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One evening as the 
sun begins to set, pay 
a visit to Crest Avenue 
Park. Enjoy the simple 
pleasure of sitting on a 
bench under the holiday 
lights strung high in the 
trees, with a cup of hot 
tea or coffee from a near-
by shop, and a friend or 
loved one by your side. 
Or if you’re heading in or 
out of town, take a mo-
ment to enjoy the festive 
lights on the pine trees 
lining Main Street as you 
come over the bridge 
from East Boston. And 
there are plans for even 

more holiday decorations 
at the entrance from Re-
vere.

After nearly a year of 
hardship, illness, and 
challenge, we can be 
thankful for the sparkle, 
the lights in the trees, the 
small acts of kindness 
found on every corner in 
our town.

Thanks goes to the 
Board of the Winthrop 
Foundation, led by 
Chairman Russ Sanford 
and six other dedicated 
trustees who initiated 
the holiday lighting ef-
fort. Thanks also to the 
Winthrop Chamber of 

Commerce led by Pres-
ident Vin Recchia and 
Executive Director Betsy 
Shane. The two organiza-
tions partnered to provide 
funding for the holiday 
lights at Crest Avenue 
Park, in their wish to cre-
ate festivity and joy as 
2020 comes to a close. 
The Winthrop Founda-
tion provided the fund-
ing for the Main Street 
holiday lights, and spe-
cial thanks go to Trust-
ees Vinny Crossman and 
Vasili Mallios who put up 
the lights to make Main 
Street sparkle. Funds are 

SOCIALLY 
DISTANCED SANTA 
CLAUS IS COMING 
TO TOWN FOR 
PHOTOS

Join us on Saturday, 
Dec. 12 or Saturday, Dec. 
19, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
at the Memorial Gymna-
sium on Pauline Street 
for socially distanced 
photos with Santa. Pho-
tos of your children or 
your family are available.

Please remember that 
for “family” for these 
photos, it is considered 
only people living in 
your household. A photo 
will be emailed to you 
and you can take your 
own photo as well.

The cost is $15 per fam-
ily and you must register 
one person in the family 
to hold a spot for a specific 
hour. You will be emailed 
back a specific time to 
attend within that hour. 
Masks are required until 
you sit for your photo.

Offered exclusively
by Elizabeth Ferrara

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website; cottagehillrealestate.com
Elizabeth Ferrara

            (781) 718-7094

Gorgeous 9 Room Beachfront
home for rent   $3750
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73 HORACE STREET 
EAST BOSTON

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 12-1:30PM
Coming Soon! East Boston Harborview 

neighbor. Perfect single starter single 
family. 3 Bedrooms close to Beach and 

T. $479,900

165 COTTAGE STREET 
#605 - CHELSEA

Mill Creek! Budget friendly 2 bedrooms 
and 2 bathroom condominium. Master 

bedroom with walk-in closet and en-suite 
bath. In-unit laundry. Newly renovated 

kitchen with open concept design. Garage 
parking and many amenities $364,900

27 LEXINGTON STREET 
EAST BOSTON

New Listing! Oversized Eagle Hill two 
family with three levels of living space. 

Well maintained with large private 
backyard. $789,999

75 HGHLAND AVENUE
WINTHROP

New to Market!  Classic Colonial in the 
Highlands, 5 Bedrooms and 2.5 Bathrooms. 
Updated kitchen with granite counters and 
SS appliances. New roof, boiler and exterior 

paint!  $749,900

38 PLEASANT PARK RD 
WINTHROP

Entertainer's Dream!  Centrally located 
single family with 3 bedrooms. Many 

updates including heat & A/C, kitchen 
updates and newer roof. In ground pool in 
your own private oasis with cabana too! 

$525,000

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See VREELAND Page 3

Call for an 
"Absolutely FREE
Market Analysis"
617-461 4238

www.unitedbrokersworld.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

See LIGHT&JOY Page 3

A little holiday light and joy

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop
 See our Ad on Page 7Winthrop Marketplace Appreciates your Continued Support

FOR EVERYONE’S HEALTH AND SAFETY, WE ARE 
TEMPORARILY CLOSED. WE WILL REOPEN AS 

SOON AS IT’S SAFE TO DO SO. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT AND UNDERSTANDING.

From left to right: Russ Sanford Winthrop Foundation Chairman, Speaker of the House 
Robert A. DeLeo with granddaughter Autumn, Jeffrey Turco Foundation Treasurer, Gus 
Martucci Foundation Trustee, Philip Boncore Town Council President with granddaughters 
Stella and Sophia, Brian Leslie Foundation Trustee, Senator Joseph Boncore, Betsy Shane 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, Betsy Rueda Gynn Foundation Administrator. 
Not pictured: Vin Recchia Chamber President; Foundation Trustees Vinny Crossman, Vasili 
Mallios, Terence Delehanty)

By Laura Plummer

On Tuesday, Nov. 24, 
Town Manager Austin 
Faison presented his an-
nual Fall Forum to the 
Town Council where he 
touched on the major 
issues currently facing 
Winthrop.

The presentation 
covered five areas: 
COVID-19, finances, 
middle school site, water 
and sewer, and depart-
ment updates.

COVID-19
Winthrop’s vulnera-

bility to the virus lies in 
its proximity to hard-hit 
Lynn, Chelsea and Re-
vere. Despite Town hall 
being closed to the pub-
lic since March 16, it has 
continued to render ser-
vices to the public with-
out interruption. All mu-
nicipal offices have been 
providing remote support 
and meeting virtually. As 

a result, no cluster out-
breaks have impacted 
town employees.

CARES Act funding 
has allowed the expan-
sion of the Winthrop Pub-
lic Health Dept., which 
was overstretched due 
to the pandemic. Future 
staffing and organization 
of the department will be 
optimized to tackle the 
issues of the day.

Town Hall will remain 
closed until Feb. 1 with 
all meetings continuing 
virtually. No-cost testing 
will be offered until the 
end of December. The 
town will continue net-
working with profession-
als around decision-mak-
ing, and will expand its 
campaign of encouraging 
masks, social distancing, 
handwashing and, even-
tually, vaccination.

Faison cautioned that 
2021 would be “another 
difficult year”, with no 

Faison presents 
local overview in 
annual Fall Forum

See FALL FORUM Page 3

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remote-
ly on Nov. 24 for its fi-
nal meeting before the 
Thanksgiving holiday, 
where COVID was the 
dominant theme of the 
evening.

Council President 
Phil Boncore opened on 
a somber note, calling 
for a moment of silence 
for Joseph Ferrino, fa-
ther of Councilman Rich 
Ferrino, who died from 
COVID-19 on Nov. 22. 
Boncore called the elder 
Ferrino “a pillar in the 
Italian-American com-
munity.”

“Just because we’re in 
the Yellow Zone doesn’t 

mean we’re not a high-
risk community,” he said. 
“Wear your mask. Be 
vigilant.”

As of Nov. 24, Win-
throp had 752 total cases, 
with 24 deceased (Ferri-
no was not yet included 
in the data), and 49 in 
isolation. Winthrop’s in-
cident rate appears to be 
slowing, dropping from 
51 percent to 31 percent 
in recent weeks, but of-
ficials predicted another 
surge due to Thanksgiv-
ing gatherings.

The School Commit-
tee met Nov. 23 for a 
marathon meeting last-
ing three hours. It voted 
5-2 to adopt the Board 

COVID dominates pre-holiday 
Town Council meeting

See COVID-19 Page 3
By Kate Anslinger 

Thanks  to the help of 
WCAT Director, Mike 
Cabral and Executive 
Director of the Winthrop 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Betsy Shane, this year’s 
virtual tree lighting was 
a success.  The program, 
which is approximate-
ly one hour and fifteen 
minutes long, showcases 

a long list of entertaining 
acts and holiday greet-
ings. 

Kicking off the virtual 
ceremony, were masked 
dance performances by 
students from Jessica 
Gordon School of Per-
forming Arts. Paula Fla-
herty and her dog Benny 
did their best rendition 
of Holly Jolly Christ-
mas, while the team at 

East Boston Savings 
Bank and a group from 
Parks and Recreation 
took Jingle Bells to the 
next level. The Tennen 
Family invited viewers 
into their home to share 
their Hanukkah tradition. 
Several youngsters made 
their big screen debut as 
they doled out holiday 

Tree lighting a success despite being virtual 

See TREE LIGHTING Page 3
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WINTHROP POLICE BLOTTER

News Briefs // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GERRY D’AMBROSIO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

IS YOUR ESTATE IN ORDER?
DO YOU HAVE AN UPDATED WILL, HEALTH CARE

PROXY, OR POWER OF ATTORNEY?
IF NOT, PLEASE CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

 

781-284-5657

The following incident 
reports are among the 
calls to which the Win-
throp Police Department 
responded on the listed 
dates:

MONDAY, NOV. 16
0712: An officer re-

sponded to a report of 
a motor vehicle  (MV) 
blocking a driveway on 
Banks St. The officer is-
sued a parking ticket and 
the MV was moved.

0944: A Harbor View 
Ave. resident reported 
that a stroller had been 
stolen from in front  of 
her home. The officer 
filed a report.

1323: A resident came 
into the station to report 
that his identity had been 
used in a fraudulent at-
tempt to obtain unem-
ployment benefits. The 
officer filed a report.

1407: An officer 
stopped  a MV on Re-
vere St. When the offi-
cer determined that the 
MV was unregistered, 
he issued a citation to 
the operator for the  civ-
il  infraction of operating 
an unregistered MV. The 
officer followed the op-
erator home so that he 
could park the MV on 
private property and then 
take care of the registra-
tion issue.

1410: A resident came 
into the station to report 
that his identity had been 
used in a fraudulent at-
tempt to obtain unem-
ployment benefits. The 
officer filed a report.

1436:  An offi-
cer stopped a MV at 
Tafts  Ave. and Otis St. 
When the officer deter-
mined that the MV was 
unregistered, he issued 
a citation to the operator 
for the civil infraction of 
operating an unregistered 
MV. The officer   stayed 
with the operator while 
he renewed his registra-
tion on-line.

1450:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) at Main and 
Wilshire Sts. for the civil 
infraction of a red light 
violation and issued a ci-
tation to the operator.

1814: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Sea Foam Ave. 
and Shirley St. When the 
officer determined that 
the plates on the MV be-
longed  to a different ve-

hicle, he ordered the MV 
to be towed and issued 
a citation to the operator 
for the criminal offense 
of attaching plates.

1855: An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle  (MV) at Wadsworth 
Ave. and Winthrop St. 
for the civil infraction of 
not having its lights on. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1922: A resident came 
into the station to report 
that her identity had been 
used in a fraudulent at-
tempt to obtain unem-
ployment benefits. The 
officer filed a report.

1924: A resident came 
into the station to report 
that his identity had been 
used in a fraudulent at-
tempt to obtain unem-
ployment benefits. The 
officer filed a report.

2214:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) at Main and 
Beal Sts. for the civil 
infraction of not having 
its lights on. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

2316:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Main and Her-
mon Sts. for the civil in-
fraction of an equipment 
violation. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

2327:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Bellevue Ave. 
and Pleasant St. for the 
civil infraction of an 
equipment violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

2343:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) on Washing-
ton  Ave. for the civil 
infraction of failing to 
use a directional signal. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

2350:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Belcher St. for 
the civil infraction of a 
marked lanes violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

TUESDAY, NOV. 17
0012:  An officer 

stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Main and Pleas-
ant Sts. and ordered the 
MV to be towed to pri-
vate property.

1320: An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) at Main and 

Paine Sts. for the civil 
infraction of an expired 
registration. The officer 
stood by while the owner 
renewed the registration 
on-line.

1419: A resident came 
into the station to report 
being the victim of an 
identity fraud. The offi-
cer filed a report.

1502: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Main St. and 
Amelia Ave. for the civil 
infraction of a light vio-
lation. The officer issued 
a citation to the operator.

1516:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Cross St. for a 
civil infraction and is-
sued a citation to the op-
erator.

1704: A resident came 
into the station to report 
that she had applied for a 
job through the web site 
Indeed. After she got the 
job, the company sent 
her two checks for her to 
buy “supplies.” The job 
is non-existent and the 
checks are fake. The of-
ficer filed a report.

1723: An officer is-
sued a parking ticket to 
a MV that was blocking 
the police station drive-
way and preventing the 
cruiser from exiting.

1808: An officer re-
sponded to a minor 
motor  vehicle accident 
(MVA) in the Cumber-
land Farms parking lot 
and assisted the parties 
with the exchange of pa-
pers.

1832:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Walden St. for a 
civil infraction and gave 
a verbal warning to the 
operator.

1832: A Trident Ave. 
resident reported the lar-
ceny of $850 cash from 
her apartment.

1851: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Main St. for an 
equipment violation. The 
officer arrested a 32 year-
old Medford man on an 
outstanding warrant.

2110: A resident re-
ported that his alcohol 
breath-testing equipment 
that had been issued 
through the Probation 
Dept. was not work-
ing. An officer checked 
with the Probation Dept. 
and the defendant came 
into the station on a bi-
cycle to take a breath 
test on equipment in 
the police station. The 
defendant  passed the 
breathalyzer test and the 
Probation Dept. was no-
tified.

2314:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Revere St. and 
Deane Ave. for the civil 
infraction of an equip-

ment violation. The offi-
cer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

2344:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) at Pleasant St. 
and Ingleside Ave. for 
the civil infraction of 
an equipment violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 18
0041:  An officer 

stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Pleasant and 
Main Sts. for the civil in-
fraction of an equipment 
violation (inoperable 
plate light). The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

0859: An officer re-
sponded to a minor MVA 
on Cliff Ave. and assisted 
the parties with the ex-
change of papers.

1219: A FedEx driv-
er reported that he was 
chased and almost bitten 
by a dog in the 200 block 
of Pleasant  St. The Ani-
mal Control Officer met 
with the owner of the 
dog.

1722: Officers  re-
sponded to a report of a 
MVA involving a pedes-
trian on Paine St.   The 
victim was transported to 
MGH.

1926:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) at Walden and 
Main Sts. for the civil 
infraction of not having 
its headlights on. The of-
ficer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

2258:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Main St. for a 
civil infraction and is-
sued a citation to the op-
erator.

THURSDAY, NOV. 19
0005: A repossession 

company reported the 
repo of a MV on Walde-
mar Ave.

1454: An officer issued 
a parking ticket to a MV 
parked at a fire hydrant 
on Locust St.

1504:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Winthrop and 
Atlantic Sts. for a civ-
il infraction and gave a 
verbal warning to the op-
erator.

1803:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Tewksbury St. 
and Shore Drive for a 
civil infraction and gave 
a verbal warning to the 
operator.

1955: An officer re-
sponded to a MVA on 
Shore Drive in which a 
MV struck two parked 
cars. The operator was 
bleeding from her nose. 
The matter was referred 
to the State Police.

2007: A Prospect Ave. 

resident reported that 
his parked MV had been 
struck by a hit-and-run 
operator damaging his 
front quarter panel and 
front left bumper. The of-
ficer filed a report.

2312:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Revere and Tay-
lor Sts. for a civil infrac-
tion and gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

2324:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Edgehill Rd. 
and Pleasant St. for a 
civil infraction and gave 
a verbal warning to the 
operator.

FRIDAY, NOV. 20
0012:  An officer 

stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Winthrop and 
Main Sts. for the civil in-
fractions of speeding and 
an equipment violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

0028:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) at Walden and 
Short Sts. for the civil in-
fractions of speeding and 
a marked lanes violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

0859: An officer is-
sued a parking ticket for 
a MV partially blocking 
a driveway at Moore St. 
and Shore Drive.

1239: A Revere St. 
resident reported that a 
FedEx package that had 
been reported as deliv-
ered had been stolen 
from her steps. The offi-
cer filed a report.

1312: A local business 
reported a fraud involv-
ing bad checks used for 
the purchase of some 
items.

1509: An officer dis-
persed a group of about 
10 older youths who 
were playing basketball 
without face masks at 
Coughlin Playground.

1925: An officer dis-
persed a group of youths 
from the Cummings 
School playground.

SATURDAY, NOV. 21
0941: A caller report-

ed that his MV had been 
struck by a hit-and-run 
operator at the 7/11 on 
Revere St. The officer 
filed a report.

1018: An officer is-
sued a parking ticket to a 
MV parked too closely to 
the corner and impeding 
a fire truck from making 
the turn at Shore Drive 
and Dolphin Ave.

1130: A resident came 
into the station to report 
being the victim of iden-
tity fraud.  The officer 
filed a report.

1218: An officer re-
sponded to a local busi-
ness parking lot and re-

stored the peace between 
two persons arguing 
about a parking issue.

1346:  A resident came 
into the station to report 
being the victim of an 
identity fraud.  The offi-
cer filed a report.

1417: A resident came 
into the station to report 
that her identity had 
been used to file a fraud-
ulent unemployment 
claim. The officer filed a 
report.

1530: Officers re-
sponded to a dispute be-
tween neighbors on Riv-
er Rd. involving a dog 
and a cat. The officers 
spoke to both parties and 
restored the peace.

1620: An officer re-
sponded to a call from 
a person who said that 
his MV had been struck 
while parked in East 
Boston and he followed 
the operator to Winthrop, 
where she was refusing 
to exchange papers. The 
officer assisted the par-
ties with the exchange of 
papers.

1735: A resident came 
into the station to report 
that her identity had 
been used to file a fraud-
ulent unemployment 
claim. The officer filed a 
report.

SUNDAY, NOV. 22
0115: Officers re-

sponded to a report of 
loud noise in an apart-
ment in the 400 block of 
Shirley St. and restored 
the peace.

0235: A resident re-
ported three youths wear-
ing hoodies and carrying 
flashlights had just run 
through his property. An 
officer reported locating 
two of the suspects at 
Pleasant and Winthrop 
Sts. and obtaining their 
identification in the event 
that further follow-up is 
necessary.

1136: A resident came 
into the station to re-
port that his identity had 
been used to file a fraud-
ulent unemployment 
claim. The officer filed a 
report.

1202: An officer di-
rected contractors work-
ing on a residence on 
Undine Ave. to cease 
doing so for the day. The 
workers were unaware of 
the town by-law forbid-
ding construction work 
on Sundays.

1301:  An officer di-
rected contractors work-
ing on a residence on 
Tilestone Rd. to cease 
doing so for the day. The 
workers were unaware of 
the town by-law forbid-
ding construction work 
on Sundays.

Winthrop 
Flu CliniC

Date: Saturday, December 5
Location: Memorial Gym at 
old Winthrop Middle School

Time: 10am – 2pm
Ages 2 and Up

Appointment available and encouraged
Please call: 617-539-5848

COVID-19 screenings required

MCU WINS 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICE AWARD

Metro Credit Union 
(MCU), Massachusetts’ 
largest state-chartered 
credit union, today an-
nounced it is the first-
place national recipient 
of CUNA’s 2020 Dora 
Maxwell Social Respon-
sibility Community Ser-
vice Award. The  Dora 
Maxwell Award is pre-

sented to credit unions 
for their outstanding so-
cial responsibility proj-
ects in their communi-
ties.

Metro received this 
award for its work last 
year surrounding Still 
She Rises, an event hon-
oring Ersilia Cataldo 
Matarazzo, a beloved 20-
year employee whose life 
was tragically cut short 
because of domestic vi-

olence. The event raised 
$55,000, which was do-
nated to three local or-
ganizations providing 
comprehensive services 
to people whose lives 
have been impacted by 
domestic violence.

“At Metro, we are 
committed in the fight 
against domestic vio-
lence, a heinous act that 
occurs all too frequent-
ly in our communities,” 

said Robert Cashman, 
CEO and president. “We 
are honored to contin-
ue that fight in Ersilia’s 
name and thank CUNA 
for recognizing us for our 
efforts.”

Recently, Metro has 
been recognized by oth-
er organizations for its 
commitment to giving 
back to the community. 
In June, Banking New 
England named Metro a 
“Credit Union Hero” for 
its work surrounding Still 
She Rises. In July, the 
Boston Business Journal 
included Metro on its list 
of the most charitable or-
ganizations in Massachu-
setts.

To learn more about 
Metro Credit Union, 
please visit www.Met-
roCU.org, and connect 
with us on LinkedIn.

Recycled newspapers can be made 
into cereal boxes, egg cartons, pencil 

barrels, grocery bags, tissue paper 
and  so much more!q

DID YOU KNOW?
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Light & Joy // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tree lighting // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

COVID-19 // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

School district due to receive BinaxNOW rapid testing

Mass. Unemployment and job estimates for October 

No purchase necessary to enter. Must be 18 or older to enter and win. Limit one entry per person. One winner will be 
drawn per  branch and will receive a $200 American Express® gift card. 5 winners will be drawn bank-wide to receive a $500 
American Express® gift card. Our employees and members of their household are not eligible to win the prizes. All winners 
will be notified by Wednesday, December 16, 2020. Winners do not need to be present.  Ask a representative for details. 

now - December 8th

enter for a

END 2020 
ON A GOOD NOTE!

 
American Express® 

Gift Card
(1 winner 

per branch)

or  
American Express® 

Gift Card
(5 winners 

bank-wide)

$500$200

Member FDIC | Member DIF
800.657.3272    EBSB.com

limited even for organi-
zations like the Chamber 
and the Foundation, but 
by working together and 
making the most of what 
we have, we can make 
this season merry and 
bright. 

The Winthrop Founda-
tion was founded in May 
2019 to administer a gen-
erous appropriation from 

the Massachusetts Port 
Authority (Massport), 
with support from Speak-
er Robert A. DeLeo and 
Senator Joseph Boncore. 
Since then, the Founda-
tion has awarded over 
$160,000 in grants and 
assistance to local non-
profits, public programs, 
youth, vulnerable resi-
dents, food pantries and 

the like. The Winthrop 
Chamber of Commerce 
fosters the economic 
enhancement of local 
businesses to help main-
tain long-term econom-
ic vitality and growth in 
town. Enjoy the lights, 
raise a glass, and Happy 
Holidays to All!

projected end date to the 
COVID restrictions. The 
town’s CARES Act fund-
ing expires on the last 
day of the year, with no 
additional federal fund-
ing lined up. He added 
that education and bud-
get creation will continue 
to be of concern.

FY21 Financial 
Update

COVID-19 has had 
significant impacts on 
the town’s FY21 budget, 
and the town is updating 
its revenue projections 
monthly. Nearly 65 per-
cent of the town’s reve-
nue comes from property 
taxes. Property values 
have outpaced property 
taxes. In FY20, Winthrop 
had the 65th lowest bud-
get per capita of all 351 
towns in the state. De-
partments are already 
preparing their FY22 
budgets and a balanced 
budget document for 
FY22 should be avail-
able to the public by the 
spring. (For a more in-
depth look at the town’s 
finances, visit the town’s 
YouTube channel.)

Middle School Site
The Win2030 sur-

vey asked the public 
how they would like to 
redevelop the old mid-
dle school site, which is 
largely empty and which 
the town currently pays 
insurance on. The site 
will need to be rezoned 
in order to develop it and 
the Joint Committee has 
been holding meetings to 
gather public input on the 
project.

Water and Sewer
Community members 

have requested an audit 
of the water/sewer rate, 
prompting a deeper dive 
into the town’s rate struc-
ture. A consultant will 
review the situation and 
public input will be so-
licited as needed. Rates 
are established by the 
town staff along with the 
MWRA assessment and 
debt-financed infrastruc-
ture work. Outside audit-
ing occurs annually. 

Department Updates
The Police Department 

has been in communica-
tion with the Town Man-
ager’s office regarding 
the department’s com-

pliance with the national 
#8Can’tWait campaign, 
which developed eight 
strategies to reduce civil-
ian deaths at the hands of 
police. The department is 
currently proactively re-
viewing its use-of-force 
policy with the town’s at-
torney. Additionally, the 
WPD received almost 
$30,000 in funding for 
new dashboard cameras 
and a new server.

Regarding the Center 
Business District, Public 
Works projected a water 
main improvement com-
pletion by Nov. 25. All 
sewer mains have been 
installed, with 70 per-
cent of service installed. 
Seventy percent of storm 
drain improvements have 
been installed. Electri-
cal ducts, street lighting, 
street and sidewalk im-
provements, and the re-
maining storm drain im-
provements will resume 
in spring of 2021.

The Transportation 
Safety Advisory Commit-
tee will hold public meet-
ings on Dec. 9 and Dec. 
16 to gather community 
opinion on the success of 
the Point Shirley parking 
pilot program.

of Health’s request to 
not open the schools for 
in-person learning prior 
to Jan. 4. Council Pres. 
Boncore said reopening 
was dependent on there 
not being another super-
spreader event.

Once schools reopen, 
they will be equipped 
with COVID test kits 
for students who show 
symptoms. However, a 
recent survey of Win-
throp school students 
showed that 25 percent 
will not return to in-per-
son learning even when 
the schools do reopen. 
For this reason, full-time 
remote teachers will be 
available.

The School Commit-
tee also voted to allow 
students to return to ath-
letic practice on Dec. 14, 
in a move Councilor Rob 
DeMarco said “sounds 
like we’re putting athlet-
ics before academics.”

During the public 
comment period, call-
er Colleen Murphy said 
that parents were “on 
the verge of tears” at 
the School Committee 
meeting, but added that 

“they’re not doing what 
they’re supposed to be 
doing.” She suggested 
that in order to get chil-
dren back into schools, 
Winthrop may have to 
shut down again “so par-
ents will be more mind-
ful.”

“If adults can’t do 
what they’re supposed to 
be doing, maybe we need 
to shut down again,” she 
said. “Our children are 
suffering.”

As always, Town 
Manager Austin Faison 
urged “personal respon-
sibility” when it comes 
to getting the pandemic 
under control. He stated 
that the state or region 
was considering roll-
backs in the reopening 
due to “a heightened lev-
el of alarm” and “scary 
trends.”

“This is going to get 
harder in the coming 
weeks and months,” he 
said. “It’s troubling and 
disconcerting, but our ef-
forts are not in vain.”

Council Vice President 
James Letterie called 
Faison’s recent decision 
to push back the reopen-

ing of Town Hall to Feb. 
1 “totally unacceptable.” 
He cited elderly people 
without internet access 
who are used to paying 
their bills in person.

“We’ve been given 
ample money from the 
CARES Act,” he said. 
“Now we seem to be cut-
ting everything back.”

Faison defended his 
decision.

“We have not had a 
superspreader event in a 
municipal building be-
cause of how I’m manag-
ing,” he said, adding that 
his priority is to provide 
services, not to have his 
employees sitting in their 
offices waiting for the 
rare drop-in visitor.

“This is not unique to 
Winthrop,” he continued. 
“This is happening all 
over the country.”

The town manag-
er gave a more thor-
ough overview of how 
COVID-19 is impacting 
the community during 
his Fall Forum presenta-
tion later in the evening 
(see separate article in 
this issue.)

By Kate Anslinger 

Winthrop will be one 
of several Massachusetts 
school districts to receive 
the Abbott BinaxNOW 
COVID-19 rapid diag-
nostic tests. The U.S. De-
partment of Health and 
Human Ser-vices and the 
Department of Defense 
recently announced the 
initiative to deliver 150 

million tests to schools 
and other critical envi-
ronments. 

Over the course of the 
school year, Massachu-
setts will obtain approx-
imately two million tests 
for use in priority settings 
including but not limited 
to public districts, char-
ter schools, educational 
collaboratives, and ap-

proved special education 
schools.

Winthrop Public 
Schools has been select-
ed to be part of Phase I 
of the test distribution, 
which is set to start in 
January 2021, in time 
for the hybrid start date 
of January 4. Simi-lar to 
the PCR nasal swab test, 
the BinaxNOW rapid 

test will require a swab 
in both of  the patient’s 
nasal passages. Follow-
ing the swab, the Q-tip 
will be combined with an 
agent that determines the 
results in fifteen minutes. 

The procedure will be 
administered by trained 
school nurses and medi-
cal nursing assistants on 

students and staff mem-
bers experiencing symp-
toms. Patients with pos-
itive test results will be 
urged to get a PCR test 
outside of the school for 
confirmation. 

"The BinaxNOW test-
ing will be a great addi-
tion to the PCR testing 
we currently have in our 

community and helps to 
identify positive cases, 
allowing isolation and 
contact tracing to begin," 
said Tara Beuoy, Head 
School Nurse. 

Before Phase I of the 
test distribution begins, 
the district will be re-
quired to take certain 
steps.

Fall forum // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Town Manager Austin 
Faison and Health Di-
rector Meredith Hurley 
report that the Town of 
Winthrop has released a 
video PSA encouraging 
residents to receive their 
flu vaccination this year, 
and are urging residents 
to attend the town's up-
coming free flu clinic.

The Winthrop Health 
Department will hold its 
next flu clinic on Sat-
urday, Dec. 5 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Old 
Winthrop Middle School 
gym. The clinic is open 
to all residents age 2 and 
older.

"Right now is the ide-
al time to get your flu 
shot. This year, it's more 
important than ever to 
protect from any sort of 
respiratory illness given 
that COVID-19 is also 
a respiratory virus, and 
will strain healthcare re-

sources throughout cold 
and flu season," Hurley 
said. "The flu shot is an 
additional layer of pro-
tection as we go into the 
winter, and will help al-
leviate some of the stress 
on healthcare provid-
ers. We definitely do not 
want to see a flu outbreak 
come our way while 
we're still working to get 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
under control."

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC), 
flu activity usually begins 
to increase in October 
and often peaks between 
December and February, 
but can last later into 
the spring. Because of 
COVID-19, reducing the 
spread of other respira-
tory illness is especially 
important this year.

Residents will be re-
quired to wear a face-cov-
ering or mask to attend 
the flu clinic. Residents 
are also asked to wear a 
short-sleeved shirt.

For information about 
scheduling, residents 
should call the Winthrop 
Health Department at 
617-846-1740.

The latest information 
about the Town of Win-
throp's response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic is 
available at Winthrop-
COVID19.com.

Scan with your smart 
phone camera app to 
view the video.

greetings and students 
of all ages from the Win-
throp School of Per-
forming Arts pulled off 
flawless dance numbers. 
Ben Houghton narrated 
Snowmen at Christmas 
and Jonathan LaMaster 
shared his musical talent 
with a rendition of Mele 
Kalikimaka. For Kids 
Only led a kid’s craft and 
Cervizzi’s Martial Arts 
demonstrated a variety 
of different techniques 
taught in the studio. 

According to Shane, 
several residents shared 
positive reviews of the 
first-ever virtual tree 
lighting, which was also 
the 29th annual holiday 
event in the town. 

Many local businesses 
and organizations shared 
in the festivities including:

Cervizzi’s Martial Arts
For Kids Only 
Honan Sign company

La Siesta
Winthrop Book Depot
Antique Table 
Balloon City 
Robin’s Nest Boutique 

and Fine Gifts
For Kid’s Only 
East Boston Savings 

Bank 
The Winthrop Lodge 

of Elks 
WINARC
Special Sponsors who 

made the event possible: 
Leary Mechanical Inc. 
Macfarland Insurance 
Paul W. Marks Co. 
Robin’s Nest
Speaker of the House 

Bob DeLeo 
The Cal-Zone
Massport
Please check out the 

show at: https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=7Mc-
glGV_JVE&t=147s

Santa led the countdown in the first-ever virtual tree 
lighting, made possible by Winthrop Chamber of Com-
merce and WCAT
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Guest Op-Ed

Together, we must stop MBTA service cuts

‘TIS THE SEASON FOR 
GIVING -- AND NEVER HAS THE 

NEED BEEN MORE URGENT
 
“It was the best of times; it was the worst of 

times.” -- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities.

With Christmas fast approaching, most of us will 
be rushing about -- either to the stores and malls or 
on-line --- to do our holiday shopping in hopes of 
finding that “perfect” gift for our family members and 
loved ones.

Despite the pandemic that has ravaged our nation 
in so many ways, most Americans actually are doing 
okay, if not extremely well. Sure, the pandemic has 
made life inconvenient and not as enjoyable as usual 
for everybody, but most of us are getting along just 
fine.

Those who are able to work from home have not 
suffered a  loss of income. And for those among us 
who have any sort of investments, from real estate to 
the stock market to certain types of small businesses, 
the pandemic has been a boon.

However, the good economic news for the majority 
of Americans has not been shared by all. For a sizable 
minority of our fellow citizens, the effects of the pan-
demic represent an existential disaster.

Millions of Americans of all ages, in a percentage 
greater than at any time since the Great Depression, 
are struggling financially. 

To put it in stark terms, more Americans, includ-
ing families in our own communities, are going hun-
gry than at any time in our history. The lines of cars 
that stretch for miles and miles in cities all across the 
country are the equivalent of the iconic photos of the 
bread lines and soup kitchens of the 1930s..

Far too many of our fellow citizens, including chil-
dren, live either in shelters or in similar temporary 
housing arrangements -- or on the streets -- because 
the reality of our economy has left them out in the 
cold -- literally -- thanks to the pandemic.

The homeless always have been among us, but the 
scope and depth of the problem is far beyond any-
thing that has been experienced in our lifetime. The 
vast discrepancy between the enormous wealth en-
joyed by some Americans and the abject poverty be-
ing endured by others is similar to what has existed in 
major urban centers in South America and India -- but 
it now is happening right here in the U.S.A.

For these millions of Americans, the holiday sea-
son brings no joy.

Psychologists tell us that the Biblical directive, that 
we should give to those who are less fortunate, actual-
ly is the best gift that we can give to ourselves. Help-
ing  others activates regions of the brain associated 
with pleasure, social connection, and trust, creating 
the so-called “warm glow” effect. 

Never in the lifetime of anybody reading this edi-
torial has the need for donations to local food banks 
been more urgent. There will be ample opportunity 
to do so in the coming weeks to make the holidays 
brighter for those who are less fortunate -- and there 
is no excuse for failing to do so.

JUDGE FERRINO
The passing last week of Judge Joseph V. Ferrino 

marks the end of an era in the East Boston, Revere 
and Winthrop area.

It is fair to say that there is no person who has been 
more impactful and was more esteemed in the com-
munities over the course of the past 50 years than 
Judge Ferrino.

He truly was a giant in so many respects and in so 
many varied ways.

Judge Ferrino, the son of Sicilian immigrants, was 
a veteran of World War II who went on to establish a 
remarkable legal career that culminated with his ser-
vice as the First Justice of the East Boston District for 
20 years from 1976 until his retirement in 1996.

He headed veterans groups and was the founder 
of patriotic organizations. He also was a   leader in 
the Italian-American community and a volunteer for 
scores of causes both big and small.

Judge Ferrino epitomized the meaning of the term 
“community organizer” before it became fashionable.

Yet despite all of his professional accomplish-
ments and personal achievements, Judge Ferrino re-
mained  true to his roots. He always was approach-
able and humble, traits that made him a  beloved 
figure among both the personnel of the East Boston 
District Court and those who came before him in the 
courtroom.

Speaker of the House Robert DeLeo summed up 
how so many of us feel about the loss of this great 
man:

  “Today we honor the memory of Judge Joseph 
Ferrino, who served in the East Boston District Court 
for more than two decades. A World War II veteran, 
Judge Ferrino advocated tirelessly on behalf of vet-
erans and the Boston community as a whole with his 
work on juvenile justice and his many contributions 
to the legal community. He was a pioneer of commu-
nity courts, insisting that the court serve as a resource 
to people in need. He was a mentor and friend, and 
my thoughts are with his family and loved ones.”

We know we join with all of our readers in extend-
ing our condolences to the Ferrino family.

May he rest in peace.
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By Senator Sal DiDomenico 

The MBTA Fiscal 
Management and Control 
Board recently released 
their  “Forging Ahead 
Initiative,”  a series 
of  ill-conceived cuts to 
MBTA services  that will 
have devastating (and 
likely long-lasting) im-
pacts on those who rely 
on public transit to get 
to and from work.  Our 
district in particular will 
be uniquely impacted by 
these cuts, as we are one 
of the most transit-de-
pendent in the state. Not 
to mention, we have been 
some of the hardest hit 
by COVID, while also 
having one of the highest 
percentages of essential 
workers.

According to the MB-
TA’s Forging Ahead web-
site, some of the main 
“proposals” impacting 
our community include: 

•Subway: 20% Fre-
quency Reductions 
Across All Lines; Service 
Stops after Midnight.

•Bus: 5% Frequency 
Reduction on Essential 
Routes & 20% Reduc-
tion on Non-Essential 
Routes; Service Stops af-
ter Midnight.  

•Commuter  Rail: Ser-
vice Stops after 9 PM; 
Weekend Service Ends 
(as early as Jan. 2021); 
Decreased Peak and 
Midday Service. 

•Ferry: All Ferry Ser-
vice Will End; Charles-
town Ferry Diverted to 

the Rt.93 Bus.
•The Ride: Some trips 

may become premium 
and be able to be booked 
40 minutes in advance, 
instead of the current 30 
minutes.

Without question, 
components of the 
MBTA’s plan, such as 
stopping bus service at 
midnight, will  dispro-
portionately impact es-
sential employees  who 
don’t work regular hours 
and need to travel late at 
night. It especially hurts 
my Chelsea and Everett 
constituents who already 
don’t even have access 
to subway or commuter 
rail, and solely rely on the 
bus to connect them with 
their jobs and their com-
munity. Every part of my 
district will be impacted 
by these cuts, and we 
should all be concerned 
that  these “temporary” 
changes  could  become 
permanent, impacting 
our transportation system 
for years or even decades 
to come.

Our region cannot re-
cover from this pandemic 
and get moving again un-
til, and unless, we redou-
ble our efforts to build 
a transportation system 
that facilitates the move-
ment of people, not just 
cars. Reducing public 
transit will severely limit 
access to these services 
for communities and res-
idents that need it most, 
further exacerbating in-

equities that the pandem-
ic has already brought to 
light.  If we want to heal 
from this, we must in-
vest more in our transit 
system, not take services 
away.  We all recognize 
these are difficult fiscal 
times, particularly for 
the underfunded MBTA, 
but these unprecedent-
ed times underscore the 
need for further invest-
ment in our economic 
drivers, not less.

As for next steps and 
what we can do about 
this, please know I am 
already in talks with my 
Senate colleagues and 
leadership in the Legisla-
ture regarding action we 
can take in response to 
these cuts. I have also ad-
dressed my concerns and 
opposition to the “Forg-
ing Ahead Initiative” di-
rectly with the MBTA’s 
leadership team.  Addi-
tionally, the MBTA has 
hosted several regional 
meetings regarding these 
proposals, where I have 
testified against these 
cuts.

While the public meet-
ings for our district have 
already passed,  you can 
still submit your feed-
back to the MBTA  by 
emailing them at  pub-
licengagement@mbta.
com.  I encourage every-

one to do so;  stopping 
these cuts will be a col-
lective effort, one that 
requires advocacy from 
legislators like myself, 
but also grassroots oppo-
sition. The  deadline for 
feedback is coming up 
soon on December  4th, 
so please do not delay in 
contacting the MBTA if 
you wish to register your 
concerns.

I have already heard 
from so many of my 
constituents on this, and 
many have indicated they 
will be contacting the 
MBTA as well. I am tru-
ly grateful for everyone’s 
advocacy on this issue. It 
is my sincere hope that, 
working together, we 
can stop these cuts from 
taking place and protect 
public transportation for 
generations to come.

Sal N. DiDomenico is 
an Massachusetts State 
Senator  legislator who 
has served in the Mas-
sachusetts Senate since 
May 2010 and as As-
sistant Majority Leader 
since 2018. He is a Dem-
ocrat representing the 
Middlesex and Suffolk 
district, which includes 
his hometown of Everett 
as well as Chelsea, All-
ston , Brighton, Charles-
town , and parts of Cam-
bridge and Boston.
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LETTERS to the Editor

GINA CASSETTA 
ON LEAVING           
THE WAHC

Dear Editor:
As a longtime Point 

Shirley resident, I began 
to notice a significant 
change in impacts over 
the recent years and I felt 
that Winthrop, specifical-
ly Point Shirley, needed a 
strong advocate as airport 
effects were significantly 
worsening, which is why 
I sought out the Win-
throp Airport Hazards 
Committee (WAHC). I 
started attending month-
ly meeting for awhile 
and decided that I need-
ed to join and contribute. 
During my early months 
on the WAHC, I made 
it my mission to educate 
myself on every issue 
imaginable from legal 
limits on noise levels, 
aircraft altitudes to AV-
GAS (lead based fuel 
used in Prop planes) to 
learning how wind direc-
tion affected runway use, 
preferred runway config-
urations to learning what 
runways impacted not 
only Winthrop but sur-
rounding communities. I 
made initial connections 
from Jerry Falbo, who is 
the Massport Communi-
ty Advisory Committee 
(MCAC) representative 
for Winthrop. I quickly 
established deeper rela-
tionships through con-
versations, meetings and 
presentations that I was 
able to make to state 
legislators, MCAC com-
mittee and subcommittee 
members, the Winthrop 
Town Council, the Win-
throp Board of Health, 
Massport's CEO, Mass-
port's community liaison, 
Massport's Noise abate-
ment department as well 
as Federal legislators in-
cluding Congresswoman 
Katherine Clark's office. 
I continued to research 
and to learn by reading 
thousands of pages of en-
vironmental reports such 
as Massport's ESPR and 
EDR along with multi-
ple other subjects such 
as noise levels and facts 
to be able to present such 
data-driven presentations 
that made for undeniable 
claims which ultimately 
led to a historical victory. 
This was the most recent 
language in the Federal 
appropriations bill deem-
ing any home that had 
been soundproofed prior 
to 1993 to be considered 
"unmitigated". That lan-
guage already accepted 
by the FAA, and passed in 
the U.S. House, is await-
ing passage in the Senate, 
will lead to new windows 
for many homes in Win-
throp, East Boston, Re-
vere, and others who fall 
in the required 65DNL 
noise contour. For that I 
am so grateful to all! 

Through further ex-
tensive data research, I 
found that Point Shirley 
was experiencing noise 
levels that were becom-
ing debilitating to many 
residents on many levels 
such as air quality and 
noise pollution, especial-
ly for the many residents 
who did not participate 
in Massport's Residential 
Sound Insulation Pro-
gram (RSIP). I dove in 
head first with further re-
search and data collection 
that amounted to numer-
ous hours every week. It 
became the equivalent of 
a full time job and was 
an exhausting labor of 
love, but I never gave up. 
Some of my most recent 
research and work are as 
follows: approximately 

168 homes, specific to 
the Point Shirley neigh-
borhood, have not re-
ceived windows, doors 
and/or a quiet room of 
their choice along with 
air conditioning. Many 
elderly and lower income 
homeowners simply opt-
ed to not participate be-
cause they needed to pay 
out of pocket in order to 
bring the home or room 
up to a certain require-
ment before soundproof-
ing could be done. That 
is not OK! No homeown-
er should have to pay any 
out of pocket expenses in 
order to participate in the 
RSIP. Due to the current 
era of Covid-19, while so 
many are working from 
home and children re-
quired to learn remotely, 
I decided that I needed to 
try to get Massport to put 
forth a new program im-
mediately to mitigate the 
noise levels (73.9 DNL) 
these residents are hav-
ing to endure. That list 
of homes was submitted 
to the Noise Abatement 
Department at Massport 
months ago. Adults and 
children who would nor-
mally leave their home to 
go to work and school, 
and were able to get away 
from the constant roaring 
of Jets over their homes, 
but this was no longer a 
daily option for many. I 
fear what will happen if 
the DNL rises to 75DNL 
that Point Shirley may 
become uninhabitable 
due to current laws on 
noise level compatibility 
of residential dwelling. 

This summer, Dr. John 
Durant of Tufts Universi-
ty, reached out to me for 
the Air Quality study, be-
ing funded by the FAA, 
where he was looking for 
homes in Winthrop and 
Revere to participate in 
the study and host the air 
monitors at homes under 
flight paths. I was the di-
rect source in establish-
ing a home in Winthrop 
and Revere. I am hopeful 
and looking forward to 
any positive outcomes 
that residents may benefit 
from after the study con-
cludes next year. Infor-
mation about this study 
was a topic discussed 
months ago at a WAHC 
meeting and information 
about the study was sub-
mitted for public viewing 
on the Town's website. 

Last summer I advo-
cated for Winthrop to 
be included in a noise 
study conducted by Dr. 
Erica Walker of BU. The 
study was named BU 
PLANES, and it too is 
in its preliminary stages 
of reports. Seven resi-
dents from all areas of 
Winthrop, were able to 
voluntarily participate by 
hosting a noise monitor 
for seven days at their 
home. Some monitors 
were placed inside and 
outside homes under the 
flight path to determine 
how the effects of such 
noise affects sleep inter-
ruptions as well as any 
health impacts that could 
be links to such high lev-
els of aircraft noise. An 
info-gram and prelim-
inary data was shared 
at the WAHC meeting. 
Also, residents may vis-
it the Town of Winthrop 
website, under Winthrop 
Airport Hazards Com-
mittee, to view the infor-
mation. 

I feel that under my 
leadership and initiatives, 
while having such a great 
group of members, we 
were able to keep moti-
vated and elevated our 
meetings to become ex-

tremely informative to 
residents and also to be-
come interactive with 
members and attendees. 
After all, the community 
engagement was import-
ant and it was equally im-
portant to allow them to 
be informed, participate 
and ask questions. Res-
idents should seriously 
consider virtually attend-
ing 

MCAC meetings 
(Massport Community 
Advisory Committee, 
that was created in 2014 
by the Massachusetts 
Legislature in the amend-
ed 1956 Enabling Act that 
established Massport, to 
represent the interests of 
the communities impact-
ed by Massport's opera-
tions) as that platform is 
incredibly important for 
your voice to be heard 
and make public com-
ments. Information re-
lated to dates of those 
meeting can be found 
on their website at www.
massportcac.org During 
my time on the WAHC, 
I have been able to chal-
lenge many things via 
public comment and have 
mastered the art of inter-
preting reports on Block 
studies that affect flight 
paths as well as become 
knowledgeable enough 
to quickly spot numerous 
errors within the recently 
released Fly Quiet report 
and objections need to be 
made with regards to that 
report as discussed at the 
November 18th WAHC 
meeting. 

Again, I am thankful 
to have served my com-
munity for the past few 
years and being the first 
woman to chair the Win-
throp Airport Hazards 
Committee. It was truly 
a honor to work along-
side with other members 
who were also volunteer-
ing their time. Of course, 
some were able to give 
more time than others 
but we all gave what we 
could and it was great-
ly appreciated! I would 
like to also put any mis-
conceptions to rest as to 
why I resigned from the 
WAHC. I did not resign 
from the Winthrop Air-
port Hazards Committee 
due to having relocated 
to Salem, MA, as many 
are insinuating. That is 
simply not true. 

In fact, my passion to 
make a difference only 
grew. I had absolutely 
no political career to ad-
vance, nor was I looking 
to elevate my profession-
al career. Despite no lon-
ger being a current resi-
dent in Winthrop for the 
last year and a half, I nev-
er took my foot off the 
gas pedal even though 
I knew that I would not 
benefit personally from 
any of my hard work or 
accomplishments I was 
setting out to achieve for 
Winthrop residents. I had 
no side agenda except 
that I cared deeply for a 
community that I grew to 
love and that alone was 
worth it to me. Winthrop 
became the only home I 
knew after relocating in 
1990 from Chicago. I am 
extremely humbled and 
thankful for the outpour-
ing of emails and calls 
from many Winthrop res-
idents and notably, Town 
Councilors Honan, Rug-
gierio and Ferrino for 
expressing their gratitude 
and appreciation for my 
efforts and hard work on 
this Committee. 

Lastly, it has come to 
my attention that mem-
bers of the communi-
ty may wonder why so 

many members all re-
signed on the same day. 
That's not quite true. I did 
not resign on November 
18, 2020 as stated in a 
previous article in the 
Winthrop Transcript. My 
resignation was sent to 
the Town officials and to 
all Committee members 
on November 7. Others 
who resigned were all on 
different dates after that 
but all prior to Novem-
ber 18 and those resig-
nations were shared with 
my Vice Chair as well 
as the Town Officials as 
they happened. Those 
members were offered to 
give a brief statement to 
the members of the com-
munity who were in at-
tendance at that meeting 
and allowed a moment 
to accept gratitude by 
the Committee. The only 
member who formally re-
signed on November 18 
was Valentino Capobi-
anco. While he did men-
tion to me that he was 
considering resigning, he 
did not include me, as the 
Chairwoman, like others 
did, in his official resig-
nation to the Town ahead 
of the meeting. He select-
ed to officially announce 
it during the November 
18 monthly meeting, and 
I, along with other mem-
bers of the Committee 
thanked him and wished 
him well in his future en-
deavors. After reading a 
brief interview he made 
in last week’s Winthrop 
Transcript, I disagree 
with his opinion of the 
Committee having great 
coordination with the 
Council. 

I will give my final 
thoughts. The purpose 
of the WAHC was to 
provide the Town Coun-
cil and Manager with 
facts and data to advan-
tageously position the 
Town when it comes to 
negotiating any future 
PILOT programs going 
to the Town or any Mit-
igation packages from 
Massport. The most re-
cent Terminal E mitiga-
tion package went to the 
Winthrop Foundation 
(who recently granted 
$100K to fund a dog park 
to be placed on Veterans 
Road. The Town contrib-
uted $25K in addition.) 
As stated in a Winthrop 
Transcript article titled 
“Dog Park Supporters 
Push On” dated April 13, 
2018 regarding a meet-
ing with Dog park propo-
nents and Town Council 
DPW subcommittee and 
DPW head Steve Calla, 
a location was being dis-
cussed for the dog park. 
A quote by J. Hillman 
stating in part, “Coughlin 
Park was ruled out be-
cause of flight path of the 
airplanes”. When I read 
that I could not help but 
think, oh the irony that it 
may be too loud or poor 
air quality not suitable 
for a dog park but per-
fectly fine for a children's 
playground is quite dis-
turbing to say the least. 
Although the $2.5 mil-
lion Terminal E expan-
sion mitigation fund 
was granted as a result 
of anticipated addition-
al air traffic and impacts 
on residents, the funds 
were not designated by 
the Winthrop Foundation 
for any relief for the res-
idents of Point Shirley 
who live under the flight-
path. The Committee 
expected something for 
those suffering under the 
flight path, like maybe air 
filters to be donated. Yet, 
the members of the Win-
throp Foundation funded 

a $100,000 dog park. 
It is clear that while 

the WAHC is simply an 
advisory committee to 
the Town Manager and 
Town Council, what 
good is all of the effort, 
hard work, dedication 
and countless hours spent 
on research and data if no 
one wants or takes any 
advice, let alone utilize 
it with the goal of an im-
proved quality of life for 
Winthrop residents? 

Gina E. Cassetta 

FATTA ON LEAVING 
THE WAHC

Dear Editor: 
As of November 11, 

2020, I submitted my 
resignation as a mem-
ber of the Winthrop Air-
port Hazards Committee 
(WAHC). I joined this 
committee over a year 
ago after taking notice of 
the dedication and pas-
sion of Gina Cassetta, 
our former Chairperson, 
who resigned earlier in 
November. There is no 
connection between our 
resignations and that of 
Linda Cargill and Tino 
Capobianco. At the last 
WAHC meeting on No-
vember 18, I made a ver-
bal statement about my 
departure as a courtesy, 
which is when most of 
the committee members 
were made aware of my 
resignation.

Even before Gina 
joined the WAHC a cou-
ple of years ago, I had 
the pleasure of witness-
ing her passion for pro-
tecting our Point Shirley 
neighborhood from the 
chronic negative impact 
of Logan Airport’s ac-
tivity. Perhaps Gina will 
share her story in her 
own statement, but – like 
many of us who live on 
the Point – we continue 
to endure ever-increas-
ing over flights, creating 
a quality of life that is 
often times untenable. I 
can’t tell you how many 
times over the last 25 
years I drove to a differ-
ent neighborhood to have 
a phone meeting because 
of planes taking off every 
60-90 seconds. I’d like 
to add my home is well 
insulated and even with 
my newer windows shut 
tight, this unrelenting ac-
tivity results in a chronic 
stress only fellow neigh-
bors would understand. 
By joining the Commit-
tee, I put a stop to “do-
ing nothing” and made a 
commitment to be part of 
a solution.

Joining the WAHC 
was an experience in 
education. Through the 
leadership of Gina espe-
cially, my eyes opened to 
the history of Winthrop’s 
long relationship with 
Massport and how utterly 
ineffective we’ve been in 
positioning ourselves for 
receiving sufficient mit-
igation / PILOT funding 
over the years. Although 
the WAHC is “just” an 
advisory committee, I 
sadly saw first-hand the 
inattentiveness and unin-
terested nature of many 
town officials in their 
non-support of our mea-
sured progress.

The substantive in-
roads WAHC members 
made on certain initia-
tives (ie. a new sound-
proofing program} was/
is perplexingly and in. 
My opinion underval-
ued and uncapitalized by 
those who govern this 
town. The sheer frustra-
tion of our Chairperson 
to be heard or acknowl-

edged for the tremendous 
value we infused into the 
Committee on behalf of 
all residents evolved into 
an awareness that the 
Committee is allegedly 
ultimately hamstringed 
by town government at 
the expense of the health 
of those that live here.

I would like thank 
all the other committee 
members past and pres-
ent. It was a pleasure to 
work with all of you. I 
had no experience on any 
town committee prior to 
this and despite its dis-
appointments, I gained 
valuable insights. I will 
continue to be active in 
supporting our residents 
in the fight for cleaner air, 
quieter days and a health-
ier and happier life.

Josephine Fatta

CONGRATS!
Dear Editor:
I just want to congrat-

ulate the two Republican 
letter writers in the Nov. 
19 issue of the Tran-
script! They proved that 
Joe Biden is the smartest 
man in America and will 
make a wonderful presi-
dent!

Just imagine that he co-
ordinated a massive voter 
fraud in six states!  That 
would take a real genius!  

Steve Moran

MAIL-IN-VOTING
Dear Editor:
As predicted on these 

pages the massive mail 
in voting effort contrib-
uted to significant prob-
lems for our electoral 
process and our country. 
We still do not have a 
certified victor. What we 
have are multiple court 
challenges due to claims 
of egregious voting “ir-
regularities.” Added to 
this confusion is the fact 
that President Trump re-
ceived 74 million votes. 
That is more votes any-
one else in history, ex-
cept  perhaps  Joe Biden. 
(80 million!??) Even 
former President Barack 
Obama could only mus-
ter 69 million votes??

Of course Biden did 
pioneer an effective 
campaigning method. 
Biden’s strategy was to 
rally with dozen of sup-
porters, hide inside his 
basement, claim nov-
el methods to commit 
vote fraud, stumble over 
which office he was 
campaigning for, side-
step questions about his 
role in Ukrainian energy 
deals, refuse to answer 
questions about relation-
ships with communist 
China as learned from 
his son’s laptop, shaming 
minorities (if you ain’t 
voting for me, then you 
ain’t black) etc. 

So where this is this 
heading? Free and fair 
elections are the founda-
tion of a democracy. Yet 
a large percentage of the 
population do not believe 
this election was free and 
fair.* All citizens regard-
less of political affilia-
tion must encourage our 
legal system to address 
the charges of voting ir-
regularities in the present 
election, campaign our 
elected officials to cor-
rect our current voting 
shortcomings and elim-
inate mail in voting en-
tirely. 

Respectfully,
Paul Caruccio

*www.e lec t ionup-
dates.cal tech.edu - 39% 
of voters lacked confi-
dence in election results
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er  campaign to  educate 
riders and shift behavior 
to the new way of riding 

on the T during the pan-
demic.

Boston-based New 
Balance recently pro-
vided the MBTA with 
100,000 of the athletic 
brand’s general-use face-
masks for riders.

“Transit Police are 
happy to have the re-
sources available to as-
sist passengers in need 
of a face covering,” said 
MBTA Transit Police 
Chief Kenneth Green. 
“As our region enters a 
second phase of the pan-
demic, it is more import-
ant now to be properly 
wearing a face covering 
when you are outside the 
confines of your home, 
and especially while you 
are traveling on public 
transit.”

“Wearing a face cov-
ering is one of the most 
effective ways to combat 
the virus, and we appre-
ciate the help of Transit 
Police in offering face 
masks to our riders,” said 
MBTA General Manager 
Steve Poftak. “I’d like to 
again thank New Balance 
for their contribution and 
promoting public health 
on transit. Ride Safer is a 
shared responsibility be-
tween the MBTA and our 
riding public, and we ask 
that riders do their part by 
wearing face coverings 
while within the MBTA 
system and distancing 
while on public transit.”

On Nov. 2, the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
strengthened its Exec-
utive Order requiring 
people to wear face cov-
erings in public places to 
require anyone older than 

5 years of age to wear a 
face covering in public, 
including public transit, 
regardless of their dis-
tance from others.

The revised Executive 
Order authorizes Transit 
Police to enforce the or-
der onboard MBTA vehi-
cles and within the sys-
tem by issuing a civil fine 
up to $300 per violation.

Ride Safer consists 
of three components: 
providing face masks to 
riders in need at key sta-
tions during peak travel 
times; signage and mes-
saging to promote the 
importance of keeping a 
safe distance and wear-
ing face coverings while 
on the T; and the Ride 
Safer webpage at  mbta.
com/RideSafer  that pro-
vides travel tips and a 
behind-the-scenes look 
at the MBTA’s expanded 
efforts to clean and disin-
fect stations and vehicles. 

Joining Transit Po-
lice in offering face 
masks to riders are Tran-
sit Ambassadors and 
MBTA Customer Service 
Agents. Facemasks are 
now available from 6:30 
a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 to 
6 p.m.  Monday through 
Friday  at Charles/MGH, 
Downtown Crossing, 
Forest Hills, Hynes Con-
vention Center, Maver-
ick, Orient Heights, Park 
Street, and Quincy Cen-
ter stations.

For more information, 
visit  mbta.com/RideSaf-
er  or connect with the 
T on Twitter  @MBTA, 
Facebook /TheMBTA, or 
Instagram @theMBTA.

Staff report

The MBTA has an-

nounced that Transit Po-
lice officers will be offer-
ing facemasks to transit 

riders in need of a face 
covering. This effort is 
part of the T’s Ride Saf-

SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 
Let us get your holiday message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our December editions: 

Many of our readers 
will find themselves 

celebrating the Holidays 
from their own 
homes safely.

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
CelebrateCelebrate

holiday events | special services
gifts & goodies

As we all know by now 
Covid-19 has taken a toll 
on all of us, it has forced 
a lot of us to take up new 
careers, get pets, or start 
new hobbies. Local en-
tertainer Jimmy Celona 
was out most nights en-
tertaining crowds with 
dinner shows and local 
entertainment venues, 
well we all know how the 
night club and large ven-
ues events has gone. This 
caused Celona to look 
back into his past, as a 
chef and offer his talents 
in cooking, along with 
his daughter, Meghan, 
who is an RHS graduate 
and also has a degree as a 
chef and is a licensed IV 
Nurse at the Beth Israel 
Hospital in Boston. Jim-
my Celona was born in 
East Boston, and now re-
sides in Revere with his 
wife Loreena and family. 

Celona has been in the 
entertainment business 
for over 40 years, start-
ing on Revere Beach 
and covering Las Vegas, 
Reno, and everything in 
between. He is now cov-
ering all local areas, Re-
vere, East Boston, Tops-
field, and all surrounding 
communities. His tribute 
shows feature all the 
greats, Sinatra, Engelbert 
Humperdink, Tom Jones, 
Roy Oberon and many 
more, all this being on 
hold caused Jimmy and 
Meghan to offer their 
services to Celona’s oth-
er life. The other life is a 
US Army Veteran, who 
served in Germany and is 
a life member of the Re-
vere VFW Mottola Post.

Celona’s service to 
his country, continues as 
service to help his com-
rades in arms. Jimmy and 

Meghan’s services are 
helping the post stay open 
for the members, why? 
Because of the state man-
date that venues without 
full service of food can 
not be open.  So here we 
are, two chefs who want 
to work and help veterans 
and a need to stay open 
for the post to survive for 
it’s members, a perfect 
match. There is now a 
full menu of food offered 
to all that want to stop by. 
The Joseph L. Mottola 
Post/aka Casa Lucia at 
61 Lucia Ave in Revere 
has opened its doors to 
all.  Starting on Friday’s 
at 3pm til 9pm, Saturdays 
from 11am - 5pm and 
Sundays from 1pm -6pm, 
and premade meals are 
offered during the week. 
It is a complete menu, 
featuring pork chops, 
tripe, seafood specials, 

and a very popular sand-
wich called “the MEG”, 
which is a chicken cutlet 
with mozzarella cheese 
red peppers on fresh Ital-
ian bread. Italian Wed-
ding soup is freshly pre-
pared and served piping 
hot. The menu includes 
the staples too, burgers, 
hot dogs, fries and other 
comfort foods for every-
one’s taste.

The next step in the 
near future for Celona, 
is that his tribute shows 
will be at the Casa Lucia, 
featuring all your favor-
ite hits from entertainers 
from the past, Neil Dia-
mond and Elvis to name 
a few. These shows will 
be limited for social dis-
tancing purposes and 
your safety and will in-
clude a delicious buffett 
and dancing music by 
local DJ Mike DeloRus-
so. Check local listings 
in the coming months for 
a schedule as allowed or 
call Meg, 781-241-3301 
for more information for 
shows and meals.

Jimmy Celona and his 
daughter Meghan have 
taken the Corna Virus 
by the horns and turned 
it around for the good of 
our veterans, stepping up 
to make a difference with 
food and song. It’s this 
kind of determination 
and American get up and 
go that makes a differ-
ence in all of our lives. 
Stop by 61 Lucia Avenue 
(member entrance , left 
of main doors) for a great 
lunch or supper, and who 
knows you might get a 
song or two for dessert.

Entertainer Jimmy Celona sings with his 
supper at the VFW Joseph L Mottola Post #4524

Coming Soon — hopefully. Celona is all set to bring you the best in tribute dinner shows, 
featuring the best in the business, brought to the stage by one of the greats in the music 
industry-Jimmy Celona. For information and possible show dates call Meghan 781-241-
3301.

Jimmy Celona is happily at work at the VFW Mottola Post. 
Preparing tripe and other delicious lunches for the hungry 
lunch crowd last Saturday afternoon. Celona is a life mem-
ber of the post and a US Army veteran.

Chef Meghan Celona with her dad, entertainer and chef 
Jimmy are waiting to serve you the best in Italian style 
foods and other tasty treats at their new home at 61 Lucia 
Avenue, the member side (now open to the public) aka 
Casa Lucia. Service with matching smiles has no extra 
charge.

MBTA Transit Police to offer facemasks to riders in effort to stop the spread
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10 years ago
December 2, 2010
For the first time since 

2001, the Winthrop Vi-
kings’ football season 
ended with a loss on the 
field after the Revere Pa-
triots rallied in overtime 
to beat Winthrop, 28-22 
in Revere on Thanks-
giving Day. The ending 
overshadowed a stellar 
fourth quarter effort by 
the Vikings that saw them 
score twice to tie the 
game at 22-22 and force 
the overtime period. Win-
throp opened the scoring 
at the beginning of the 
second quarter, when se-
nior receiver James (JP) 
Doherty caught a 41-yard 
touchdown pass from ju-
nior quarterback James 
Barker. Senior tailback 
Nick McCarthy convert-
ed the two-point attempt 
and Winthrop had an 8-0 
lead. That was the high 
point of the Vikings’ 
first half, as Revere se-
nior running back Trae 
Weathers took over from 
there, scoring two touch-
downs and a two-point 
conversion to give Re-
vere a 14-8 halftime lead. 
After struggling some 
more through most of 
the third quarter as well, 
Winthrop fell behind 
22-8 on the third touch-
down run by Weathers. 
That’s when Winthrop’s 
leaders stepped up and 
took control of the game. 
Trailing 22-8 in the 
fourth quarter, McCar-
thy was the workhorse, 
moving the ball down 
the field and setting up 
Barker’s one-yard touch-
down run to make the 
score 22-14. A failed 
two-point conversion left 
the score at 22-14 and 
then McCarthy stepped 
up big again. Kicking 
off after the touchdown, 
McCarthy successfully 
executed an on-side kick, 
which he also recovered, 
giving Winthrop the ball 
and a chance to tie the 
game. A few plays later, 
McCarthy scored on a 
five-yard touchdown run 
and then added the two-
point conversion to make 
it 22-22 and force the 
overtime.  McCarthy fin-
ished the game with 162 
yards on 25 carries, one 
touchdown, and a pair of 
two-point conversions. 
Doherty added 108 re-
ceiving yards, including 

the touchdown catch, 
and Doonan was a force 
on the defensive line in 
the fourth quarter, help-
ing Winthrop climb back 
into the game by keep-
ing Revere from scoring 
again.

20 years ago
Nov. 30, 2000
Sophomore Lucas 

Guarino rushed for 131 
yards on six carries and 
scored two touchdowns 
and junior Bobby Knee-
land ran for 125 yards on 
16 carries and also scored 
two TDs to lead the Win-
throp High football team 
to its 11th straight win 
over Revere on Thanks-
giving Day, 28-14, at 
Harry Della Russo Stadi-
um. Winthrop overcame 
an early 14-7 deficit, but 
launched a long drive in 
the final two minutes of 
the first half to tie the 
score. The Winthrop de-
fense was led by middle 
linebacker Mike Tear 
with 13 tackles and nose 
guard Ian Lochiatto with 
11 tackles. James Logan 
was a perfect 4-fo- 4 on 
PATs. Coach Tony Fucil-
lo’s squad ended the sea-
son at 7-4.

Winthrop’s Danielle 
Ferrara, head coach of the 
Curry College women’s 
soccer team, has been 
named the Common-
wealth Coast Conference 
Coach of the Year.

30 years ago
Nov. 28, 1990
A winless WHS foot-

ball team concluded its 
season on a triumphant 
note with a 20-7 victory 
over Revere on Thanks-
giving Day. Winthrop 
erased a 7-0 Revere lead 
with a drive late in the 
first half behind some 
fine quarterbacking by 
sophomore Mike Mason, 
who tossed a 10 yard pass 
for a TD to Capt. Bobby 
Nimblett. Winthrop then 
capitalized on Revere 
turnovers in the second 
half with Dave Tallent 
and Nimblett scoring 
the touchdowns. Coach 
Tony Fucillo’s Vikings 
ended the season at 1-9 
and thwarted Revere’s 
hopes for achieving con-
secutive victories on the 
holiday for the first time 
since the early 1970s.

40 years ago
Dec. 3, 1980
It was almost a fore-

gone conclusion in Re-
vere on Thanksgiving 
Day that the 7-1-1 Patri-
ots would beat Winthrop, 
a 3-6 team and losers of 
six straight Northeastern 
Conference games (a first 
for a Bob DeFelice team) 
that was on its way to its 
first losing season since 
1974. However, Win-
throp continued its recent 
mastery over Revere for 
a sixth straight win on 
the holiday, 20-0. Viking 
halfback Chuck Sullivan 
rushed for 128 yards on 
23 carries, including a 
nine-yard TD run. Senior 
fullback George Sennott 
scored a TD and gained 
100 yards on 14 carries 
with a TD and 137 pound 
wingback Chris Ferrara 
ran for 33 yards on five 
carries, which included 
a 22 yard TD jaunt. Fer-
rara also was immense 
from his “monster back” 
position on defense 

See SPORTS YEARS Page 9
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nmls #1881Al Petrilli  #36732

(617) 901-5232 | al@newfed.com
#1182126 Jonathan Shanahan

jshanahan@newfed.com  | (617)650-4512550 Pleasant St., Winthrop 02152 unit 109

School sports back in sessionWHS SPORTS
THROUGH THE YEARS

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.
MEAT
Family Pack Boneless New York
Strip Steaks ......................................$7.99/lb
Family Pack Chicken Drumsticks ..... 99¢/lb 
Family Pack Bone-In Pork Chops ......$1.79/lb
Tyson Bacon 16oz. ......................................................2/$10.00

Dear valued customer,
On November 25th, we learned that four Winthrop 

Marketplace team members tested positive for 
Covid-19. For this reason we are closing the store 
to allow time for contact tracing and all staff to 
be tested. We will also be undergoing an extensive 
sanitizing of the entire store. We will reopen our 

doors as soon as we feel it's safe to do so. 

Over the last eight months we have prided ourselves 
on the precautions we have taken to ensure customers 

and our staff could shop and work safely. We are 
committed to going above and beyond what is required 
by the state, and feel transparency and an abundance 
of caution is necessary. The safety of our community - 
our customers, our staff, and their families - remains 
of the utmost importance to us and we are committed 
to doing all that we can to control the spread of this 

virus. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding in 
these challenging times and, once again, we will 

reopen our doors as soon as it's safe to do so. 

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

By Kate Anslinger

As the year comes to a 
close, winter sports will 
be gearing up for a new 
season. Following the 
school committee’s vote 
to allow sports to start on 
December 14th, several 
athletes will be back in 
motion. 

For the 2020-2021 
winter season, the Mas-
sachusetts Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association 
(MIAA) approved bas-
ketball, hockey, gym-
nastics, and swimming 
to start practicing on 
December 14th and par-
ticipating in games on 
January 8. Indoor track 
will be pushed back to 
the Fall II season, which 
will run from February to 
March. The season will 
look different compared 
to years’ prior, and ath-
letics will be required to 
follow guidelines from 
several different agen-
cies including the Execu-
tive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs 
(EEA), the Department 
of Education, the Depart-

ment of Public Health, 
the MIAA, the NEC and 
local guidelines. 

No spectators will be 
authorized at away 
events. During 
home events, 
each athlete 
will only be 
allowed two 
spectators. 
C o a c h e s , 
a t h l e t e s 
and specta-
tors will be 
required to wear 
a mask at all times 
and the equipment 
will be sanitized before, 
during, and after play. 

“There is a lot that 
impacts athletics and to 
ensure the safety and 
well-being of our ath-
letes, coaches, and spec-
tators  we are working 
with our school nurses 
as well as our Director of 
Public Health & Clinical 
Services to make sure we 
have proper safety proto-
cols in place,” said Matt 
Serino, Director of Ath-
letics at Winthrop High 
School. “To think it has 
almost been 10 months 

s ince 
our last high 

school athletic 
event back in Feb-
ruary. Our athletes 
have been work-
ing hard since that 

time, in hopes that this 
day would come.  I am 
excited for our athletes, 
families and community 
to get a little bit of nor-
malcy back in their daily 
lives. I am thankful for 
our school committee 
and administration for 
allowing them this op-
portunity. The leaders 
of our school(s) have 
a thankless job, but we 
are extremely grateful to 
have Athletics back for 
our student-athletes.” 
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Thomas R. Lally, 73, 
of Winthrop and Delray 
Beach, FL, passed away 

on November 
24. 

T h o m a s 
was a U. S. 
Air Force 
Veteran serv-

ing from 1964 to1968. 
Prior to his retirement, 
he was the Director of 
Information Systems for 
the UniFirst Corporation. 
Thomas was a member 
of the Winthrop Golf 
Club, Life Member of 
the Winthrop Lodge of 
Elks #1078 and the Win-
throp Yacht Club.

Thomas was the be-
loved husband of Alice 
A. (Daly) Lally. Born 
in Woburn, he was the 
cherished son of the late 
Patrick J. and Jean (Sul-
livan) Lally, the devoted 
father of Christopher T. 
Lally of Winthrop and 
Patrick J. Lally of Ath-
ens, GA. He was the dear 
brother of Patricia Beane 
and her husband, Ron of 
Woburn, William Lally 
and his wife. Jeanne of 
Woburn, Joyce Gray and 
her 

Husband, Kevin of 
Woburn, Joseph Lally 
and his wife, Maureen of 
Nashua, NH, John Lal-
ly and his wife, Joan of 

Woburn, Susan Ginivan 
and her husband, Paul of 
Woburn and the late Mi-
chael Lally of Woburn. 
Thomas is also survived 
by many 

nieces and nephews.
Funeral arrangements 

were by the Maurice W. 
Kirby Funeral Home, 
210 Winthrop St. Win-
throp. A Funeral Mass 
was celebrated on Mon-
day, November 30, in 
St. John the Evangelist 
Church-Winthrop. Inter-
ment was in Winthrop 
Cemetery (Belle Isle 
Section). Donations in 
his memory can be made 
to the Dana 

Farber Cancer Insti-
tute/Jimmy Fund, 450 
Brookline Ave., Boston, 
MA. 02215. To sign his 
guestbook, please visit 
our website at 	 w w w .
mauricekirbyfh.com	

. 

George C. Costonis 
passed away from cardi-
ac arrest on November 
24 in a long-term care 
facility in Jupiter, Florida 
at the age of 92.  George 
was born in Winthrop 
where he continued to 
live , married, raised a 
family, and impacted 
the town and his friends 
through his philanthro-
py and businesses until 
much later in life when 
he moved to Lehigh 
Acres, Florida.

Upon graduating from 
Winthrop High School in 
1946, George launched 
his extraordinary ca-
reer as   a   person     deep-
ly     committed     to     his   
family’s   well being;   a   
business   man   of   ex-
traordinary leadership   
and   influence     within   
the   town   of   Winthrop;   
a     philanthropist     who   
was   more   than

willing   to   share   his   
success     and     stories   
with   others   in   the   spir-
it   of   good   citizenship   
and     as     a sportsman 
who enjoyed promoting 
and sponsoring events 
and causes with and for 
his business associates, 
friends and family.

George     was     prede-
ceased     by     his     par-
ents,  Arthur   and   Syl-
via     Costonis. He     is   
survived     by     his chil-
dren: Elizabeth St.Claire 
and her husband, Randy, 
Kevin Costonis, Chris 
Costonis, Stephanie Cos-
tonis and Maria Travis; 
his grandchildren: Mo-
nique St. Claire, Chantal   
St. Claire,   KC   Costo-
nis,     Jacklyn     Costonis   
and     Christina     Cos-
tonis     and     beautiful   
greatgrandchildren.   He 
is also survived by his 
siblings: Johann Lee, 
Sylvia Favaloro and her 
husband, Cosimo, Arthur 
Costonis and his wife, 
Ricki, Anthony Costonis 
and his wife, Dorothy 
and John Costonis and 
his wife, Susan.  George 
will always be fondly re-
membered by his many 
nieces and nephews.  
George   was     prede-
ceased   by  his   sisters, 
Anne   Fuccione     and  
Lillian  Costonis.  

The family also wants 
to acknowledge George’s 
three Florida Angels, 
Caretakers: Joy Garofa-
lo, AnnaRubio and Judy 
Gates.

  George started his 
first entrepreneurial ven-
ture – selling fruits, veg-
etables and produce in an 
open backed     produce   
truck   called   “George’s   
Fruit   Bowl.”   He   then   
moved   on   to   establish   
Modern Decorators, Inc. 
a firm engaged in retail, 

commercial and industri-
al painting. The  compa-
ny grew to become one 
of the largest employ-
ers in the Town during 
the mid-50s to the late 
1980’s. During this peri-
od George started a gen-
eral construction compa-
ny and devoted much of 
his activity toidentify and 
fund several major real 
estate development proj-
ects in the Town of Win-
throp andthe surrounding 
area including apartment 
buildings, hotels,   single 
community residences 
and RV Parks, to name 
but a few. 

One of his major ac-
complishments was the 
introduction of the very 
first condominium build-
ingt o be built in the 
Town of Winthrop and 
indeed, in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. 
As a ‘first mover’ . . . in 
the early 1950’s  . . . when 
condominium law   was  
first being developed, 
George’s   vision   was  
greeted with skepticism 
by the   Town Fathers  
and in particular   the 
Zoning Board. George  
had   to  make   the  case   
that   condo  living  could   
make  a   huge  difference  
to   the  community     in   
terms   of   increased   val-
uations   of   real   estate   
property,   accompanying   
new   tax revenues within 
Winthrop as well as the 
stimulation of additional 
economic activity within 
the Town. It is a vision 
that became a reality ---
and today the community 
of Winthrop has been a
prime beneficiary of 

these efforts, 
Even through this 

whirlwind of activity, 
George always made 
time and was quite will-
ing to share his experi-
ences within the com-
munity both in formal 
and informal ways. As a 
business owner and  em-
ployer,  George  both  in-
spired   and   encouraged  
several   of his     former  
employees  to  start their 
own businesses   which 
helped to launch many 
successful careers.

As a “give back 
guy,” George mobilized 
friends, family and con-
cerned citizens of the 
community to help fund 
many initiatives   to   im-
prove   the   athletic   pro-
grams     in     the     Town   
including   funding     the   
start     of     the Winthrop 
High School Hockey 
Program as well as the 
initial construction of the 
Winthrop Little  League 
Baseball field next to the 
golf course. As an avid 
sportsman, George spon-
sored several informal 

OBITUARIES

IT COSTS NO MORE TO HAVE.........

MAURICE W. KIRBY

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
• COMPARE OUR PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS
• SPACIOUS PARKING AREA 
• SERVING ALL FAITHS

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

(617) 846-0909
210 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP
WWW.MAURICEKIRBYFH.COM
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All types of services
for all types of people.

Some people prefer traditional funeral 
services. Others prefer cremation. 

Some want an elaborate ceremony. 
Then there are others who don’t 
want any ceremony at all. When 
it comes to funerals, there are 
as many options as there are 

people. And we take pride in 
being able to say we offer them all.

(617) 846-8700
www.CaggianoFuneralHome.com. 

www.CremationsbyCaggianoFH.com

Caggiano
FUNERAL HOME

147 Winthrop Street • Winthrop, Massachusetts 02152
Telephone: 617-846-8700 Fax: 617-846-8701

www.caggianofuneralhome.com

George Costonis
Visionary, philanthropist and a true leader and friend to the Town of Winthrop

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden
Amy Torf  Golden

Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)
M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

To place  me-
moriam in the 

Winthrop 
Transcript, 

please call 781-
485-0588

Dorothy (Sullivan) 
Duyon, 92, passed away 
on November 30 at the 
North End 

Rehabilitation & 
Healthcare Center in 
Boston. Dorothy was 
born in Chelsea and was 
a graduate of St. Rose 
High School. Before 
her retirement, Dorothy 
worked for many years 
at the Telephone Work-
ers’ Cooperative Bank in 
Boston. After retirement 
she enjoyed travelling 
and spending time with 
her family.

Dorothy was a devout 
Catholic and a longtime 
worshiper at St. John 
the Evangelist Church in 
Winthrop. She lived in 
Winthrop for most of her 

married life and loved 
the beach and her won-
derful friends and neigh-
bors here.	

She was predeceased 
in 2016 by the love of 
her life, George, after 65 
years of marriage as well 
as her siblings: Daniel 
Sullivan, Timothy Sulli-
van, Mary Toomey, and 
Helen Hawthorne.

Dorothy was the de-
voted mother of Kev-
in Duyon and his wife, 
Paula of Londonderry, 
NH, Mary Bitetti and 
her late husband, Sam 
of East Falmouth and 

Jack Duyon and his wife, 
Lisa of Winthrop; adored 
grandmother of Rory, 
Hayley and Mackenzie 
Duyon, Sara, Sam and 
Susan Bitetti and Ryan 
and Timothy Duyon and 
the loving great-grand-
mother of Will, Brooke, 
Kevin, Madelyn, George, 
and Sophie.

At the request of the 
family, Dorothy’s funeral 
services will be private. 
Funeral arrangements are 
by the Maurice W. Kirby 
Funeral Home, 210 Win-
throp St. Winthrop.	
In lieu of flowers, do-
nations can be made to 
St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 320 Winthrop 
St., Winthrop, MA 02152 
or the Winthrop Coun-
cil on Aging, Winthrop 
Town Hall, 1 Metcalf 
Square, Winthrop, MA 
02152. To sign her guest-
book, please visit our 
website at www.maurice-
kirbyfh.com	

Dorothy Duyon
Devout Catholic and longtime worshiper at 

St. John the Evangelist Church

Joseph M. McCarthy 
of Winthrop passed away 
at home on November 
28.  He was 85 years old. 

Born in Tralee, Coun-
ty Kerry, Ireland, the be-
loved son of the late Ellen 
McCarthy, after complet-
ing school, he worked for 
years at a pub in Listowel 
before making the trip to 
America.  He first settled 
in Philadelphia where he 
began working for US 
Airways (then Allegheny 
Airlines), and eventually 
made his way to Win-
throp.  At U.S. Airways, 
he made innumerable, 
lifelong friends and re-
tired after a distinguished 
career.  

He was devoted not 
just to his own family, but 
to his friends and their 
families, many of whom 
knew him affectionately 
as “Uncle Joe.”  He also 
had unwavering loves for 
Ireland, travel, and pho-
tography.  From Spain, to 
Japan, to the shores and 
towns of his beloved Ire-
land, he trekked around 
the world and skillfully 
catalogued his travels in 
photograph.   

He was the devoted 
brother of the late Mau-
reen McDonagh (Mc-
Carthy) and her former 
husband, Michael James 
McDonagh; loving uncle 

and godfather of Mar-
tine McDonagh, Michael 
Joseph McDonagh and 
Myles McDonagh; dear 
friend to many, includ-
ing his best friend, Paul 
Whelan.

Family and friends 
are cordially invited to 
attend the visitation on 
Friday, December 4 from 
9 to 11 a.m. at the Cag-
giano-O’Maley-Frazier 
Funeral Home, 147 Win-
throp St., Winthrop fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass 
in St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 320 Winthrop 
St., Winthrop at 11:30 
a.m.   Committal will be 
private.

*Attendees must wear 
masks & maintain social 
distancing in the Funeral 
Home and Church*

To sign the online 
guestbook, go to   www.
caggianofuneralhome.
com.

 

Joseph McCarthy
US Airways retiree

Thomas Lally
Member of Winthrop Golf Club, Winthrop 

Elks and Winthrop Yacht Club 

fun trips and events in-
cluding Stanley Cup trips 
to Montreal to root for 
the Boston Bruins;  annu-
al trips  to the NFL Super 
Bowls complimented by 
a week of golf in Florida 
with several members of 
the Winthrop Golf Club. 
This tradition remains 
alive today. Red Sox tick-
ets were always available 
for distribution. These 
were fantastic times and 
events which are fond-
ly remembered by those 
of us who were lucky 
enough to participate.

 Indeed,   George   will   
always     be     most     re-
membered   as   a   great   
friend,     who     spent     a   
lifetime impacting the 
lives of all the people 

who had a chance to get 
to know hm.   Every-
where he went, people 
were drawn to his can-
do attitude, quick wit, 
kindness, generosity, and 
willingness to talk for 
hours or have an intellec-
tual debate on almost any 
topic. 

Indeed, the Town of 
Winthrop lost a true lead-
er and friend. We will all 
miss his presence in our 
daily lives.

Given the challenges 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, a private memo-
rial service will be held 
by the family with a 
celebration of George’s 
life deferred for a future 
date in New England this 
summer.
In lieu of flowers, do-

nations may be made 
in George’s name to 
Winthrop Charities, 28 
Thornton Street, Win-
throp, MA 02152 where 
the donations will be 
used by the Sylvia Cos-
tonis Charitable Trust to 
support local organiza-
tions and philanthropic 
events in the Town.
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which helped him earn 
the 28th annual Irving 
P. Alexander Memorial 
Trophy from the Rotary 
Club. Ferrara followed in 
the footsteps of his dad, 
Frank “Buster” Ferrara, 
who won the coveted tro-
phy in 1957.

50 years ago
Dec. 2, 1970
Revere edged Win-

throp, 28-26, on Thanks-
giving Day in a thrilling 
contest that went down 
to the wire. The game set 
a record for total points 
scored by the two teams 
in their rivalry. Revere 
took a 21-0 lead at the 
half and appeared to be 
in full control with a TD 
early in the third frame 
for a 28-0 advantage. 
However, the Vikings 
stormed back, scoring on 
a 59-yard pass play from 
quarterback Pat DeGre-
gorio to Kevin Dowd, 
though a successful two 
point run was nullified 
by a penalty, a flag that 
would come back to 
haunt the Vikings. A 33-
yard pass from DeGrego-
rio to sophomore Mike 
DeMarco, who made a 
sensational grab, cut the 
lead to 28-12. A bad snap 
from center on a Revere 
punt attempt with five 
minutes to play gave 
Winthrop the ball at the 
Revere 14 and three plays 
later DeMarco scored 
from the six, and with the 
successful two point con-
version, the score was 
28-20. Winthrop’s on-
side kick, which all 3000 
people at the field knew 
was coming, was suc-
cessful, with Mike Eruzi-

one pouncing on the ball 
at the Revere 49. On a 
fourth and 10, DeGrego-
rio hit Dowd with a pass 
to the Revere four and 
Mark DeGregorio ran it 
in from there to make it 
28-26 with 2:40 to play. 
However, the two-point 
conversion was stopped 
by Revere, which then 
ran out the clock when 
the ensuing onside kick 
by Winthrop was unsuc-
cessful. Although Win-
throp finished the year at 
1-8, first-year head coach 
Bob DeFelice was ecstat-
ic with his team’s effort. 
Dowd was the recipient 
of the Irving P. Alexan-
der Trophy from the Ro-
tary Club at its luncheon 
meeting on the Monday 
after the game.

60 years ago
Dec. 1, 1960
Winthrop concluded 

a 3-6 season on a losing 
note with a 14-6 loss to 
Danvers on Thanksgiv-
ing Day. George Ciampa 
set up the Winthrop score 
with a 64-yard kickoff 
return to the Danvers 24. 
Doug Milne tossed a 13-
yard pass to Billy Adam-
son for the TD, tying the 
score at that time. How-
ever, Danvers scores the 
winning TD just before 
the end of the half thanks 
to a Winthrop fumble at 
its own 24. Adamson was 
awarded the Irving P. Al-
exander Trophy from the 
Rotary Club and Carl-
ton Gray Jr. and Edward 
J. Ziegler were elect-
ed co-captains for next 
year’s edition of Coach 
Ed MacFarland’s team.

70 years ago
Nov. 30, 1950
Winthrop lost the hol-

iday finale to Danvers, 
12-6, on Thanksgiving, 
to finish at 1-8 on the 
season. Sophomore half-
back Joe Duplin sparked 
the lone Winthrop touch-
down and ran for 70 
yards on 11 carries to 
receive the Winthrop 
Transcript Trophy for 
the outstanding Winthrop 
player of the game. The 
Winthrop TD came via 
a three-yard pass from 
Tommy Trainor to se-
nior Billy Castro. Look-
ing ahead to next year, 
head coach Ed MacFar-
land will have a talent-
ed group returning, led 
by fullback Steve Miles, 
Billy Lockyer, Phil Der-
ring, Warren Baker, War-
ren White, Fran Lanza, 
Arnold Noyes, Trainer, 
and Duplin. Departing 
seniors from this year’s 
squad are co-captains 
Alan Abrams and Lou 
Racca, Mike Finamore, 
Paul Connor, Angelo 
Ruggiero, Carmen Mer-
lino, Jerry Vickeron, Joe 
Ciampa, and Billy Cas-
tro.

80 years ago
Nov. 28, 1940
Revere High football 

captain John “Bunny” 
Morelli, gliding over 
an ice-coated gridiron 
at Miller Field in Sonja 
Henie-fashion thanks to 
eight inches of snow that 
fell earlier in the week, 
scored the lone touch-
down on a bitterly-cold 
Thanksgiving  morning 
to furnish the RHS 11 
with a tasty 6-0 victory 
over Winthrop before the 
usual Turkey Day ban-
ner crowd of 4000 fans. 
All agreed that the teams 
played in the most-haz-
ardous field conditions of 
their 23-game rivalry.

The winless Winthrop 
squad was trying for its 
first victory of the season 
against Revere, which 
itself had only two wins 
coming into the game. 
It seems that it was not 
long ago that great things 
had been predicted for 
this year’s Winthrop 
team, but the tip-off for 
what was to follow came 
on Labor Day when a 
stunned gathering at In-

gleside Park saw brothers 
Dick and Phil Chardon 
lay prone after one of the 
weirdest baseball acci-
dents of all time when the 
duo collided while chas-
ing a fly ball.   Though 
both boys recovered mi-
raculously, captain-elect 
Dick Chardon still wears 
a specially padded hel-
met. After that, chunky 
150-pound halfback 
Kenny Oliver, from 
whom much was expect-
ed this season, bowed out 
with a fractured ankle.

Sports Years // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
Crombie, Karen E	 Crombie Banks Street T	 95 Banks St	 $785,000
Peter Pan Properties LLC	 Highland Shore Drive LLC	 95-97 Beach Rd	 $2,500,000
Waldemar Investments LLC	 Teixeira, Joseph	 39 Circuit Rd	 $515,000
Shabani, Dritan	 Moss RT	 500 Governors Dr #35	 $240,000
Bailey, Lawrence	 Finocchio, Bobbie	 72 Harbor View Ave #3	 $436,000
Deporter, Aaron	  Inconiglios, Paul S	 41 Lincoln St	 $690,000
Pezzolesi, Joseph L	 Diggan, Christopher R	 56 Otis St	 $500,000
Boxill, Jonathan M	 Amico, Deborah	 217 Pleasant St	 $697,500 
Mahoney, Jennifer	 Fleming, Marian K	 550 Pleasant St #408	  $420,000
Owens, Brandon	 Bonavita, Alyssa M	 67 Pleasant St	 $479,000 
Pacileo, Linda	 Cronin Carol A Est	 3 Seal Harbor Rd #543	 $379,900 
Fuery, Mark J	 Lintern, Gail	 26 Tewksbury St #26	 $629,000 
Castle, Elena	 Fuery, Ashley E	 45-47 Tewksbury St #2	 $315,000 
Peter Pan Properties LLC	 Highland Shore Drive LLC	 250-252 Winthrop Shore Dr	 $2,500,000

Real Estate Transfers

HIGHLANDGROUP@COMPASS.COM
617.846.8000
75 CREST AVE, WINTHROP, MA
126 NEWBURY STREET, BOSTON, MA

JIM POLINO – ELIZABETH POLINO
JAMES POLINO – JONATHAN POLINO
SHARON TALLENT – ATIYEH CASSIDY
VIRGINIA BROWN – CHRISSY D’AMBROSIO
ANDRES RAMIREZ – DAVID TALLENT

Buying or selling, 
ask us about Compass 

Coming Soon and 
Compass Concierge

AT THE HIGHLAND GROUP 
IT’S ALWAYS ABOUT YOU!

     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. 

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

ADVERTISEMENT
The Winthrop Housing 
Authority, the Awarding 
Authority, invites sealed 
bids from Contractors for 
the Shingle Roof Replace-
ment at Golden Drive 
667-02 Elderly Housing 
Development for the Win-
throp Housing Authority 
in Winthrop, Massachu-
setts, in accordance with 
the documents prepared 
by Raymond T. Guertin, 
Architect.
The Project consists of: 
Shingle roof replacement 
at 14 separate Type A & 
B Buildings at the Golden 
Drive 667-02 Elderly 
Housing Development 
including all related 
work as shown on the 
Drawings and Project 
Manual.
Alternate No 1 - Shingle 
roof replacement at one 
additional Type A Build-
ing (Building 20 - Type 
A2) at the Golden Drive 
667-02 Elderly Housing 
Development including 
all related work as shown 
on the Drawings and 
Project Manual.
Alternate No 2 - Shingle 
roof replacement at one 
additional Type B Build-
ing (Building 16-18 - Type 
B1) at the Golden Drive 
667-02 Elderly Housing 
Development including 
all related work as shown 
on the Drawings and 
Project Manual.
Alternate No 3 - Replace-
ment of all existing 
aluminum cladding at all 
fascia and rake boards at 
all Type A & B Buildings 
at the Golden Drive 
667-02 Elderly Housing 
Development as shown 
on the Drawings and 
Project Manual.
The work is estimated to 
cost $510,800.00	
(Base Bid: $376,400.00 - 
Alternates: $134,400.00)
Bids are subject to 
M.G.L. c.149 §44A-J & to 
minimum wage rates as 
required by M.G.L. c.l49 
§§26 to 27H inclusive.
General bidders must 
be certified by the 
Division of Capital 
Asset Management and 
Maintenance (DCAMM) in 
the category of
ROOFING.
General Bids will be 

received until 2:00 p.m., 
Thursday, December 
10, 2020 and publicly 
opened, forthwith.
This project is being 
Electronically Bid (E-Bid). 
All bids shall be prepared 
and submitted online at 
www.Projectdog.com and 
received no later than 
the date & time specified 
above. Hard copy bids 
will not be accepted by 
the Awarding Authority. 
For E-Bid Tutorial and 
Instructions, click here 
to download the Sup-
plemental Instructions 
To Bidders for Electronic 
Bid Projects from www.
Projectdog.com. For assis-
tance, contact Projectdog, 
Inc. at 978.499.9014
General bids shall be 
accompanied by a bid 
deposit that is not less 
than five (5%) of the 
greatest possible bid 
amount (considering all 
alternates) and made 
payable to the Winthrop 
Housing Authority.
Bid forms and contract 
documents will be 
available or for purchase 
at www.Projectdog.com 
Project Code 840696. 
Additional sets may be 
purchased online at 
www.Projectdog.com. 
CD-ROMs are available 
upon request.
Bidders requesting 
Contract Documents to 
be mailed to them shall 
include a separate check 
for $35.00 per set, pay-
able to Projectdog, Inc., 
to cover mail handling 
costs.
General bidders must 
agree to contract with 
minority and women 
business enterprises 
as certified by the 
Supplier Diversity 
Office (SDO), formerly 
known as SOMWBA. The 
combined participation 
goal reserved for such 
enterprises shall not be 
less than 13% percent 
of the final contract 
price including accepted 
alternates. Request for 
waivers must be sent to 
DHCD (david.mcclave@
mass.gov) 5 calendar 
days prior to the General 
Bid date. NO WAIVERS 
WILL BE GRANTED AFTER 
THE GENERAL BIDS ARE 
OPENED.

Some scope of the project 
requires interior access. 
Full or portions of the 
project may be impacted 
by the pandemic. The 
Notice to Proceed for this 
project may be issued as 
much as 90 days from 
the date DHCD approves 
the construction contract.
PRE-BID CONFERENCE / 
SITE VISIT:
Date and Time:	
Wednesday, December 2, 
2020 at 10 AM Address:	
9 Golden Drive, Win-
throp, MA 02152
Instructions:	
Site briefing to follow 
Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention & 
State COVID-19 guidelines 
& recommendations for 
social distancing. All 
attendees must wear a 
mask.
SITE VISIT BY APPOINT-
MENT: For an appoint-
ment call Peg Tiernan 
Lyons, Executive Director 
at 617-846-7100.

11/25/20, 12/02/20, 
12/03/20

R,W

LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARINGS

The Transportation Safety 
Advisory Committee will 
be holding two public 
hearings to gather public 
input on the Point Shirley 
resident parking pilot 
that took place over the 
summer. All Winthrop 
residents are encouraged 
to attend and provide 
input on the merits or is-
sues with the pilot. These 
hearings will be held via 
Zoom on Wednesday, De-
cember 9, 2020 at 7:00 
PM, and on Wednesday, 
December 16, 2020 at 
8:00 AM. Information on 
connecting to the Zoom 
webinars will be posted 
on the official bulletin 
board at Town Hall, and 
on the town website 
at www.town.winthrop.
ma.us
 
Anyone who is unable 
to attend but would like 
to submit input may do 
so by email to tsac@
town.winthrop.ma.us or 
by mail to Town Hall, 
Attn: TSAC, 1 Metcalf Sq, 
Winthrop, MA 02152.

12/3
W

Estelle Anne Johnson, 
92, of Winthrop died on 
December 1. 

After graduating from 
Winthrop High School 
in 1944, she spent most 
of her career working 
as an insurance under-
writer at Commercial 
Union Insurance Com-
pany in Boston.   She 
brought great joy to, and 
will be greatly missed 
by, her family, friends, 
and everyone whom she 
touched.  

She was the daughter 
of the late Estelle Marie 
(Casey) Copeman and 
John W. Copeman of East 
Boston, beloved wife of 
the late Edward Conant 
Johnson, beloved sister 
of the late John W. Cope-
man, Jr., loving mother 
of Thomas E. Johnson 
and his wife, Deborah, 
Nancy A. DeGregorio 
and her husband, Mark 
and Kevin P. Johnson. 
She is also survived by 
her three loving grand-
children: Meredith John-
son, Mark DeGregorio 

Jr. and Jessica Johnson 
and her two great grand-
children, Giuliana and 
Dominic DeGregorio.  In 
addition, Estelle is sur-
vived by many nieces 
and nephews.

A private interment 
will be held at Winthrop 
Cemetery Monday, De-
cember 7. A Celebra-
tion of Life Service at 
St. John the Evangelist 
Church, Winthrop will 
occur in 2021 at a date to 
be determined.

In lieu of flowers, a do-
nation in Estelle’s name 
to the organization is pre-
ferred to Mass Society 
for Prevention of Cruel-
ty to Animals (MSPCA) 
@  www.mspca.org/do-
nate-now/.

To sign the online 
guestbook, go to  www.
caggianofuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements under 
the direction of the Cag-
giano-O’Maley-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Win-
throp.

Estelle Anne Johnson
She brought great joy to her family friends 

and everyone she touched

Connie J. Fahey, 70, 
of Winthrop passed away 
suddenly at ho me on 
November 27.

Born in Chelsea, the 
cherished daughter of the 
late George E. and Gen-
evieve G. “Gen” (Guin-
ey) Fahey Sr. , Connie 
was an avid traveler. She 
enjoyed many cruises 
and traveling to different 
destinations across the 
world. Connie loved the 
beach and enjoyed her 
summers at the Winthrop 
Beach. Most importantly 
was gathering with fami-
ly and friends, especially 
with her nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews.

Connie was the dear 
sister of George E. Fa-
hey Jr. and his wife, Hel-
en and Patricia A. Burke 
and her husband, Joseph, 
all of Saugus; loving aunt 
of George Fahey

III and his wife, Ai-
mee, Michael Fahey and 
his wife, Jen, Colleen 
and Brian Fahey, 

Kathleen Bondi and 

her husband, Joseph and 
Joseph Burke Jr. and his 
wife, Allison 

and great-aunt of Mag-
gie, Robbie, Kyle, Molly, 
Cameron, Ada, Maisie 
and Isla.

Funeral Services for 
Connie will be private. 
Donations in her memo-
ry can be made

to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital 501 
St. Jude Place Memphis, 
TN. 38105 

or to the Shriners 
Hospital for Children 
51 Blossom St. Boston, 
MA. 02114.           

Connie Fahey
Avid traveler, loved Winthrop Beach and 

family gatherings 
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In the 1637 Grand Al-
lotment of Pullen Point 
(Winthrop), our peninsu-
la was divided into seven-
teen parcels of land that 
were granted as home-
steads to fifteen promi-
nent men of Boston with 
the provision that within 
two years each parcel 
was to have some sort 
of livable quarters estab-
lished on it. A portion of 
the area, now known as 
Court Park, was a part of 
the parcel granted orig-
inally to Valentyne Hill. 
Later Joseph Bill ac-
quired this parcel of land 
and built a home in the 
mid 1600’s along what 
is now Johnson Avenue 
somewhere between Sar-
gent Street and Bellevue 
Avenue. This house later 
became the home of Jo-
seph Tewksbury and was 
razed about 1840. The 
entire Court Park area 

became the estates of 
Judge Loring and George 
Emerson in 1847. In the 
1890’s the Loring’s and 
Emerson’s were gone 
and the area, for a brief 
period, became first a 
horseback riding trail 
and then a nine hole golf 
course. Pictures of La-
dies riding side saddle 
among the trees and men 
playing golf in the open 
areas exist and will be 
the subject of a future 
article. The two homes 
featured in today’s arti-
cle were both built about 
1900 and among the first 
16 homes to appear in 
the general Court Park 
area. Picture one depicts 
the 185 Circuit Road 
current home of Richard 
and Marie Lawton as it 
appeared about 110 years 
ago shortly after it was 
built for Ervine Strout. 
Picture two shows the 

house currently.  Notice 
the half moon arches in 
the porch foundation in 
both pictures.  Today 
there is also a roof over 
the entire porch.  Picture 
three depicts the 103 Sar-
gent Street current home 
of Frank and Rosemarie 
DeMarco also about 100 
years ago shortly after 
it was built for John R. 
Neal. While in picture 
four, the rooftop wid-
ows walk is gone but 
the many small dormer 
windows remain. The 
left hand portion of the 
porch has been enclosed 
while the several sets of 
dual posts supporting the 
porch roof still exist.  In 
both cases, great care 
was taken to preserve the 
early general architectur-
al appearance and charm 
of these two homes as 
renovations were made. 

WINTHROP Then and Now
Winthrop Improvement and Historical Association

By G. David Hubbard, Town Historian • Photos courtesy of Stephen F. Moran

W I N T H R O P  H I S TO R Y  W E B S I T E :  W I H A O N L I N E . O R G

ARTICLE 947 - ONE OF THE COURT PARK INTERSECTIONS

11

22

44

33

THE MORE 
Things Change ...

Items selected from past issues of the Winthrop Sun, The Winthrop 
Review, The Winthrop Visitor,  The Transcript and The Sun-Transcript

10 years ago
December 2, 2010
The Winthrop Town 

Council has named the 
five finalists for the po-
sition of clerk to the 
council. Carolann Buch-
man, Leighanne Strang-
ie, Joanna Darcy, Bettie 
Dalton, and Georgeanne 
DaCosta will be inter-
viewed by the council-
ors at a special meet-
ing. Eleven candidates 
applied for the position 
that previously was held 
by Town Clerk Carla 
Vitale. The clerk to the 
town council position is 
a separate role from Vi-
tale’s responsibilities as 
town clerk. The part-time 
position has a stipend of 
$5,200 per year.

Winthrop Town Man-
ager James McKenna 
was one of a number of 
local leaders from across 
the state who met with 
Secretary Mary Beth 
Heffernan of the Ex-
ecutive Office of Pub-
lic Safety at the State 
House  to discuss ways 
to snuff out the violence 
and drug trafficking that 
causes it.

The King’s Speech, 
Black Swan, and Tangled 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

20 years ago
Nov. 30, 2000
Winthrop schools’ 

MCAS scores improved 
slightly, according to 
Interim School Supt. 
Thomas Giancristiano. 
Winthrop ranked 142 out 
of 175 school districts 
statewide.

The new elevator at 
Town Hall for individ-
uals with disabilities, 
which was just complet-
ed at a cost of $750,000, 
was dedicated in the 
memory of the late Rich-
ard “Dick” Kennedy, the 
town’s long-time Veter-
an’s Agent.

Rugrats in Paris, How 
the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas, and 102 Dalmatians 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

30 years ago
Nov. 28, 1990
Angry residents of Al-

mont St. and other parts 
of the town vented their 
anger at the MWRA of-
ficials on hand Thursday 
night at a public meeting 
called to inform residents 
of the MWRA’s plans for 
a gas pipeline through 
the town to Deer Island.

The Advantage Bank 
has begun its annual Toys 
for Tots program.

The Cottage Park 
Yacht Club recently was 
named “Yacht Club of 
the Year” at the recent 
meeting of the Yacht 
Racing Union of Mas-
sachusetts. The CPYC 
hosted three major cham-
pionship regattas this 
year, the Snipes, N-10s, 
and Stars.

The selectmen heard 
plans for construction of 
a new police station on 
the site of the former Post 
Office in Metcalf Sq. 
The new station will be 
built with funds from the 
MWRA mitigation mon-
ey. The Post Office build-
ing itself is the site of the 
old Winthrop Town Hall.

Misery, The Rescuers 
Down Under, and Ghost 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

40 years ago
Dec. 3, 1980
The selectmen sent a 

letter to all department 
heads Monday apprising 
them of the cuts that will 
have to be made because 
of the passage by the vot-
ers of Prop. 2 and 1/2. 
Advisory Board Secre-
tary David Hubbard said 
that all departments will 
be required to make 20 
percent reductions.

A melee at a rock con-
cert involving 200 youths 
at the Elks Hall resulted 
in five arrests and in-
juries to two officers. 
Excessive drinking was 
blamed for the near riot.

The North Shore 
Council of B’nai B’rith 
honored local resident 
Sam Corwin upon the oc-
casion of his 104th birth-
day last week.

Although the tax rate 
has decreased from 
$36.60 to $35.40, many 
local residents received a 
bigger tax bill because of 
the increase in the assess-
ments of their homes. 
Town Accountant Lester 
Towlson explained that 
the state law requiring 
100 percent valuation 
resulted in the higher as-
sessments.

Gena Rowlands stars 
in Gloria at the Kincade 
Theatre.

50 years ago
Dec. 2, 1970
The selectmen have 

taken under advisement 
a request by Gerald Feld-
man of Prospect Ave. to 
construct a modern bil-
liard parlor at 48 Revere 
St., the former site of 
Peterson Motors. Seven 
residents spoke in favor 
of the petition, but 13 
were against it. In anoth-
er matter, there was no 
opposition to a request 
by Alfred Wallace, own-
er of the Winthrop Arms 
Hotel, for a full liquor 
license, which was the 
result of a recent ballot 
question approved by 
Winthrop voters.

The Mass. Port Au-
thority will outline 
plans for a new runway 
at Logan Airport to be 
constructed on the East 
Boston/Winthrop side 
of the airport at a public 
meeting December 22. 
Although hundreds of 
Winthrop residents are 
expected to attend the 
meeting, local officials 
are protesting the timing 
of the meeting, which 
is just three days before 
Christmas.

Chamber of Com-
merce members Pres. 
Anthony Abatessa, Trea-
surer Irving Ectman, Sec-
retary Pat McGee, and 
members Byron Wasson, 
Michael Caruccio, Lou-
is Rossetti, and Murray 
Fogel participated in the 
annual Tree Lighting cer-
emony in French Square 
Friday. The Chamber 
is conducting a contest 
for the Best Decorated 
Homes in the town and 
will award $50 gift cer-
tificates.

Air Force First Lieut. 
Steven E. MacLeod, son 
of Mrs. Doris MacLeod 
of Sunnyside Ave., has re-
ceived the Bronze Medal 
for meritorious service in 
Thailand where he distin-
guished himself as a tac-
tical weapons director for 
the Thai Royal Air Force.

The B’nai B’rith 
Ocean Lodge honored 
two members, Milton 
Solomon and Albert 
Aronofsky, at its Sunday 
morning breakfast.

The Winthrop Em-

blem Club Drill Team 
won second place in the 
National Military Drill 
competition recently in 
Las Vegas.

Barbara Streisand and 
Yves Montand star in On 
A Clear Day You Can 
See Forever at the Win-
throp Cinema.

60 years ago
Dec. 1, 1960
With many of the 

town’s departments hav-
ing run out of money 
before the end of the cur-
rent year, a special town 
meeting has been called 
for December 12 by the 
selectmen to appropriate 
funds through December 
31. Another article on 
the warrant calls for cre-
ation of a committee to 
study the construction of 
a new central fire station. 
The Beach fire station 
has been closed since the 
summer when it was con-
demned by Building In-
spector Wilfred Bennett 
and the present central 
station also has received 
an unfavorable report 
from Bennett.

The Knights of Pyth-
ias will present its annu-
al free Kiddie Party at 
the Odd Fellows Hall on 
Pauline St. this Sunday 
afternoon.

Four generations gath-
ered at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Eben T. Colby 
on Chester Ave. to cele-
brate Thanksgiving. 

Former Selectman 
and Town Counsel Peter 
Princi has been named 
vice president of the 
Northeastern Alumni 
Association. Princi is a 
1938 grad of Northeast-
ern’s former law school.

Santa Claus will visit 
St. John the Evangelist 
School this Tuesday.

Alan Ladd and Don 
Murray star in One Foot 
in Hell and Richard Bur-
ton stars in Look Back in 
Anger at the Winthrop 
Theatre.

70 years ago
Nov. 30, 1950
After a two and one-

half hour hearing, Suffolk 
Superior Court Judge 
John E. Swift has ruled 
that Thomas B. Smith is 
the duly-appointed Chief 
Engineer of the Win-
throp Fire Dept. and has 
awarded Smith back pay. 
Swift tossed aside the 
contention that Smith’s 
appointment as Chief 
Engineer was illegal be-
cause the selectmen had 
failed to notify the Board 
of Fire Engineers, who 
are appointed by the se-
lectmen, of the time and 
place of the appointment, 
as was argued by the 10 
taxpayers who brought 
the lawsuit seeking to 
have Smith removed 
from that position.

Slashing winds, 
pounding surf, and heavy 
rain combined to litter 
streets with sand and 
rocks and flood cellars in 
the Beach and Highland 
areas, causing thousands 
of dollars of damage over 
the weekend. The storm, 
which at times reached 
hurricane strength, also 
disrupted telephone ser-
vice and heating and 
lighting systems, darken-
ing many areas of town. 
The Winthrop Golf Club 
suffered its worst dam-
age in its history with 
the fairways and greens 
inundated with seawater.
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Staff report

Superintendent David 
DiBarri has announced 
the creation of a video 
by Northeast Metro Tech 
highlighting the various 
COVID-19 safety pre-
cautions the district has 
taken to prepare for hy-
brid learning.

The video features 
Superintendent David 
DiBarri, Principal Car-
la Scuzzarella, Assistant 
Principal John O’Brien, 
School Nurse Paula 
Boivin, School Nurse 
Amanda Santarpio, Cu-
linary Instructor Eliz-
abeth Beals and Bilin-
gual School Adjustment 
Counselor Maira Mejia.

Northeast Metro Tech 
will transition to its hy-
brid learning schedule 
on Wednesday, Dec. 2, 
following updated guid-
ance for learning amid 
COVID-19 from the 
Department of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Ed-
ucation. To learn more 
about the district’s de-
cision, visit northeast-
metrotech.com.  To view 
the video, go to ‘vimeo.
com/485649678’.

“We have worked tre-
mendously hard over 
the past few months to 
prepare for this moment, 
and we’re excited to be 
able to welcome students 
and staff back into the 
building safely,” Super-
intendent DiBarri said. 
“The benefits of learning 
in-person are undeniable, 
and I know in particular 

students have missed tak-
ing their career and tech-
nical classes in-person as 
well as seeing their class-
mates and teachers.”

The district has made 
numerous changes to 
its facility to ensure the 
safety and wellbeing of 
all students and staff, in-
cluding signage to sup-
port social distancing 
and direct traffic, signs 
reminding everyone to 
wear masks, hand san-
itizing stations, air pu-
rifiers have been placed 
in each classroom, shop 
spaces have been ex-
panded to facilitate so-
cial distancing, the cafe-
teria has been converted 
into additional classroom 
space, and the district has 
purchased a UV-C high 
power disinfection sys-
tem that disinfects rooms 
daily.

The district has ad-
ditionally implement-
ed a rigorous cleaning 
schedule and high touch 
surfaces are disinfected 
multiple times through-
out the school day.

All students and staff 

will also be expected 
to wear a face covering 
in school and maintain 
six feet of distance from 
others at all times. Spare 
masks will be available 
should anyone forget 
theirs at home. 

COURTESY PHOTO NORTHEAST METRO TECH

Superintendent David DiBarri is one of several speakers in 
a video sharing the district’s safety precautions for hybrid 
learning amid COVID-19. 

Northeast Metro Tech Superintendent shares 
safety video ahead of return to hybrid-learning Dec. 2

INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER 
GROUP CLASSIFIED SECTION

REVERE • EVERETT • WINTHROP • LYNN EAST BOSTON • CHELSEA • CHARLESTOWN

DRIVERS WANTED-DE-
PENDABLE IMMEDIATE 
OPENINGS Busy Revere 
Based transportation 
company. All shifts 
available, transporting 
passengers, Our cars/
our gas/our clients, 
call Ricky 781-913-6613 
or 781-284-1000 office 
(leave name and #) 
Local geographical 
knowledge and good 
driving record a must. 
-----------------------------

HELP 
WANTEDROOM FOR RENT

Winthrop
Extra small room in 
quiet home
Fully furnished, 50-inch 
TV w/ internet
Off street parking, near 
bus line
Kitchen and yard access
Available now
Call Carl
781-426-5454
$800/month + heat
----------------------------------------
CHELSEA
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully 

Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Laundry in Building
Next to Bus, Train 
Station, Supermarket
$850/Month Includes 
Utilities
Call Maria 617-312-9467
---------------------------------------
DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403
------------------------------

NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach 
over 50,000 readers. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588.
------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great Re-
sults? Call our classified 
department. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad 
to 781-485-1403

THINK OF 
IT AS AN 
OWNER’S 
MANUAL

FOR YOUR
 MONEY.

The free Consumer Action 
Handbook. In print and online
at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s
the everyday guide to getting
the most for your hard-
earned money. For your 
free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write
to Handbook, Pueblo, CO
81009; or call toll-free
1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

Cleaning
Home -Apartment

Good prices & references

services

Free estimates

617-309-7081
Offices

CONTRACTOR

MOVERS

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

LAND 
SCAPING

PAINTING

1 col. x  
2 inches

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00

“We Get The Job Done The First Time On Time”

• Shingle and Rubber Roofs
• All Types of Siding • Gutters
• Window Replacement • Decks

• Flashing • And More...
Phone: 617-650-2246

USRemodelingBos@gmail.com

USA Roofing 
& Remodeling

ROOFING REPAIRS
SNOW PLOWING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454 Your 
Ad  

Here

HOME REPAIR

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Marcello De Souza
Roofing specialist

MARCELLO 
ROOFING

• ASPHALT • SHINGLES
• SLATE + RUBBER ROOFS

SERVING THE BOSTON AREA SINCE 1997
CELL: 617-206-7862 | OFFICE: 617-507-1703

20 AUGUSTUS ST., REVERE, MA, 02151
LICENSED & INSURED CSL 100141

Roberta Will
• Painting 

• Wall Papering 
• Decorative Painting 

• Murals 
617-846-8992

DISPOSAL

MOVING OR SELLING
Do you have a lot of good stuff to get 
rid of? Call us! We will take it away 
free! Give us a call and let us take a 

look at what you have. 
Call Jim at 857-251-1622

$FREE$ $FREE$Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

1 col. x 
1 inch
$5/wk

1 col. x 
1 inch
$5/wk

Scottie’s
Multi-Services
Clean-Outs
Demo/Removal 
                    Inside & Out
Residential+ Business
CALL 781-971-0119

CLEANING 
SERVICES

Rae Anne
DePamphilis
55 Johnson Avenue
Winthrop MA 02152

617.435.7775

raeannedep@gmail.com

Winthrop'Winthrop's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 X110 OR EMAIL KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

Painting 
(interior/exterior) 
Carpentry, 

Pressure 
Washing, 
Kitchen & 

Bath 
Remodeling

Builder’s Lic: #1008
40 Years Experience

Call Joe
781-289-0534

POOL INSTALLATION

Commercial Pool
Above & In-ground Pools - 

Replacement Liners 
Filters - Accessories - Installation - Repairs

    Openings - Closings - Gunite Pool Repairs
Compare the quality!

“Your Full Service Company”
Est. 1974

781-632-5750

SONNY’S 
ROOFING

Residential & Commercial
• Rubber Roofing  
• Metal • Repairs
• Shingle Roofing

• Snow & Ice Removal
• Asphalt Repairs

• All Types of Repairs
• Licensed & Insured

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297
santinosroofing33@gmail.com
SonnysImmediateServices.com

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

CARPENTRY
P+R Carpentry

• 35 years of satisfied 
customers!

• Stairs, Decks, 
Doors & Windows

• Small one-man jobs
• Free Estimates, Fair pricing

Call Peter 781-885-4198

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

PLUMBING

CALL

Great  Stock ing Stuf fers

Give the Gift that Gives
Local News - Sports - Events

Gift Subscription Available
$30 In Town         $60 Out of Town

Call 781-485-0588
Or Drop by our office, 385 Broadway, Revere

Gift 

Cards can be 

mailed to 

you
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Special to the Journal

House Speaker Robert 
A. DeLeo along with his 
colleagues in the Massa-
chusetts House of Rep-
resentatives passed its 
Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) 
budget, which invests in 
programs and services 
across the Common-
wealth. Funded at $46 
billion, the House bud-
get aims to address the 
sweeping effects of the 
global pandemic by mak-
ing targeted investments 
in housing, food security, 
substance use addiction 
services, and domestic 
violence, sexual assault 
treatment and prevention 
programs. The budget 
also invests in programs 
that provide COVID-re-
lated supports for stu-
dents and increases fund-
ing for developmental 
services.

“Amid this unprece-
dented global pandem-
ic, the House passed a 
budget that helps protect 
those most vulnerable 
among us as a result of 
the widespread effects 
of COVID-19, with sig-
nificant investments in 
housing, substance ad-
diction programs, food 
security, and econom-
ic development,” said 
Speaker DeLeo (D-Win-
throp). “I am proud that 
this budget also furthers 
the House’s ongoing ef-
forts to help survivors 
of domestic and sexual 
assault, safeguard wom-
en’s reproductive rights, 
protect the environment, 
and support high-quality 
early education and care. 
I thank Chair Michlewitz 
for his thoughtful work, 
and my colleagues in the 
House who played a crit-
ical role in this process 
including Vice Chair 
Garlick and Representa-
tive Malia.”

“Given the challenges 
the Commonwealth has 
faced in Fiscal Year 2021 
in light of the COVID 
pandemic, I am proud 
that the House passed a 
responsible, yet robust 
budget that will place 
targeted investments in 
critical areas,” said Rep-
resentative RoseLee Vin-
cent (D-Revere).  “I want 
to thank Speaker DeLeo 
and Chairman Michel-
witz for their leadership 
in delivering this budget 
to the House, and am 
grateful for the com-
mitment the House has 
shown to funding these 
valuable programs and 
investments.”

“This budget is the prod-
uct of tireless work over 
the past few months that 

focuses on the challenges 
our constituents face in the 
midst of this difficult time, 
while avoiding any drastic 
cuts, something that was 
unthinkable back in the 
Spring,” said Represen-
tative Aaron Michlewitz, 
Chair of the House Com-
mittee on Ways & Means 
(D-Boston). “In times of 
need, people rely on the 
services that government 
provides. Vital areas like 
housing stability, food se-
curity, education funding, 
and combating the grow-
ing concerns surrounding 
domestic violence and 
substance addiction, are 
all areas we prioritize in 
this budget. I would like to 
thank Speaker DeLeo for 
his guidance during this 
process, as well as Vice-
Chair Garlick, Represen-
tative Malia, and all the 
members of the House for 
their support during these 
difficult circumstances.” 

“I join with my col-
leagues in passing a state 
budget that stabilizes our 
communities and sustains 
valuable services for Mas-
sachusetts to be strong now 
and resilient in the future,” 
said Representative De-
nise Garlick, Vice Chair of 
the House Committee on 
Ways & Means (D-Need-
ham). “This budget holds 
true to the promise of ed-
ucation resources and lo-
cal aid while protecting 
the hungry, the homeless, 
and those hurt by illness or 
economic hardship. We ap-
preciate the leadership, ex-
perience and steady hand 
of Speaker DeLeo, and 
we are grateful to Chair 
Michlewitz for his extraor-
dinary engagement in un-
derstanding and meeting 
the needs of our constitu-
ents and Commonwealth.”

The House continues to 
further its commitment to 
cities and towns by invest-
ing $1.1 billion Unrestrict-
ed General Government 
Aid (UGGA) and provid-
ing $5.3 billion in Chapter 
70 education funding.  The 
House budget education 
allocations include:

• $53 million in 
COVID-related student 
supports;

• $340 million for Cir-
cuit Breaker Special Edu-
cation reimbursement;

• $117 million for Char-
ter School Reimburse-
ment; and

• $82 million for Re-
gional School Transporta-
tion reimbursement.

Due to the pandemic, ac-
cess to safe and affordable 
housing for many fami-
lies across the Common-
wealth is threatened. The 
House budget represents 
its ongoing commitment 
to housing and homeless-
ness funding. This year, 
the House makes targeted 
investments into rental and 
housing assistance to com-
bat the eviction crisis by 
providing:

• $50 million for the 
Residential Assistance for 
Families in Transition Pro-
gram (RAFT);

• $135 million for the 
Massachusetts Rent-
al Voucher Program 
(MRVP);

• $80 million for pub-
lic housing subsidies;

• $56 million for home-
less individual shelters;

• $13 million for 
homeless student trans-
portation;

• $11 million for De-
partment of Mental 
Health Rental Subsidy 
Program; and

• $8 million for un-
accompanied homeless 
youth.

Keeping in mind the 
widespread economic ef-
fects of the COVID pan-
demic, the House makes 
specific investments in 

labor and economic de-
velopment programs that 
provide opportunities for 
the Commonwealth’s 
workers and its business-
es.  The House maintains 
its support for the Mas-
sachusetts Manufactur-
ing Partnership with an 
investment of $2 mil-
lion – funding which has 
helped many Massachu-
setts manufactures retro-
fit their businesses into 
the PPE market. Other 
investments include:

• $50 million for eco-
nomic development in-
cluding;

• $15 million for local 
Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP)

• $15 million for com-
munity development fi-
nancial institutions

• $10 million for 
matching grants for cap-
ital investments by small 
businesses

• $6 million for small 
business technical assis-
tance grants

• $ 46 million for Adult 
Basic Education Ser-
vices;

• $19 million for 
summer jobs for at-risk 
youth;

• $7 million Workforce 
Competitiveness Trust 
Fund;

• $2.5 million in Urban 
Agenda Grants; and

• $1.4 million for small 
business development.

 
The House budget con-

tinues its ongoing com-
mitment to high-quality 
early education and care 
(EEC) and supporting 
the EEC workforce. The 
budget invests in those 
who work with children 
by increasing rates for 
early education provid-
ers by $20 million and 
supporting continuing 
education opportunities 
with community col-
leges. The House budget 
also includes the follow-
ing EEC investments and 
initiatives:

• $15 million for Head 
Start grants;

• $10 million for slid-
ing fee scale reserve for 
childcare subsidies;

• $10 million for EEC 
Workforce Higher Edu-
cation Opportunities;

• $2.5 million in early 
childhood mental health 
grants;

• $11 million for child 
care resource and referral 
agencies; and

• Establishes the Early 
Education and care Eco-
nomic review commis-
sion to review childcare 
funding and make rec-
ommendations on policy 
changes to expand ac-
cess.  

The House budget 
continues to dedication 
substantial resources to-
ward supporting public 
higher education and in-
creases scholarship fund-
ing for students. These 
investments include:

• $284 million for state 
universities;

• $305 million for 
community colleges;

• $560 million for the 
University of Massachu-
setts system;

• $120 million in 
scholarship funding; and

• $4.8 million for the 
STEM Starter Academy, 
to support underrepre-
sented students in STEM 
fields at community col-
leges.

This fiscal year fund-
ed at $19 billion, Mass-
Health is the largest 
investment the Common-
wealth makes in its most 
vulnerable residents in-
cluding the working poor 
and the homeless. In re-
sponse to the threats to 
reproductive rights for 

women on the national 
level, House also vot-
ed to remove barriers 
to women’s reproduc-
tive health options and 
protect the concepts en-
shrined in Roe v. Wade. 
The budget also invests 
in critical health and hu-
man services agencies 
and providers including:

• $307 million for the 
Department of Children 
and Families for social 
workers, family support 
and stabilization, and 
foster care and adopted 
fee waivers;

• $30 million in emer-
gency food assistance; 
and

• $13 million for the 
Healthy Incentives Pro-
gram. 

Keeping in mind those 
affected by domestic vi-
olence, the House bud-
get establishes a grant 
program to provide do-
mestic violence advocate 
services across the state 
to connect survivors with 
essential services.

In order to support 
programs for individu-
als with intellectual and 
developmental disabil-
ities, the House budget 
increases funding forde-
velopmental services to 
$2.1 billion and includes 
$264 million for commu-
nity day and work pro-
grams across the Com-
monwealth. The House 
budget also includes the 
following investments:

• $236 million for 
state-operated residential 
services

• $78 million for fami-
ly respite services; and

• $39 million for au-
tism omnibus services.

The budget furthers 
the House’s ongoing 
commitment to fight the 
opioid epidemic. To pro-
vide assistance to those 
who are battling sub-
stance addiction, the bud-
get increased funding for 
the Bureau of Substance 
Addiction Services to 
$162 million while of-
fering continued support 
for step-down recovery 
services, jail diversion 
programs, and expansion 
of access to life-saving 
medication. 

The House budget in-
cludes funding for the 
judiciary and ongoing 
criminal justice reform, 
including a $761 million 
investment in the trail 
court and $20 million for 
criminal just reform im-
plementation. The bud-
get also includes:

• $24 million for civil 
legal aid to provide rep-
resentation for low-in-
come individuals via the 
Massachusetts Legal As-
sistance Corporation;

• $9.6 million for a 
new community-based 
re-entry program; and

• $4 million for a pre 
and post-release services 
grant program.

The House calls for 
$302 million in spending 
for environmental pro-
grams, which aim protect 
the Commonwealth’s 
natural resources. These 
investments include:

• $50 million for state 
parks and recreation;

• $40 million for the 
Department of Environ-
mental Protection;

• $16 million for fish-
eries and wildlife protec-
tion;

• $8.1 million for agri-
cultural resources;

• $2.1 million for eco-
logical restoration; and

• $500,000 for the 
Commonwealth’s endan-
gered specials program.

The budget is now 
with the Senate.
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The last 12 Christmas Tree Care Packages are off to the Post 
Office, as they begin their journey to military servicemen 
and women deployed all over the world. 
A special thank you to Donna and Rose at the Winthrop  
Post Office  for opening up early to process the boxes. 
The last load of care packages is going to Sicily, Afghan-
istan, Korea, Spain, Kuwait, Germany, UAE, Africa and 
Okinawa. 
This makes 52 boxes weighing approximately 1300 lbs. 
Thank you to everyone who donated goods, postage, time 
or money to help ship these boxes filled with support 
and love to those who will not be home for the Christmas 
Holidays.

AND THEY'RE OFF! CHRISTMAS 
CARE PACKAGES ON THEIR WAY

House passes balanced budget for Fiscal Year 2021
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