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WE WILL HAVE FRESH 
SALMON AND HADDOCK 
AVAILABLE THIS WEEK

  C21SEAPORT.COM   617.846.1020   218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP

Thinking of selling? Call us!

Seaport Real Estate

Spacious hillside home with views of 
 Boston Skyline & Winthrop Harbor

100 Cottage Avenue, Winthrop
OPEN OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY HOUSE SUNDAY 

March 16 12–2 pmMarch 16 12–2 pm
For private showing Call

Jan Stevens – 617-877-6455

$979,000$979,000

BUY SELL  RENT JOIN

MBTA GEARS 
UP FOR SOUTH 
BOSTON’S  
ANNUAL ST. 
PATRICK’S 
DAY PARADE 
CELEBRATION

The MBTA is gearing up 
for South Boston’s annual 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade on 
March 16, 2025, anticipat-
ing nearly a million attend-
ees. To manage the influx 
of riders, the MBTA will 
implement special service 
measures, including free 
shuttle buses from South 
Station to South Boston, 
enhanced Red Line service, 
and additional Commuter 
Rail cars. Several bus routes 
will be detoured, and riders 
are encouraged to purchase 
$10 weekend Commuter 
Rail passes in advance.

Safety is a top priori-
ty, with increased MBTA 
Transit Police presence and 
strategic positioning of per-
sonnel to manage crowds. 
Riders are urged to celebrate 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 4

36-38 SUMMIT AVE.  $1,350,000

235-236 WINTHROP SHORE DR. $1,300,000Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

New to Market!New to Market!

Two rare investment 
opportunities!

Both 4-Unit properties

 Contact Elizabeth
781-718-7094 

By Adam Swift

The town’s website with 
information on the proposed 
$38.5 million fire station at 
the old middle school site 
on Pauline Street is active 
and has been updated with 
new information on the 
project.

Voters will be asked to 
approve a Proposition 2-½ 
debt exclusion for the proj-
ect during a special election 

on Saturday, April 5. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. for the election, 
which will also include two 
override questions regard-
ing the school budget.

The website is winthrop-
firestation.com, and there is 
also a link to the site on the 
town’s website.

The website provides 
information on the back-
ground, rationale, consid-
erations, and community 

involvement related to the 
project. There is informa-
tion about the condition of 
the town’s two existing fire 
stations, plans for the new 
building, and the financial 
impact of the override on 
homeowners.

“The website is com-
pletely up and running 
now,” said Fire Chief Scott 
Wiley. “The numbers are 

Updated fire station 
project website goes live

Fire chief addresses town evacuation plan
By Adam Swift

Fire Chief Scott Wiley 
addressed some questions 
about the town’s emergen-
cy evacuation plan at last 
week’s town council meet-
ing.

“There were questions as 
to whether or not we have 
an evacuation plan,” said 
Wiley, adding that he has 
been asked by some people 
in town if one is in place.

The chief said the emer-
gency evacuation plan has 
been in place for 12 years 
and is updated every five 
years. Because of the sensi-
tive nature of the plan, Wi-
ley said the entire plan is not 
made public.

However, Wiley did hit 
upon some of the highlights 
and major themes of the 
plan at the council meeting.

“We talked about the 72 

hours people should be pre-
pared to shelter in place,” 
said Wiley. “This comes up 
multiple times in this docu-
ment. Strategy one will be 
to shelter in place. It is the 
fastest protective action to 
employ; it’s less costly and 
disruptive and it’s prefera-
ble in poor weather condi-
tions.”

Sheltering in place is not 
safe in all hazards, Wiley 
added, and is a short-term 
protection depending on the 
resources available.

While the document 
recommends sheltering in 
place in many circumstanc-
es, Wiley said the town does 
have the ability to move 
people within the town 
when an emergency or di-
saster strikes.

Moving people from one 
part of the town to another 
is far more likely to happen 

than evacuating tens of thou-
sands of people from the 
town entirely, Wiley said.

“It is extremely unlikely 
that that would ever hap-
pen … but moving peo-
ple from point A to point 
B, from an incident in the 
Highlands to a shelter at the 
Cummings School … from 
Point Shirley due to a storm 
to the Cummings School 
is possible,” said the chief. 
“The thought that we would 
evacuate tens of thousands 
of people at any time is ex-
tremely unlikely.”

Wiley noted that he also 
met recently with the chief 
of Boston’s emergency 
management department 
and that they are both look-
ing to bring in more agen-
cies for a larger meeting 
regarding evacuation and 
emergency management 
plans for the region.

See FIRE STATION Page 3

READ ACROSS WINTHROP!READ ACROSS WINTHROP!

COURTESY PHOTOS

GFB teachers (left to right) Bonnie Albert, Taylor Monson, and Jen Alioto shown with their class 
celebrating Read Across America this past week. See more photos on Page 6.

Volunteers Valerie and Cullen Millar serve up corned beef and 
boiled vegetables during the United First Methodist Church’s 
St. Patrick’s Day dinner held on March 8. See more photos on 
Page 9.

FIRST CHURCH OF WINTHROP 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER

Ice Ages
Winthrop makes  

historic return to Garden
By Cary Shuman

Playing at a champion-
ship-caliber level on what 
has been an incredible 
post-season run, the Win-
throp High School boys 
hockey team has advanced 
to the Division 4 state cham-
pionship Sunday at 9 a.m. at 
the TD Garden.

Coach Dale Dunbar’s 
Vikings moved to history’s 
doorstep with thorough, 
end-to-end victories over 
No. 4-seed Littleton (4-0) 
and No. 1-seed Stoneham 
(5-1).

Only a red-hot and se-
nior-led Dedham High team 
stands in the way of Win-
throp High School captur-
ing the school’s first state 

title since the 1976 season 
(see related story on Ded-
ham).

Senior goaltender Mi-
chael Donahue’s perfor-
mances are a major factor in 
the team still playing hock-
ey in mid-March.

“Michael’s is seeing it 
right now – he’s dialed in, 
and he’s focused, that’s 
what you want obviously 
from your goaltender at this 
time of year,” said Dunbar.
Winthrop’s offense clicks

in nine-goal outburst
Senior captain Phil Bon-

core had two goals for the 
Vikings, the first on an as-
sist by linemate Joe Pum-
phret, and the second on an 
assist by Paul Ferrara, as 

See HOCKEY Page 7
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Sen. Edwards named Chair of the 
Joint Committee on the Judiciary

Special to the Journal

Third Suffolk District – 
March 10th, 2025 – State 
Senator Lydia Edwards (D–
East Boston) was named 
Chair of the Joint Commit-
tee on the Judiciary for the 
194th Massachusetts Leg-
islative Session. As Chair, 
Senator Edwards will also 
lead one of the most criti-
cal joint committees in the 
state legislature. The com-
mittee formerly handles all 
matters concerning crimes, 
penalties and sentencing, 
criminal offender record 
information, judiciary, in-
cluding the recall of judges, 
the salaries of judges, court 
clerks and court officers 
of the various courts, pro-
bation officers, juries and 
jury duty, parole, registers 
of deeds.  However, many 

of the constitutional issues, 
reproductive rights, civil 
rights, the UCC, gun rights 
have also been referred to 
the committee.

“I am grateful to Senate 
President, Karen Spilka for 
appointing me to this im-
portant role,” said Senator 
Edwards. “The Judiciary 
Committee plays an import-
ant role in drafting policies 

that affect the lives of every 
resident in our Common-
wealth. As chair, I am com-
mitted to advancing justice, 
equity, and fairness in our 
legal system, and ensuring 
that the voices of all com-
munities are heard as we 
continue to move forward”

The Joint Committee 
on the Judiciary reviews 
a wide range of issues in-
cluding criminal law, civil 
rights, family law, and ju-
dicial appointments. Sena-
tor Edwards, before getting 
elected to the Boston City 
Council in 2017, has advo-
cated for criminal justice 
reform, racial justice, im-
migrant rights, and policies 
that strengthen the rule of 
law while ensuring equal 
treatment for all residents of 
the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts.

State Sen. Lydia Edwards.

SEN. EDWARDS INTRODUCES 
CONG. MARKEY AT TOWN HALL EVENT

On Saturday, March 8, at Malden High School, 
Sen. Ed Markey held a town hall event. More 
than 1,000 people showed up (above left) to 
hear Markey. Sen. Lydia Edwards (above right) 
was honored to introduce Markey to the stage. 
Edwards said, “At a time when chaos and dysfunc-
tion dominate the highest levels of government, 
we need steady, experienced leaders who fight 
for justice, equity, and working families. Senator 
Markey has always been that leader—standing 
up for our communities, protecting our rights, 
and delivering real results for our communities. I 
am grateful for his commitment to Massachusetts 
and proud to stand with him in this fight!”

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern MA and 
Big Sister Association of Greater Boston unite

Special to the Transcript 

 Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Eastern Massachusetts 
(BBBSEM) and Big Sister 
Association of Greater Bos-
ton (BSAGB) are merging to 
expand access to one-to-one 
youth mentoring programs 
and resources for hundreds 
of children, families, and 
volunteer mentors across the 
region. The announcement 
comes after months of stra-
tegic planning in which the 
co-affiliates have agreed to 
operate as one organization 
under the BBBSEM umbrel-
la.

“Our innovative ap-
proach to youth mentoring, 
and ability to scale across 
150 communities through-
out Eastern Massachusetts 
enables us to play a vital 
role in the youth develop-
ment landscape,” says Mark 
O’Donnell, BBBSEM Pres-
ident & CEO. “The merger 
with Big Sister Association 
of Greater Boston will help 
us to expand girls’ program-
ming outside of Boston and 
help to further our collective 
impact across the region to 
ensure young people have 
consistent access to mentor-
ship.”

As part of the merger, 
BBBSEM will maintain 
BSAGB partnerships and 
programs, which will give 
BBBSEM an opportunity to 
learn, grow, and evolve gen-
der-specific programming. 
The entire BBBS commu-
nity – the mentors, mentees, 
and their guardians – will 
continue to be profession-
ally supported by BBBS 
staff members with access 
to resources and shared-best 
practices to continue best in 
class gender-specific pro-
gramming, curriculum, and 
match support. By creating 
a stronger, unified voice 
for mentorship in the re-
gion, youth will gain access 
to a variety of support and 
recruitment of volunteers 
and partners to the mission 
will broaden. BBBSEM 
is committed to building a 
gender-inclusive commu-
nity where mentorship is 
accessible so all youth and 
families can thrive. To date, 
one part-time and six full-
time staff members from 
BSAGB have joined the 
BBBSEM team and near-
ly 300 BSAGB communi-
ty-based matches and over 
80 site-based matches have 
transitioned their mentoring 
relationships to be support-

ed by BBBSEM.
Since 1951, Big Sister 

Association of Greater Bos-
ton has delivered a range 
of programming to support 
girls and young women 
across 69 cities and towns 
of Greater Boston. Through 
one-to-one and group men-
toring, school- and site-
based programs, group and 
near-peer mentoring, and 
its New Girls Network, 
BSAGB has been a leader in 
gender-intentional mentor-
ing, fostering a supportive 
community for thousands of 
girls and gender-fluid youth 
over the past seven decades.

“Both organizations 
share a deep commitment to 
empowering youth through 
the transformative power of 
mentoring and I am excit-
ed about this merger which 
represents a significant step 
forward in achieving this 
shared vision,” says Annis-
sa Essaibi George, Big Sis-
ter President & CEO. “Big 
Sister has a long, nationally 
recognized, legacy of serv-
ing girls and young women 
in the Greater Boston area. 
The merger with Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters of Eastern 
Massachusetts will lead 
to expanded gender-inten-
tional programming and a 
strengthening of the power 
of that sisterhood to more 
female-identifying youth. 
By working together, we 
will create a brighter future 
for more young people in 
Greater Boston, equipping 
them with the tools and con-
fidence to reach their full 
potential.”

In its 75th year of ser-
vice, BBBSEM stands at its 
highest point as the second 
largest Big Brother Big Sis-
ter affiliate in the country, 
behind only the nonprofit 
covering the entire state of 
Texas. This year, the organi-
zation is supporting nearly 

4,000 youth, over 50 per-
cent of whom identify as 
female. In the past seven 
decades, BBBSEM has cre-
ated and served more than 
25,000 matches.

BBBSEM is now enroll-
ing and matching Littles 
and Bigs. The organization 
welcomes Bigs and Littles 
of all races, ethnicities, cul-
tures, socio-economic back-
grounds, genders, sexual 
orientations, and physical 
abilities. For more informa-
tion, to donate, or to become 
a volunteer or register your 
child, visit: www.emass-
bigs.org. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Eastern Massachusetts 
is an innovative, energetic 
organization that is mak-
ing a real difference in the 
lives of nearly 4,000 youth 
annually by providing them 
with an invested, caring 
adult mentor in long-term, 
professionally supported 
relationships. With research 
and proven outcomes at 
its core, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Eastern Massa-
chusetts is working to de-
fend the potential of chil-
dren facing adversity and 
ensure every child has the 
support from caring adults 
that they need for healthy 
development and success 
in life. The organization’s 
vision is to inspire, engage 
and transform communities 
in Eastern Massachusetts 
by helping youth achieve 
their full potential, contrib-
uting to healthier families, 
better schools, more con-
fident futures and stronger 
communities. Throughout 
its 75 years, the largest Big 
Brothers Big Sisters affili-
ate in New England has cre-
ated and served more than 
25,000 youth. For more in-
formation about the agency 
and its mission, visit www.
emassbigs.org.

GERRY D’AMBROSIO

ATTORNEY AT LAW

IS YOUR ESTATE IN ORDER?
DO YOU HAVE AN UPDATED WILL, HEALTH CARE

PROXY, OR POWER OF ATTORNEY?
IF NOT, PLEASE CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

14 PROCTOR AVENUE, REVERE

781-284-5657

 Winthrop Senior Center News
35 Harvard Street, Winthrop, MA 02152    

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-3:30p.m. / Friday: 8:30am-1p.m.  Phone: 617-846-8538
Website: www.town.winthrop.ma.us   Email: COAReception@town.winthrop.ma.us

A full list of the activities, 
programs, trips, and services 
offered at the Senior Center 
can be found in our news-
letter, which is available at 
the Senior Center and on our 
website.

 
Monday, March 17

9:00am-3:00am: Com-
puter Usage

10:00am-11:30am: Rep-
resentative Turco Office 
Hours

10:00am-11:00am: Yoga 
with Trish ($5)

11:00am: Grab $ Go 
Lunch Pick-Up

11:30am-2:30pm: Game 
Day/Mahjong

 
Tuesday, March 18
9:00am-3:00pm: Com-

puter Usage
9:30am-10:30am: Exer-

cise Class ($1)
1 1 : 0 0 a m - 1 2 : 0 0 p m : 

Blood Pressures
11:00am: Grab & Go 

Lunch Pick
12:30pm-2:30pm: Art 

Class with Dawn ($6)
1:00pm-2:00pm: Win-

throp Police Senior Partner-
ship

 
Wednesday, March 19 

9:00am-3:00pm: Com-
puter Usage

9:15am-10:15am: Yoga 
with Trish ($5)

10:00am-12:00pm: Be-
reavement & Caregiver 
Support Group

10:00am-12:00pm: Low 
Vision Support Group

10:30am-11:30am: Zum-
ba with Cindy ($5)

11:00am: Grab & Go 
Lunch Pick-Up

11:45am-12:45pm: Bal-
ance & Strength Training 
with Cindy ($5)

12:30am-2:30pm: Char-
lie Card Workshop

1:15pm-2:45pm: Italian 
Class

 
Thursday, March 20
9:00am-3:00pm: Com-

puter Usage
9:30am-10:30am: Exer-

cise Class ($1)
10:30am-11:30am: Cof-

fee & Conversation
10:30am-11:30am: Sea-

side Tappers ($5)
12:00pm-12:30pm: Dine-

In / Grab & Go Lunch Pick-
Up

12:45pm-3:00pm: Bingo    
 

Friday, March 21 
 9:00am-12:00pm: Com-

puter Usage
9:00am-10:00am: Yoga 

with Trish ($5)
10:00am-11:00am: Line 

Dancing ($5)
11:00am: Grab & Go 

Lunch Pick-Up
11:30am-12:30pm: Jour-

naling Workshop

 
Senior Lunch Program: 

The Senior Center offers 
in-person dining on Thurs-
days from 12-12:30pm. 
Grab and Go Lunches are 
also available for pick up 
Monday – Friday between 
11am and 1pm. To reserve 
a lunch, please stop by the 
front desk or call the Senior 
Center at 617-846-8538 by 
11am the day before (for 
Monday lunch, reservations 
must be made by 11am on 
Friday). Menus are avail-
able on our website and at 

the Senior Center.  Please 
note, lunches cannot be 
held overnight; they must 
be picked up on the day that 
they were requested for.

 
Senior Van. The Senior 

Van runs Monday - Thurs-
day from 8:45am-3pm and 
Fridays 8:45am-12:15pm. 
Reservations are on a first 
come, first served basis, and 
can be made by calling the 
Senior Center at least two 
weekdays prior to the de-
sired date.  Rides to medical 
appointments will be prior-
itized. A list of destinations 
and pricing is available 
on our website and in our 
newsletter.

 
Senior Van Schedule 

Updates: Beginning in 
February, the Senior Van 
will run on Fridays from 
8:45am to 12:15pm. Rides 
will be limited to Winthrop, 
Revere and East Boston 
destinations only.  Return 
trips must be completed by 
12:15pm. 

 
Senior Van Shopping 

Schedule (beginning Feb-
ruary 1, 2025)

Mondays: Market Basket 
Chelsea at 8:45am

Tuesdays: Market Basket 
Revere at 8:45am

Wednesdays: Stop & 
Shop/Target at 12:30pm

Thursdays: Stop & Shop/
Target at 8:45am

Fridays: Market Basket 
Revere at 8:45am

 
Rides may be booked up 

to 2 weeks in advance but 
must be scheduled at least 
2 weekdays in advance by 
calling the Senior Center at 
617-846-8538. A full list of 
destinations/pricing is avail-
able in our newsletter and 
online at www.winthropma.
gov/council-aging.
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS   PRICE   
Guerra, Jhony Stein, Robert H 1100 Governors Dr #24   $332,000   
Wright, Robert           Doreen M Paci RET    3 Seal Harbor Rd #635   $590,000  
Billiken Investments LLC Coscia, Richard R       47 Washington Ave     $970,000 
Uribe, Felix G         Lynch, Elizabeth F 51 Paine St           $605,000

HIGHLANDGROUP@COMPASS.COM | 617.846.8000
75 CREST AVE, WINTHROP, MA | 126 NEWBURY STREET, BOSTON, MA

Meet our team by 
opening your phone’s 
camera and holding it 

over the QR code

With our 3-phased marketing strategy, 
it's possible with 

Buying or selling, ask us about Compass Coming Soon and Compass Concierge

What if you could pre-market your home  
without accruing a single day on market?

KENNY KELLEHER –  ATIYEH CASSIDY –  VIRGINIA BROWN –  JIM POLINO
ELIZABETH POLINO –  JONATHAN POLINO –  SHARON TALLENT –  JAMES POLINO JR. 

Plant the Seeds  
of Success

Clients & customers
are just a CLICK 

away if you advertise 
ONLINE

Call (781) 485-0588 
or email your Rep.

maximize 
your exposure

maximize 
your exposure

march • APRIL • may

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

reverejournal.com • winthroptranscript.com • lynnjournal.com
everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 

charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com • thebostonsun.com
northendregionalreview.com • jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

proportional
1/2 size ad space

160px
by

300px
BLOCK ADS

$150/mo

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
charlestownads@hotmail.com

deb@reverejournal.com

OONNLLIINNEE  with 
our 
Spring Special

Motor oil/oil filters $1.00/qt     
Used Gasoline $5.00/5 Gallons 

Cell phone/cell phone batteries, Tablets/iPads, or laptop batteries, 
batteries for tools $8.00 each      

Car batteries $15.00 each     
Compact Fluorescent light bulbs & Tube light bulbs $1.00 small tube each

$2.00 long tube each  CFL $.050 each  
Oil Based Paint/Urethane/Stains/Thinners $15.00/ 5 gallon

 $4.00/gallon $2.00/quart - NO Latex paint is accepted  
Pesticides, Chemicals, and Spray Paint $1.00 per can    

Pool Chemicals $5.00 each
Propane Tanks $15.00 small   $26.00 large ea   

Fire Extinguisher $50.00 small  $70.00 large ea   

Hazardous Household Waste Collection
Saturday, March 22, 2025   9a-12p   

 DPW, 100 Kennedy Drive

Town of Winthrop

NO Cash Payments are accepted. Credit/Debit cards or Checks only
Questions? Call The DPW 617-846-1341 X 2609

Chief Wiley gives update on regional dispatch center
By Adam Swift

Fire Chief Scott Wiley 
provided an update on Chel-
sea joining Winthrop and 
Revere in the Metro North 
Regional Emergency Com-
munications Center (MN-
RECC) at last week’s town 
council meeting.

Wiley talked about the 
background of Winthrop’s 
history with the MNRECC, 
current training for dis-
patcher and call-takers, how 
Chelsea joining will impact 
the center, and some con-
cerns that have been raised 
by residents.

“In 2017, we entered into 
the Metro North Regional 
Emergency Regional Com-
munications Center with 
Revere police and fire and 
Winthrop police and fire,” 
said Wiley. “The RECC is 
located at the Revere Police 
Department headquarters 
on Revere Beach Parkway. 
When it was built, it was not 
meant to be a permanent lo-
cation for them.”

Winthrop is currently as-

sessed $440,000 per year 
to be a member of the MN-
RECC and Revere is as-
sessed about $1.6 million, 
based on the call volume per 
community.

The RECC is overseen by 
a board of directors, which 
Wiley currently chairs. The 
board also includes the 
Winthrop police chief and 
town manager as well as the 
Revere mayor, police chief, 
and fire chief and one rotat-
ing member.

Several weeks ago, the 
Chelsea City Council vot-
ed unanimously to join the 
MNRECC alongside Win-
throp and Revere.

“It’s approximately a 
two-year project, and there 
will be a major rehabilita-
tion of the McKinley School 
in Revere that will be paid 
for completely by the state 
and grant money,” said Wi-
ley, adding the total cost of 
the project will be around 
$15 million.

Once Chelsea is onboard, 
staffing will increase from 
five to six dispatchers and 

call-takers on duty per shift 
to nine dispatchers and 
call-takers at night and 10 
during the day.

“One of the issues 
brought up in public com-
ment last week was an is-
sue that happened approx-
imately five years ago on 
a call when a dispatcher or 
call-taker was not familiar 
with some of the landmarks 
in Winthrop,” said Wiley. 
“Since that time, we have 
gone through a couple dif-
ferent iterations of both the 
board of directors and exec-
utive directors of the RECC. 
About 18 months ago we 
brought Whitney Morgan 
in as the executive director 
of the RECC … and since 
she came aboard, there has 
been a big turnover in the 
direction of the RECC; it is 
much more professional and 
it is really a well-run organi-
zation.”

One of the things the 
RECC has implemented 
in its training sessions, the 
fire chief said, is that dis-
patchers must know the 

communities they serve to 
ensure rapid and accurate 
dispatches. To achieve that 
goal, either the executive or 
deputy director takes new 
dispatchers through the area 
to familiarize them with key 
locations.

“Dispatchers must be 
able to recognize areas, like 
for Winthrop, the Five Sis-
ters, the Landing, and the 
Kilmartin Path … imme-
diately to avoid delays in 
emergency response,” said 
Wiley.

Another positive change 
over the past several years 
is that all calls from cell-
phones in the region now 
immediately go to the Re-
vere dispatch center, and 
not to the state police cen-
ter in Framingham as it did 
years ago.

Wiley added that having 
Chelsea onboard with addi-
tional personnel in the dis-
patch center should improve 
safety for the communities.

“I can’t see how anyone 
can say 10 dispatchers in 

a room isn’t better or safer 
than having six dispatch-
ers or four dispatchers,” he 
said. “It increases the num-
bers and they are all capable 
of jumping on each other’s 
calls. If a major incident 
is happening in Chelsea 
and nothing is happening 
in Winthrop, they are able 
to help the Chelsea people 
take control of the phone 
calls and dispatches; they 
are all able to work with 
each other.”

Censure // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

all accurate, the interactive 
finance page is accurate. If 
anybody hasn’t been to it, it 
will tell you exactly … there 
is a link to the assessor’s 
page, you can type in your 
address and it will tell you 
your exact assessed value.

“Plug in your exact as-
sessed value, and it will 
tell you not only what your 
annual cost for the project 
will be, but your quarter-
ly cost for the project,” the 
chief continued. “It goes on 
to give you an update on 
the debt exclusions that are 
coming off the rolls in the 
future during the lifetime of 
this debt exclusion.”

Wiley said there is also 
a tab on the website for 
anyone who has questions 
about the project.

“Somebody on the fire-
house committee will get 
back to you right away,” 

said Wiley.
Anyone who wants to 

host an informational cof-
fee hour on the project can 
also request that through the 
website, he added.

There are currently two 
coffee hours that are on the 
schedule and will be open 
to the public, Wiley said. 
One is this Thursday, March 
13 at 6 p.m. in the func-
tion room at Seal Harbor 3. 
The second is on Tuesday, 
March 25 at 1 p.m. at the se-
nior center.

At Monday’s firehouse 
building committee meet-
ing, Town Council Presi-
dent Jim Letterie reviewed 
the details of the question 
residents will be asked to 
consider during the special 
election on Saturday, April 
5.

“It’s a $38.5 million debt 
exclusion that we’re ask-

ing for,” said Letterie. “The 
thought is to pay this off in 
25 years instead of 30, like 
it’s a typical home mort-
gage, and the savings to the 
town by doing that is rough-
ly $8.4 million.”

The average assessed val-
ue of a home in Winthrop 
today is $697,305.

“Based on that property, 
this cost would be roughly 
$495 a year, roughly $135 a 
tax bill, a quarter,” Letterie 
said. “This would not start, 
the full impact of this, that 
$135 a tax quarter, would 
not kick in until Jan. 1 of 
2028. There would be some 
early anticipated (bonds) 
that would go out … to pay 
for demolition and such, but 
the full borrowing would 
not take effect until fiscal 
28.”

CPYC Spring Open House set for March 23
Special to the Transcript

Mark your spring cal-
endar! March may still be 
chilly but summer’s com-
ing. Cottage Park Yacht 
Club’s 2025 Open House 
is scheduled for Sunday, 
March 23 from 1 to 4 pm.

Come in and meet mem-
bers, ask questions about 
membership, get a tour, 
and find out about all that’s 
going on at CPYC. Our 
family-friendly club offers 
summer outside and on the 
water through adult sailing 
lessons, a kayak and sail-
boat loan program, casual 
Thursday evening cruis-
es, youth sailing, loads of 
events, dining in the Pilot- house and gathering with 

friends at the Sunset Bar.

If you’re a boat owner, 
CPYC has launch service 
and immediate openings in 
its mooring fields, as well 
as space for member kayaks 
on its dock racks, and wet 
and dry dinghy storage.

The afternoon Open 
House will feature music by 
John and Lori Wadkins, a 
sampling of appetizers from 
our kitchen, and cash bar. It 
will also feature door prizes 
and tours for potential new 
members.

Come check out the gym 
and the renewed marina, 
and see what CPYC is all 
about. For more informa-
tion, our website is www.
cpyc.org or email member-
ship@cpyc.org  

CPYC kids sailing as part of 
the summer program in 2022.

Cottage Park Yacht Club.
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PLEASE: NO PUBLIC OR  
UNDERAGE DRINKING ON  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
With the St. Patrick’s Day holiday and traditional South 

Boston parade approaching on Sunday, March 16, we urge 
our public safety officials to plan for enforcing the laws 
which prohibit drinking in public, especially by underage 
drinkers.

A couple of years ago in the aftermath of the South Bos-
ton parade, we found ourselves in the unfortunate situation 
of riding the Red Line to the South Shore. The trains were 
packed with highly-inebriated, rowdy, under-age drinkers 
who were drinking openly on the trains and then flinging 
their empties around the train cars, striking other passen-
gers. The platforms resembled war zones, with large-scale 
fights and scores of youths who were passed out left-and-
right.

We realize that everyone wants to relax and have a good 
time on St. Patrick’s Day, but that is no excuse for our pub-
lic safety officials turning a blind eye to underage drinking 
and drinking in public. In addition, for those of us of Irish 
descent, the perception that being “Irish for a day” means 
drinking heavily is highly-insulting.

It is all-but-inevitable that with the high degree of public 
intoxication that is tacitly permitted by our public safety 
officials, there will be a tragedy. We urge our public offi-
cials to take steps ahead of time to stop this annual reign of 
dangerous mass chaos and drunkenness.

If officials in many Florida communities have been able 
to curb the rowdiness of spring-breakers, we can do so here 
on St. Patrick’s Day.

THERE’S AN UPSIDE TO OUR
LOUSY PRO SPORTS TEAMS
When we were younger (from when we were kids 

through our 40s), the adrenaline rush from watching one 
of our local sports teams compete in a big game was some-
thing we looked forward to.

But now that we’re a “bit” older, the thrill of it all has 
made us wary of getting too excited, as every long-time 
diehard Sox, Bruins, Pats, and Celtics fan who has had the 
urge to throw a shoe at the TV screen can attest.

We thought we were unique in our stressed-out 
sports-mindedness when our teams lost a big game, but we 
recently read of a study in the American Journal of Cardi-
ology that found an increase in the rates of cardiovascular 
deaths (and deaths from all causes) in the Los Angeles area 
when the Rams lost to the Pittsburgh Steelers in the 1980 
Super Bowl. The death rates were higher on the day of the 
Super Bowl and the following two weeks compared with 
other days. 

In a study of the 2006 FIFA World Cup, the incidence of 
cardiac emergencies in Bavaria was 2.66 times higher on 
days when the German team played, according to a study in 
the New England Journal of Medicine. These events were 
highest in the quarterfinal, when Germany beat Argentina 
in a penalty shootout. 

Most of the cardiac events occurred in the first two hours 
after the start of matches, though the numbers were higher 
for several hours before and after the contests. It should 
be noted that about 47% of those who had heart attacks 
already had been diagnosed with coronary artery disease 
-- which means older people are more vulnerable to the ef-
fects of a big game.

So yes, it’s been sad to watch the pathetic play of the Sox 
and Pats (and now the Bruins) these past few years after 
their great successes in the era from 2001-2019. But the 
upside to their string of last-place finishes is that we can 
watch a game with no hopes and no expectations -- and thus 
no reason to get stressed-out by the outcome.

To be sure, it is not fun to be on the outside looking in, so 
to speak, when other teams are competing for world cham-
pionships. But on the other hand, fewer of us will be taken 
out on a stretcher to the ER.

CALLING ON 
OUR ELECTED 
REPRESENTATIVES

Dear editor,
I am writing as a resident 

of Winthrop, I’m calling on 
Representative Katherine 
Clark to do more to priori-
tize our health, climate, and 
future. This includes: 

• Stopping efforts to re-
peal the Inflation Reduction 
Act's climate and clean en-
ergy policies that will put us 
on a path to cut climate pol-
lution 40 percent by 2030, 
create 9 million jobs, and 
lower energy prices.

• Blocking the Trump ad-
ministration and unelected 
billionaire Elon Musk from 
cutting vital government 
programs and staff to pay 
for tax cuts for the wealthy.

• Resisting attempts to 
eliminate various environ-
mental protection laws. 

As a concerned grand-
parent climate issues im-
pact me greatly.  We have 
heating and cooling with an 
HVAC system; a good dis-
count through the Inflation 
Reduction Act enabled us to 
install it.  I want everyone to 
be able to get this.

I urge Representative 
Clark to protect people in 
our community over corpo-
rate polluters!

Carol Walker
SUPPORTS NEW 
FIREHOUSE

Dear Editor,
I am writing to voice 

my strong support for the 
proposed new firehouse to 
replace our current, outdat-
ed facility. Our firefighters 
are the backbone of our 
community, responding to 
emergencies at all hours to 
keep us safe. Yet, they are 
working out of a firehouse 
that is in an unacceptable 
condition—deteriorating, 
undersized, and lacking the 
modern infrastructure need-
ed not only for an effective 
emergency response, but for 
the health and safety of our 
firefighters.

The dilapidated condition 
of the existing firehouse 
isn’t just an inconvenience; 
it’s a danger to both them 
and us. I have personally 
experienced the dedication 
of our local firefighters, 
and I have witnessed their 

response to emergencies 
experienced by several of 
my neighbors as well. They 
show up, ready to help us in 
any and all situations.  When 
we need them, we call them, 
and they come.  Every time, 
without fail and without de-
lay.  Yet, when they ask us 
for help, as they did in 2023, 
we let them down.  We turn 
our backs and let them 
know that their health and 
safety do not matter to us.  It 
is disgraceful. 

Despite their profession-
alism and speed, they are 
working under subpar con-
ditions that hinder their abil-
ity to serve us at their best.  
The tax increase is a small 
price to pay for the safety 
of our families and the se-
curity of knowing that help 
will arrive as fast as possi-
ble when we need it most. 
Investing in a new firehouse 
is not just about improving a 
building—it’s about ensur-
ing that our community has 
the best possible emergen-
cy response when disaster 
strikes.

Let’s stand by our fire-
fighters the way they stand 
by us every day.  Please join 
me in voting ‘Yes’ for the 
new firehouse on Saturday, 
April 5th.  Put it on your 
calendar and make a plan to 
vote.

Tracey Honan
Precinct 5

VOTE YES ON 
BALLOT QUESTIONS

Dear Editor,
Our community has an 

important election coming 
up on April 5 (a Saturday). 
As JFK said, “ask not what 
your country can do for 
you, ask what you can do 
for your country”. I implore 
the residents of Winthrop to 
invest in the future of our 
community by voting yes 
on all three ballot questions. 
This will support continued 
services for our students 
and prevent massive staff-
ing cuts and program reduc-
tions. It will also support 
construction of a safe and 
appropriate fire house for 
the people who keep us safe 
in emergencies. Nothing ex-
ists in a vacuum; firefighters 
have children in our schools, 
and teachers who serve our 

students benefit from the 
safety of the new station 
supporting our firefighters. 
When all our community’s 
needs are met everyone in 
the community benefits. 
Please vote yes so that we 
can ensure a bright future 
for our town. investinwin-
throp.com to find out more.

Cassie Witthaus
Precinct 6

WINTHROP SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE URGES 
COMMUNITY TO 
VOTE YES ON 
QUESTIONS 2 AND 
3 TO SECURE THE 
FUTURE OF OUR 
SCHOOLS

Dear Editor,
The future of Winthrop’s 

public schools is at a cross-
roads, and the upcoming 
town vote on April 5 pres-
ents a critical opportuni-
ty to protect the quality of 
education for many years 
to come. We, the Winthrop 
School Committee are urg-
ing residents to vote YES 
on Ballot Questions 2 and 3, 
which will provide essential 
funding to maintain staffing 
levels, preserve academic 
programs, and create finan-
cial stability for the district.

Why This Vote Matters 
Winthrop Public Schools 
(WPS) faces a looming 
budget shortfall that threat-
ens core educational ser-
vices. Without additional 
funding, the district will be 
forced to make severe cuts 
that will negatively impact 
students, families, and the 
community. A YES vote on 
Questions 2 and 3 will en-
sure that WPS can continue 
providing a high-quality ed-
ucation, maintaining criti-
cal programs, and securing 
financial stability for future 
years.

Question 2: Maintain-
ing Educational Excellence 
A YES vote on Question 2 
will provide $3.5 million in 
critical funding for the Fis-
cal Year 2026 (FY26) oper-
ational budget, allowing the 
district to maintain current 
staffing, programs, and es-
sential resources. Without 
this funding, WPS will face:

• The potential loss of 
up to two teacher positions 

per grade (K-8), increasing 
class sizes from 20-22 stu-
dents to 26-32 students.

• Cuts to Advanced Place-
ment (AP) courses, special 
programs, and foreign lan-
guage offerings.

• The elimination of up to 
12 additional staff positions 
across the district.

• The potential loss of 
middle school athletics or 
steep increases in fees for 
participation.

• Reductions in instruc-
tional materials, technolo-
gy, textbooks, and software 
licenses.

• Higher fees for af-
ter-school programs, clubs, 
and extracurricular activi-
ties.

As Superintendent Lisa 
Howard has shared over the 
course of the last year or 
so, this isn’t about adding 
new programs—it’s about 
preserving what we already 
have. Without this override, 
our students will experience 
larger class sizes, fewer 
opportunities, and a dimin-
ished educational experi-
ence.

Question 3: Ensuring 
Long-Term Financial Sta-
bility A YES vote on Ques-
tion 3 will establish a $1.45 
million School Stabilization 
Fund dedicated to future 
school expenses. Rising 
operational costs—such 
as health care (+9.5%) and 
utilities (+8.4%)—have 
placed a significant finan-
cial burden on WPS. This 
stabilization fund will help 
the district manage these in-
creasing costs while allow-
ing for strategic long-term 
planning.

A stabilization fund gives 
us the ability to plan ahead 
and avoid crisis budgeting. 
This is about ensuring that 
Winthrop’s students receive 
the education they deserve.

What Does This Mean 
for Taxpayers? The cost 
of these measures is a rea-
sonable investment in the 
town’s future. Based on the 
averaged Winthrop assessed 
home value of $697,309, 
the estimated quarterly 
costs are:

• Question 2: $160
• Question 3: $66
Communities that invest 

See LETTERS Page 5
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To place a memoriam in the 
Winthrop Transcript, 

please call 781-485-0588 

OBITUARIES
Anna (Ann) Belmonte

Full of love, laughter and resilience, she 
touched the lives of all who knew her

Anna (Ann) M. (Vis-
co) Belmonte of Winthrop 
passed away comfortably 
at her home on March 6th, 
in her 95th year, surrounded 
by her family.

She was the loving wife 
of the late Aldo Belmonte, 
a role she cherished deeply. 
Ann was the devoted mother 
of Steven Belmonte and his 
wife, Eliane, Anita Belmon-
te and the late Robert Du-
rante, Dianne Belmonte and 
her partner, Peter Hebert and 
loving grandmother of Stel-
la DeAlbuquerque-Montal-
vao, all of Winthrop. She 
was predeceased by her 
beloved parents, Filomeno 
and Assunta Visco, her dear 
siblings: sister Florence and 
her husband, Angelo Ser-
afini and her brothers: Al-
phonse Visco and Anthony 
and his wife, Nancy Visco; 
loving aunt of Gloria and 
Frank Giammanco of Bos-
ton, Dan and Karen Serafini 
of South Carolina, Anthony 
Visco of Saugus, Linda Vis-
co of Saugus, and the late 
Rhonda and Richard Serafi-
ni of East Boston; cherished 
great-aunt of Michelle Sou-
sa and her husband, Virgil, 
Lisa Giammanco, Jennifer 
Giangregorio, Melissa Gi-
angregorio, Ralph and Sta-
cey Giangregorio, Laura 
Visco, Michelle Visco and 
Tylor Sousa. Ann leaves 
behind many dear cousins 
and treasured friends, her 
extended family, whom she 
loved dearly. 

Ann was a devoted moth-
er who loved raising her 
family and spending time 
with her nieces and neph-
ews. She loved people and 
warmly welcomed every-

one to her home. Ann was 
a terrific cook who enjoyed 
hosting many holiday gath-
erings and the annual 4th 
of July celebrations with 
family and friends. Ann 
had a fondness for old mov-
ies, with Now Voyager, An 
Affair to Remember, and 
Moonstruck being among 
her favorites. She held 
dear spending time on her 
deck surrounded by family, 
friends, and her beloved Mr. 
Buddy.

Full of love, laughter and 
resilience, she touched the 
lives of all who knew her. 
She was a wonderful moth-
er who was there when we 
needed her most, offering 
abundant support, wisdom 
and love. She was our shin-
ing star, always a smile on 
her face and an appreciation 
for life.  Ann will be deeply 
missed but her love, kind-
ness, and wonderful sense 
of humor will forever stay 
in our hearts.

Ann’s funeral services 
have passed. Please go to 
www.ruggieromh.com for 
more information. In lieu of 
flowers, please make dona-
tions in Ann’s name to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Research 
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 
Memphis, TN 38105.

In Loving Memory of 
Jennifer M. Casey

2.21.1981- 3.10.2005

We all Love & Miss you Fafa, 

Memorial Mass will be held on 
Saturday, April 5 @ 4pm

St. John’s Church, 320 Winthrop St. , Winthrop, 02152

We thought of you with love today,
But that is nothing new.

We thought about you yesterday
And days before that, too.
We think of you in silence.
We often speak your name.

Now all we have are memories
And your picture in a frame.
Your memory is our keepsake
With which we’ll never part.
God has you in his keeping.
We have you in our hearts.

Eunice Ivaldi Capobianco
Cherished mother, grandmother and great 

grandmother
It is with deep sorrow that 

we announce the passing of 
Eunice Ivaldi Capobian-
co, born in Boston, May 6, 
1922. She was a cherished 
mother, grandmother and 
great grandmother.  

The beloved daughter of 
Atilio and Angelina Ivaldi 
departed this life on Feb-
ruary 22, 2025, leaving be-
hind a legacy of love and 
devotion.

Eunice was a dedicated 
mother to her two daugh-
ters, Joanne Bigley (Jack) 
of Winthrop and Patricia 
Melendez (Hugo) of Mi-
ami, FL. Her family was her 
greatest joy, and she took 
immense pride in her role 
as a grandmother to Steven 
Bigley and Jacqueline Big-
ley Feudo both of Winthrop 
and Karina and Kenny Me-
lendez of Miami. Eunice’s 
heart was also filled with 
love for her great grandchil-
dren, Sabrina (deceased) 
and Max Feudo of Win-
throp.  

Throughout her life, Eu-
nice was known for being 
the Life of the Party. She 
created cherished memories 
for all who had the privilege 
of knowing her.

She had a long, beautiful 

life and passed peacefully at 
home at the age of 102.

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date.

“May their memory be 
a blessing to us all, and 
may we find comfort in the 
promise  of eternal life.”

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

In Loving Memory of

Joanne Capprini
11th Anniversary

Eleven Years have come and gone 
Yet in our hearts you linger on. 

Though time has passed, the love remains, 
A silent bond that still sustains. 

In memory’s light, your never far, 
Forever with us, like a star. 

Happy Birthday 3/15
We love & miss you everyday Mom

March 19, 2014 — March 19, 2025

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

News Brief // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Letters // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

responsibly, refrain from al-
cohol consumption and un-
ruly behavior on the MBTA, 
secure personal belongings, 
and report suspicious activi-
ty. Bikes will not be allowed 
on the MBTA during the 
parade. The MBTA encour-
ages riders to use their See 
Say App to discreetly report 
concerns.

The MBTA is empha-
sizing the importance of 
respecting public spaces 
and avoiding vandalism or 
disorderly conduct, which 
can create safety hazards 
and divert resources. They 
urge riders to follow staff 
instructions and seek med-
ical attention when needed. 
The MBTA leadership, in-

cluding Transportation Sec-
retary Monica Tibbits-Nutt 
and General Manager Phil-
lip Eng, highlight the com-
mitment to ensuring a safe 
and enjoyable experience 
for all.

For detailed service in-
formation and safety tips, 
riders can visit mbta.com/
StPatricksDay or follow 
the MBTA on social media. 
The MBTA, in collabora-
tion with Keolis Commuter 
Services, aims to provide 
reliable and efficient trans-
portation for all parade 
attendees, encouraging ev-
eryone to leave their cars 
at home and utilize public 
transit.

in education see long-term 
benefits, including higher 
home values, stronger lo-
cal economies, and safer 
neighborhoods. By support-
ing this override, Winthrop 
residents will be invest-
ing in the future success 
of students and the overall 
well-being of the town.  Our 
schools are more than just 
places of learning—they are 
the foundation of our com-
munity. If we don’t act now, 
we risk seeing the quality of 
our education decline. This 
is a defining moment for 
Winthrop.

We encourage all resi-
dents to vote YES on Ques-
tions 2 and 3 on April 5. By 
approving these measures, 
the community can ensure 
that students continue to 

receive a strong education, 
teachers have the resources 
they need, and the district 
remains financially stable in 
the years ahead.

For more information 
on the override and how it 
will impact Winthrop Public 
Schools, visit InvestInWin-
throp.com. Together, we can 
secure a brighter future for 
Winthrop’s children.

Sincerely,
The Winthrop School 

Committee
Jennifer Powell, Chair

Julie Barry, Vice-Chair
Jim Letterie, Town 
Council Chairman
Suzanne Leonard

Gus Martucci
Layne Petrie

Zachary Purinton

City of Chelsea announces 
250th anniversary of the 
Battle of Chelsea Creek

Special to the Transcript

This Memorial Day 
Weekend, the Chelsea com-
munity and visitors from 
across the state can expe-
rience a once-in-a-lifetime 
celebration of the 250th 
Anniversary of the Battle 
of Chelsea Creek, the first 
naval battle of the American 
Revolution. 

"The City of Chelsea 
is a grateful recipient of a 
MA250 grant that will di-
rectly fund a series of free, 
all-ages, community events 
centered around the Battle 
of Chelsea Creek over Me-
morial Day Weekend,” said 
City Manager Fidel Mal-
tez. “The Battle of Chelsea 
Creek is an often-over-
looked chapter in our na-
tion's history, and we’re 
excited to use the State's 
support to deepen our com-
munity’s understanding of 
this pivotal event. In col-
laboration with East Boston 
and partner organizations, 
we will present an exciting 
weekend of cultural pro-
gramming, including the 
docking of a historic 1894 
schooner, the SSV Ernesti-
na-Morrissey, for the gener-
al public to board.”

Jonathan Lane of Revolu-
tion 250 said it is inspiring 
to see these communities 
come together for such an 
important event as the 250th 
Anniversary of the Battle of 
Chelsea Creek. 

“Though these commu-
nities' demographics have 
changed over the past 250 
years, the ideals that the 
Provincial soldiers fought 
for—liberty, independence, 
and self-determination—re-
main a vibrant part of our 
lives,” said Lane.

Genesis Pimentel, Com-
memoration Commission 
Manager, said the 250th 
anniversary of the Battle 
of Chelsea Creek is an op-
portunity to honor and illu-
minate a pivotal yet often 
overlooked chapter in our 

nation’s history,
"This commemoration 

allows us to reflect on the 
resilience and sacrifices of 
those who fought for our na-
tion’s independence while 
deepening our collective 
understanding of the Rev-
olutionary War’s impact on 
our region,” said Pimentel. 
“We are proud to support 
efforts that bring history to 
life and celebrate the rich 
heritage of the Chelsea and 
East Boston communities.”

The celebrations will take 
place in Chelsea and East 
Boston during the Memorial 
Day weekend, with a main 
celebration on Saturday, 
May 24,  from 11:00 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at Port Park, 99 
Marginal St, Chelsea, that 
will offer an exciting lineup 
of historical programming 
and activities for all ages, 
including artillery demon-
stration, Revolutionary-Era 
Militia Encampment, food 
vendors, a beer garden, and 
more. 

The SSV Ernestina-Mor-
rissey, an 1894 schooner 
from the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy, will be 
coming back to Chelsea’s 
port after more than two 
decades for residents and 
visitors to explore as part of 
Saturday’s events. 

Simultaneously occur-
ring with Saturday’s Port 
Park festivities,  Governor 
Bellingham-Cary House 
Museum will open its doors 
to the community for free 
Open Houses where every-
one can explore this histor-
ical site with special access 
to the museum's exhibits 
and stories from Chelsea’s 
past.

Additional festivities 
during the Memorial Day 
weekend include a 90-min-
ute guided boat tour through  
Mill Creek and Boston bay 
provided by Boston Harbor 
Now, in partnership with 
National Park Services, 

See CHELSEA CREEK Page 6

Debra Mae ‘Dixie’ Richard
Of Malden

Debra Mae “Dixie” 
Richard, 68, passed away 
on March 8, 2025, in Win-
throp, Massachusetts. The 
daughter of Gene and Leno-
ra (Bradley) Richard. Debra 
was born and raised in Mal-
den.  She lived a life filled 
with love, laughter, and 
cherished moments with 
family and friends. 

Debra worked as a Hear-
ings Officer for the Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles in 
Boston before retiring in 
2021.   Beyond her pro-
fessional life, Debra found 
joy in simple pleasures and 
treasured traditions and will 
be remembered by many as 
“the life of the party”.  She 
loved spending Tuesday 
nights with the girls, cre-
ating intricate diamond art 
pieces, soaking up the sun 
at the beach, dancing to her 
favorite tunes, and hosting 
lively card nights filled with 
laughter, camaraderie, and 
mimosas. These moments, 
and everyone she shared 
them with, brought her im-
mense happiness.

She is lovingly remem-
bered by her children: Le-
nora Dever and husband 
Paul of Wilmington, Jen-
nifer Melanson of Malden, 
Scott Croscup Jr. and wife 
Sheila of Abington, her be-
loved grandchildren Adam 
Dever, Luke Dever, Aidan 
Labillois and Jeffery Buck-
ley.  She also leaves behind 
her sister Jean and husband 
Phil Johnson of Sandwich, 
twin brother Daniel Richard 
and Diane Hatfield of NH, 

and Gary Richard and wife 
Lori of AL. as well as many 
other loving nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, godchildren, 
and dearest friends. Her 
companion Michael Behen 
was a cherished presence in 
her life.

Debra was predeceased 
by her parents, her husband 
Joseph C. Melanson and her 
siblings Lorraine Keenan, 
Mark Richard, Thomas 
Richard and Marcella Rich-
ard Araujo.

Her warmth, kindness, 
and vibrant spirit will be 
deeply missed by all who 
knew her. May her memory 
bring comfort to those who 
loved her.

Visitation for Debra will 
be held at the Weir-Mac-
Cuish Golden Rule Funeral 
Home, 144 Salem St. Mal-
den on Thursday March 
13th from 4-8 pm. Funer-
al services will be held the 
following day Friday March 
14th at St. Joseph’s Parish 
in Malden at 11:00 am.  In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made in her memory 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Re-
search Hospital. 
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 Ice cream is always a Ice cream is always a

WE AREWE AREWE ARE OPENOPENOPEN

196A Hagman Rd. 196A Hagman Rd. Winthrop CenterWinthrop Center

Winter hours 
Mon — SUN 3pm - 9pm

We deliver 
in winthrop!

no deliv. fee | $10 min. order

We deliver We deliver 
in winthrop!in winthrop!

857-349-6014857-349-6014

great idea!great idea!great idea!
A percentage  

of our gross sales 

for the month of March 

will be donated to  

the Winthrop Lady 
Vikings Varsity

 Hockey Team

GREAT IDEAGREAT IDEAGREAT IDEAGREAT IDEA

GreenRoots, and the Mys-
ticWater Association. There 
will be an opportunity to 
sign up for the boat tour as 
the celebration nears.

“Sharing the stories and 
commemoration of the Rev-
olutionary War of America 
belongs to all of us,” said 
Rebecca Smerling, Direc-
tor of Programs for Bos-
ton Harbor Now. “Boston 
Harbor and its surrounding 
communities played an in-
tegral role in the War, and 
Boston Harbor Now is look-
ing forward to animating the 
commemoration of the Bat-
tle of Chelsea Creek with a 
harbor cruise, allowing for a 
new perspective on this bat-
tle and providing additional 
access to Boston Harbor.”

GreenRoots Executive 

Director Roseann Bon-
giovanni said her organi-
zation is excited to partner 
with the City of Chelsea and 
others on a boat tour com-
memorating the Battle of 
the Chelsea Creek.  

“The colonists won this 
historic battle, yet there is 
little to celebrate that victo-
ry or to recognize Chelsea's 
role in the Revolutionary 
War.  Yet the colonists lost 
the Battle of Bunker Hill 
and we have monuments 
and bridges named for it and 
a holiday in Boston,” she 
said. “It's time for Chelsea 
Creek to gain the respect it 
deserves.”

For more information and 
a full schedule of activities, 
please visit www.chelsea-
prospers.org.

Chelsea Creek // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

WINTHROP STUDENTS, TEACHERS CELEBRATE READ ACROSS AMERICA

From March 3 - March 
8th, 2025, Winthrop Public 
Schools celebrated “Read 
Across America” Week! 
National Reading Month 
kicked off with the celebra-

tion of Dr. Seuss’ birthday 
on March 2, and encourages 
schools to support a love of 
reading for young learners 
throughout the entire month 
of March.

To celebrate, the admin-
istration and teachers at the 
William P. Gorman Fort 
Banks(GFB) encouraged 
students to have fun with 
their attire by dressing up 
in honor of Dr. Seuss’ lit-
erary classics. On Monday 
students wore silly socks 
for “Fox in Socks;” Tues-
day, fun hats honoring “Cat 
in the Hat;” Wednesday, 
wacky clothes and hair for 
“Wacky Wednesday,” and 
on Thursday they wore their 
favorite college or vacation 
t-shirt for “Oh, the Places 
You’ll Go!” The week con-
cluded with “Dress Like 
Your Favorite Book Char-
acter,” and students got 
creative paying homage to 
Harry Potter, Eloise, Dorthy 
from the Wizard of Oz and 
Mo Willems’ Pigeon. 

Over at the high school, 
the Little Vikings Preschool 
invited guest readers from 
our community to sit in on 
the fun and read their fa-

The Little Vikings wrapped up Read Across America Week with guest reader Superintendent 
Lisa Howard reading “Green Eggs and Ham.” After the story, the kids voted on whether they’d 
like green eggs and ham if given the chance to try it, five said “yes” and 13 said “no.”

Officer Joyce from the Winthrop Police Department reading to 
The Little Vikings.

vorite books to the emerg-
ing readers. Guest readers 
included: high school guid-
ance counselor Mrs. Partie, 
Officer Joyce from the Win-

throp Police Department, 
Gorman Fort Banks Prin-
cipal Mrs. Reynolds, Joel 
Johnson from the US Army 
and concluded with a read-

ing from Winthrop Public 
Schools Superintendent 
Lisa Howard.

Logan Emanuele with “Caps for Sale!”

GFB Students (left to right) Joie Piccinni, Macie DeBisz, Niamh 
McAughey and Nora Murrin dressing as their favorite book 
characters.

Little Vikings Teacher Andrea Sullivan, WHS Graduate and 
Army National Guard Specialist Joel Johnson, his mother and 
teacher Robin Fowle and Acacia Lynch.

Winthrop High School Students do a special craft with the pre-
schoolers  as part of their special Child Growth and Develop-
ment class. This course includes practical field rotations in the 
preschool program.

Kindergarten students wearing their “Wacky Socks!” 

Little Vikings students show their hot air balloon craft for “Oh, The Places You’ll Go!”
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Hockey // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SportsSports

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;    
Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, MARCH 13TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY MARCH 19TH 2025

Best Yet Imported Cooked Ham .................. $5.99/lb
Carando Prosciutto ..................................... $12.99/lb
Dietz & Watson Black Forest 
Smoked Turkey Breast ............................... $10.99/lb
Land O' Lakes American Cheese ................... $5.99/lb
Corner Shop Golden Roasted 
Chicken Breast .................................................$7.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, March 14th through Sunday, March 16th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Fresh Leafy Green Cabbage ..............................49¢/lb
Fresh Tender Green Asparagus ....................$1.99/lb
Tropical Golden Sweet Pineapples ...................$2.99
Fresh & Sweet Greenhouse 
Grown Orange Bell Peppers .......................... $2.99/lb
Fresh & Sweet Greenhouse 
Grown Yellow Bell Peppers ............................ $2.99/lb
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2 lb bag ....................$1.29
Fresh & Sweet Seedless Clementine's 3 lb bag .....$3.99

BAKERY
Ciabatta Bread ....................................................$2.99
Our Own Brownies Chocolate Chip or Walnut......$3.99

DELI
Carolina Deluxe Turkey Breast ..................... $6.99/lb

PRODUCE
Fresh & Sweet Premium Seedless Red Grapes ....$1.99/lb
Fresh & Sweet Premium Seedless Green Grapes ..$1.99/lb

MEAT
Grade A Boneless Chicken Breast ..............$2.99/lb

GROCERY
Bet Yet Ice Cream ...........................................2/$6.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

We will have point and flat cut 
corned beef available for St. Patrick’s Day

London Broil Beef Shoulder Steaks ........... $4.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters ....................$1.09/lb
Grade A Boneless Chicken Thighs ..............$2.99/lb
Oscar Mayer Bacon 16 oz ................................ $6.99
Al Fresco Chicken Sausages ....................... 2/$8.00
Matlaws Stuffed Clams .................................... $6.99

Chicken of the Sea Solid White Canned Tuna ...10/$10.00
Celeste Pizza ............................................. 10/$10.00
Life Cereal ........................................................2/$4.00
Best Yet K-Cups .................................................$3.99
Capri Sun Drinks 10 pk .................................2/$6.00
Barilla Pasta ....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)
Classico Pasta Sauce ....................................2/$4.00
Mott's Applesauce 6 pk ................................2/$6.00
Snack Pack Puddings ......................................4/$5.00
V-8 Splash  ......................................................2/$6.00
McCain's French Fries ...................................2/$6.00
Kellogg's Eggo Waffles ...................................2/$6.00

(ex: Thick & Fluffy)
Planet Oat Milk ............................................... 2/$5.00
Hood Cottage Cheese 5.3 oz ........................4/$5.00
Oui French Style Yogurt ................................ 2/$3.00

Bakery
White Pizza Dough .......................................... 2/$5.00
Juniors Lil Fella Cheese Cakes.......................2/$6.00
5" Boston Cream Cake ........................................$6.99

S p o n s o r e d  b yS p o n s o r e d  b y

Love Unleashed Winthrop        @LoveUnleashedWinthrop

Winthrop skated past a Lit-
tleton team before a capaci-
ty crowd at Loring Arena in 
Framingham.

Dom Spinale, assisted 
by Nick Romano and Luke 
Githinji, made it 2-0 in the 
second period. The line of 
Joe Pumphret (1 goal, 2 
assists), Phil Boncore, and 
Mike Holgersen produced 
the third goal, with Pumpret, 
he of the triple-OT heroics, 
getting the lamplighter.

Benefiting from another 
tremendous show of support 
from its student body, the 
Winthrop hockey team took 
down No. 1-seed Stoneham 
in rather stunning fashion.

The schools have become 
good football rivals, with 
Stoneham enjoying a slight 
edge, but the key hockey 
battle – with a berth in the 
state finals at stake - went to 
Winthrop in a landslide.

Displaying a tough-to-
contain combination of 
superior speed and stick-
handling, Holgersen gave 
Winthrop the early edge. 
Holgersen’s persistence 
paid off with a power play 
goal, assisted by linemate 
Boncore.

Sophomore Joe Pumphret 
made it 2-0 after one period, 
assisted by Nikita Rossi.

Boncore started the sec-
ond period with a power 
play goal, assisted by Paul 
Ferrara. Stoneham closed 

the gap to 3-1 and its fans 
tried to energize their team. 
But just 22 seconds later, 
Boncore struck again for 
his second goal of the peri-
od, assisted by Ferrara and 
Pumphret.

Nick Romano all but 
punched Winthrop’s invi-
tation to the state champi-
onship game with his goal, 
assisted by Ferrara.

And now, a season that 
begin with high hopes in 
November, moves on to 
Boston for a game on the 
biggest stage there is in high 
school sports.

Staying focused on the 
prize

Dale Dunbar said the fo-
cus is only on the present 
and Sunday’s showdown 
versus Dedham.

“You know what happens 
when you start going over 
history, you forget about the 
present. I’m not living in 
the past. All that matters is 
Sunday. We have three pe-
riods of hockey left to play 
and they have to be our best 
three,” said Dunbar. “We’re 
sticking to our structure and 
our discipline. As long as 
we do that, we’ll have an 
opportunity to win.”

Norris was part of last 
trip to Garden

Assistant coach Mike 
Norris was a member of the 
last Winthrop High hock-
ey team that made it to the 

Boston Garden.
“Our 1981 team played at 

the Garden, recalled Norris 
this week. “We drew a first-
round bye, beat Billerica, 
5-1, but lost to Acton-Box-
boro (6-2). That was my 
senior year. It seems like a 
lifetime ago, but I remem-
ber the experience like it 
was yesterday.”

Acton-Boxboro was led 
by goaltender Tom Barras-
so, who won two Stanley 
Cups with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Bob Sweeney, 
who later played for the 
Boston Bruins, and Allen 
Borbeau, who went on to 
star at Harvard University.

By Cary Shuman

Dan Panciocco was the 
captain of the 1976 Dedham 
High School hockey team. 
That team lost to Braintree 
in the Division 1 quarter-
finals at the Garden. Had 
Dedham won that game, it 
would have played Win-
throp in the Eastern Mass. 
finals.

As Vikings fans all know, 
Winthrop went on to defeat 
Braintree and Springfield 
Cathedral to win the 1976 
Division 1 state champion-
ship.

Forty-nine years later, 
Dan Panciocco finally gets 
his shot to play Winthrop 

at the Garden as the sec-
ond-year head coach of 
Dedham High School.

“It’s kind of like a cycle 
for me – it’s Dedham-Win-
throp again,” said Pancioc-
co, a retired 32-year officer 
and detective in the Ded-
ham Police Department.

Panciocco’s team, that 
includes eight seniors, has 
been on a tremendous roll 
in the MIAA Tournament. 
The Marauders have scored 
19 goals in four games and 
its goaltender, Noel Adams, 
the Tri Valley League Large 
Division MVP, has posted 
three shutouts (over Rock-
land, Dover Sherborn, and 
Hudson) and allowed only 

one goal for an 0.25 GAA. 
“We’re peaking,” said 

Panciocco. “We’ve been 
playing very well in the 
tournament. I’m happy with 
the effort. I’ve got great se-
nior leadership. We made 
a couple of adjustments 
(moving senior, two-year 
captain, Brian Dunne, from 
defense to offense), and we 
just caught on fire. The last 
four playoff games, we’ve 
given up only one goal. 
Hudson had not been shut 
out all year. We were the 
first team to shut them out.”

Senior forward Timmy 
Holton is Dedham’s leading 
scorer, netting two goals in 
the 5-0 victory over Hudson 

in the semifinals.
Dedham is in Division 

4 and plays a tough sched-
ule against higher-division 
Tri-Valley League teams. 
In fact, Medfield, is playing 
in the Division 3 state final 
Sunday. This season Ded-
ham defeated Norwood for 
the first time in 20 years.

“Tri-Valley is a tough 
league with Division 2-3 
teams,” said Panciooco, 
noting that his team is un-
defeated against Division 4 
opponents.

Like Winthrop head 
coach Dale Dunbar, who 
played on two NEC cham-
pionship teams for the Vi-
kings and at BU, Panciocco 

went on to attend New Prep 
and ULowell, which was 
then a Division 2 program 
under coach Bill Riley.

“I know that Dale played 
at BU and in the NHL,” said 
Panciocco. “And we saw 
the coaches [Mike Norris 
and Mike Eruzione] on the 
bench when they played 
Stoneham – your coaching 
staff is well-recognized and 
highly regarded.”

Panciocco said Dedham 
fans are excited about the 
chance to bring home the 
school’s first-ever state 
championship.

“The town support has 
been unbelievable. Ded-
ham’s never gotten this far,” 

said Panciocco. “My 1976 
team, the 1966 and 1967 
teams, got to the semifinals, 
but we’re the first to get to 
the finals. It’s a history thing 
for us.”

Paniciocco expects a 
close, hard-fought game on 
Sunday.

“Winthrop’s a great 
team,” said Panciocco. 
“They’re going to be hard to 
beat. It’s going to be a tough 
game. I don’t see either side 
winning in a blowout. We 
know one thing: Winthrop 
will be ready to play hard. 
Hey, they’re the favorites. 
They’re the higher seed. We 
are the underdogs.”

Matchup years in the making
Dedham is a red-hot opponent hoping to make its own history
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10 years ago
March 12, 2015
One of the greatest sea-

sons in Winthrop High 
School athletic history end-
ed Tuesday afternoon on the 
Celtics’ famed parquet floor 
at the TD Garden in Boston. 
The WHS girls basketball 
team, coming off successive 
wins over Catholic Central 
League powerhouses St. 
Mary’s of Lynn and Bishop 
Fenwick to claim the Divi-
sion 3 North title, fell short 
of a CCL triple-knockout, 
losing to powerful Arch-
bishop Williams, 47-34, in 
the Division 3 state semifi-
nals. Archbishop Williams 
has two Division 1 col-
lege players in its lineup, 
6-foot-3-inch center Jaylen 
Williams (Penn State) and 
6-foot-guard Alana Gilmer 
(Virginia Tech) and it was 
the latter’s 20 points -- 10 in 
the fourth quarter -- that ulti-
mately kept Winthrop from 
advancing to Saturday’s 
state final in Worcester. 

Senior Kristen Siscaman-
is, who emerged as one of 
the state’s best basketball 
players this season, led the 
Vikings with 16 points, 
(4-of-4 from the line) and 
11 rebounds. Junior center 
Nina Bartlette had seven 
points. Sophomore guard 
Ally Love had five points, 
including a three-pointer 
early in the fourth quarter 
that closed the margin to 
31-27 and ignited the large 
Winthrop rooting section. 
Senior forward Maura Lan-
za, one of the unsung heroes 
in the Lady Vikings’ 21-4 
season, had four points and 
was part of an excellent de-
fensive effort that held Wil-
liams to 29 points for three 
quarters before Gilmer ex-
ploded in the fourth. Senior 
point guard Niki Tsiotos had 
two points and it was her 
leadership at the defensive 
end that helped hold Gilmer 
in check for three quarters. 
Senior Poli Tsiotos and ju-
nior Jaida Hightower also 

played well in the Winthrop 
girls’ first trip to the semi-
finals since 1993. Along 
the way to the Garden, the 
Lady Vikings defeated de-
fending state champion 
St. Mary’s, 47-44, in the 
semifinals. Siscamanis was 
superb with 19 points and 
seven rebounds. The game 
was a rematch of last year’s 
North final. Niki Tsiotos 
was immense on defense, 
helping  Winthrop contain 
St. Mary’s freshman guard 
Marnelle Garraud. The 
Lady Vikings then earned a 
hard-fought 36-35 win over 
Fenwick in the North final 
Saturday. Siscamanis and 
Bartlette led the Vikings 
with 12 points apiece. Love 
hit two three-pointers for six 
points. Niki Tsiotos (4), Poli 
Tsiotos (2), and Maura Lan-
za also played well for the 
Vikings who held on for the 
thrilling victory that earned  
them a trip to the Garden.

LLeenntt  &&  EEaasstteerr  22002255  aatt  SStt..  MMiicchhaaeell  tthhee  AArrcchhaannggeell  PPaarriisshh  

AAsshh  WWeeddnneessddaayy  Masses are at 7:00am, 9:00am, 3:00pm, and 7:00pm 
March 5 Logan Airport Chapel: 10:30am - 11:30am Ash Distribution only 

  

SSttaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  CCrroossss March 7, 14, 21, 28 and April 4 at 7:00pm 

 Friday, April 11: “Living Stations” drama by teens at 7:00pm 
 Palm Sunday, April 13: “Living Stations” drama by teens at 7:00pm 
  

SStt..  JJoosseepphh  TTaabbllee  Join us for this festive traditional gathering after the 10:00am Mass. 

March 23 
 

**PPaarriisshh  MMiissssiioonn** “PPrraayyiinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  SSaaiinnttss””      77::0000ppmm        UUppppeerr  CChhuurrcchh 
March 24-26 Take some time for yourself this Lent by coming to hear great speakers and enjoy moving music. 

Please bring your friends and family. If you cannot make it, our mission will be live streamed. 
 

MMoonnddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2244   ““SStt..  FFaauussttiinnaa””  Speaker & Sacrament of Penance 
TTuueessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2255  ““SStt..  BBeenneeddiicctt””  Speaker & Eucharistic Adoration  
WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2266  ””SStt..  IIggnnaattiiuuss””  Speaker & Holy Mass  

Reception to follow in the Parish Lower Church. 
 

CCoonnffeessssiioonnss  Thursdays 5:00pm-6:00pm during Eucharistic Adoration (Upper Church), 

Fridays after 9:00am Mass (Lower Church), Saturdays 3:00pm-3:45pm (Upper Church), 
and Holy Saturday (April 19) 3:00pm-4:00pm, or at the Parish Center by appointment 

 

EEuucchhaarriissttiicc   Monday 9:30-10:30am (Lower Church), Thursdays 5:00pm-7:00pm (Upper Church) 

AAddoorraattiioonn   
  

DDaaiillyy  MMaassss  Monday through Saturday 9:00am (Lower Church) 

  
HHoollyy  WWeeeekk  &&  EEaasstteerr  SScchheedduullee  

  PPaallmm  SSuunnddaayy  VViiggiill,,  AApprriill  1122    Mass at 4:00pm 
  PPaallmm  SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprriill  1133    Masses at 8:00am, 10:00am, 11:00am, 12 Noon, & 5:00pm 

      “Living Stations” drama by teens at 7:00pm 

  HHoollyy  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  AApprriill  1177    Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm  

  GGoooodd  FFrriiddaayy,,  AApprriill  1188    Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross at 7:00pm  

HHoollyy  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  1199    Confessions heard 3:00 -4:00pm  
Easter Vigil Mass at 7:00pm, featuring trumpet music 

EEaasstteerr  SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprriill  2200    Masses:  -8:00am 
-10:00am Family Mass featuring trumpet music  

and followed by Easter Egg Hunt, 
   -11:00am 

-12 Noon   (no 5:00pm Mass) 

WHS SPORTS THROUGH THE YEARS

Shop LocalShop Local
Dining• Shopping • Workout • Home BaseDining• Shopping • Workout • Home Base

The Winthrop Transcript will be publishing a once a month shop local busi-
ness listings. We will feature one business a month  with a short bio.

3x2 Advertisement
 $5000 12 Month Commitment

Contact Maureen DiBella 781-485-0588 ext 103 or email    
mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

Sized to Scale: 87%

YOUR 
BUSINESS

HERE

King of the Crease
Donahue seeks a state title
for team and family history

By Cary Shuman

Senior goaltender and 
captain Michael Donahue 
has a direct connection 
to the last Winthrop High 
School team that won a state 
hockey championship.

 His uncle, Sean Dona-
hue, was a member of the 
1976 Vikings that went 26-
0-1 and brought home the 
Division 1 state champion-
ship.

“I’m proud of him for that 
[accomplishment],” said 
Michael after practice Mon-
day. “It would been great 
for the last two Donahues to 
be on two state champion-
ship teams, so we’re going 
to try to make that happen.”

One could sense the an-
ticipation and emotion in 
Donahue’s voice as he talk-
ed about the game at the 
Garden.

“It feels great. All the 
boys are excited to play at 
TD Garden, and winning a 
state championship would 
mean so much to the whole 
team, the coaches, and this 
whole town,” said Donahue. 

He said the Vikings’ suc-
cess on defense in the tour-
nament has been a team-
wide effort.

“It’s a credit to the de-
fensive four in front of me 
playing so well – Paul Fer-
rara, Nikita Rossi, Aidan 
Survilas, and Ricky Mack-

enzie -they’re just making 
it easy for me,” said Dona-
hue. “I just have to make the 
saves I have to make.”

The Larsen Experience 
Donahue’s first two tour-

nament games at Larsen 
Rink were particularly up-
lifting as the student rooting 
section was situated adja-
cent to the Winthrop net for 
various periods.

“When all your friends 
and family come down 
to support you, it feels so 
good,” related Donahue. “It 
just fires you up. It makes 
you play even better.”

Moving on from 
the shootout

Last season ended in a 

controversial shootout loss 
to Dover Sherborn. 

“After losing in the states 
last year, it just made me 
work even harder, and I’m 
excited for Sunday,” said 
Donahue, who attended a 
goaltending clinic last sum-
mer as part of his off-season 
workouts.

The matchup of 
netminders

Donahue is aware that 
Dedham goalie Noel Adams 
is having a teriffic post-sea-
son that rivals Donahue 
himself.

“I know the Dedham 
goalie is very good, but the 
way we’re playing, I think 
we can get a lot on him,” 
said Donahue. 

Has the season met his 
expectations to-date?

“We still have a state 
championship on the line, 
and if we win that, it will 
definitely meet it [expecta-
tions],” said Donahue.

Donahue began playing 
goalie early in his youth 
hockey career.

“I’ve been a goalie since 
probably seven years old,” 
said Donahue. “One day, 
they needed a goalie, and 
I just strapped on the pads 
and I’ve been doing very 
well since then.  I’ve been 
playing hockey with the ma-
jority of these [Winthrop] 
guys since I was a Mite.”

 Phil Boncore: Winthrop’s Mr. March 
By Cary Shuman

Of all the post-season 
quotes by high school 
hockey stars in the Boston 
newspapers this March, we 
enjoyed the one most by se-
nior captain Phil Boncore 
after the Vikings’ 5-1 victo-
ry over No. 1 seed, Stone-

ham.
“It’s a huge deal. They’re 

here for us, and I love it. 
I’m speechless.” Boncore 
told the Boston Herald in 
appreciation of  the large 
Winthrop student rooting 
section on hand in Chelms-
ford.

Boncore has always been 
a confident spokesperson 
for his team during inter-
views with the Sun-Tran-
script. It’s an admirable 
quality that will bode well 
in his future career.

Case in point. Boncore 
was asked about his torrid 
offensive performance in 
the post-season a la Reggie 
Jackson, the Yankees’ Mr. 
October, and he deflect-
ed, saying, “My line is just 
doing what we need to do. 
We’re finding each other at 
the right times, and we’ve 
all been in the right spots at 
the right times.”

 Then asked specifical-
ly what he likes about his 

linemates Mike Holgersen 
and Joe Pumphret, Boncore 
said a bit self-effacingly, 
“They’re both wicked fast, 
and I’m not going to lie, I’m 
not the fastest guy out there, 
so they’re kind of doing ev-
erything for me.”

An NEC All-Star line-
backer in football, he under-
stands the philosophy that 
defenses wins champion-
ships.

“[Michael] Donahue has 
been great for us. He’s been 
keeping us in games and 
been locking it down back 
there,” credited Boncore.

Asked if he thought Win-
throp could return to the 
Final Four following such a 
tough loss in a shootout to 
Dover-Sherborn, Boncore 
said, “Absolutely. I know 
we lost some key guys, 
but with the closeness of 
the guys we have here, ev-
eryone that was still here 
wanted the same thing, and 
we’re close to it.”

Winthrop’s All-NEC goalten-
der Michael Donahue is pic-
tured Monday after practice 
at Larsen Rink.
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MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.
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The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(emerAlD necklAce Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mAss/cAss Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working grouP Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 

BOOK YOUR POST ITCall Your 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)Undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

All month longAll month long
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 
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you TODAY!
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent
Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000

Offered by: Dan ClucasDan Clucas
(617) 548-7716 30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrssMon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise

T h e  N o r T h  e N d
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W W W. n O RT H E n D R E G I O n A L R E V I E W. C O M

E D I T O R @ R E V E R E J O U R n A L . C O M

PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER THURSDAY

By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(coViD Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

The North End Regional Review  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(eDWArDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards

THE

INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPER GROUP

Photos by Derek Kouyoumjian

The United First Method-
ist Church in Winthrop held 
a St Patrick's Day dinner 

in its function hall. A fine 
boiled dinner of corned beef 
and vegetables accompa-
nied live entertainment and 
the warmth of community. 

Veronica Richards and her daughter Star are showing their St 
Patrick’s Day spirit. 

The church function hall was filled with celebration of St Patrick’s Day. 

The entertainer for the evening was Ralph Tufo singing with 
his concirtina.

Frank Goodwin and Viking Gustafson.Children’s books written by entertainer 
Ralph Tufo. 

Ralph Tufo with Barbara Marley.

Joe Pike with Valerie Millar.
Nancy Dalrymple and United First 
Church Minister David Jackson.

Volunteer Earl Richards helps serve food. 

The church function hall was filled with celebration of St Patrick’s Day. 

Organizers and volunteers of the St Patrick’s Day event: Joe and Renee Pike, Judy Anderson, 
Marsha Wiseman, Brenna Connelly, Nancy Dalrymple, Minister David Jackson, and Ruth Hopk-
kns. In front: Valerie and Cullen Millar and Earl Richards.

Debbie and Paul Doucette with daughter Kayleigh and grand-
children Summer and LJ Welch.

Joe Wilson is proud to an-
nounce that he’s 3/4 Irish.
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10 years ago
March 13, 2015
Winthrop High School 

was placed in a "hold 
in place" at 10 a.m. last 
Thursday after Winthrop 
police received a call from 
Tewksbury police regard-
ing alleged threats made on 
Facebook. The Tewksbury 
police had been contacted 
by the Manchester, N.H. po-
lice after they had received 
a tip. Winthrop Police Chief 
Terence Delehanty said the 
call came in at 9:49 a.m. 
from Tewksbury police stat-
ing that a suicide pact and 
threats had been made to-
ward Tewksbury and Win-
throp high schools. The 
posts allegedly appeared 
on the Facebook pages of 
a 16-year-old Winthrop 
High girl and a 15-year-
old Tewksbury High girl. 
One allegedly posted that 
she wanted to get two guns 
and make a suicide pact. 
The Winthrop girl alleged-
ly posted, "Can we shoot 
up school first?" and the 
Tewksbury student alleged-
ly posted, "Yo, let's do it." 
Police in Tewksbury put 
their high school in lock-
down and then found the 
student in the school. She 
was arrested and charged 
with making threats and 
conspiracy. The Winthrop 
student was picked up out-
side the school and taken 
into custody. 

The Friends of Belle Isle 
Marsh will hold their an-
nual meeting March 15 at 
the Episcopal Church Hall 
in Winthrop. The featured 
speaker will be Dave Rim-
mer, who will speak about 
osprey in northeastern Mas-
sachusetts.

The Winthrop School 
Committee held a pub-
lic hearing Monday night 
to discuss the proposed 
$17,997,378 school budget 
for fiscal year 2016. Indi-
viduals voiced their con-
cerns about salaries, three 
year trends on stipends 
paid, state budget cuts, and 

the breakdown of technolo-
gy costs. The budget request 
for FY16 is $1,047,378 
more than the FY15 budget 
of $16,950,000, a 6.18 per-
cent increase.

Superintendent of 
Schools John Macero an-
nounced this week that the 
Winthrop schools will be 
in session until June 26 be-
cause of the large number 
of days canceled because of 
the snow this winter.

Chappie, Cinderella, and 
The Divergent Series: In-
surgent are playing at the 
Revere Showcase Cinemas.

20 years ago
March 17, 2005
The selectmen voted to 

approve the sale of bonds 
totaling $7.608 million 
Monday night to help pay 
for the construction costs of 
the Arthur Cummings ele-
mentary school.

Local real estate agent 
Linda Calla, working in 
conjunction with the Molly 
Bish Foundation, is bring-
ing the first Child Safety 
ID Day to the Arthur Cum-
mings School March 24.

The selectmen voted 3-0 
to deny an entertainment 
license that would have al-
lowed the Kasbah Restau-
rant to use belly dancers.

The Pacifier, Because of 
Winn-Dixie, and Sideways 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

30 years ago
March 23, 1995
A majority of members 

of the School Committee, 
Nancy O’Malley, Cathy 
Marino, and Steve Mach-
cinski, voted not to renew 
the contract of School Supt. 
Dr. Joseph Laino, citing a 
“lack of leadership” in the 
schools. However, Laino, 
who has been superinten-
dent for the past eight years 
and served for two years 
before that as the principal 
at Winthrop High, still has 
two years remaining on his 
current contract.

The Board of Health has 
entered into a contract with 
a recycling firm that will 
pay the town $20 per ton for 
most of its recyclables and 
$60 per ton for its office pa-
per.

The Advisory Commit-
tee has advised the School 
Committee that the town 
does not have the money 
to pay for the $1.2 million 
increase in the school bud-
get that the School Dept. 
is seeking. Advisory Com-
mittee members noted that 
funds from the MWRA mit-
igation agreement will de-
cline by $400,000 from last 
year for FY 1996.

Billy Madison, Dumb 
and Dumber, and The Brady 
Bunch are playing at the 
Revere Showcase Cinemas.

40 years ago
March 27, 1985
Police report that politi-

cal signs for various candi-
dates are being vandalized 
around the town.

Town Clerk John A. 
Clark is predicting a mod-
erate turnout for Monday’s 
annual town election, which 
will be highlighted by the 
contest for Town Clerk, the 
office that Clark is step-
ping down from, that fea-
tures four candidates, Marie 
Turner, Paul Dawson, James 
Marr, and Daniel McCarthy.

The newly-created 
MWRA has announced 
a stunning increase of 37 
percent in water and sewer 
rates for Winthrop residents. 
However, the rate hike is in 
the middle of the pack com-
pared to rate increases that 
have been announced for 
other communities in the 
MWRA’s district.

The town has begun 
negotiations with War-
ner Amex Cable for a new 
contract. Warner told town 
officials that if the new ca-
ble contract is approved, 
local cable subscribers will 
be able to receive a new, 
52-channel cable system.

Vision Quest, The Break-

fast Club, and Into the Night 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

50 years ago
March 26, 1975
Screams by a female res-

ident who discovered an in-
truder in her condo at 3 a.m. 
Sunday forced the man to 
make a quick exit out a bal-
cony window.

The School Commit-
tee, acting under pressure 
from the town’s building 
inspector, has appropriated 
$13,625 for emergency re-
pairs to the schools.

WHS students took over 
the reins of town govern-
ment this week for the an-
nual Good Government 
Day festivities.

WHS students are pro-
ducing a daily TV show at 
Winthrop High featuring 
a live newscast and other 
events.

Former Massport Exec. 
Director Edward J. King 
was feted at a testimoni-
al dinner recently at which 
1600 persons were in atten-
dance.

Alan Arkin and James 
Caan star in Freebie and the 
Bean at the Kincade The-
atre.

60 years ago
March 25, 1965
With the annual cher-

ry sheets from the state 
showing that the town will 
receive 12 percent less in 
receipts from the state this 
year, Advisory Committee 
Secretary Robert J. Kane is 
predicting a tax increase of 
$5.17.

Town Meeting members 
voted for a $500 pay raise 
for Winthrop police and 
firefighters.

A group of residents met 
with the selectmen Monday 
to protest the issuance of a 
building permit for a vine-
gar bottling plant that will 
occupy the former movie 
house at the Beach on Shir-
ley St.

James Garner and Rod 

Taylor star in 36 Hours as 
the Winthrop Theatre.

70 years ago
March 24, 1955
Town Meeting opened 

its 1955 session by acting 
on all but six of the articles 
on the warrant. Economy 
was the theme, with no pay 
raises being granted for 
town employees other than 
a pay hike of $173.15 for 
the Town Clerk to equalize 
that position’s salary with 
that of the Tax Collector, 
as had been the case for 
35 years until a few years 
ago. A pay raise proposal of 
$200 for police officers was 
defeated on a standing vote. 
Town Meeting approved a 
total town budget for 1955 
of $1,952,205.

State Senator Andrew P. 
Quigley has filed a bill call-
ing for the resanding of Re-
vere and Winthrop beaches.

Firefighter James T. 
Healey collapsed and died 
before medical help could 
arrive when he was strick-
en while fighting a blaze on 
Revere St.

The Winthrop Beach 
Bowl-A-Way Lanes, fea-
turing automatic pinsetters, 
are now open for business 
at 433 Shirley St.

Stewart Granger and 
Grace Kelly star in Green 
Fire at the Winthrop The-
atre.

80 years ago
March 22, 1945
Town Meeting complet-

ed action on all 59 articles 
of the warrant, sustaining 
the recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee 100 
percent. Among the articles 
approved was one calling 
for the jurisdiction of Miller 
Field to be transferred to the 
School Dept.

The Transcript raises the 

question in an editorial of 
whether the high price paid 
by the Marines for the tak-
ing of Iwo Jima was worth 
it.

Fred MacMurray and 
Paulette Goddard star in 
Forest Rangers at the Win-
throp and State Theatres.

   
90 years ago
March 23, 1935
Town Meeting approved 

appropriations of $800,000 
for the 1935 town budget in 
a three-hour session Mon-
day. Members voted against 
allowing sporting events 
in the town on Sundays. 
They voted against erecting 
a chain link fence around 
Miller Field, but voted in 
favor of chain link fence at 
Donovan’s Beach. Howev-
er, members deferred taking 
action on several articles 
pertaining to grants for fed-
eral ERA programs.

Mayor Mansfield of Bos-
ton has filed a bill calling 
for the removal of Chelsea, 
Revere, and Winthrop from 
Suffolk County inasmuch as 
those communities do not 
pay any contribution toward 
the expenses of the county, 
which are borne solely by 
the City of Boston. Win-
throp State Rep. Honan sug-
gested during a discussion 
of the bill that if Winthrop, 
a thrifty and conservative 
town, had representation in 
the affairs of the county, its 
citizens could show those of 
Boston how to save money 
in the annual expenditure of 
$3 million for county costs.

A petition has been filed 
with the state Supreme Ju-
dicial Court to order the 
Board of Registrars of Vot-
ers to have a recount for the 
offices of moderator and se-
lectman. A. Russell Belcher, 

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF 
APPEALS 
PUBLIC 

HEARING 
Thursday- 

March 20, 2025: 
Case 2025-004.

Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
40A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws and Chapter 
17 of the Code of the 
Town of Winthrop that the 
Winthrop Board of Appeals 
will conduct a public hear-
ing on Thursday, March 
20,2025 at or after 6:30 
p.m. held in the Harvey 
Hearing Room upon the 
application of person 
requesting: 
Project Address: 54 
Wilshire Street- Winthrop, 
MA 02152
Applicant Name/ Address: 
Wilshire, LLC.- 787 North 
Shore Road- Revere, MA 
02151
The Applicant seeks 
a permit to develop a 
two- family town house 
with stories in height, 
residential dwelling units, 
with parking on the lot.  
The proposed project is 
within the RA District and 
is a permitted use RA Dis-
trict.  The Applicant seeks a 
permit for noncompliance 
of proposed structure with 
respect to max stories/ 
height; right side setback; 
and left side setback.
The public is invited to 
attend, and interested 
parties shall have an 
opportunity to be heard. 
Copies of the application 
and plans are on file and 
available to review at the 
Town Hall Planning Office, 
Room 2A, Winthrop Town 
Hall. 
Darren Baird, Chair
Denise Quist, Town Clerk
Winthrop Board of Appeals

3/6/25, 3/13/25
W

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF 
APPEALS 
PUBLIC 

HEARING 
Thursday- 

March 20, 2025:
Case 2025-005.

Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
40A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws and Chapter 
17 of the Code of the Town 
of Winthrop that the Win-
throp Board of Appeals will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Thursday, March 20, 
2025, at or after 6:30 p.m. 
held in the Harvey Hearing 
Room upon the application 
of person requesting: 
Project Address: 67 Wood-
side Avenue- Winthrop, MA 
02152
Applicant Name/ Address: 
Tien Pham- 47 Woodside 
Avenue- Winthrop, MA 
02152
The Applicant seeks a 
permit to develop a three- 
story, mixed- use property 
in the Center Business 
District containing one 
commercial office space 
and four one- bedroom 
residential dwelling units, 
with parking on the lot.  
The proposed project in 
within the Center Business 
District and is a permitted 
use.  However, the project 
abuts an RA District, there-
fore limiting the project to 
two and half stories.  The 
Applicant is requesting a 
permit for noncompliance 
of proposed structure with 
respect to max stories/ 
height.
The public is invited to at-
tend, and interested parties 
shall have an opportunity 
to be heard. Copies of the 
application and plans are on 
file and available to review 
at the Town Hall Planning 
Office, Room 2A, Winthrop 
Town Hall. 
Darren Baird, Chair
Denise Quist, Town Clerk
Winthrop Board of Appeals

3/6/25, 3/13/25
W

LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF 
APPEALS 
PUBLIC 

HEARING 
Thursday- 

March 20, 2025: 
Case 2025- 003.

Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
40A of the Massachusetts 
General Laws and Chapter 
17 of the Code of the Town 
of Winthrop that the Win-
throp Board of Appeals will 
conduct a public hearing 
on Thursday, March 20, 
2025, at or after 6:30 p.m. 
held in the Harvey Hearing 
Room upon the application 
of person requesting: 
Project Address: 386 
Revere Street- Winthrop, 
MA 02152
Applicant Name/ Address: 
Mauricio Menendez- 386 
Revere Street- Winthrop, 
MA 02152
The Applicant seeks a 
permit to construct a two- 
story addition per plans 
submitted on an existing 
single-family home of the 
above referenced property.  
The addition is to create 
habitable living space. 
The permit was denied in 
accordance with the Town’s 
By Laws. The Applicant 
is requesting a Special 
Permit to alter or extend a 
non-conforming structure.
The public is invited to 
attend, and interested 
parties shall have an 
opportunity to be heard. 
Copies of the application 
and plans are on file and 
available to review at the 
Town Hall Planning Office, 
Room 2A, Winthrop Town 
Hall. 
Darren Baird, Chairperson
Denise Quist, Town Clerk
Winthrop Board of Appeals

3/6/25, 3/13/25
WDON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER

DO YOU NEED TO RUN A  LEGAL NOTICE? 

THE MORE Things Change ...
Items selected from past issues of the Winthrop Sun, The Winthrop Review, The Winthrop Visitor,   

The Transcript and The Sun-Transcript

2x2 classified 

ad size shown 
to scale

12 weeks of
 eyes on your ad

CHOOSE FROM SIX COMMUNITIES TO ADVERTISE IN!

12 WEEKS  1 PRICE
One 2x2 Ad → FEBRUARY - APRIL ← ONLY $18000*

By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5

See ENCORE Page 6

See McGARY Page 2

Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri
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Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
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notice
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Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
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Our Offices will be 
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Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Please see SPORTS BETTING Page 12

Lynn’s
Lovelines
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 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Spring into savings today!Spring into savings today!

&

*$180 per paper

See YEARS Page 12
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P L E A S E  R E C YC L E  P L E A S E  R E C YC L E  
T H I S  N E W S PA P E RT H I S  N E W S PA P E R

CONTRACTOR MOVERSMASONRY

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

CONSTRUCTION

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

CLEANING SERVICES

Winthrop'Winthrop's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

MORELLI MASONRY & TILE
All Types of Masonry Repair, Ceramic Tile, 

Concrete Pours, Chimneys, Stairs, Walls,  
Cutting & Pointing • Restoration Cleaning

Fully Insured • No Job Too Small
Dennis Morelli

781-632-8812

mr. fix it
REPAIR MOST 

ANYTHING, DOORS, 
WINDOWS PORCHES, 

REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS, FENCES, 

SIDING, FLOORS ETC.
SNOW PLOWING

LICENSED AND INSURED
CALL AL  

617-429-0606

handy man services

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707

Feeley & Daughters Clean-Up ServiceFeeley & Daughters Clean-Up Service
We remove all We remove all 
sorts of junk!sorts of junk!
Quick & Quick & 
convenient service.convenient service.

Free Free 
estimates!estimates!

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

STEVEN'S
LANDSCAPING & HARDSCAPING

Spring & Fall Clean Up • Tree Trimming
Mowing, Weeding & Edging

Hedge Trimming & Removal (shrub & bushes) 
New Lawns Installed (seed or sod)

Planting & Mulching • Fence Installation
Patios, Retaining Walls & Other Hardscapes

And more!
Call or Text

For a free estimate

781-244-9997Steven 

978-876-6566Diego

Schedule a free estimate 
617-592-6447

www.dipierroconstruction.com

In business for over 40 years!

Let us turn your house into a home

HANDYMANELECTRICIAN EXTERIORS

American Exterior and
Window Corporation

Contact us for all of your
Home improvement projects 

and necessities

Call Jeff or Bob
Toll Free: 1-888-744-1756

 americanexteriorforma.com

617-699-1782
Windows,Siding,Roofing, Carpentry 
& More! All estimates, consultations 

or inspections completed by MA 
licensed supervisors. 

*Over 50 years experience. 
*Better Business Bureau Membership.

Insured 
and

Registered

Complete Financing 
Available.

No Money Down.

Roberta Will
• Painting 

• Wall Papering 
• Decorative Painting 

• Murals 
617-846-8992

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

POOLS

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL OPENINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

1 col. x  
2 inches

ROOFING REPAIRS

HOME RENOVATION
ROOFING-SIDING-PAINTING

SERVING THE BOSTON AREA SINCE 2002

marcelo
de souza

617-507-1703
Lic. & insured CSL 100141LOCALLOCAL

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY, PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

661177--997700--66331144
Free Estimates - Fully Insured

prestigepainting75@gmail.com

PPRREESSTTIIGGEE
PPAAIINNTTIINNGG

Full Service Painters

pprreessttiiggeeppaaiinnttiinnggiinncc..uuss

8-7

PLUMBING

CALL

DEADLINES: For classified 
line ads, deadlines are 
Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403
------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach over 
50,000 readers. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad to 

781-485-1403------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call 
for our 4 week special! 
Call 781-485-0588.
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great 
Results? Call our clas-
sified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403

APT FOR RENT Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...
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FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions online via MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pharmacies at 10 Gove St. and Maverick Square

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

 Inspection Station
 Winterize Your Vehicle

  Auto Repair
 Tires for your conveniencefor your convenience

 repair and park service repair and park service
call john for detailscall john for details

for your conveniencefor your convenience
 repair and park service repair and park service

call john for detailscall john for details

4 generations of

car care    repair

88 BROADWAY, REVERE | (617) 996-8371

owned and operated
by

tHe Digregorio faMiLY
since 1947

tom digregorio | john digregorio
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By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Recipes are not infallible. 
If you spend a lot of time 
cooking from or brainstorm-
ing with recipes, you’ll find 
a few reliable sources and 
many that are not as trust-
worthy. However, even rec-
ipe developers who produce 
well-measured, fully-ex-
plained, and reliable recipes 
can’t consider a few essen-
tial factors.

Where to Start Adapting
As a cook, you should 

dial in a recipe, account-
ing for allergies, aversions, 
taste, and even what you 
have on hand. A recipe is a 
starting point or a guideline. 
You’ll find variations in dif-
ferent recipes for the same 
dish. Read through a few 
and choose to begin with the 

one most appealing to you.
More experienced cooks 

may adjust the ingredients 
or measurements immedi-
ately. We usually reduce 
the added salt depending on 
the other salty ingredients 
called for in the original. We 
are a no-mayo household. 
When an interesting recipe 
calls for mayo, Penny be-
gins by considering whether 
yogurt, crème fraîche, sour 
cream, or a vinaigrette can 
substitute. Ed has a mango 
allergy; therefore, another 
tropical fruit will replace 
mango in a dish.

If you’re cooking for 
someone gluten-free, veg-
etarian, or vegan or with a 
special medical diet or cul-
tural restrictions, we sug-
gest you begin with recipes 
designed for those needs. 
Today, we are fortunate that 

special foods are widely 
available, making accom-
modating these diets easier.

Taste and Adjust
When ingredients like 

raw proteins are safe to 
taste, begin working with 
your tasting spoon. There 
are sanitary ways to do this. 
You can keep a cup of tast-
ing spoons nearby and use a 
new one each time. You can 
use the cooking spoon to 
drip some of the food onto 
your tasting spoon. As your 
skills grow, you can drip a 
bit on the back of your hand 
and taste it.

Be as mindful as possi-
ble as you taste, and con-
sider the primary flavors 
and their balance. We’ve 
learned much about this 
balance from cooking and 
eating Thai food, where 

chefs work to harmonize 
salty, sweet, sour, spicy, 
and creamy flavors. We add 
umami to that grouping.

If you find one flavor note 
dominating or missing, put 
some food in a small bowl 
and experiment. If sour is 
dominant, add a dash of 
sweet. If you want a creami-
er texture, add a thickener or 
more of any creamy ingre-
dient, such as coconut milk. 
Once you’re happy with the 
flavor, adjust the rest.

Use all your senses to 
make the food pleasing to 
your palate. Remember, fla-
vor is a combination of aro-
ma and taste. Chefs often 

pull the steam above a pot 
closer to their noses with an 
open hand to test the aroma.

Texture is also a factor in 
food enjoyment. A typical 
example in our culture is 
the vegetable okra, which is 
a bit slimy when cooked in 
specific ways. Some people 
love it, and others say, “No 
thanks.”

One of the final adjust-
ments Penny will make to 
any dish is adding a bit of 
an acid. Consider what a 
squeeze of lemon will do 
for a piece of fish or a tea-
spoon of vinegar for a cab-
bage dish.

Family Recipes
Many families have rec-

ipes passed down through 
generations, which are 
now meaningful tradi-
tions. However, Grandma 
and Aunt Sally may make 
slightly different versions. 
You can decide which you 
like and then make it your 
own. Your version may be-
come the favorite, causing 
the next generation to con-
tinue the tradition.

Do you have a question 
or topic for Fresh & Local? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.
com with your suggestion.

FRESH & LOCAL

Dial It In!

Taste and sniff to adjust a recipe to make it your own.

who was just four votes shy 
in the selectmen’s race, and 
Joseph Davison, long-time 
Town Moderator, who lost 
his seat by just 44 votes, are 
the petitioners.

George Raft and Carole 
Lombard star in Rumba at 
the Winthrop and State The-
atres.

100 years ago
March 28, 1925
Interest in yacht racing at 

the Winthrop Yacht Club is 
at an all-time high. Willie 
Kelley, the regatta racing 
chairman at the club, attri-
butes the increase to antic-
ipation to the switch to the 
latest Marconi rigging on 
the new, 18-foot, one-de-
sign Hustler case boats.

110 years ago
March 27, 1915
The adjourned Town 

Meeting concluded busi-
ness Thursday evening with 
250 persons present. The 
members voted down an 
article calling for lighting at 
Ingleside Park and another 
calling for funds to devel-
op town-owned land at the 
Playstead. Moderator Da-
vison ruled that members 
could not consider an article 
calling for half-day holidays 
on Saturdays, with pay, for 
town employees, because 
the issue was a matter of 
state law.

120 years ago
March 24, 1905
Now that Town Meeting, 

after a seven hour session, 

has voted to purchase the 
Revere Water Works Co. 
property, at issue is wheth-
er the legislature will act on 
a bill to allow the town to 
borrow outside of its debt 
limit to pay for the acquisi-
tion. Town Meeting will re-
convene Monday to take up 
the rest of the articles on the 
warrant.

140 years ago
March 27, 1885
Mr. Chandler Crock-

er, 78, the oldest resident 
in town, passed away this 
week.

Owners of summer cot-
tages report that many of 
last year’s visitors have re-
newed their leases and pros-
pects are good for the sea-
son ahead.

Years // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

Have an Eggstra Have an Eggstra 
Special Easter SeasonSpecial Easter Season

Send us Your Eggstra Send us Your Eggstra 
Special Person or Pet Special Person or Pet 
this Easter seasonthis Easter season
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