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NEWS Brief

ANNUAL POLAR
PLUNGE FOR
SPECIAL OLYMPICS
MASSACHUSETTS
SET FOR MARCH 21
AT REVERE BEACH

Get ready to freeze for a
cause! On Saturday, March
21, hundreds of brave par-
ticipants will gather at the
historic Revere Beach for
the 2026 Revere Polar
Plunge. This high-energy
event, formerly known as
the Nahant Polar Plunge,
invites community mem-
bers to take a chilly dip in
the Atlantic Ocean to raise
vital funds and awareness
for Special Olympics Mas-
sachusetts.

The festivities will take
place at the Reinstein Band-
stand (350 Revere Beach
Boulevard).  Registration
and check-in begin at 10
am., followed by the of-
ficial Plunge at 12 noon.
After the splash, an awards
program will be held at
12:30 p.m. to celebrate the
top fundraisers and most
spirited participants.

The Polar Plunge is
about more than just cold
water; it’s about going to
the extreme to support the
20,000+ Special Olympics
athletes across the Com-
monwealth. Every dollar

See NEWS BRIEF Page 2
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MARIANNE SALZA PHOTOS
Shown above, during the
Youth Art Show at the Gorman
Fort Banks Elementary School,
Krishna, Diya and Ada Tum-
mala, Second-Grade students,
with Marta Brandt.

Shown to the right, Rowan Tas-
sinari, of Gorman Fort Banks
Elementary School.

The Art Show was a collabora-
tive effort of Winthrop Public
Schools and the Clock Tower
Gallery. See more photos on
Page 12.

Yirrell Beach dune construction gets underway

By Adam Swift

Work is getting under-
way on the construction of
a coastal dune on Yirrell
Beach.

The construction of the
coastal dune is part of the
Yirrell Beach  manage-
ment plan, which aims to
maintain public access for
swimming and recreation,
maintain and protect the

shorebird nesting habitat,
and maintain the beach
functions of storm damage
prevention and flood con-
trol because it fronts the
only transportation route to
the Deer Island Wastewater
Treatment Facility.

“Given the harsh winter,
we are starting later than
anticipated and will work
to install as much as pos-
sible before April 1, 2026,

when we need to get off the
beach for the Piping Plo-
vers,” stated Town Manager
Tony Marino in his report
to the town council at last
week’s meeting. “Once the
sand is installed, we will
begin planting the vegeta-
tion, which will help hold
the dune in place during in-
clement weather.”

See YIRRELL BEACH Page 2

Winthrop Educators rally at ‘Full Court Frenzy’
to celebrate students and highlight commitment
beyond the classroom

Special to the Transcript

Winthrop educators
packed the stands at Win-
throp Middle School Thurs-
day night for the “Full Court
Frenzy,” a spirited basket-
ball event where teachers
and staff came together to
cheer on their colleagues
and celebrate the communi-

ty they serve. The event also
highlighted one of the many
ways Winthrop educators
volunteer their time outside
the classroom in support of
their students, and why they
feel so demoralized by their
193rd day without a con-
tract.

From academic enrich-
ments and school social

events to mentoring stu-
dents after hours, educators
across Winthrop devote
countless unpaid hours to
making schools vibrant
places for student learning.
Thursday’s event served as
both a celebration of that

See TEACHERS Page 6

response

By Adam Swift

During last week’s town
council meeting, Public
Works Director Steve Cal-
la and Town Manager Tony
Marino gave a detailed
presentation on the town’s
preparation and response to
the blizzard that hit the re-
gion at the end of February.

Much of the focus was on
the seven water main breaks
in the town, and the steps
that were taken to address
those breaks and restore ser-
vice to the town.

Several councilors and
residents praised the actions
taken by the public works
department to address the
many issues caused by the
storms. However, there
were concerns raised that
the town has not stepped
up to address the long-term
issues that have affected the
parts of town hit by the wa-
ter main breaks and flooded
basements for years.

Calla said the pre-storm
preparation that weekend
included putting a parking
ban into effect on Sunday
evening, checking equip-
ment and confirming when
DPW personnel would ar-
rive for storm operations,
and conducting a number
of calls with the DCR about
the length of time it planned
on closing the storm gate on
Winthrop Parkway.

The public works direc-
tor then detailed the early
morning hours on Monday,

when the first power out-
ages and water main break
were reported.

During the early morn-
ing hours, Calla said staff
was working hard to keep
roadways passable while
dealing with downed trees,
downed power lines, and
downed telephone poles. By
6:30 a.m., Calla said he got
the first call of a water main
break on Veterans Road
on a 12-inch feeder and he
and the operations manager
headed to the site to assess
and start isolating the break,
which was made difficult
due to the valves being bur-
ied under the snow and ice.

Within five to 10 min-
utes, there were additional
calls for additional water
main breaks, bringing the
total up to seven.

After digging into the
snowbound PRV (pressure
reducing valve) station,
Calla said they saw a high
system flow and erratic
pressure from the seven ac-
tive water main breaks, as
well as a dangerously high
water level in the Faunbar
water tower, which he said
was quickly nearing over-
flow conditions.

The PRVs were manually
throttled to lower the sys-
tem pressure and slow the
rising tank level, and Calla
said he communicated with
MWRA to request a system
back-feed, as he said it was

See STORM RESPONSE Page 3
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Winthrop Chamber of Commerce to host 34" Annual
Business & Community Awards on April 9

Special to the Transcript

The Winthrop Cham-
ber of Commerce will host
its 34th Annual Business
& Community Awards on
Wednesday, April 9, cel-
ebrating the individuals,
businesses, and organiza-
tions that make Winthrop a
vibrant place to live, work,
and do business.

“The Business & Com-
munity Awards are an op-
portunity for our community
to come together and recog-
nize the people and organi-
zations that go above and
beyond for Winthrop,” said
Diana Aliberti, executive
director for the Winthrop
Chamber of Commerce.
“These honorees represent
the spirit, resilience, and
generosity that make our
town special.” The awards
night has been an annual
tradition since 1992.

Award categories typi-

cally include honors for lo-
cal businesses, community
leaders, students, academia,
and individuals whose vol-
unteerism and commitment
have had a meaningful im-
pact on the town.

The event will feature
a reception at the Cottage
Park Yacht Club, heavy
appetizers, a cash bar, and
dessert.

Community  members,
business leaders, and sup-
porters are invited to attend
and celebrate the accom-
plishments of those who
help drive Winthrop for-
ward.

Additional event details,
including award recipients
and ticket information,
can be found online on the
chamber of commerce web-
site or social media plat-
forms. Tickets are available
for purchase online. Please
scan the QR code to visit
ticket purchase page.

2026 Business & Com-
munity Award Recipients

¢ Business of the Year:
Winthrop Arms, Casey Goll

¢ Chamber Member of
the Year: Nicole Bettano of
Lantern Residential

¢ Coach of the Year: Phil
Ronan

¢ Patriot of the Year: Al
Bell

* Philanthropist of the
Year: Al Petrilli, for Marie
C. Petrilli Cancer Fund

e Civic Impact Award:
Karla Murphy

* Past Distinguished Ser-
vice: Chucky Flannigan

Yirrell Beach // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Marino said the goal is to
complete about 200 feet of
the dune before the deadline
hits for the piping plovers.

“The big thing is to get
the plantings in ... the plant-
ings will help deter storms,”
said Marino.

The town manager said
he will keep Precinct 3
Councilor Joseph Romano
updated about the progress,
since it is in his precinct,
as well as other key people
along the shoreline.

“One of the big concerns
they have is the stairways,”
said Marino. “This first 200
feet is only going to impact
one stairway, which we are
going to leave in place for

now, and then we will dis-
cuss the five or six entry
points that we will have and
where we want those; what
the neighbors will decide is
best.”

Marino said the project is
starting at the furthest point
back of the beach.

“We have to be off by
April 1 for the plovers, and
then we will be back after
Labor Day and maybe do a
little bit in September and
do a little more planting,
and then hit it again next
year,” said Marino.

The town is under a five
year plan with the state to
get the work done.

“This was supposed to

start in February, but ob-
viously with the weather it
hasn’t,” said Council Pres-
ident Jim Letterie. “Poten-
tially, the good thing about
this is if we see, instead of
doing 1,300 feet and we see
it all wash away, if we do
200 feet ... and do the plant-
ings, the plantings have time
to take root and hold.”

Letterie  asked  what
would happen if the plant-
ings and dune did wash
away after several hundred
feet were completed. Mari-
no said the town would then
go back to the environmen-
tal protection agency with
an alternate plan.

¢ Visual Award: Be the
Light Yoga, Kathleen Cof-
fey

e Town Service: Denise
Quist

e Chamber Champion:
Mike Cabral, WCAT

e Excellence in the Arts:
Jessica Gordon School of
Performing Arts

e Lifetime Achievement:
Richard Honan

e Students of the Year:
Nathan Previte and Safiatou
Barry

e Teacher of the Year:
Alex Brown

The Winthrop Chamber
of Commerce is dedicated to
supporting local businesses

and non-profits, fostering
economic development,
and strengthening connec-
tions across the Winthrop
community. The Chamber
functions as a contemporary
marketing arm to members,
enhancing promotion and
magnifying small business
and nonprofit endeavors.
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License your animals now!

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Did you receive your dog
license renewal package in
the mail? If not, it’s time
to pick up an application
or download one from your
local Animal Control De-
partment. Under Massachu-
setts state law, all dogs must
be licensed by April 1st of
each year. You may also
be required to license and
provide proof of rabies vac-
cinations for cats in some
places.

Gather What You Need

You’ll need a valid rabies
certificate. Proof of spaying
or neutering may lower the
cost of an annual license
from your city or town.
There are potential fines for
non-compliance.

Some veterinarians in-
clude confirmation that the
animal is spayed or neu-
tered on their rabies certifi-
cates. You can also ask your
current veterinarian to issue
a confirmation that your dog
is not intact if you have lost
your original paperwork.

If you or someone you
know is age 70 or is li-
censing a service dog, you
should check whether your
city or town has adopted a
provision of state law. Chap-
ter 140 Section 139 of the
Massachusetts laws says,
“No fee shall be charged for
a license issued under this
section for a service animal
as defined by the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act
or regulations promulgated
thereunder. No fee shall be

See CITY PAWS Page 4

News Briefs // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

raised helps provide year-
round sports training, com-
petition, and a sense of be-
longing for individuals with
intellectual disabilities.

Registration: Participants
can sign up as individu-
als or teams at fundraise.
specialolympicsma.org/
events/979.

To participate, Plungers
are encouraged to raise a

minimum of $100. Those
who reach this goal will re-
ceive a limited-edition 2026
Polar Plunge long-sleeve
shirt or crewneck sweat-
shirt.

Current top fundraising
teams include GE Aero-
space - Lynn and South
High & Friends, but there
is still plenty of time for
new teams to join the lea-

GERRY D’ AMBROSIO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

IS YOUR ESTATE IN ORDER?
DO YOU HAVE AN UPDATED WILL, HEALTH CARE
PROXY, OR POWER OF ATTORNEY?

IF NOT, PLEASE CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION
14 PROCTOR AVENUE, REVERE

781-284-5657

WPS Kindergarten
Screening 2026-27

Please complete this form by Friday, April 24,

2026 to sign up your child for

a screening appointment for

Kindergarten in the Winthrop

Public Schools. All children ]
must be residents of Winthrop, Ty Jg.a==

MA and be 5 years old before &

September 1, 2026 in order to

be eligible.

After completing the form, you will also need to
complete the online pre-registration using the

Eig;

igEl code at left. You will be contacted by the
%z school to schedule an appointment for

Please contact the William P. Gorman Fort Banks
Elementary School at 617-846-5509 with any questions.

derboard. Whether you are
plunging with a corporate
team, a school group, or as
an individual, your bravery
helps build a more inclusive
world on and off the playing
field.

For those taking public
transportation, the event is
conveniently located near
the Revere Beach MBTA
stop on the Blue Line. Park-
ing is also available along
Ocean Avenue.

Special Olympics Mas-
sachusetts provides year-
round sports training and
athletic competition in a va-
riety of Olympic-type sports
for children and adults with
intellectual disabilities.
These opportunities allow
athletes to develop physical
fitness, demonstrate cour-
age, and experience the joy
of sharing gifts, skills, and
friendship with their fami-
lies and the community.

OPENING DAY

AT FENWAY:
LANSDOWNE
STREET BARS KICK
OFF THE SEASON
WITH LIVE MUSIC,
RED SOX TICKET

EASTER EGG HUNT

Opening Day at Fenway
Park returns on Friday,
April 3, and Lansdowne
Street’s most iconic ven-
ues are celebrating with a
full day of live music, DJs,
and pre- and post-game
parties. Loretta’s Last Call,
Lansdowne Pub, Bill’s Bar,
Bleacher Bar, and Game
On! will open early to wel-
come fans heading to Fen-
way Park for the first home
game of the season and one
of Boston’s most anticipat-

ed spring traditions.

To add to the excitement
leading into Easter Week-
end, the Lansdowne Street
venues are launching a
citywide Fenway Opening
Weekend Easter Egg Hunt.
On Friday, April 3, Easter
eggs will be hidden around
Boston containing pairs
of Red Sox tickets for the
Sunday or Monday home
games. Each egg will in-
clude instructions on how
winners can claim their
tickets via the MLB Ball-
park App. Clues will be
posted through the venues’
Instagram accounts with
minimal hints about the egg
locations. Fans are encour-
aged to follow along for
clues: @gameonfenway | @
lorettaslastcall | @bleacher-
bar | @lansdownepub

All Lansdowne Street
venues will open at
10:00am on Opening Day,
four hours before first pitch,
continuing their tradition of
opening early for every Red
Sox home game to give fans
a place to celebrate before
and after the game.

SPARKY THE FIRE
DOG IS TURNING

75!

Sparky the Fire Dog®,
the official mascot of the
National Fire Protection
Association® (NFPA®), is
turning 75! This milestone
birthday reflects a legacy
that spans the generations.
Since his official launch on
March 18, 1951, Sparky
has helped fire profession-
als, teachers, safety advo-
cates, civic organizations,
businesses, and the media,
among others, share edu-
cational fire and life safety

information with the public,
delivering invaluable im-
pact.

“Sparky is an em-
blem of fire safe-
ty for kids
and adults
alike, and
his mes-
sages are
just as
relevant
today as
they were
nearly 75
years  ago,’
said Lorraine
Carli, vice president
of Outreach and Advoca-
cy at NFPA. “His dogged
determination to highlight
the importance of home
fire safety over the decades
has ultimately helped re-
duce fire loss and injuries in
North America.”

Among his many
achievements, Sparky has
touted long-lasting fire
safety messages in support
of Fire Prevention Week-
™ — NFPA’s largest annual
public awareness campaign
— such as “Stop, drop and
roll”; “Get out, stay out”;
“Dial 9-1-17; and “Know
two ways out”. He has also
served as the brand for
countless NFPA education-
al programs, resources, and
initiatives, including NF-
PA’s Learn Not to Burn®
curricula, children’s books,
online activities, videos,
apps, safety tip sheets, and
brochures, to name just a
few, promoting basic but
critical fire safety informa-
tion with a mix of spirit, au-
thority, and compassion.

Inrecognition of Sparky’s
big day, NFPA is reminding
the public that while we’ve
continued to make signif-

icant progress in reducing
the home fire problem, real
risks remain. A U.S. fire de-

partment responded to a
fire every 23 sec-
onds, on aver-
age,in 2024.
A home

structure
fire was
reported

every 96

seconds,
while a
home fire
death occurred
every three hours,
and a home fire injury
occurred every 59 minutes.
In addition, the majority
of U.S. fire deaths (70 per-
cent) continues to occur in
homes.

“The number of U.S.
home fires has declined
significantly over the past
decades, which reflects sig-
nificant progress, but the
home fire death rate has not
seen the same declines in
recent years. In fact, you’re
more likely to die in a home
fire today than in 1980,”
said Carli. “These sobering
statistics reinforce that our
work is far from done.”

Visit Sparky’s website
at sparky.org/ for a wealth
of age-appropriate games,
videos, apps, and other ac-
tivities that make learning
about fire safety easy and
fun, along with fun resourc-
es and activities that can
be used to celebrate his big
day. In addition, Sparky
School House offers fire
safety lesson plans, resourc-
es, and activities for teach-
ers, parents, caregivers and
students, many of which
can be easily downloaded
and shared.
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apparent that the PRV sta-
tion control was compro-
mised and that a full closure
is necessary to prevent ad-
ditional pressure spikes and
tank overflow.

While the MWRA co-
ordinated a valve team to
initiate the back-feed, DPW
management returned to the
field to continue isolating
the seven breaks and to start
clearing snow and ice from
the valve chamber at Tafts
Ave. that MWRA needed to
access in order to provide a
system back-feed from Deer
Island.

“It’s an unprotected area,
the snow rates, the wind,
we were soaking wet, it
was like having two-by-
fours strapped to your legs
with duct tape, you couldn’t
even bend,” said Calla. “We
fought through it, we got
the valves uncovered and
prepped for MWRA and
were still waiting on an
ETA for the valve team to
arrive.”

The town PRV was shut-
down at 8:20 a.m., killing all
water pressure throughout
town, while the main break
isolation efforts were tem-
porarily interrupted while
DPW assisted MWRA with
the initiation of the back-
feed.

The MWRA supply from
Deer Island started at 9:15
a.m., restoring controlled
water pressure throughout
town. This new supply re-
fed the active breaks which
Calla said they were still
working to isolate. He said
the isolation effort was in-
credibly challenging and
dangerous due to the weath-
er conditions and physical
hazards of downed power
lines, falling trees, ice, and
sink holes.

The final main break was
isolated at noon, according
to Calla. The DPW then co-
ordinated an MWRA pump
team to pump the flooded
roadway at Girdlestone with
an initial ETA of 1:30 p.m.
The fire department began
basement pump-outs in the
area of Girdlestone around
12:30 p.m.

While this was happen-
ing, Calla said he was able
to return his office manag-
er and water tech to their
plow routes, which he said
had somewhat fallen behind
because of the work on the
water main breaks.

“We did have coverage
on these routes during their
absence,” said Calla. “I had
to get back on my route, I
also work a loop during the
storm. While I am work-
ing my route, I am making
phone calls to contractors
and supply houses — this is
still in the middle of a storm
and there are still weather
conditions that are terrible
— so trying to get people to
commit to responding is a
little difficult, but we did get
a couple of contractors to
agree to dig out their equip-
ment and come down.”

Calla said the department
does have parts on hand, but
not enough to repair seven
different size mains at the
same time. He added that
he was able to send a person
whose truck was stuck in a
sinkhole on Marshall Street
to pick up the supplies.

The snowfall finally began
to taper off around 6 p.m.,
allowing crews to start wid-
ening the roadways that were
being maintained throughout
the storm. The snowplow
and salting operation didn’t
end until 1:30 a.m. on Tues-
day morning, meaning it was
a storm duration of 29 hours
for the DPW personnel, ac-
cording to Calla.

The MWRA arrived
shortly after 3 p.m. due
to the weather conditions
and Girdlestone was fully
pumped down by 4 p.m.,
Calla stated. He added
that five of the seven main
breaks were able to be iso-
lated in a manner that didn’t
interrupt water service, al-
though residents on Mar-
shall Street and Beal Street
were affected.

“There was a lot going on
with this storm, but we had
all water restored to all af-
fected people by 9:30 p.m.,”
said Calla. “That’s a pretty
big feat for our department,
and obviously with the help
of contractors and MWRA.
National Grid, an organiza-
tion with almost endless re-
sources, didn’t restore pow-
er to the town to everybody
until over a day later.”

Calla and Marino high-
lighted some of the next
steps the town needs to take
in the wake of the storm.

“There were several is-
sues that contributed to the
events,” said Calla. “The
manual presets on the PRVs
were improperly set to a
range that was above the
operating parameters of the
system. What this means is
that when the power was
lost at the PRV and they
system changed to from
PLC (programmable logic
controller) control to man-
ual operation, the system
pressure was not controlled
in the proper range.”

Calla said that was an
oversight by the engineer
and their vendors.

“The town paid for con-
struction administration on
this project and we had a
team of specialists; we even
had MWRA’s eyes on it,”
said Calla. “Why the man-
ual PRV set points did not
correspond to the operating
parameters of the PLC is
clearly an oversight.”

The town has notified
both the engineer and the
contractors of the issue and
the town will be pursuing
their insurance, said Calla.

The second major issue,
which didn’t protect the
town against the pressure
spike, was the failure of the
pressure release valve to
open, Calla said. He said the
town is looking at the valve
manufacturer, and noted
that the valve was tested
during commissioning of
the station.

“We are trying to under-
stand why it didn’t open at
the proper pressure, even
though it was told to us that
it was properly set,” said
Calla.

Calla said that anyone
looking to make an insur-
ance claim due to the water
main breaks has the proper
information for the town’s
insurance carrier. He added
that the town will also make
sure that its insurance carri-
er will file a claim against
the PRV vendor and the en-
gineering group.

Marino said there have
been concerns from resi-
dents about where the town
is with plans for the storm-
water system in the area
affected by the water main
breaks.

“The council has allocat-
ed in the past all the neces-
sary funds we need to do
the rest of the engineering
work and design work for
Tilestone, Girdlestone, and
Pico stormwater systems,”
said Marino. “We still need
the additional funding to do
the seawall extension and
permitting over at the Pico
area, and that costs approx-
imately $204,000 and we
still need to find a funding
source for that. The Tile-
stone, Girdlestone, and Pico
stormwater systems are just
about done, what we are
waiting for now ... is to fi-
nalize the easement plan
for the Pleasant Park Yacht
Club because we have to
cross over there with a
pipe.”

Once that easement is
finalized, the town will be
ready to have documents to
put out to bid.

“At that point, we’ll
need to identify a funding
source,” said Marino, with a
total cost that could be be-
tween $4-$6 million.

“This project is designed
and ready to go, we have to
figure out how to pay for it

so we can get the upgrades
done,” said Marino.

Even with a proper sys-
tem in place, given the
amount of water and snow
from the storm, it still may
have resulted in some flood-
ed basements and home
damage, Marino said.

“Regardless, this work
needs to be done, we have
been working on it since |
got here back in 2022 when
it was brought to our at-
tention,” said Marino. “We
have been working on it and
we want to make sure we
finish the project.”

Marino said work will
continue on looking for
funding sources to replace
the most vulnerable water
mains in the town.

“Obviously, we regret
the flooding on Tilestone,
Girdleston and the damage
that caused stress for the
families there — flooding
basements and the loss of
heating systems,” said Ma-
rino. “But rest assured, we
did everything we could to
minimize those impacts and
that was our goal through-
out the entire storm once
we learned the problems we
were having.”

Girdlestone Road resi-
dent Chris Yarrow said the
issues in his neighborhood
have gone on for decades,
not years.

Yarrow said that two
years ago, a home health
aide said she couldn’t get to
Yarrow’s mother for a visit
because of the flooding is-
sues.

“When you get a call
from a home health aide
saying | cannot visit your
mother today, I cannot get
down the street — a wom-
an dying of cancer in her
home ... does anyone here
find that acceptable in any
way?” Yarrow asked. “I
just remodeled that house
two years ago, put a ton of
money into it because I love
the town, my daughter’s
going to live there, wonder-
ful — wiped out, wiped out.
And this could have been
fixed years ago but we are
dilly-dallying with money;
and I know it takes time, but
how much time?”

Precinct 2 resident Marci
Hamilton said her home and
property were damaged due
to the most recent drainage
issues caused by the wa-
ter main break on Marshall
Street.

“For three-plus years
now, I have worked tire-
lessly with this government
to ensure that this flooding
would not happen again,”
Hamilton said. “It took
years to investigate and
relay the issue to you, let
alone to identify the solu-
tion and further develop
a workaround to stabilize
the problem in the absence
of funding of a pump to be
put on Girdleston Road that
served the purpose.”

Hamilton said the pump
on Girdleston Road was not
activated on that Sunday
night into Monday morning
of the blizzard.

“Water came running to-
ward me and I was on the
phone with people that I
know saying activate the
plan, activate the plan,” said
Hamilton. “It was too late,
we were in chaos, we were
wringing our hands, a few
men were doing the work
of maybe 12 to 20 men,
and that’s unacceptable. My
basement, shed, garage, and
all my property were again
all destroyed.

“This was preventable by
the town, and after all my
efforts, I feel betrayed by
this neglect and lack of pro-
activity,” Hamilton contin-
ued. “This is not new news,
this is a drainage issue that
you have known about, that
I have known about since
2017 when the DPW went
down into the hole and saw
the duct flap and the cracked

pipe.”

Council selects Martin Finn
for vacant Precinct 6 seat

By Adam Swift

Martin Finn will serve
as the new Precinct 6 Town
Councilor, filling the vacan-
cy left by former precinct
councilor John DaRos.

Finn was selected to fill
the vacancy at last week’s
meeting, garnering five
votes to fellow nominee Mi-
chael Gillespie.

During the March 10
council meeting, there
was some discussion as to
whether the vote for the
Precinct 6 Councilor would
take place at that meeting or
be taken up as new business
at the March 24 meeting.

Council President Jim
Letterie said there were four
candidates who had initial-
ly expressed interest in the
precinct seat, and that there
were one or two candidates
he believed may have want-
ed to withdraw from consid-
eration. He said he wanted
the opportunity to hear from
those candidates and have
the vote under new business
on March 24.

However, Precinct 3
Councilor Joseph Roma-
no successfully challenged

Letterie’s motion to hold the
vote on March 24, request-
ing that the vote take place
at the March 10 meeting.

Councilor-at-Large Max
Tassinari amended Roma-
no’s motion requesting that
the two candidates present
at the March 10 meeting,
Finn and Gillespie, be able
to address the council be-
fore the nomination process
and vote.

Five councilors voted for
Finn — Tassinari, Romano,
Pat Costigan, Paul Reardon,
and Suzanne Swope. Let-
terie, Kurt Millar, and Kim
Dimes voted for Gillespie.

Finn noted that his family
has deep roots in Winthrop.

“When I look at the de-
cisions this council makes,
I don’t just see policy, I see
the future of the town and
the future that my son and
his peers will inherit,” said
Finn. “I want to make sure
the Winthrop we leave them
is even stronger and more
resilient than the one we
have today.”

For the past six years,
Finn said he has been a
youth soccer and little

league coach in the town.

“In those six years, I’ve
had thousands of conver-
sations with parents and
neighbors,” said Finn. “T’ve
heard their concerns first-
hand and I understand the
pulse of this town because
I am in the thick of it with
them every single week.”

One of the major issues
Finn said he wants to see
addressed is the flooding,
such as the floods caused by
the recent storms and water
main breaks this winter.

“It has devastated so
many of our friends, neigh-
bors, and loved ones,” said
Finn. “We have seen the
damage to homes and the
toll it takes on our residents’
peace of mind and financ-
es, especially following the
storms we just faced last
month. As a coastal com-
munity, we cannot afford to
wait; we need to be proac-
tive about our infrastructure
and coastal resiliency to
protect our people.”

Letterie said Finn will be
officially sworn in prior to
the March 24 council meet-
ing.

Real Estate Transfers

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Rusch, Katherine Corcoran, Thomas W 142 Pleasant St $580,000
Gatta T Buonopane, David 65 Court Rd $900,000
Baiju, Sumitra Thaine, Javier 9 Atlantic St #2 $362,500
Lyons, Jessica Bono, Charles ) 993 Shirley St $815,000
Thornton, Patricia M Weins, Brigitte G Belle Mer #C $480,000
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OUR Opinions

MASS. SHOULD END
SNAP FOR JUNK FOOD

First and foremost, we wish to express our abhorrence
that federal SNAP benefits (formerly known as the Food
Stamp program) have been eliminated for more than two
million Americans thanks to the budget that Congress en-
acted last year.

America is the richest nation in the history of the earth,
yet millions of our fellow citizens suffer from food inse-
curity on a daily basis, a state of affairs that is nothing less
than shameful.

However, we think one aspect of the SNAP program ev-
eryone can agree upon is that SNAP benefits should not be
used for the purchase of junk food items.

For decades, the junk food industry successfully lobbied
federal officials to allow SNAP recipients to use their ben-
efits to buy items such as soft drinks, candy, and other sug-
ar-filled, ultra-processed foods, which are “food” only to
the extent that they can be consumed.

Not only do these junk foods lack any nutritional value,
but they also are incredibly harmful to human health.

It is estimated that 40 percent of all Americans meet the
definition of obesity and another 30 percent are overweight.
Thanks to our appetite for sugar-filled junk food products,
diabetes has reached epidemic proportions throughout our
society.

Even worse, these products are highly-addictive. The
food industry’s scientists have designed their formulas both
to stimulate the pleasure receptors in the brain and to send
signals from the stomach to the brain indicating a lack of
satiety.

In other words, almost no matter how much junk food
you eat, your stomach never tells your brain that it is “full.”

We ourselves know the addictive nature of these prod-
ucts. Our mother’s grocery list always included packaged
cupcakes and similar products in boxes of 12 -- and we
(four boys) would attack them like locusts.

As young adults ourselves, our shopping list at the
wholesale clubs for our young families included bulk car-
tons of candy bars. (They were “for the kids,” wink, wink).

When we lost power during Hurricane Irene in 2011, we
had to throw out a bunch of food from our downstairs freez-
er -- which included (no exaggeration) 43 pints of premium
ice cream.

In short, we ourselves were lifelong junk-food junkies.
And the cumulative result of our decades of a poor diet? A
triple by-pass because of clogged arteries. Even though we
ran marathons and triathlons for our entire lives, we learned
first-hand that you can’t outrun an unhealthy diet.

It is ironic that the “N” in SNAP stands for “Nutrition”
(the full acronym is the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program) when almost 25 percent of SNAP benefits report-
edly are used to purchase sugary drinks, candy, and snack
products. Soda is the top item bought with SNAP benefits.

Studies have shown that reducing consumption of junk
food for just three weeks can reset both our palates and our
mind-body connection to make healthier foods more ap-
pealing.

For too long the federal government has been subsidiz-
ing the purchase of foods that are a major contributor to
chronic diseases.

We urge Massachusetts officials to take immediate ad-
vantage of a new regulation by the federal government that
allows states to eliminate the use of SNAP benefits -- of
which about 40% are used for children -- for the purchase
of junk food products.

These addictive and unhealthy foods have no place in the
diets of any American, especially our children.
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The Revere Journal welcomes letters to the editor.

Letters should be e-mailed to

editor@winthroptranscript.com

Letters must be signed.
Anonymous letters will not be accepted

The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to edit letters
for space and clarity. We regret that we cannot publish unsigned
letters. Please include your street and telephone number with your
submission. The Independent Newspaper Group publishes columns,
viewpoints and letters to the editor as a forum for readers to express
their opinions and to encourage debate. Please note that the opinions
expressed are not necessarily those of The Independent Newspaper
Group. Text or attachments emailed to
editor@winthroptranscript.com are preferred.

Forum

LETTERS to the Editor

THANK YOU!

Dear Editor,

I would like to take this
opportunity, long overdue,
to publicly thank the mem-
bers and officers of Win-
throp lodge of Elks #1078
for their continued support.
A special shout out to the
Daly sisters for spearhead-

ing the efforts.
Whether it’s the veteran
BBQ/Horseshoe tourna-

ment, fishing charters, to the
incredible Christmas party
which not only are Win-
throp vets in attendance.

The lodge invites veter-
ans from the Chelsea Sol-
diers Home and New En-
gland Shelter for veterans,
some of our most vulnera-
ble folks spreading cheer at
a very challenging time for
many.

In addition, they purchase
gift cards for needy veterans
and Welcome Home baskets
for our returning troops. The
lodge holds annual events
such as Flag Day, Purple
Heart Day, and POW/MIA
Day. They welcome all vet-
erans back to the Elks after
the Town holds Memorial
and Veterans Day ceremo-
nies for refreshments. As
we say in the 2nd Infantry

ﬁ

10 years ago

March 19, 2016

Since the word got out
last week about a skimming
device attached to an ATM
machine at Cumberland
Farms, many victims have
come forward. Winthrop
Police are now also working
with Revere Police since
another skimming device
was also found on the gas
pump at the Sunoco station
on Revere Beach Parkway.
In Winthrop, at least 16 vic-
tims have come to police,
many noting that withdraw-
als of cash were made from
their accounts by persons
in New York. So far, about
$60,000 total has been taken
from victims in Winthrop.

Last Thursday, after a
joint meeting and public
hearing of the Planning
Board, and the Winthrop
Town Council, the new
FEMA flood maps for the
town were approved unan-
imously. Al Legee, head of
inspectional services, said
the town had no choice
but to approve the maps. If
they had not, homeowners
would not have been able to
get flood insurance through
FEMA.

At arecent meeting of the
Winthrop School Commit-

they are Second To None!
On behalf of all veterans,
we commend you on your
benevolence, charitable ef-
forts, and kindness to all
who served our great nation.

God Bless,

Phil Ronan
Veterans Service Officer
Town of Winthrop

FACING THE

END OF LIFE

Dear Editor,

I wrote a letter to the Win-
throp Transcript last year
urging support for moving
the Medical Aid in Dying
bill forward in the Massa-
chusetts Legislature. Since
then, New York’s Governor
Hochul signed such legisla-
tion into law, with full im-
plementation slated for later
in 2026. It will be one of
13 states plus the District of
Columbia legally permitting
medical aid in dying. There
are 12 additional states in-
cluding Massachusetts that
are currently considering
such legislation.

To clarify what medical
aid in dying is, sometimes
it’s best to distinguish it
from assisted suicide, which
is legal in Canada and in a
number of other countries.

In Canada, people seeking
assisted suicide do not need
to present with an immedi-
ately foreseeable death and
will be able to access the op-
tion beginning in 2027 even
if mental illness is their only
medical condition. Medical
Aid in Dying in this coun-
try by contrast gives a men-
tally capable, terminally ill
adult the option to request
and self-ingest prescription
medication to peacefully
end their suffering if it be-
comes unbeaerable. Among
other safeguards are the re-
quirement that two health-
care providers certify that
a patient has a prognosis of
six months or fewer to live
and that s/he is found to be
mentally sound by a men-
tal health specialist. It also
makes it a crime to coerce
a terminally ill person into
using medical aid in dying.
Lest someone think that
there is a slippery slope lead-
ing from medical-aid-in-dy-
ing as practiced in the Unit-
ed State to assisted suicide
as practiced in Canada, lit-
tle has changed in almost
thirty years since the law
first went into effect in Or-
egon in 1997. In fact, few-
er than 9,000 individuals in

the U.S. have used medical
aid in dying through 2022,
and 30-40% of those who
opt for medical aid in dying
never actually end up using
it to end their lives. The
discussion of medical aid in
dying has been incorporated
into many hospice and pal-
liative care programs, and
its presence is said to have
promoted pain management
and end-of-life care more
broadly.

I’ve observed previous-
ly that many people out of
personal religious or philo-
sophical conviction would
not choose such a path as
they approach their final
days. I’'m fully respectful of
their right to hold such be-
liefs. All I'm asking is that I
and others like me be given
a similar right to live out our
final stage of life according
to our own personal beliefs.

If you agree that medi-
cal aid in dying should be
an option in Massachu-
setts, please contact Sena-
tor Lydia Edwards at Lydia.
edwards@masenate,gov
or 617-722-1634 and urge
her to support Senate bill
S.1486.

Bill Demo
Winthrop

THE MORE Things Change ...

Items selected from past issues of the Winthrop Sun, The Winthrop Review, The Winthrop Visitor, The Transcript

tee, the community came
out to support the Winthrop
School district's education
support personnel (ESP)
during a public hearing on
the proposed FY17 school
budget. School Supt. John
Macero said he will do
whatever he can in order
to keep the positions in the
budget.

Batman vs. Superman:
Dawn of Justice and Dead-
pool are playing at the Re-
vere Showcase Cinemas.

20) years ago

March 23, 2006

The Town Council has
named former Lexington
Town Manager Richard
White as the first Town
Manager in Winthrop histo-
ry under the new town char-
ter that went into effect this
year.

The town’s Fire Dept. has
received the new, $800,000
ladder truck that was pur-
chased with funds from the
MWRA mitigation agree-
ment.

Mass. Turnpike Author-
ity Chairman Matt Amo-
rello delivered a check for
$55,000 to the town this
week that will be used to
pay for a Harbor Walk from
the public landing to the

and The Sun-Transcript

Lewis Lake area.

The Shaggy Dog and V
for Vendetta are playing at
the Revere Showcase Cin-
emas.

30 years ago

March 28, 1996

Monday’s town election
will be highlighted by the
selectman’s contest to suc-
ceed long-time selectman
Robert E. Noonan, who
is not seeking re-election.
The three candidates are
School Committee member
Gerald Ogus, former select-
man Henry O’Connell, and
political newcomer Thom-
as Donovan. In the School
Committee contest, incum-
bents Nancy O’Malley and
Steve Machcinski are facing
challenges from Rick Rob-
ert and Frank Daloia.

The claims by selectman
candidate Thomas Dono-
van that he is a graduate of
Holy Cross and that he rose
from the rank of Seaman to
a Commander during his
seven years of service in
the U.S. Navy have been
called into question follow-
ing an investigation by the
Sun-Transcript. Naval of-
ficials say they have no re-
cord of an officer matching
Donovan’s Social Security

number and Holy Cross of-
ficials say they have no re-
cord of his attendance.

The School Commit-
tee has issued pink slips to
teachers who may be laid
off if funds are not avail-
able to rehire them. The
teachers held a demonstra-
tion at the Belle Isle Bridge
to protest the failure of the
School Committee to reach
an agreement for a new
contract. The teachers have
been without a contract for
two years.

Fargo, Diabolique, and
Happy Gilmore are play-
ing at the Revere Showcase
Cinemas.

40 years ago

April 2, 1986

Monarch Industries, the
high bidder for the Chase
School, said it will take the
town to court after the se-
lectmen awarded the bid to
the Crowninshield Corp.,
which won the bid despite
offering a price that was
$90,000 less than Mon-
arch’s. However, Town
Meeting ultimately  will
have the final say on the sale
of the former school.

The annual town election

See YEARS Page 5

City Paws // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

charged for a license for a
dog owned by a person aged
70 years or over in a city or
town that accepts this provi-
sion.”

Why License
Your Animal?

Aside from the fact that
it is required by law, we see
licensing dogs as a form of
dog advocacy. Adding to
the list of homes with ani-
mals supports organizations
fighting for services for
those who share their lives
with dogs and cats.

It’s easy for politicians
to ignore the wishes of
people when setting funds
for recreational space and
services, when the official

number of dogs is vastly de-
creased by those who don’t
get a license. In addition,
dog walkers, kennels, dog
parks, and some residential
buildings require licensing.

Should you ever face an
animal control officer or a
lawsuit, the fact that your
animal is not licensed will
work against you. A cur-
rent license on a dog’s col-
lar also serves as proof that
they have been vaccinat-
ed. It will allow those who
might have to assist in car-
ing for him in an emergen-
cy to interact with your pet
securely.

In addition to a dog emer-
gency, your pets might need
assistance if something hap-

pens to you. First respond-
ers often have to call animal
control when caring for a
person. If that happens, you
will want your dog licensed.

Should you have any in-
cident involving a person or
another dog, the license will
provide immediate proof
that your dog is vaccinated
and legal. That can some-
times be enough to keep
stress levels from escalat-
ing.

Save Money at Rabies
Clinics Statewide
The state provides a list
of low-cost rabies clinics
at this web address. https://
massnrc.org/rabies/editors/
clinics.aspx

Those in the Greater Bos-
ton area should note that the
Boston clinics listed there
are available to residents
of other cities and towns at
a slightly higher price. At
many of these clinics, you
can also obtain a dog or cat
license. We have attended
these events in the past to
ensure we can recommend
them. We found the staff
and other animal guardians
warm and friendly, and
while we did wait in line,
we walked away with the
job completed.

Do you have a question
or topic for City Paws?
Email Penny@ BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.
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VFW POST 6712 AND THE CITY OF REVERE WISH STAFF SERGENT FAITH HERNANDEZ A SAFE RETURN
FROM HER DEPLOYMEN

Faith Hernandez is a
mother of three daughters,
Delilah, Deanna, and Dako-
ta. She is married to Daniel
Hernandez and they reside
in Revere.

Faith is a U.S. Army Re-
serve Staff Sergeant and
is being deployed to the
Middle East, with orders to
serve 400 days. SSG Her-
nandez is attached to the
209th Support Regiment in
the U.S. Army. Faith met
her husband Danny, while
both were serving in Iraq in
the same unit back in 2004,

and have been married for
21 years. Danny is a retired
U.S. Army Sergeant, chap-
lin of the Beachmont VFW
Post 6712, and currently
serving as the City of Re-
vere’s Veterans Service Of-
ficer. Faith is also a Trustee
at Post 6712 as well.

Last week her brothers
and sisters-in-arms, and
friends gathered at the post
on Bennington Street for
a luncheon, giving them a
chance to wish her well, and
to stay safe.

Shown to the right, Commander of VFW Post 6712 Ken Hol-
gersen and members Bob DeAmelio, JVC Ed Kantorski, Andrea
Gay, Anna Siracusa, Bill Dickson, Camille Rossi Racca, Deborah
Shaheen, Dena Mazac, and chaplin/VSO Dan Hernandez all
turned out to wish all the best to SSG Faith Hernandez on her

deployment.

e -

A

Commander of VFW Post 6712 and U.S. Navy Veteran Kenny
Holgersen has a moment with SSG. Faith Hernandez, a 15-year
U.S. Army Reserve Soldier and Trustee of Post 6712 being de-
ployed for 400 days to the Middle East. Commander Holgersen
stated, you only have one objective, get home safely to your

family.

T TO THE
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SSG. Faith Hernandez is shown with VFW Commander Ken
Holgersen, and Sgt. (US Army retired) Danny Hernandez, her
husband of 21 years, Chaplin of Post 6712, and the City of
Revere’s Veterans Service Officer at a farewell luncheon at the
post last Friday afternoon.

MIDDLE EAST
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Joining in the good-bye, God’s Speed luncheon for SSG Faith
Hernandez are her friends, Andrea Gay and Gold Star Mother
Camille Rossi Racca.

Year S // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Monday will be highlighted
by the selectman’s contest
among incumbent Ron Vec-
chia, former selectman Wal-
ter Van Dalinda, and Rich-
ard DiMento.

The MWRA has an-
nounced that it will be using
sealed container trucks to
avoid the sort of accident
that occurred two weeks ago
at Magee’s Corner when
a truck carrying grit and
screenings from the MWRA
sewage treatment plant on
Deer Island spilled its load
into the busy street, causing
a nasty cleanup.

Police Academy 3, Care
Bears Movie II, and Gobots
are playing at the Revere
Showcase Cinemas.

50 years ago

March 31,1976

Six contests in Monday’s
town election will be high-
lighted by the selectman’s
race between incumbent
Dick Dimes and challenger
Arthur Cayon. School Com-
mittee incumbents Richard
Gill and Roland Fluet are
being challenged by Jea-
nette Pedoto and Charlie
“Maxie” D’ Amico.

Winterhawk is playing at
the Kincade Theatre.

60 years ago

March 31, 1966

James Bickford, 24, has
been charged in the mur-
der of his wife, Sylvia, who
was found by police officers
Richard Care and Charles
Davie shot in the head in
their home on Pt. Shirley
at 69A Undine Ave.. The
couple had been married
for just three weeks. Mrs.
Bickford, the mother of four
children from two previous
marriages, died on the oper-
ating table at Mass. General
Hospital. Bickford was or-
dered held on $50,000 cash
bail at his arraignment in
East Boston District Court
before Judge Thomas Key.

Town Meeting members
rejected all of the requests
for budget increases by the
town’s department heads,

including a request by the
Welfare Dept. to add three
new employees.

Kiwanis Club President
Andrew Benson is seeking
the names of all local ser-
vicemen serving in Vietnam
in order to honor them at
an upcoming Kiwanis Club
meeting.

Inside Daisy Clover is
playing at the Winthrop
Theatre.

70 years ago

March 29, 1956

In an unprecedented
move in the history of the
Limited Town Meeting,
Town Counsel Peter Princi
ruled that a motion by Advi-
sory Committee Chairman
Theodore Eldracher calling
for a committee to be ap-
pointed to study whether the
selectmen must appropriate
$12,000 for the town’s em-
ployee group insurance plan
was not legal and therefore
could not be considered by
the Town Meeting mem-
bers. Princi said that since
the town is obligated by
state law to appropriate the
funds needed to pay for the
insurance, there was no ba-
sis to study the matter.

State Senator Andrew P.
Quigley, the publisher of
the Transcript, has filed a
bill that will save Winthrop
$22,000 by having the state
pay for the full construction
of the new bridge at Belle
Isle.

St. John the Evangelist
parish will honor pastor
Monsignor Aloysius Finn
upon the occasion of the
40th anniversary of his or-
dination into the priesthood
Monday evening at the par-
ish hall.

Frank Sinatra stars in
Otto Preminger’s The Man
With the Golden Arm at the
Winthrop Theatre.

80 years ago

March 28, 1946

Debate on where to move
the town dump consumed
most of the Town Meeting
session Monday. Members

ended up appointing a com-
mittee to study the marsh/
Battery site and report back
to Town Meeting in 90 days.

A five year-old local boy
who became suddenly ill for
two days has died at Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Brighton.

Ingrid Bergman and Bing
Crosby star in The Bells of
St. Mary’s at the Winthrop
and State Theaters.

90 years ago

April 4,1936

A WPA project has put
more than 100 local men
to work on the project at
Lewis Lake, which is be-
ing dredged and then will
be turned from its present
unsightliness into one of the
most attractive areas in the
town.

A local girl, Loraine Mc-
Ewan, has made her first

S

In Loving Memory of
Joanne Capprini

\

N\

12" Anniversary

March 19, 2014 — March 19, 2026

“Your presence we miss, your memory we treasure,
Loving you always, forgetting you never.
No one can fill your empty place.”
We miss you everyday

7

In Loving Memory of

Edwin R. (Teddy) Wilkinson, Jr.

5th Anniversary
May 22, 1948 — March 22, 2021

Those we love don t go away,
They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard, but always near, sull
loved, stll missed and very dear.

Always and Forever Loved & Missed
Jeanie, Chris and Family

professional appearance
at the Peabody Playhouse.
Miss McEwan has appeared
for the past two summers
with theater companies in
Malden and New York.

John H. Egan is the new
Exalted Ruler of the local
Elks.

Broadway Melody of
1936, the MGM extrava-
ganza starring Jack Benny
and a host of stars, is play-

ing at the Winthrop and
State Theatres.

100 years ago

March 27 1926

Firefighters and police
officers found an elderly
woman dead in her rocking
chair at 45 Irwin St., ap-
parently from asphyxiation
from gas in her house. Of-

See YEARS Page 8

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our
price protection guarantee.
Arrangements made at our
facility or in the comfort of
your own home
4 generations of the Torf Tradition:
Deborah Torf Golden
Amy Torf Golden
Hyman |. Torf (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf (1867-1940)

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

To place a
memoriam in
the Winthrop

Transcript,

please call
781-485-0588

OBITUARIES
Al obituaries and death
notices will be at a cost of

5195.00 per paper.
[ncludes photo.No word Limit.

Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 7814850588
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Markey calls for FCC Chair Carr to resign following threats to revoke licenses over Iran war coverage

Special to the Transcript

Senator Edward J. Mar-
key (D-Mass.), member of
the Commerce, Science,
and Transportation Com-
mittee, today sent a letter
to Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) Chair-
man Brendan Carr, urging
him to resign over his latest
social media post threat-
ening to revoke broadcast-
ers’ licenses if they do not
cover the illegal war with
Iran with Donald Trump’s
preferred narrative. Sena-
tor Markey highlights this

post as an extraordinary
abuse of FCC authority and
a clear violation of the First
Amendment, as well as the
Trump administration’s lat-
est authoritarian attempt to
weaponize the FCC’s statu-
tory authority to censor the
media.

In the letter, Senator
Markey wrote, “Your post
on Saturday demonstrat-
ed your continued effort to
turn the FCC into Trump’s
personal speech police. ...
Your Saturday post is not
an aberration. It is the lat-
est and most dangerous step

in a sustained campaign to
use the FCC’s licensing au-
thority as a weapon against
broadcasters and journalists
whose coverage displeases
the Trump administration.

. The FCC’s credibility
depends on its willingness
to exercise its authority on
the merits, not at the direc-
tion of the President, and
not as an instrument of ret-
ribution against journalism.
You have once again shown
that you are unwilling to
maintain that independence
and uphold your sworn oath
to defend the U.S. Constitu-

tion, and I once again call
on you to resign.”

Senator Markey has ag-
gressively pushed back on
the Trump administration’s
efforts to attack news orga-
nizations and intimidate the
media. In November 2025,
Senator Markey  asked
unanimous consent to pass
a resolution condemning
President Trump’s sugges-
tion that criticism of him
is “illegal” and recognizing
Americans’  constitutional
right to criticize the presi-
dent. Republicans blocked
it. In September 2025, Sen-

ator Markey, Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.), Ranking
Member Maria Cantwell
(D-Wash.), and Senator Ben
Ray Lujan (D-N.M.) led
seven of their colleagues in
writing to Chairman Carr
urging the FCC to cease its
censorship of media orga-
nizations. Senator Markey
then went to the Senate floor
to ask unanimous consent to
pass a resolution condemn-
ing Chairman Carr for his
censorship of Jimmy Kim-
mel. Senator Markwayne
Mullin (R-Okla.) objected
without any explanation.

In March 2025, Senators
Markey and Lujan, along
with Senator Jacky Rosen
(D-Nev.) introduced the
Broadcast Freedom and In-
dependence Act, legislation
that would prohibit the FCC
from revoking broadcast
licenses or taking action
against broadcasters based
on the viewpoints they
broadcast.

Read the full text of Sen.
Ed Markey’s letter online
at: www.markey.senate.
gov/imo/media/doc/letter_
to_carr_on_iran_war_cen-
sorship.pdf
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Teachers rally outside the Winthrop Middle School.

Teachers // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

commitment and a reminder
of the many ways teachers
show up for students every
day.

“Events like this show
what our community al-
ready knows,” said Chris
Beckvold, a sixth grade
Early World History teacher
at Winthrop Middle School.
“We give so much time to
our students because we
care deeply about their suc-
cess. What we are asking
the School Committee and
the Town Council President
to do is simple. Respect the
will of the voters and use the
override money to invest in

our schools and the Win-
throp students we serve.”
Across the district and at
every level, educators reg-
ularly go far beyond their
contractual responsibilities
to make possible events
and opportunities that are
central to the student expe-
rience in Winthrop. High
school teachers write hun-
dreds of college recommen-
dation letters each year to
help students pursue their
futures. Teachers lead ed-
ucational trips during their
own vacation time to give
students opportunities to

learn beyond the classroom.

DEADLINE; T0)

Elementary school staff or-
ganize dances and commu-
nity events that bring fami-
lies together.

Educators say their com-
mitment to students and
the community is not being
matched by town leaders in
negotiations to ensure that
Winthrop’s schools remain
strong for years to come.
While Thursday’s  Full
Court Frenzy highlighted
the joy and dedication that
define Winthrop’s educa-
tors, many educators say
ongoing contract negotia-
tions have left them feeling

SUBMiily 1S MARCH) 274
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Winthrop teachers hold signs advocating for fair pay during the “Full Court
Frenzy” at Winthrop Middle School last week.

undervalued and taken for
granted.

“Educators feel deeply
disrespected by the current
offer on the table,” said Meg
Schultheis, a sixth grade
English-Language Arts

teacher at Winthrop Middle
School. “It is only going to
make recruiting and retain-
ing dedicated teachers more
difficult. We love working
in Winthrop, but it feels like
they’re trying to make us

leave.”

Despite those concerns,
the atmosphere inside Win-
throp Middle School on
Thursday night reflected
the same enthusiasm and
care that educators bring to
their classrooms each day.
For many in attendance, the
event served as a reminder
that the heart of Winthrop’s
schools remains the educa-
tors who continue to show
up for their students, on and

Marchis S

off the court.

“What we are asking here
is for the School Committee
to roll up their sleeves like
educators do every single
day and work with us and
get this done,” said Daniela
Foley, a Fifth Grade Teach-
er at the A.T. Cummings
School. “Our students and
schools need them to do the
right thing and settle a fair
contract.”

4 7
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PROSPECT HOUSE

Assisted Living & Memory Care

A HALLKEEN ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

cial Work Month!

Prospect House Assisted Living & Memory Care
recognizes and thanks our professional referral partners for
their dedication to the vital field of social work. Caring for the
senior population is a commitment we proudly share, and we
are truly grateful for the opportunity to work alongside you.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS! A number of affordable
studios and one-bedroom apartments under the federal Low
Income Housing Tax Credit Program (LIHTC) are now available.

Residents who qualify pay a reduced monthly rental rate on housing:
monthly rent for a studio is $1737 and for a one-bedroom is $1861.*
Meals, personal care, services, and activities are optional at additional cost.

INCOME LIMITS & GUIDELINES APPLY
- Applicants must be 55 years & up and meet selection criteria.

- Applicants must income-qualify. Maximum gross income limits for
a I-person household is $69,480 and for a 2-person household is $79,440.*

* As of 4/2025, subject to change.
Call Kristi at 781.853.0005 for details!

- VEe— A

420 Reservoir Avenue, Revere, MA 02151

&

781.853.0005 | ProspectHouseAL.com
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Capasso In
Command

New WHS
head baseball
coach prepares
for 26 season

By Cary Shuman

After serving for two sea-
sons as an assistant coach in
the Winthrop High School
baseball program, Tom Ca-
passo began in his new posi-
tion as head coach Monday.

Appointed by Athletic
Director Mark DeGrego-
rio to lead the Vikings in
the fall, Capasso officially
made his debut as tryouts
began for the 2026 season.

Capasso, 52, welcomed
36 players to the program,
which will field varsity and
junior varsity teams that
will compete in the North-
eastern Conference. Capas-
so said he coached some of
the current sophomores and
juniors on a Winthrop-based
13-year-old team in the Lou
Tompkins All-Star Baseball
League.

Among the returning
starters for the Vikings are
shortstop Joseph Pumphret,
first baseman/catcher Dom
Spinale, centerfielder Mi-
chael D’Ambrosio, and
pitcher/infielder =~ Braedon
Lounsbury, all of whom
just completed a strong run
to the MIAA Division 4
Final Four in ice hockey.
Returning starter Desmond
Cassidy is sidelined with an
injury.

Capasso  has  tabbed
Lounsbury as the starting
pitcher for the March 30
home opener against North-
east Regional.

Capasso’s coaching staff
includes assistant head
coach Mike Vatalaro, and
assistants Dan Shannon,
Jack Wallace, Paul Pellec-
chia, and Frankie Fabiano.

Weather permitting, the
Vikings will play their
first of three pre-season
scrimmages Saturday (11
a.m.) against Rockport in
Winthrop. They’ll travel
to Stoneham on Tuesday,
March 24 and host Everett
on Saturday, March 28.

East Boston roots
Capasso grew up in East
Boston, where he was a
two-time All-Star in the
East Boston National Little

League.
“East Boston had three
Little Leagues when I

played — American, Central,
and National, which was
in Orient Heights at Noyes
Park,” recalled Capasso.

He was a standout for the
East Boston Senior Little
League 13-year-old team
that claimed the Massachu-
setts state championship.
Other key members of that
team were Jason Casaletto,
Steven Autilio, Parrish Ros-
si, Derek Disciscio, and
Craig Pacitta. Kim Rossi,
Parrish’s father, was the
head coach.

Capasso went on to play
three varsity baseball sea-
sons at Boston Latin School,
one (sophomore year)
alongside his older brother,
Tullio Capasso, when the
Wolfpack advanced to the
MIAA Division 1 quarterfi-
nals. A 1992 graduate of the
nation’s oldest public school
(founded in 1635), Tom was
a two-year starter, excelling
as a right-handed hitting in-
fielder and outfielder.

“We used to play at a field
in Brighton right behind the
movie theater in Cleveland
Circle which was near Bos-
ton College,” said Capasso.

He returned to coach an
East Boston American Le-
gion baseball team with
Ronnie Jordan and then pi-
loted an Eastie travel team
for two years in a regional
tournament in Haverhill.

Northeastern, Suffolk
Law graduate

Capasso majored in En-
glish at Northeastern Uni-
versity before receiving his
Juris Doctor (J.D.) from
Suffolk Law School in
1999.

He holds a prestigious
leadership position as the
deputy court administra-
tor for the Massachusetts
Juvenile Court system that
oversees all court cases for
persons under the age of 18
throughout the Common-
wealth.

“I hope I can be a role
model for the kids — that’s
part of the plan, here, to
teach our student-athletes
life lessons, it’s not just
about baseball,” offered Ca-
passo.

Capasso and his wife,
Lauren, live in Winthrop,
with their three daughters,
Talia, a game day captain
for the Winthrop High cheer
team, Alena, a member
of the Winthrop JV cheer
team, and Daniela, a middle
school student.

New Winthrop High School baseball coach Tom Capasso (sec-
ond from left), pictured with assistant coaches Dan Shannon,
Frankie Fabiano, Jack Wallace, and Paul Pellecchia, in the
school gymnasium on the first day of practice for the 2026
season.

WHS TRACK TEAMS BEGIN PRACTICE FOR 2026 SEASON

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Athletes on the Winthrop High School outdoor track team are pictured with coaches Billy Hubert, David Ford, and Scout Grifoni
on the first day of practice for the 2026 season inside the school gymnasium.

A MARKETING SLAM DUNK

SCORE BIG EXPOSURE THIS MONTH

WITH OUR MARCH MADNESS SPECIAL

Full-Print
online
edition incl.

(181) 485-0588
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM

DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

*VALID ALL
THRU MARCH

NOTTO

BE COMBINED

WITH ANY

OTHER PROMOS OR
DISCOUNTED RATES

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM

=  EVERE ORNAL VTP TRAISIRPT« L JURUAL « VT OBPALE « AT THES
INDEPENDENT

NEWSPAPER GROUP

PLAY LIKE A \\

Winthrops first GIRLS FLAG FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Two Divisions: Grades 1st - 4th / 5th - 8th
Divisions subject to change based on registration numbers

S A BB R R

SUNDAY AFTERNOONS

APRIL19TH - JUNE 21ST / INCLUDES PLAYOFFS
MILLER FIELD 2PM - 5PM / SUBJECT T0 CHANGE

$125.00

Proceeds go to WHS GIRLS High Schoal
s - : . FLAG FOOTBALL TEAM
Questions and Information please email:

Winthropyouthgirlsflag@gmail.com [

REPAIR PARK & SERVICE
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
. .l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l.l“
OPEN MONBAY - SATURDAY |

4 GENERATIONS OF

OWNED ANg{ OPERATED

THE DIGREGORIO FAMILY
SINCE 1947

CHELSEA RECORD  CHARLESTOWN BRIDGE + BEACON HILL TIMES  THE BOSTON SUN
NORTH END REGIONAL REVIEW + JAMAICA PLAIN GAZETTE » MISSION HILL GAZETTE

OW

SIDINYTS ¥OL

MANAGER JOHN DIGREGORIO ¢ BROADWAYMOTORSREVERE.COM

88 BROADWAY, REVERE |(617) 996-8371
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BLO announces landmark 50t
anniversary season

Special to the Transcript

Boston Lyric  Opera
(BLO), New England’s
largest and most enduring
opera company, celebrates
its 50th anniversary with an
expansive 18-month obser-
vance that spans calendar
year 2026 (its 50th year) and
the 2026/27 programming
season (its 50th Season).
Collectively, the anniversa-
ry includes the company’s
most extensive year-round
onstage and community
programming in its history,
a deepened commitment
to community engagement
throughout the city, and a
reimagined creative space
in one of Boston’s most his-
toric and culturally signifi-
cant neighborhoods.

The 50" Anniversary fol-
lows a period of extended
success for the company,
including a five-year-plus
growth in budget size and
a significantly diversify-
ing audience demographic.
During its 2024/25 Season,
BLO welcomed more than
22,000 audience members
— its highest figures in more
than a decade, marking a
14 percent boost in ticket
buyers. Between 2019 and
2025, audience members
18-34 years old have tripled
in number and audience ra-
cial diversity has increased
by 70 percent, with notable
growth in attendees who
identify as AAPI and Black
or African American.

Since 2021 BLO co-com-
missioned and co-produced
the Pulitzer Prize—winning

opera Omar (Rhiannon Gid-
dens and Michael Abels)
and the Grammy-nomi-
nated opera An American
Soldier (Huang Ruo and
David Henry Hwang), and
supported the creative econ-
omy by creating more than
3,000 paid artist engage-
ments. In the same period,
the company strengthened
its governance by expand-
ing its Board of Directors
from 23 to 30 members, and
reinforced its financial and
operational stability, posi-
tioning BLO for continued
growth and innovation in its
next chapter.

With a board-approved
2026/27 fiscal year budget
that exceeds $15 million, the
company moves into Budget
One status, a designation by
national service organization
OPERA America that places
BLO among America’s elev-
en largest opera companies,
including San Francisco Op-
era, Washington National
Opera, Seattle Opera, Hous-
ton Grand Opera, Santa Fe
Opera, Los Angeles Opera,
The Metropolitan Opera,
and others. In a move to en-
sure BLO’s ongoing stabili-
ty and growth, the Board of
Directors has renewed Stan-
ford Calderwood General
Director & CEO Bradley
Vernatter’s contract through
June 30, 2030. Vernatter has
led the company since 2021
and began his tenure with
BLO in 2013.

A cornerstone of BLO’s
anniversary is the opening
of its Opera + Community
Studios next month. The
renovated and repurposed
space at Midway Artist Stu-

dios in Boston’s Fort Point
neighborhood will serve as
a rehearsal center and ad-
ministrative headquarters,
and operate as a shared
creative hub available to
regional arts organizations
and community groups.
The opening is marked by
a new production of Gustav
Mahler’s SONG OF THE
EARTH (DAS LIED VON
DER ERDE), reimagined
and staged by BLO Aurtis-
tic Associate Anne Bogart,
and conducted by BLO Mu-
sic Director David Angus,
March 20-29, 2026.

“Celebrating 50 years is a
milestone that speaks to the
remarkable legacy of Bos-
ton Lyric Opera, and to the
enduring role opera plays
in civic life,” Vernatter (1.)
says. “For five decades,
BLO has created spaces
where people gather, collab-
orate and create shared cul-
tural experiences. This anni-
versary is both a celebration
of the company’s legacy
and a recognition of what
sustained cultural invest-
ment makes possible: art-
ists and audiences growing
together, generations con-
necting through music and
storytelling, and a region
strengthened by vibrant cre-
ative expression. Celebrat-
ing 50 years reminds us that
opera’s greatest value lies
in sharing creative, mul-
ticultural experiences that
inspire, nourish and expand
our hearts and minds”

For more information and
a full schedule of upcoming
events for the 50" season,
please visit: https://blo.org/
50years/
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Participants during the 2025 Walk for Hunger.

Project Bread’s 58" annual Walk
for Hunger opens registration

Community Fundraiser
Returns to the Boston
Common Sunday, May 3

Special to the Transcript

Registration is now open
for Project Bread’s Walk
for Hunger, the organiza-
tion’s signature community
fundraiser and one of Mas-
sachusetts’ most enduring
anti-hunger events, turning
compassion into action. Set
for Sunday, May 3 on the
Boston Common, the one-
day celebration will bring
together thousands of walk-
ers for a family-friendly
3-mile loop featuring food,
entertainment, and activities

for all ages.

Now in its 58th year, the
Walk for Hunger remains
a beacon of hope for local
families, raising $1 million
to support Project Bread’s
proven, statewide approach
to advancing food security
and ensuring access to nu-

Scan to register or donate.

PHOTO BY DAVID LEIFER

tritious food for children
and families across Massa-
chusetts.

Like-minded anti-hunger
organizations are also in-
vited to participate through
Project Bread’s co-fund-
raising program, The Com-
monwealth.  Participating
nonprofits can form teams
to raise funds for their own
missions while contributing
to Project Bread’s broader
statewide impact.

Ready to get involved?
Register to walk in-person
or virtually, start a personal
or team fundraising page, or
make a donation at project-
bread.org/walk. For more
information, email walk@
projectbread.org.

Years // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

ficials believe she has been
deceased since November.
A 10 year-old boy, who was
chasing his kitten which had
gone into the woman’s base-
ment, smelled the gas and
informed his mother, who
in turn called the police.
Mrs. Anna Sperber of 144
Shore Drive found an aban-
doned baby on her doorstep
last week. Officials took the
infant, who is believed to be
two months old, to the Win-
throp Community Hospital.

110 years ago

April 1, 1916

Winthrop now has its
own true “fish story.” A cod,

weighing 30 pounds and
measuring 42 inches, was
bagged off the Winthrop
Yacht Club by club custodi-
an Gus Johnson, who used
a shovel to subdue the fish
when he saw it splashing in
shallow water just off the
clubhouse.

John E. Gilman, past
commander in chief of the
Grand Army of the Re-
public, addressed the Holy
Name Society of St. John
the Evangelist Church Sun-
day. Gilman spoke of his
experiences during the Civil
War and told the crowd that
had the North been pre-
pared for war, the disaster

10:00am-11:00am
Indoor Walking @
St. Michael’s Parish
Gym (pre-
registration
required)

10:00am-11:00am

10:30am-11:30am
Spanish with Pete

Yoga with Trish

($5)

10:00am-1:00pm
Reiki Sessions

12:30pm-2:30pm
Art with Dawn
($6)

(appointment

required)

11:30am-3:00pm

Game Day

required)

ROBERT A. DELE©c SENIOR CENTE
35 HARVARD STR

(Mahjong, Cards
and Cribbage)
3:30pm-5:30pm
Movie - Knives Out
(pre-registration

1:00pm - 2:00pm
Home Tweet
Home - bird house
painting with
Buonfiglio Funeral
Home (pre-
registration
required)

9:30am-10:30am
Exercise ($1)

10:00am-12:00pm
Tech Support
(pre-registration
required)

at Bull Run never would
have happened and the war
could have been over in six
months.

120 years ago

March 31, 1906

Town Meeting, with 225
members present, voted

to accept the minority re-
port of the School Building
Committee and appropriat-
ed $80,000 to build a new
high school. Acceptance
by Town Meeting of the
minority report was attrib-
utable to the ability of Dr.
O.E. Johnson, who authored
and presented the minority
report.

Town Meeting, while ap-
proving most of the recom-
mendations of the Appropri-
ations Committee, delayed
taking action on a measure
seeking to purchase a new
steam roller for $3000.
Members also delayed tak-
ing action on whether to
turn on the town’s street-
lights at 4 a.m. instead of
the present 4:30 a.m.

This week marks the 50th
anniversary of horse car
passenger service in New
England. Some old-timers
among us recall the horse
carriage line that carried
passengers between Mav-
erick Square and Winthrop

MARCH 23-27, 2026

9:15am-10:15am
Yoga with Trish ($5)

10:00am-11:00am
Indoor Walking @ St.
Michael’s Parish Gym
(pre-registration
required)
10:30am-11:30am

Zumba with Cindy
($5)

11:30am-12:30pm

Mystic Valley Elder
Services Office Hours

11:45am-12:45pm
Tai Chi/Qi Gong with
Cindy ($5)
12:15-1:45pm
Italian with Michael

1:00pm-2:00pm

Staying Safely in Your
Home; presented by
the Winthrop
Commission on
Disabilities

617-846—-8538

9:30am-10:30am
Exercise ($1)

10:00am-2:30pm
SHINE Counseling
(appointment
required)

12pm-12:30pm

Dine-In Lunch

(must order by
l1lam Wednesday)

12:45pm-3pm
Bingo

that began service in 1873.

130 years ago

March 28, 1896

Bids for construction of
the new schoolhouse were
opened by the School Com-
mittee last week. Low bidder
for the general contractor
contract was James Bacon,
with a bid of $17,100. W.A.
Sanborn was the low bidder
for the heating work with
his bid of $4195. McNeil
Bros. was the low bidder for
the plumbing work at $543.

140 years ago
April 2, 1886
The reporting of the Bos-

ROBERT A, DELE©O SENIOCR CENTER
WEEKLY ACTIVITY SCHEDULE

ton papers about the sewage
problem at Revere Beach is
being blamed as the reason
for the lack of rentals for
the upcoming summer sea-
son in the Winthrop Beach
area. Prospective clients are
asking whether there will be
adequate sewage facilities.

Presiding Elder Thay-
er visited the Methodist
Church here Sunday. He
spoke of man’s assimilation
with God. Thayer said it was
possible for man to study
God’s character through his
teachings and the example
of His Son, so as to be able
to transfer His moral quali-
ties to ourselves.

9:00am-10:00am
Yoga with Trish ($5)

10:00am-11:00am
Line Dancing with
Diane (S5)

10:00am-11:00am

Indoor Walking @ St.

Michael’s Parish Gym
(pre-registration required)

For more information
on Senior Center
programs and trips,
as well as lunch
menus and resources,
go to our website

HOoURS ©oF oPERATION
FRIDAY (8:30AM-=I1PM)
TUESDAY-THURSDAY (8:30AM-3:30PM)

MONDAY (8:30AM-6PM)
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SCENES FROM SAINT MICHAEL'S ST. PATRICK’S DAY $10K RAFFLE DINNER

icates to local businesses, as
well raffle baskets. The fes-
tivities included dinner, mu-
sical entertainment by pa-
rishioner DJ Michael Gaeta,
and personalized commen-
tary by pastor, Father Chris

Photos by Marianne Salza

Saint Michael the Arch-
angel Parish presented its
Saint Patrick’s Day $10K
Raffle on March 14, featur-
ing two grand prizes and op-

portunities to win gift certif-

O’Connor.

LEGAL NOTICES
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LEGAL NOTICE Personal Representative You have a right to object  UNSUPERVISED tion. on Tuesday, March 24, sidewalk of Pauline Street 2026 at or after 6:00 pm
COMMONWEALTH OF has been filed by Natalia ~ to this proceeding. Todo ~ ADMINISTRATION UNDER ~ WITNESS, Hon. Janine D 2026 at on or after in front of 22 Pauline in the Gathering Room,
MASSACHUSETTS Shcherbina of Winthrop, 50, you or your attorney THE MASSACHUSETTS Rivers, First Justice of this ~ 6:30 p.m., in the Harvey ~ Street. This pole is needed Room 2, at Town Hall
THE TRIAL COURT MA requesting that the must file o written appear- ~ UNIFORM PROBATE CODE  Court. Hearing Room that the to install new OH XRFM upon the application of
PROBATE AND FAMILY Court enter a formal ance and objection at (Mup() Date: March 03, 2026 Town Council grants per-  that will be feeding new LEGAL NOTICE Breeze and Bourbon Corp

COURT Decree and Order and this Court before: 10:00 A Personal Representative  Stephanie L. Everett, Esq. ~ mission to National Grid apartments at 22 Pauline 561 Shirley St. Winthrop,
Suffolk Probate and for such other relief as a.m. on the return day of  appointed under the MUPC  Register of Probate on the following: Street and because exist- MA requesting full liquor
Family Court requested in the Petition. ~ 04/02/2026. in an unsupervised admin- 3/19  The following Streets ing nearby poles are at license to be served on
24 New Chardon Strest  The Pefitioner requests This is NOT a hearing date, istration is not required to W ond Highways referred #  capacity. Winthrop, MA. premise.
Boston, MA 02114 that Natalia Sheherbina but a deadline by which file an inventory or annual 31226970: All documents, legally PUBLIC HEARING
(617)788-8300 of Winthrop, MA be you must file a written accounts with the Court. Pauline Street - National ~ accessible, pertaining to All documents pertaining
CITATION ON PETITION FOR  appointed as Personal appearance and objection  Persons interested in Grid to install 1J0 pole on  this hearing(s) informo- BOARD OF LICENSE LEGAL  1© this hearing can be
FORMAL ADJUDICATION ~ Representative(s) of said if you object to this pro- the estate are enfitled LEGAL NOTICE Pauline Street beginning tion can be requested NOTICE viewed by calling 617-846-
Docket No. SU26P0360FA estate fo serve Without ceeding. to nofice regarding the TOWN COUNCIL PUBLIC gt a point approximately by email to dquist@ Nofice is hereby aiver 1852 x1036 Clerk of the
Estate of: Surety on the bond in If you fail to file a timely ~ administration directly HEARING DATE OF 237 feet Northeast of the  winthropma.gov or calling . KZ . ere_IK g(;;]vent "™ Board of License during
Yassine Elkouram unsupervised adminis- written appearance and from the Personal MARCH 24, 2026 centerline of the intersec- ~ 617-846-1852, or in person (Ilgcsor futril]ce'xi I hup enr normal business hours of
Date of Death: tration. objection followed by an Representative and may Notice is hereby given in tion of Pauline Streetand ~ at the Town Clerks Office, Geneorul LZ :;Snuj WS which o copy or email can
11/03/2025 IMPORTANT NOTICE affidavit of objections petition the Court in accordance with Section Fremont Street and con- Room 5 Tile 5 of ”:Z Town of be sent for review.
To all interested persons: ~ You have the right to within thirty (30) days of  any matter relating to 29 (c) of the Code ofthe  tinuing approximately 24 Denise Quist Winthroo's Board of Marilyn Puopolo
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Special to the Journal

Governor Maura Healey
sent a letter to Treasury Sec-
retary Bessent demanding a
$1,745 refund to every Mas-
sachusetts household for the
financial harm caused by
President Trump’s uncon-
stitutional tariffs. Data from
the U.S. Congress Joint
Economic Committee esti-
mates that the Trump Ad-

ministration’s tariff actions
cost American consumers
approximately $1,745 per
household between Febru-
ary 2025 and January 2026.

“With approximately 2.8
million households in Mas-
sachusetts, my office esti-
mates that $4,886,000,000
is owed to consumers in our
state who shouldered the
burden of increased costs.
I call on the Trump Admin-

From the State House
Gov. Healey demands $1,745 refund for residents harmed by President Trump’s tariffs

istration to immediately
formulate a plan to refund
tariff proceeds and put mon-
ey back in the pockets of
the hardworking people of
Massachusetts,” wrote Gov-
ernor Healey. “From gro-
ceries and household goods
to construction materials
and consumer products,
Massachusetts residents
paid more at the register and
businesses absorbed higher

operating costs. Having un-
lawfully seized over $100
billion dollars from Amer-
ican people and business-
es, the federal government
must immediately take steps
to pay full restitution.”

In the letter, she also con-
tinues to urge the President
to reconsider his new glob-
al tariffs, as they will once
again raise costs on con-
sumers and businesses.

Since President Trump
began imposing tariffs on
our trading partners, Gover-
nor Healey has spoken out
against them. In an effort to
curb the impact in Massa-
chusetts, her administration
launched the Massachusetts
Tariff Response and Busi-
ness Operations Support
Initiative to align state re-
sources to aid Massachu-
setts businesses, convened

Massachusetts business
leaders to discuss how tar-
iffs were impacting them,
and invited six Northeastern
Governors and six Canadian
Premiers to the State House
to discuss regional collabo-
ration.

The full letter can be
read online at www.mass.
gov/doc/tariff-refund-letter/
download.

Healey highlights recent wave of business expansions bringing thousands of jobs to Massachusetts

Special to the Journal

During her address to the
Greater Boston Chamber of
Commerce Government Af-
fairs Forum last week, Gov-
ernor Maura Healey will
highlight a wave of recent
business expansions and
investments across Massa-
chusetts that are bringing
with them thousands of jobs
and strengthening the state’s
leadership in innovation,
advanced manufacturing,
artificial intelligence and
life sciences.

Recent announcements
from global firms and
homegrown companies
across multiple industries
show continued momentum
in Massachusetts’ innova-
tion economy, with busi-
nesses choosing to expand
and invest in the state’s
talent, research institutions
and collaborative business
environment.

“Massachusetts is where
companies come to build
the future,” said Governor
Maura Healey. “We have
the best talent in the world,
unmatched research institu-
tions and an innovation eco-
system that helps businesses
grow and compete. Compa-
nies are choosing Massa-
chusetts because they know
this is the place to innovate,
create jobs and lead the next
generation of industries.

But we know that residents
and businesses alike are
facing headwinds driven
by high costs and Presi-
dent Trump’s policies, and
that’s why we’re continuing
to work every day to make
Massachusetts more afford-
able and competitive.”
“These announcements
show that companies across
industries ~ continue  to
choose Massachusetts as the
place to innovate, grow and
create jobs,” said Lieutenant
Governor Kim Driscoll.
“We’re proud to partner
with businesses, universi-
ties and workers across our
state to support economic
growth and ensure Massa-
chusetts remains a global
leader in innovation — and
we’re going to keep doing
everything we can to main-
tain this positioning.”
“These announcements
show the breadth of Mas-
sachusetts’ economy, from
innovative technology and
life science companies to
businesses that serve our
communities every day,”
said Economic Develop-
ment Secretary Eric Paley.
“Companies from across
the globe are investing here
because of our world-class
talent, our strong business
environment, and the part-
nerships that help business-
es grow. We're focused on
making sure companies of

Gov. Healey takes action to bring in

Special to the Journal

Governor Maura Healey
is setting strong new tar-
gets for bringing more en-
ergy into Massachusetts
and lowering energy bills.
The Executive Order she
has signed outlines her all-
of-the-above approach to
energy supply and directs
her administration to secure

10 new gigawatts (GW) of
energy resources for Massa-
chusetts by 2035, as well as
5 GW of new energy stor-
age.

Governor Healey's di-
rective requires agencies to
pursue a range of energy
resources and ensure ade-
quate supplies in place to
meet growing demand and
lower bills. The Executive

all sizes can continue to ex-
pand and create jobs across
the state.”

Governor Healey will
highlight this momentum
during her remarks to the
Greater Boston Chamber
of Commerce, where she
will discuss the state’s eco-
nomic competitiveness, in-
vestments in innovation and
workforce  development,
and efforts to lower costs
for residents and businesses.

While recognizing that the
state faces headwinds, in-
cluding high costs, Governor
Healey will also highlight the
many competitive strengths
that Massachusetts has, start-
ing with its world-class tal-
ent. Last year, Massachusetts
students ranked number one
among states on the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP) — often
called the Nation’s Report
Card — and just recently,
College Board announced
that Massachusetts students
earned the highest scores on
Advanced Placement (AP)
exams last year and broke
the all-time record for the
highest percentage of gradu-
ates who scored 3 or higher
on an AP exam.

Data from the Bureau
of Economic Analysis also
shows that Massachusetts
led the nation in real Gross
Domestic Product (GD)
growth on a percentage ba-

sis through the first three
quarters of 2025, which is
the most recent data avail-
able.

Several recent announce-
ments represent significant
new job growth in Mas-
sachusetts. Major global
companies are also making
substantial investments in
advanced  manufacturing
and research in Massachu-
setts:

P&G Gillette recently an-
nounced plans to establish
its Grooming Headquarters
and Technical Innovation
Center in South Boston,
representing a $1 billion
investment. The facility
will support 750 permanent
jobs, while construction of
the new campus is expected
to generate hundreds of ad-
ditional jobs for members of
the building trades.

GE Aerospace announced
a $42 million investment in
its Lynn facility to upgrade
sites producing defense
engines and components,
strengthening the U.S. de-
fense industrial base.

Global veterinary spe-
cialty care company Dechra
will relocate its global head-
quarters from the United
Kingdom to Boston.

Boston-based wear-
able technology company
Whoop announced plans
to add more than 600 new
jobs, primarily in Boston,

as it continues to expand its
operations and workforce.

Massachusetts-based
grocery chain Big Y an-
nounced plans to open six
new stores across the state,
representing a $50 million
capital investment and cre-
ating approximately 750
full and part-time jobs.

The state continues to see
strong growth in advanced
manufacturing and life sci-
ences as well:

¢ VulcanForms, a met-
al additive manufacturing
company founded at MIT,
recently secured $220 mil-
lion in financing and plans
to open a third factory in
Devens, adding more than
100 new jobs.

e Medical technology
company TransMedics is
expanding its presence at
Assembly Innovation Park
in Somerville, leasing near-
ly 500,000 square feet of
lab space and acquiring
additional land to support
the company’s continued
growth.

* Biotech company Stoke
Therapeutics also recently
signed a lease for 98,500
square feet in Waltham,
where it will relocate and
expand its headquarters lat-
er this year.

e Alnylam Pharmaceu-
ticals Inc., a leading RNAI
therapeutics company, re-
cently announced an expan-

sion of its state-of-the-art
manufacturing facility in
Norton.

Massachusetts is  also
continuing to attract in-
vestment from companies
developing the next genera-
tion of artificial intelligence
technologies.  Anthropic,
Lovable and xAl have re-
cently established a pres-
ence in Massachusetts and
begun hiring locally, further
strengthening the region’s
growing Al ecosystem.

Massachusetts com-
panies are also receiving
global recognition for their
innovation. A record num-
ber of Boston-area firms
were recently named to the
LexisNexis Top 100 Glob-
al Innovators list, including
Alnylam Pharmaceuticals,
Moderna, Flagship Pioneer-
ing, Orna Therapeutics and

SharkNinja.
Together, these recent
announcements  represent

thousands of jobs and bil-
lions of dollars in private
investment, reinforcing
Massachusetts’ position as
a global hub for innovation,
advanced  manufacturing
and emerging technologies.
Massachusetts  continues
to attract companies from
around the country and the
world that are looking to
grow, innovate and access
the state’s highly skilled
workforce.

10 GW of new energy, save $10 billion and promote energy independence

Order outlines directives
for state agencies related to
solar, storage, wind, load
management, gas, nuclear,
and geothermal, leading to
an estimated savings of $10
billion for Massachusetts
residents and businesses.
Governor Healey signed the
Executive Order at Lynch
Elementary School in Win-
chester, which is powered

Rian@thereeds

OIRSUCEESS

our

our OINLLINIE

SPRINSOPCCI

160PX
BY
J00PX

BLOCK ADS

3200y

—_

THE

PROPORTIONAL
1/2 SIZE AD SPACE

INDEPENDENT

[

MARCH - APRIL - MAY

Clients & customers
are just a CLIC]
away if you advertise

ONLINE
Call (781) 485-0588
or email your Rep.

MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM
CHARLESTOWNADS @HOTMAIL.COM
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

REVEREJOURNAL.COM » WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM « LYNNJOURNAL.COM

EVERETTINDEPENDENT.COM < EASTIETIMES.COM « CHELSEARECORD.COM

CHARLESTOWNBRIDGE.COM « BEACONHILLTIMES.COM < THEBOSTONSUN.COM
NORTHENDREGIONALREVIEW.COM « JAMAICAPLAINGAZETTE.COM « MISSIONHILLGAZETTE.COM

entirely from roof-mounted
and ground-mounted solar.

Governor Healey laid
out her energy supply plan
amidst a dramatic spike in
oil and gas prices due to
President Trump’s costly
war and his failed ener-
gy policies that have taken
American sources of energy
like wind and solar off the
table.

“The American people
are now paying the price as
oil and gas bills go through
the roof because of Presi-
dent Trump’s costly war,”
said Governor Healey. “I
believe in an all-of-the-
above approach to energy
— that means solar, wind,
gas, nuclear and hydro.
While the President is tak-
ing American-built ener-
gy sources off the table, in
Massachusetts, we are say-
ing yes to more supply from
more sources of energy. We
are saying yes to American
jobs and American energy
independence. And we are
saying yes to lowering ener-
gy bills for all.”

“When we invest in Mas-
sachusetts energy, we invest
in Massachusetts energy
jobs,” said Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Kim Driscoll. “It’s
Massachusetts gas, solar,
offshore wind and electric
workers that are keeping
our lights on, homes warm
and businesses moving. For
many, these are 24/7, 365-
day jobs. We need to sup-
port our in-state energy sup-
ply and the workforce that
makes it possible.”

“Setting firm targets and
laying out a clear energy
supply strategy will provide
certainty and stability as we
work to lower energy bills,”
said Energy and Environ-

mental Affairs Secretary
Rebecca Tepper. “And by
building more energy re-
sources with a fixed price,
we can give Massachusetts
a competitive edge. We’re
going to work as a region to
power our communities and
ensure more affordable, re-
liable service.”

More Energy for State

ISO New England proj-
ects that electricity con-
sumption could rise by near-
ly 15 percent by 2035 and
50 percent by 2045, with
peak electricity demand in
the winter growing even
faster. This is true across the
country, as demand for elec-
tricity climbs and the cost to
update the aging American
electrical grid rises.

The Executive Order es-
tablishes a target of 10 GW
of new energy supply-side
and demand-side resources
over the next 10 years, as
well as a separate target for
5 GW of energy storage. 10
GW is roughly the equiva-
lent of enough power for 2
million households. The 10
GW target includes 4 GW
of new in-state solar and 3.5
GW of new electric demand
reduction to be achieved
through load management
strategies such as energy
efficiency, virtual power
plants, and electric vehicle
charging management. This
builds on Massachusetts’
successful strategy of de-
mand management over the
past 20 years, during which
electricity demand has de-
clined while the economy
has grown, increasing our
overall energy productivity.
Because of these past in-
vestments, all customers are
saving $800 million every

year — or on average, $20
each month — due to util-
ities not needing to spend
on transmission and distri-
bution infrastructure or buy
electricity for their custom-
ers.

How We Get There

Governor Healey is di-
recting agencies to take a
number of immediate steps
to get more affordable ener-
gy built in the near future,
including to:

* Ramp up efforts to build
more solar projects before
President Trump ends fed-
eral support;

* Expand opportunities
for wind, nuclear power,
and fusion energy;

* Explore natural gas and
other fuel storage and deliv-
ery strategies to ensure re-
liability, avoid unnecessary
spending and charges, and
reduce reliance on imported
liquefied natural gas.

* Lower the cost of geo-
thermal for heating and
cooling; and,

* Allow for flexible inter-
connection to make better
use of the energy grid we
already have and get more
energy connected faster and
cheaper.

Governor Healey filed
the Energy Affordability,
Independence, and Inno-
vation Act to lower energy
bills and bring more sup-
ply into Massachusetts. The
legislation includes a key
provision that would give
the state more flexibility in
procuring a range of energy
resources when costs are at
their lowest, rather than on
a rigid schedule that locks
ratepayers into high costs.
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Photos by Marianne Salza

Some 800 students are
represented in the Youth
Art Show, a collaboration
between Winthrop Pub-
lic Schools and The Clock
Tower Gallery, at the EB
Newton School & Cultural
Center. The exhibition fea-
tures clay sculptures, water-
color and acrylic paintings,
sketches, and photographs,
by young artists like first
grader, Isla Dankner, who
enjoyed participating in a
group project with her class.

“We made Olympic rings  ry School, about seeing her want to.”
in black, blue, yellow, red,  work on display. “We got to View the Youth Art Show
and green. What we used do it as a whole class. It was on Wednesday, 1:30-4pm,
to make them was tape. It really fun. Art is my favor- and Saturdays, Ipm-3pm,

feels good,” said Isla, Gor- jte because you get to make now through April 18.
man Fort Banks Elementa-  something together if you

Forow o |
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Estee Gamble, 3rd grader at the Arthur T. Cummings Elemen-
tary School, with her piece, “A Crowded Place.”

Winthrop High School senior, Genesis Carias, pointing to her piece, “La Flor,” with her mother,
Helen Castallanos, brother, Marco Carias, and father, Stanley Carias.

Katelyn Musaku, 6th grade student at Winthrop Middle School, pointing to her artwork, with
her mother, Nora, sister, Alia, and father, Armand.

il

Shannon Turner and Declan Philbrick admiring Children’s Corner Preschool pipe cleaner pieces
exploring movement.

Art teachers, Ryan Coleman and Coni Moore, with The Clock Tower Gallery Curator, Joanne
Hillman, and art teacher, Deborah Winters.

Children's
Corner
Preschool

Isla Dankner pointing to her collaborative
piece.
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