For additional in-
formation including about 
accessibility, please con-
tact boxoffice@isgm.org.

Music //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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Person Person 

cates who bring deep exper-
tise and lived experience to 
this work.”  

“Massachusetts has long 
been a national leader in 
health care and disability 
services,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Kim Driscoll. 
“Today’s executive order 
builds on that legacy by 
focusing attention and re-
sources on adults with pro-
found autism and ensuring 
that our systems are better 
coordinated to meet their 
needs.” 

The Executive Order es-
tablishes an advisory coun-
cil led by the Executive Of-
fice of Health and Human 
Services, with designees 
from the Executive Office 
of Housing and Livable 
Communities, Executive 
Office of Administration 
and Finance, Department 
of Developmental Services, 
Department of Mental 
Health, Medicaid Direc-

tor, and the Chairs of the 
Joint Committee on Chil-
dren, Families, and Persons 
with Disabilities. Governor 
Healey will also appoint 
up to 10 additional mem-
bers representing families, 
clinicians, providers and 
advocates with expertise in 
supporting adults with pro-
found autism.  

The advisory council will 
develop recommendations 
focused on: 

• Reporting on the prev-
alence of adults with pro-
found autism in Massachu-
setts;  

• Strengthening coordi-
nation across state systems 
serving adults with pro-
found autism, including 
reviewing eligibility re-
quirements across service 
systems;

• Promoting person-cen-
tered, strengths-based ap-
proaches that recognize the 
needs of adults with pro-

found autism;
• Identifying opportuni-

ties to improve access to 
stable housing, health care, 
community-based services, 
and meaningful daily activ-
ities;

• Encouraging innova-
tive residential living and 
service models that support 
safety, stability, and quality 
of life;

• Improving the use of 
data to better understand 
population needs, service 
utilization, outcomes, and 
efficient use of state re-
sources over time;

• Supporting a sustain-
able and well-trained work-
force responsive to level of 
care and support needs; and

• Informing future poli-
cy and budget planning in a 
manner consistent with the 
state’s long-term fiscal re-
sponsibility. 

Gov. Healey signs Executive Order to support adults with profound autism
Special to the Transcript

On Monday, ahead of 
Autism Awareness Month, 
Governor Maura Healey 
signed an Executive Or-
der to establish a statewide 
strategy to better support 
adults with profound au-
tism, or adults who are over 
22 years old with diagnosed 
autism spectrum disorder 
and require 24-hour sup-
port and assistance due to a 

significant intellectual dis-
abilities and limited or no 
language skills. The Execu-
tive Order aims to improve 
coordination across state 
agencies, promote innova-
tion and advance outcomes 
for adults with profound 
autism and their families. 
Adults with profound au-
tism and intellectual devel-
opmental disabilities repre-
sent a highly vulnerable and 
growing population in Mas-

sachusetts.  
“Massachusetts is com-

mitted to care and support 
for all. This executive or-
der will strengthen coordi-
nation across agencies and 
help ensure that adults with 
profound autism and their 
families receive the support 
they need,” said Governor 
Healey. “I look forward 
to appointing individuals 
representing families, pro-
viders, clinicians and advo-

Special to the Transcript

The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority 
(MBTA) has announced its 
service updates which go 
into effect on Sunday, April 
5. Service information is 
available now at MBTA.
com/ServiceChanges. 

Riders are strongly en-
couraged to check sched-
ules in advance and to use 
the MBTA’s Trip Planner as 
well as the MBTA Go app to 
view live information.   

“People rely on the 
MBTA every day to get to 
work, school, doctor's ap-
pointments and many of our 
incredible businesses,” said 
Governor Healey. “Riders 
deserve service that is fre-
quent and reliable. With 
bus service now exceed-
ing pre-pandemic levels 
and more frequent subway 
trains, riders will see shorter 
wait times and more depend-
able trips across the system. 
This is why my adminis-
tration and the Legislature 
have prioritized historic in-
vestments in the T. We have 
more work to do, but these 
improvements show real 
progress toward building a 
transportation system that 
people can count on." 

“Our seasonal service 
improvements reflect the 
decisions and process our 
workforce makes each day. 
It's the MBTA's priority to 
increase reliability and de-
liver more transportation 
options for our riders,” said 
Interim Secretary and Gen-
eral Manager Phillip Eng. 
“With more bus service than 
before the pandemic and in-
creased subway frequency, 
we are continuing to make 
the MBTA a system that 
people can rely on and want 
to use.” 

Subway Updates  
This March, the MBTA 

put into service the final pair 
of CRRC Orange Line cars. 
With these new vehicles, as 
well as track and operation-
al improvements, the num-
ber of scheduled weekday 
Orange Line trips increases 
by 8% to the highest level 
seen in recent recorded his-
tory—and exceeds the num-
ber of scheduled Red Line 
trips.  

• Orange Line: The fre-
quency of trains is increas-
ing all week due to contin-
ued track and procedure 
improvements. 

• Red Line: The frequen-
cy of trains is increasing 
during weekdays due to 
continued track and proce-
dure improvements. 

Starting around 8 PM 
each evening, riders should 
budget an additional 10 – 
15 minutes of travel time 
if traveling between JFK/
UMass and Ashmont and 
Braintree due to work at 
Columbia Junction. Work 
is anticipated to complete 
at the end of April. These 
efforts will improve the 
overall reliability of the Red 
Line. 

• Blue Line: Trip times 
will shift slightly to improve 
weekday reliability.  

• Green Line: Trip times 
will shift slightly to improve 
reliability every day on 
the B and E Branches and 
weekdays on the C Branch. 

 
Bus Updates 

Keeping the MBTA’s 
commitment to improving 
overall bus service through 
incremental operational 
changes and the Better Bus 
Project, the agency will 
continue to implement quar-
terly service improvements. 
This season, 37 bus routes 
across the system will see 
service increases and two 
routes will be upgraded to 
operate every 15 minutes or 
better. These improvements 
allow the MBTA to offer 
service at a level beyond 
Winter 2020 service levels. 
The MBTA is proud to offer 
more equitable service and 
options for transit depen-
dent riders. 

• Route 85 and CT2. 
These two routes will be 
consolidated and called 
Route 85 beginning April 5. 
All trips will extend to As-
sembly. All stops between 
Assembly and Ruggles on 
Route 85 will be served. 

• Route 9 and SL2: These 
routes will become ‘Fre-
quent Bus Routes’ and can 
be expected to run every 
15 minutes or better on all 
days.   

• Routes 16, 24, 42, 96, 
101, 220, 455: Frequency 
will increase.   

• Route 87: All trips will 
extend to Arlington Cen-
ter, going beyond Claren-
don Hill. This makes ser-
vice simpler, easier to use, 
and provides new evening 
and Sunday service along 
Broadway in Arlington 

• Routes 40 and 50:  The 
evening and Sunday com-
bined 40/50 route will be 
replaced with more indi-
vidual Route 40 and Route 
50 service. Hours of service 
will increase on both routes 
every day of the week. 

• Route 226: New Sunday 
service between Braintree 
and Columbian Square in 
Weymouth begins. 

• Route 350: All trips 
will serve Burlington Mall 
Road. This provides more 
service to the Burlington 
Mall, Lahey Hospital, We-
gmans, and other retail and 
medical destinations. 

• Route 714 and 716: A 
one-year service pilot to 
expand service on Routes 
714 and 716 begins. Select 
Route 714 trips extend to 
Nantasket Junction. New 
Sunday service begins on 
Route 716.  Seasonal week-
end service to Houghton’s 
Pond will return on Route 
716 beginning Saturday, 
May 23, 2026. Read the full 
release. 

• SL1: Earlier trips will 
depart at 5:30 AM from 
both South Station and Lo-
gan Airport on weekdays 
and from South Station on 
Saturdays.  

For other runtime, reli-
ability, and trip shift chang-
es, see mbta.com/Service-
Changes for schedules.     

 
Ferry Schedule Changes 

• Hingham/Rowes Wharf 
weekday service contin-
ues to operate year-round. 
Weekend service does not 
exist. 

• Hingham/Hull Ferry 
weekday service contin-
ues to operate year-round. 
Weekend service will re-
sume on May 23, 2026 (Me-
morial Day Weekend). 

• East Boston Ferry week-
day service will resume on 
Monday, March 30, 2026. 
Weekend service will re-
sume on Saturday April 4, 
2026. 

• Charlestown Ferry 
weekday and weekend ser-
vice continues to operate 
year-round. 

• Lynn Ferry, Winthrop 
Ferry, and Quincy Ferry 
weekday service will re-
sume Monday, April 27, 
2026. Weekend service will 
resume on May 23, 2026 
(Memorial Day Weekend). 

For more information, 
visit mbta.com/Service-
Changes or connect with 
the T on X @MBTA and 
@MBTA_CR, Facebook /
TheMBTA, Instagram @
theMBTA, Threads @them-
bta, or TikTok @thembta. 

MBTA restores bus service beyond pre-COVID 
levels and increases subway frequency  


