
Special to the Transcript

Thanks to the leadership 
and advocacy of State Sen-
ator Lydia Edwards (D-East 
Boston), Winthrop residents 
will soon see significant im-
provements to their ferry 
service. Starting Monday, 
April 28, 2025, the Win-
throp Ferry will double its 
weekday trips, introduce 
direct service to Boston 
(finally separating from 
Quincy), and reduce com-
mute times by approximate-
ly 30 minutes—delivering 
long-awaited enhancements 
to water transportation in 
the region.

Senator Edwards suc-
cessfully secured more than 
$9.5 million in state funding 
to expand ferry operations, 
helping to ease traffic con-
gestion, improve commuter 
reliability, and offer a green-
er, more efficient transit op-
tion.

“I am so incredibly ex-
cited that after years of 
advocating for better wa-
ter transportation options 
for Winthrop residents, we 
have achieved this incred-
ible win,” said Senator Ed-
wards. “Expanding ferry 
services means less time in 
traffic, better access to Bos-
ton, and a real investment 
in the future of our commu-
nity’s infrastructure. It has 
been a team effort with the 
Town Council especially 
VP Hannah Belcher and my 
friend Rep Turco.”

Senator Edwards’ Key 
Contributions to Expanded 
Ferry Service:

• FY 2023 & FY 2024 
Budgets: Secured $1 mil-
lion to expand ferry opera-
tions during Sumner Tunnel 
renovations, ensuring unin-
terrupted commuter access.

• FY 2025 Budget: Deliv-
ered $7.5 million to increase 
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State approves  
language for fire 
station debt  
exclusion vote

VIKING PRIDE ON THE ICE

MCAC ANNOUNCES 
THE LAUNCH OF 
NEWLY DESIGNED 
WEBSITE

The Massachusetts Port 
Authority Community Ad-
visory Committee (MCAC), 
a legislatively created over-
sight committee which 
serves as the voice of the 
thirty-five communities im-
pacted by Massachusetts 
Port Authority operations, is 
pleased to announce that our 
new website is live.

The site can be found at 
www.massportcac.org.

The website contains all 
the minutes from our com-
mittee and sub-committee 
(Aviation Operations, En-
vironment and Health, Fi-
nance) meetings as well as 
resources for community\ 
members to learn about avi-
ation and maritime impacts. 
Links can also be found to 
report noise complaints and 
understand runway usage at 
Logan Airport.

For more information on 
MCAC visit their website.

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 5

Edwards delivers on  
expanded ferry service

The recent cold-snap provided an extra bonus in addition to Feb. school vacation, to these 
young skaters who were able to use the frozen over Veterans Field for a pickup ice hockey game 
last week.

From Slices to Survival
Justin Pioppi’s incredible adventure

Story by Marianne Salza

From preparing pizza at 
his family-owned and op-
erated Italian restaurant in 
Beachmont, to being strand-
ed on an island in the South 
Pacific Ocean, Justin Pioppi 
demonstrates the strength 
that is cultivated from being 
raised in a close-knit neigh-

borhood where family is 
paramount, and generations 
of loyal friends offer per-
spective.  

Thirty-year-old Pioppi, 
of Winthrop, is a contestant 
on  the CBS original se-
ries, “Survivor,” premiering 
Wednesday, February 26, at 
8pm. The reality show fea-
tures 18 castaways divided 

into three tribes of six indi-
viduals who are stripped of 
modern, everyday comforts 
and forced to adapt on the 
islands of Fiji.

“I saw this as a turning 
point in my life because 
it had always been fami-
ly-focused. This is a crazy 
adventure I could do for 
myself; but also at the same 
time, care about the peo-
ple who care about me and 
made this opportunity pos-
sible,” said Pioppi. “Family 

COURTESY PHOTO

Justin Pioppi with his aunts at Luigi’s in Beachmont, Revere.

ROBERT VOETS/CBS PHOTO

Justin Pioppi. 

See JUSTIN PIOPPI Page 3

See FERRY Page 4

By Adam Swift

The latest meeting of the 
Firehouse Building Com-
mittee on Monday featured 
the latest cost estimate for 
the proposed new fire sta-
tion on the site of the old 
middle school, as well as 
the wording of the debt ex-
clusion question that will be 
on the Saturday, April 5 spe-
cial election ballot.

Committee members also 
gave updates on community 
outreach efforts and the sta-
tus of the project website.

Town Council President 

Jim Letterie said the up-
dated budget figure for the 
new fire station stands at 
$38,840,000. That figure 
is lower than the $40 mil-
lion-plus figure that had 
previously been considered 
due to some infrastructure 
work that was thought to 
be needed under the audi-
torium is actually under the 
gymnasium, which is not 
being demolished as part of 
the project.

The nearly $38.5 million 
budget figure includes the 

See FIRE STATION Page 5
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WINTHROP POLICE BLOTTER
The following incident re-

ports are among the calls to 
which the Winthrop Police 
Department responded on 
the listed dates. The log is 
a public record and avail-
able for review. All persons 
who are arrested or charged 
with a crime are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

MONDAY, FEB. 10
1433: A resident came 

into the station to report 
being the victim of identity 
theft.

1653: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a marked lanes viola-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

1801: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Win-
throp St. for a civil moving 
infraction. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2027: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shore 
Drive for the civil moving 
infraction of an equipment 
violation. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator and advised him to 
remove the tint from the tail 
lights.

2036: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Temple 
Ave. for the civil moving 
infraction of a marked lanes 
violation. The officer issued 
a citation to the operator.

2305: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Veter-
ans Rd. for a civil moving 
infraction. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2309: An officer directed 
the operator of a motor ve-
hicle that was parked on the 
wrong side of Shirley St. to 
move the vehicle.

TUESDAY, FEB. 11
0005: An officer stopped 

a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of failing to stop for a 
traffic control sign or signal. 
The officer issued a citation 
to the operator.

0119: An officer issued 
parking tickets to eight 
vehicles without resident 
parking stickers on Loring 
Rd.

1017: An officer respond-
ed to a report of women 
arguing loudly on Cutler 
St. The officer spoke to all 
parties and advised them to 
stay away from each other.

1021: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Revere 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

1055: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Walden 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of an equipment 
violation. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

1120: An officer issued a 
parking ticket to a vehicle 
on Bayview Ave.

1124: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shir-

ley St. for the civil mov-
ing infraction of violating 
the hands-free law (texting 
while driving). The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

1221: An officer issued a 
parking ticket to a vehicle 
parked in the Fire Lane on 
Somerset Ave.

1242: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Walden 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

1343: A tow company 
reported the trespass tow 
of a motor vehicle from 
the church parking lot on 
Oceanview St.

1420: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Veter-
ans Rd. for a civil moving 
infraction. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

1913: An officer assisted 
the Fire Dept. at the scene 
of a minor electrical fire in a 
toaster oven in a Sturgis St. 
residence.

2108: Officers responded 
to a report of males fighting 
on Revere St. The officers 
spoke to one of the parties, 
who declined medical atten-
tion. The other parties had 
left the scene by the time the 
officers arrived. They will 
be checking video footage 
from surrounding business-
es. An officer filed a report.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 12
0052: An officer stopped 

a motor vehicle at Veterans 
Rd. and Almont St. for the 
civil moving infraction of a 
stop sign violation. The offi-
cer gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

0119: An officer issued 
parking tickets to 10 vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Coral Ave.

0129: An officer issued 
parking tickets to seven 
vehicles without resident 
parking stickers on Trident 
Ave.

0600: An officer issued 
parking tickets to six com-
mercial vehicles at various 
locations for parking over-
night in residential areas.

1307: A Moore St. resi-
dent came into the station 
to report that his parked mo-
tor vehicle had been struck 
overnight by a hit-and-run 
operator. The officer filed a 
report.

1833: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of operating with-
out headlights after dark. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator. 

2332: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
and issued a citation to the 
operator.

2345: A tow company re-
ported the trespass tow of a 
motor vehicle from Gover-
nors Park.

THURSDAY, FEB. 13
0050: A tow company re-

ported the trespass tow of a 
motor vehicle from Gover-

nors Park.
0828: An officer issued a 

parking ticket to a vehicle 
with an expired registration 
on Forrest St.

1013: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of failing to yield 
while making a right on red. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle at Michael’s 
Mall for the civil moving 
infraction of a stop sign vi-
olation. The officer gave a 
verbal warning to the oper-
ator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Walden St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a stop sign violation. 
The officer issued a citation 
to the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of a red light vio-
lation. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Revere St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a red light violation. 
The officer issued a citation 
to the operator.

1757: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Wash-
ington Ave. for the civil 
moving infraction of an 
equipment violation. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

1820: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a number plate viola-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

1839: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shore 
Drive for the civil moving 
infraction of a marked lanes 
violation. The officer gave a 
verbal warning to the oper-
ator.

1903: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of an equipment viola-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

1913: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shirley 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of an equipment 
violation. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2050: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a stop sign violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

2333: An officer direct-
ed the owners of vehicles 
parked illegally on Bayview 
Ave. to move their vehicles.

2359: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of speeding. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to the 
operator.

FRIDAY, FEB. 14
0013: An officer stopped 

a motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

0015: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Amelia 
Ave. for a civil moving in-
fraction. The officer gave a 
verbal warning to the oper-
ator.

0021: An officer issued a 
parking ticket to a vehicle 
parked too far from the curb 
on Morton St.

0027: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pleas-
ant St. for the civil moving 
infraction of an equipment 
violation. The officer issued 
a citation to the operator for 
that offense, as well as for 
the civil infraction of not 
having his registration in his 
possession.

0046: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of speeding. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

0120: An officer issued 
parking tickets to six vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Locust and 
Cross Sts.

0144: An officer issued 
parking tickets to nine vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Highland 
Ave.

0248: An officer issued 
parking tickets to eight 
vehicles without resident 
parking stickers on Walde-
mar Ave.

0311: An officer issued 
parking tickets to two vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Faun Bar 
Ave.

0445: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shirley 
St. for the civil moving in-
fractions of a window ob-
struction, having an open 
container of alcohol, and 
idling his motor vehicle. 
The officer issued a citation 
to the operator.

1217: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pleas-
ant St. for the civil moving 
infraction of violating the 
hands-free law. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of violating the 
hands-free law. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of violating the 
hands-free law. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
moped without a registra-
tion plate on Pleasant St. 
The officer issued a citation 
to the operator for the crim-
inal offense of unlicensed 
operation of a motor vehicle 
and for the civil infraction 
of a number plate violation. 
The moped was towed.

1808: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Veter-
ans Rd. for the civil moving 
infraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Lincoln 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Veterans 
Rd. for the civil moving 
infraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of speeding. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of violating the hands-
free law. The officer issued 
a citation to the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of an equipment 
violation. When the officer 
determined that the operator 
did not have a valid license, 
which is a criminal offense, 
he issued a citation to the 
operator for both the crim-
inal and civil infractions. A 
licensed operator was able 
to take control of the vehi-
cle.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle at Veterans 
Rd. and Almont St. for the 
civil moving infractions of 
failing to stop for a traffic 
control sign or signal and 
speeding. The officer issued 
a citation to the operator.

2059: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pleas-
ant St. When the officer 
determined that the opera-
tor’s license was suspended 
(which is a criminal offense) 
for failure to pay fines, the 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator for the crimi-
nal offense and for the civil 
infraction of an equipment 
violation.

SATURDAY, FEB. 15 
0117: An officer issued 

parking tickets to eight 
vehicles without resident 
parking stickers on Atlantic 
St.

0132: An officer issued 
parking tickets to five vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Centre St.

0154: An officer issued 
parking tickets to 12 vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Shirley St.

1221: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Walden 
St. for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator, 
who said they were lost.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Lincoln 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Walden St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of speeding. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Walden St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of speeding. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Walden 
St. for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Veterans 
Rd. for a civil moving in-
fraction. The officer issued 
a citation to the operator.

1335: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Cross St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a stop sign violation. 
The officer issued a citation 
to the operator.

1341: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Cross St. 
for the civil moving infrac-
tion of a stop sign violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1512: A person called 
the station to report that 
her bank account and credit 
cards had been hacked. The 
officer filed a report.

1736: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shirley 
St. for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

1749: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

2010: Officers ordered 
tows for 27 vehicles parked 
on the town’s streets in vio-
lation of the snow emergen-
cy by-law.

2025: Officers responded 
to a report of two females 
engaged in a physical al-
tercation on Putnam St. 
The officers spoke to both 
parties and determined that 
the incident was a mutual 
assault. The officer filed a 
report.

SUNDAY, FEB. 16
1046: A tow company re-

ported the trespass tow of a 
motor vehicle from Shirley 
St.

1615: A Pleasant St. res-
ident reported that a motor 
vehicle had struck his home, 
taking out his front steps, 
and fled the scene. The own-
er of the vehicle was located 
in East Boston and said his 
daughter had been operating 
the vehicle. The Boston P.D. 
obtained their information.

1632: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Walden 
St. for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer gave a ver-
bal warning to the operator.

1909: An officer advised 
a person who was cleaning 
snow off his vehicle and 
throwing it into Walden St. 
that it was not safe to do so. 
The officer directed the per-
son to stop and to clean up 
the snow that he already had 
dumped in the roadway.

1951: A resident came 
into the station to report that 
her motor vehicle had been 
struck by an object that had 
been thrown at the vehicle 
while her son was operating 
it.

2227: An officer dis-
persed persons in a motor 
vehicle from Hannaford 
Park, which is closed after 
dark.

2256: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Veter-
ans Rd. for the civil moving 
infraction of speeding. The 
officer gave a verbal warn-
ing to the operator.

MONDAY, FEB. 17
0246: An officer issued 

parking tickets to five vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Cutler St.

GERRY D’AMBROSIO
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14 PROCTOR AVENUE, REVERE

781-284-5657
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comes first. My mom had a 
few battles with cancer, so 
I’ve always tried to step in 
and help. I wanted to try to 
win this for my mom, so she 
could finally retire.”

Friends and family were 
happily surprised when Pi-
oppi announced his partici-
pation on “Survivor.”

“They were excited be-
cause this is totally differ-
ent,” exclaimed Pioppi. 
“The restaurant business is 
competitive and challeng-
ing. There are a lot of things 
that go into planning for the 
day and making sure every-
thing runs smoothly, but we 
still have the luxuries of our 
clothes and technology.”

Pioppi attributes his per-
severance to his parents’ in-
fluence. His childhood was 
spent at Luigi’s Pizzeria, in 
Revere, watching his father 

cook at the pizza bench, and 
his mother work the front 
counter, where she often sat 
him as a baby.

“I’ve always been 
hard-working and I’ve nev-
er given up in my life. That 
was something that I learned 
very young. My parents in-
grained that in me, and I’ve 
seen them build a business 
from the ground up,” shared 
Pioppi, who manages the 
restaurant. “It’s become a 
home for so many in the 
community. My aunts are 
there. My friends from high 
school do deliveries. People 
who have watched me grow 
up are still working in our 
kitchen.”

Pioppi feels that his 
friendliness, communica-
tion and conflict resolution 
skills that he has developed 
at Luigi’s has made him an 

ideal contestant for “Survi-
vor.”

“You wear a lot of dif-
ferent hats. It’s a fast-paced 
environment. You have to 
think on the fly,” Pioppi 
described. “But if you are 
nice to people and you’re 
personable, you can have a 
better idea of how to gauge 
the situation and come to a 
conclusion together.”

Pioppi believes that being 
a mediator is an advantage 
that he has over the other 
castaways as they maneuver 
through the high-tension 
environment to compete for 
a one-million-dollar prize. 
He encourages everyone to 
get along and try new ap-
proaches.

“I always have a positive 
attitude. That’s something I 
also learned from Luigi’s,” 
Pioppi pointed out. “As bad 
as things can be, it could al-
ways be worse. Keep going 
and try to find a solution.”

Pioppi served as an in-
tern at the Massachusetts 
State House, and later as a 
legislative aide for Speaker 
Robert DeLeo. He studied 
at Suffolk University before 
transferring to Yale Univer-
sity, where he pursued polit-
ical science.

“We traveled all over the 
Commonwealth. We went 
down to the Cape for tour-
ism issues, to Fall River for 
the manufacturing industry, 
and up to Lowell for the 
textile mills,” remembered 
Pioppi, about experiences 
that further shaped his life. 
“It was amazing to see the 
things that impact every sin-
gle person and their way of 
life. It was eye-opening for 
me.”

Pioppi has enjoyed the 
excitement of “Survivor” 
fans who frequent Luigi’s. 
He will be celebrating his 
greatest adventure with 
loved ones during a private 
premiere party at a friend’s 
restaurant.

PHOTO BY ROBERT VOETS/CBS

Justin Pioppi, of Winthrop, participating in a Survivor challenge.

Justin Pioppi with his parents.

Justin Pioppi, as an infant, being held by his father at Luigi’s .

Winthrop schools receive state funding to 
improve access to mental health services

By Adam Swift

On Monday, the Healey-
Driscoll Administration 
announced the awarding of 
$5,540,875 in grants to 60 
school districts, educational 
collaboratives and charter 
schools across Massachu-
setts to improve student 
access to behavioral and 
mental health services and 
support.

Winthrop received 
$50,000 in those grant funds 
to help improve mental 
health access and programs 
for its students.

That grant money will 
help fund existing programs 
in the schools, as well as 
to potentially expand some 
contracted services with 
community health partners 
such as Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and North Suf-
folk Community Services, 
according to Lori Gallivan, 
the district’s assistant su-
perintendent and director of 
curriculum, instruction, and 
accountability.

The funding will also 
help the district expand 
on work it currently does 
in all the schools with the 
DESE-supported Systemic 
Student Support (S3) pro-
gram which takes an inte-
grated approach to student 
support, she said.

“This grant is a way to 

segue from what we want 
to do and better support the 
kids and have the support 
they need,” said Gallivan.

By working with com-
munity partners, she said 
the district can better sup-
port students and their fami-
lies, even when the students 
are outside the school build-
ings.

“Another big piece is cap-
turing family engagement to 
make sure there is support 
for the whole family, and 
not just the students,” Gal-
livan said. “When they are 
not in the classroom, the 
struggle doesn’t go away.”

In addition, the district is 
looking to establish a pilot 
program for mental health 
screenings. Gallivan said 
there is still work to be done 
to determine what grades 
will be part of the pilot pro-
gram. The information from 
the pilot program will be 
studied by teachers, coun-
selors, and psychologists 
to determine if it will be a 
useful program moving for-
ward.

Governor Maura Healey 
said there is a mental health 
crisis for students that was 
only made worse by the 
pandemic.

“That’s why improving 
students’ access to behav-
ioral and mental health 

care is a priority for our ad-
ministration,” said Healey. 
“These grants will help dis-
tricts connect students with 
the services they need to be 
safe, healthy and successful 
today and into the future.”

This funding can be used 
to help strengthen skills 
to recognize and respond 
to mental and behavioral 
health challenges, estab-
lish cross-system coordina-
tion to improve integration 
of behavioral and mental 
health supports and en-
sure seamless transitions 
between schools and com-
munities, and improve data 
systems to track efforts and 
impact. These grants also 
promote piloting univer-
sal mental health screening 
systems. 

“The Healey-Driscoll 
Administration is focused 
on healing, stabilizing, and 
transforming our education 
system that is still recover-
ing from the lasting impacts 
of the pandemic,” said Ed-
ucation Secretary Patrick 
A. Tutwiler. “These grants 
are providing our schools, 
from North Adams to Den-
nis, with the funding they 
need to foster environments 
that support healthy social 
and emotional development 
in their classrooms and be-
yond.” 
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Ferry // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

STATE, MUNICIPALITIES MUST

ADJUST ASAP TO THE NEW REALITY

For those of us who have been around for a while, the warning signs are flashing red for 
the prospects of a budget crisis for our state and our cities and towns thanks to the promised 
changes in policies by the new administration in Washington.

It is (in the immortal words of Yogi Berra) deja vu all over again
We are not making a political judgment or statement of any kind. We simply are explain-

ing what we see as the new reality for which our elected officials must be prepared.
We were around for the fiscal crises of the late 1970s under Gov. Michael Dukakis; the 

late 80s/early 1990s under Dukakis and Gov. William Weld; the early 2000s under Gov. 
Mitt Romney, and the period of the Great Recession under Gov. Deval Patrick in 2010.

Two of those governors were Republicans and two were Democrats, but they all shared 
one thing in common: Our state’s finances were at the mercy of national politics and the 
national economy, both of which were beyond their control.

The consequences of those fiscal crises were profound and long-lasting. Cities and towns 
laid off scores of local employees, including teachers, police, and firefighters. Fire stations 
were closed and athletics and extracurricular activities were cut from school budgets.

At the state level, there were hiring freezes and layoffs. Many state employees, including 
those in the judiciary, agreed to pay cuts in the 1990s and again in the early 2000s amount-
ing to two-weeks of their salary so that the jobs of their co-workers could be preserved. We 
would note that such drastic action had not been seen since the Great Depression among 
the state and local government workforce.

Part of the problem in the 1980s was that cities and towns had become dependent on the 
revenue-sharing program by the federal government (which was the pet project of Wilbur 
Mills, the powerful U.S. House Ways and Means Chairman) in the 1970s. Every city and 
town in the country received a nice check directly from the feds with no strings attached. 
However, under President Ronald Reagan, revenue-sharing eventually disappeared (to pay 
for Reagan’s tax cuts and defense spending) and cities and towns were left with gaping 
holes in their budgets that led to the layoffs of the 1980s. A similar scenario is playing out 
today with promised reductions in funds to the states from the federal government.

In addition, cities and towns in the early 1980s were greatly affected by the passage of 
Prop. 2 and 1/2, which reduced their revenue-raising capacity.

All of those fiscal crises also shared something else in common: Our officials did not 
realize until it was way too late that revenue was declining, month-by-month-by-month. 
The longer they waited to do the obvious, the more pain it caused.

Simple arithmetic informs us that those four financial crises from the late 1970s through 
2010 occurred basically in 10-year cycles. We have been fortunate that we have avoided a 
similar fiscal calamity for almost 15 years. But it would appear that “the times they are a’ 
changin’ “ and we soon will be in for a rocky road ahead.

Finally, we would note that the breadth of state government has grown hugely in the 
past few years. Former Gov. Charlie Baker’s proposed budget for FY 2022 was about $45 
billion (the legislature eventually passed a budget of about $48 billion), but this year’s pro-
posed budget by Gov. Maura Healey is about $62 billion, which is more than 25% greater 
than the final budget of four years ago (and almost 40% more than what Baker initially had 
proposed).

While it is true that the state has about $8 billion in its Stabilization Fund (a/k/a the 
Rainy Day Fund), state coffers have been reduced by more than $1 billion in the past year 
and are facing further depletion because of the immigration crisis.

As we write about the goings-on in the local communities we cover, we are amazed at 
the growth of the bureaucracies at the state and local levels. There are new departments and 
new jobs that could not have been imagined back when we started our career in journalism 
50 years ago. But we think the time is now for our elected officials to face reality and make 
the difficult decisions to ensure that government’s core functions, public safety and public 
education,  are maintained, and eliminate things that are non-essential.

Maintenance for the MBTA is essential. Constructing new, seldomly-used bicycle lanes 
is not. (We ourselves are dedicated cyclists who train for triathlons, but as much as we’d 
like to see bike lanes everywhere, we have to concede that they rate at the bottom of the 
list of government priorities.)

In short, if our elected officials do not take steps now to pare back public spending, then, 
as history has shown time and time again, when the opportunity for making responsible 
choices has passed, the eventual day of reckoning will be far worse than we could have 
imagined.

IT WAS GREAT TO SEE 

CAPTAIN MIKE ERUZIONE AT THE BIG GAME

We just wanted to mention that it was great to see Winthrop’s own Mike Eruzione serv-
ing as the honorary captain of Team USA for the big game with Canada (whose honorary 
captain was Wayne Gretzky) at the TD Garden last week for one of the biggest internation-
al hockey games in several years.

It was 45 years ago this past week (on Feb. 22, 1980) that Mike scored his epic, 
game-winning goal vs. the Russians at the Winter Olympics at Lake Placid and two days 
later led the U.S. to the gold medal victory vs. Finland -- the Miracle on Ice that Sports 
Illustrated labeled as THE #1 sports event of the 20th century.

Capt. Mike’s presence on occasions such as these not only brings back those stirring 
memories (“Do you believe in miracles!!!” in the immortal words of Al Michaels), but 
also reminds us of a time when sports uniquely had the ability to bring us together and to 
transcend whatever forces might divide us as a nation.

CONCERNS FOR 
LGBTQIA+ RIGHTS 
IN WINTHROP AND 
BEYOND

Dear Editor,
As a member of Win-

throp’s LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity for the past eleven years, 
I felt it was really important 
to share what many of us in 
community are feeling giv-
en all that is happening in 
America right now. We have 
fear. Outright fear as trans-
gendered people are further 
marginalized by the current 
administration and many 
of their supporters. We are 
worried about Project 2025, 
which is obviously an ini-
tiative of the current regime. 
Many same-sex couples are 
worried about their future in 
the US in regard to the right 
of marriage under the federal 
government and the benefits, 
and rights that come with it 
being taken away from them. 
My husband and I are deep-
ly concerned and have been 
trying to map out our future 
both the Commonwealth and 
the United States. Justices 
Alito and Thomas made it 
crystal clear where they stand 
on marriage equality. I would 
suspect the other conserva-
tive justices appointed un-
der Trump’s last stint in the 
White House fall in line with 
Alito and Thomas.

When the president of 
the United States through 
his proclamations of “Only 
two genders” disparages 
transgendered citizens of 
this country through rheto-
ric, that instills fear. When a 
political and societal climate 
of hatred and disenfranchise-
ment is created which makes 
members of the LGBTQIA+ 
community feel unsafe, un-
welcome and outcast, that 
creates a toxic environment. 
For anyone reading this letter 
who has not taken the time 
to read Project 2025, I urge 
you to do so. You will see 
for yourselves these atroci-
ties being directed at specific 
populations in this country. I 
am deeply concerned for the 
safety, well-being and legal 
rights of people in my life cir-
cle, but none more so than in 
the LGBTQIA+ community. 
Please understand that I am 
worried about anyone who 
is being marginalized by the 

actions of this current admin-
istration in Washington DC, 
and those who support it.

I personally have friends 
who are transgendered that 
have already relocated out-
side this country. It is an 
absolute shame they had to 
take on such an endeavor, but 
unfortunately remaining here 
was not an option. When your 
personal safety and life are at 
extreme risk, you do what 
is necessary. I have friends 
in the broader LGBTQIA+ 
community who are lever-
aging their options right 
now in regard to remaining 
in the USA. The push to roll 
back DEI in the workplace 
and other areas of engage-
ment opens up LGBTQIA+ 
citizens to opportunities of 
workplace discrimination 
and more. That is fact.

The hardest thing I have 
processing is the ignorance, 
vitriol and violence exhibit-
ed towards people who are 
members of the LGBTQIA+ 
community, and especially 
transgendered people. But 
that is being fueled by the 
president and others in his 
orb. And it is being embraced 
by people who lack empa-
thy and caring towards oth-
er human beings. My ‘trans’ 
friends are scared and wor-
ried, and I am worried for 
them, for my husband, and 
for the country as a whole. 
LGBTQIA+ people need to 
unite together with our al-
lies and stand up for and on 
behalf of anyone being mar-
ginalized and whose rights 
in this country are under 
fire from people like Donald 
Trump, JD Vance, Elon Musk 
and so many others. There is 
something to be said for re-
siliency and perseverance. 
We are a strong community 
of amazing people who are 
supporting and helping one 
another in these incredibly 
troubled times, and we will 
not relent.

To any transgendered 
citizens and the broader 
LGBTQIA+ Winthrop com-
munity, we can prevail if 
we work together. There are 
many legal resources out 
there at our disposal to assist, 
answer questions and navi-
gate through these dark wa-
ters. Do not give up nor give 
in. Not now, not ever. That 
is what they desire us to do; 

give up and give in to their 
ill will. Now is not the time 
to lay down in fear. Now is 
the time to rise up in cour-
age, fortitude, determination, 
strength and empowered. We 
will not go backwards.

Scott Mahoney-Wright

ON TRAFFIC 
CAMERAS

Dear Editor,
I am sorry I missed last 

week’s edition where I un-
derstand you expressed the 
view that speed-detecting 
cameras are ill advised.  If 
we want to address the traffic 
problem I can’t imagine why 
we would turn our back on 
this tool. Let me relate a re-
cent experience.

I had the pleasure of driv-
ing around New Zealand 
and Australia for a month 
last year.  When you pick up 
your rental car you are clear-
ly warned that cameras are 
in wide use and you will be 
ticketed; everywhere!  City 
and country.

As I left Melbourne head-
ing west (think leaving Bos-
ton on the Mass Pike) I was 
struck by a strange observa-
tion.  Everyone was going 
the speed limit.  No one was 
passing on the wrong side, 
no tailgating or excessive 
lane changing. There was an 
unfamiliar civility about the 
entire driving experience.

Compare that to home 
where for 25 years I have 
been walking my dogs on 
Commonwealth Ave.  It has 
become a drag strip.  High 
speeds, constantly seeing red 
lights ignored.  And don’t 
get me started on the new 
scourge: that of the wrong 
way, unlit, sidewalk driving 
food delivery motorbikes.

By the way, I’ve never 
seen a traffic stop of a pas-
senger vehicle on Comm Ave 
by the BPD.

So to those charged with 
making our world safer, let’s 
use cameras to address the 
speeding and red light infrac-
tions.  Let’s use traffic calm-
ing devices seen elsewhere 
such as city street style speed 
bumps. 

Oh and by the way, Aus-
tralia, with a road system 
profile similar to ours, has 
40% of the per capita driving 
deaths we have.

Michael Gallup

service frequency, extend 
operating hours, and work 
toward full-year service.

• 2022 Economic Devel-
opment Bill (ARPA Funds): 
Allocated $150,000 to sup-
port weekend ferry services 
and enhance operational ca-
pacity.

• 2024 Capital Authoriza-
tions: Obtained $900,000 for 
the purchase of a new ferry 
vessel, expanding capacity 
and reducing travel times.

Senator Edwards also 
spearheaded efforts to add 

a stop at Boston Logan Air-
port:

This will give passengers 
seamless access to the airport 
directly from the ferry. The 
new route will serve Win-
throp, Boston Logan Airport, 
Boston North End, & Boston 
Seaport.

“Water transportation is 
not just about convenience—
it’s about equity, sustain-
ability, and investing in the 
long-term growth of our 
communities,” Edwards add-
ed. “I’m proud to have deliv-

ered real results for Winthrop 
commuters.”

The expanded ferry service 
will begin Monday, April 28, 
2025, with weekend service 
launching Saturday, May 24, 
2025. A one-way fare on the 
Winthrop Ferry will be $6.50 
($3.25 for Reduced Fare rid-
ers). Tickets will be available 
via the mTicket app, com-
muter pass, or for cash pur-
chase onboard.

For more information on 
schedules and fares, visit 
mbta.com/Ferry.
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To place a 
memoriam in 
the Winthrop 

Transcript, 
please call 

781-485-0588 

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden    Amy Torf  Golden
Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)

M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)
Richard A. Pruneau

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

©
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All types of services
for all types of people.

Some people prefer traditional funeral 
services. Others prefer cremation. 

Some want an elaborate ceremony. 
Then there are others who don’t 
want any ceremony at all. When 
it comes to funerals, there are 
as many options as there are 

people. And we take pride in 
being able to say we offer them all.

(617) 846-8700
www.CaggianoFuneralHome.com. 

www.CremationsbyCaggianoFH.com

Caggiano
FUNERAL HOME

147 Winthrop Street • Winthrop, Massachusetts 02152
Telephone: 617-846-8700 Fax: 617-846-8701

www.caggianofuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES
Geraldine Crombie

Lifelong Winthrop resident

Geraldine L. (Silva) 
Crombile, a lifelong resi-
dent of Winthrop, passed 
away peacefully on Febru-
ary 18, 2025, at 81 years of 
age.

The devoted wife of the 
late Martin P. Crombie, she 
was the beloved mother of 
Dorothy Solander and her 
husband, Dale of Quincy, 
Robert Sanborn and his 
wife, Diana of Athol, Mi-
chael Crombie and his wife, 
Sara of Saugus and Karen 
Crombie of Winthrop; dear 
sister of the late Barbara 
Craig and Elaine Cleary; 
adored Nana of Matthew 
and Nicholas Solander, Mi-
chael, Jonathan, and Chris-
topher Crombie, and the 
late Mark Alfred Martin So-
lander. She is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews.

Family and friends hon-
ored Geraldine’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, East 
Boston, on Sunday, Febru-
ary 23rd and again on Mon-
day morning at 8:30 before 
leaving in procession to St. 
Michael the Archangel/St. 
John’s Church, Winthrop. 
Services concluded with 
Geraldine being laid to rest 
at Winthrop Cemetery, Belle 

Isle section, Winthrop. May 
she rest in peace.

 To leave an online con-
dolence visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

LLeenntt  &&  EEaasstteerr  22002255  aatt  SStt..  MMiicchhaaeell  tthhee  AArrcchhaannggeell  PPaarriisshh  

AAsshh  WWeeddnneessddaayy  Masses are at 7:00am, 9:00am, 3:00pm, and 7:00pm 
March 5 Logan Airport Chapel: 10:30am - 11:30am Ash Distribution only 

  

SSttaattiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  CCrroossss March 7, 14, 21, 28 and April 4 at 7:00pm 

 Friday, April 11: “Living Stations” drama by teens at 7:00pm 
 Palm Sunday, April 13: “Living Stations” drama by teens at 7:00pm 
  

SStt..  JJoosseepphh  TTaabbllee  Join us for this festive traditional gathering after the 10:00am Mass. 

March 23 
 

**PPaarriisshh  MMiissssiioonn** “PPrraayyiinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  SSaaiinnttss””      77::0000ppmm        UUppppeerr  CChhuurrcchh 
March 24-26 Take some time for yourself this Lent by coming to hear great speakers and enjoy moving music. 

Please bring your friends and family. If you cannot make it, our mission will be live streamed. 
 

MMoonnddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2244   ““SStt..  FFaauussttiinnaa””  Speaker & Sacrament of Penance 
TTuueessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2255  ““SStt..  BBeenneeddiicctt””  Speaker & Eucharistic Adoration  
WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2266  ””SStt..  IIggnnaattiiuuss””  Speaker & Holy Mass  

Reception to follow in the Parish Lower Church. 
 

CCoonnffeessssiioonnss  Thursdays 5:00pm-6:00pm during Eucharistic Adoration (Upper Church), 

Fridays after 9:00am Mass (Lower Church), Saturdays 3:00pm-3:45pm (Upper Church), 
and Holy Saturday (April 19) 3:00pm-4:00pm, or at the Parish Center by appointment 

 

EEuucchhaarriissttiicc   Monday 9:30-10:30am (Lower Church), Thursdays 5:00pm-7:00pm (Upper Church) 

AAddoorraattiioonn   
  

DDaaiillyy  MMaassss  Monday through Saturday 9:00am (Lower Church) 

  
HHoollyy  WWeeeekk  &&  EEaasstteerr  SScchheedduullee  

  PPaallmm  SSuunnddaayy  VViiggiill,,  AApprriill  1122    Mass at 4:00pm 
  PPaallmm  SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprriill  1133    Masses at 8:00am, 10:00am, 11:00am, 12 Noon, & 5:00pm 

      “Living Stations” drama by teens at 7:00pm 

  HHoollyy  TThhuurrssddaayy,,  AApprriill  1177    Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm  

  GGoooodd  FFrriiddaayy,,  AApprriill  1188    Liturgy and Veneration of the Cross at 7:00pm  

HHoollyy  SSaattuurrddaayy,,  AApprriill  1199    Confessions heard 3:00 -4:00pm  
Easter Vigil Mass at 7:00pm, featuring trumpet music 

EEaasstteerr  SSuunnddaayy,,  AApprriill  2200    Masses:  -8:00am 
-10:00am Family Mass featuring trumpet music  

and followed by Easter Egg Hunt, 
   -11:00am 

-12 Noon   (no 5:00pm Mass) 

CELEBRATE 
WOMEN’S HISTORY 
ON FREEDOM TRAIL 
REVOLUTIONARY 
WOMEN TOURS

Freedom Trail® Founda-
tion announces the return of 
the beloved tour experience, 
Revolutionary Women 
Tours throughout Women’s 
History Month in March! 
Discover the indomitable 

women who took part in the 
American Revolution, and 
the generations of women 
that followed, inaugurating 
their own struggles for free-
dom and equality.

The Freedom Trail Rev-
olutionary Women Tours 
invites people of all ages 
to walk the Freedom Trail 
and explore four centuries 
of revolutionary wom-
en who changed history. 
These 90-minute tours fea-

ture tales of the early reli-
gious rebellions of Anne 
Hutchinson and Mary Dyer, 
abolitionist movements of 
Sojourner Truth and Har-
riet Tubman, landmark 
achievements of Black pio-
neers Phillis Wheatley and 
Dr. Rebecca Lee Crumpler, 
prolific writings of Abigail 
Adams and Louisa May Al-
cott, dynamic speeches of 
Margaret Sanger and Susan 
B. Anthony, and more. Walk 

the paths these influential 
women treaded, while vis-
iting the places where their 
voices were heard, works 
published, and were laid to 
rest.  

The tours feature official 
Freedom Trail historic sites 
from the site of the Great 
Elm on Boston Common, 
where women paid the ul-
timate price for refusing to 
conform to puritanical val-
ues, to the Granary Burying 
Ground, where those who 
fought fiercely for inde-
pendence are remembered 
alongside their revolution-
ary male counterparts, and 
the Old Corner Bookstore 
and Old South Meeting 
House, where women made 
change through the power 
of literature and the spo-
ken word. Revolutionary 
Women Tours culminate at 
Faneuil Hall, the Cradle of 
Liberty, which was prom-
inent in both the abolition-
ist and women’s suffrage 
movements.  

Revolutionary Women 
Tours depart from the Bos-
ton Common Visitor Infor-
mation Center on Saturdays 
and Sundays in March at 
10:45 a.m. Led by 18th-cen-
tury costumed guides, Free-
dom Trail Foundation’s 
walking tours are $17 for 
adults, $15 for seniors/stu-
dents, and $8 for children, 
and include a $1 donation 
to the Freedom Trail Foun-
dation’s Preservation Fund. 
Tickets may be purchased 
at the Boston Common Vis-
itor Information Center or 
online at TheFreedomTrail.
org. All walking tours and 
specialty tours, including 
the Revolutionary Women 
Tours, are available as pri-
vate tours year-round by 
appointment and are per-
fect for families, company 
outings, corporate activities 
and team building, tourist 
groups, and more. For ad-
ditional information please 
visit TheFreedomTrail.org 
or call (617) 357-8300.

Fire Station // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
demolition of the middle 
school and the auditorium, 
as well as a 16 percent es-
calation figure to take into 
account when the work will 
actually begin and an addi-
tional $2.5 million in con-
tingency costs.

“The last three .. debt 
exclusions, the (Cummings 
School), the Fort Banks, 
and the Miller Field have all 
come in under (the budget 
figure),” said Letterie.

Letterie said the town 
does have approval from the 
state on the wording for the 
debt exclusion ballot ques-
tion.

“It would be headed, 

Building a New Fire Sta-
tion Located at 151 Pauline 
St.,” said Letterie. “Ques-
tion: Should the Town of 
Winthrop be allowed to ex-
empt from the provisions of 
Proposition 2-½, so-called, 
the amounts to pay for the 
bonds issued in order to 
pay costs of the demolition 
of the old middle school 
and auditorium, and for de-
signing, engineering, con-
structing, equipping, and 
furnishing a new fire station 
including the payment of 
costs incidental and relative 
thereto.”

The ballot will also in-
clude an explanation para-
graph that states that the 

town council has voted to 
appropriate funds to demol-
ish the old middle school 
and auditorium to build a 
new fire station in the town.

“The new fire station will 
replace the two existing sta-
tions that will be deactivated 
on completion of construc-
tion,” the explanation states. 
“The appropriated funds 
would authorize vendors 
to demolish the existing 
old middle school and au-
ditorium and design, engi-
neer, build, and furnish the 
old fire station. The funds 
would be borrowed by the 
treasurer and approved by 
the town manager.

“The cost of the debt ser-

vice, like a mortgage, would 
be added to your taxes only 
until the debt service is paid 
off.”

The entire debt service 
payments are anticipated to 
begin in Fiscal Year 2028.

Building committee 
members noted there are 
some final adjustments 
being made to the project 
website at winthropfiresta-
tion.com.

In addition, committee 
members encouraged res-
idents who want to host a 
coffee hour on the debt ex-
clusion and the need for a 
new fire station to contact 
Fire Chief Scott Wiley.

By Adam Swift

Fire Chief Scott Wiley 
presented the most recent 
update to the town’s emer-
gency management plan 
at the most recent town 
council meeting earlier this 
month.

“The town of Winthrop is 
part of the Mystic Regional 
Emergency Planning Com-
mission,” said Wiley. “We 
are one of 27 communities 
in the Regional Emergency 
Planning Commission, and 
we meet monthly and train 
quarterly.”

One of the ways the emer-
gency management plan 
gets put together, the fire 
chief said, is through tier 2 
reporting through the state-
wide emergency response 
commission. That reporting 
mandates that anyone who 
stores hazardous materials 

on their property has to re-
port it to the state, and that 
reporting gets put into state 
software.

“There are 3,000 indi-
vidual sites in the 27 com-
munities, and each one is 
extremely detailed,” said 
Wiley, adding that the in-
formation is not for public 
dissemination because it in-
cludes detailed information 
on the amount, properties, 
and storage locations of the 
materials.

The town’s emergency 
management plan takes into 
account how the town and 
the region would deal with 
any issues involving those 
hazardous materials.

In addition, the document 
touches on other emergency 
management issues, from 
providing information on 
the town’s website to in-
formation on how the town 
and region would deal with 

flooding and other natural 
disasters.

“The primary goal of 
government is to provide for 
the safety and welfare of its 
citizens, and they are never 
more threatened than during 
a time of disaster and other 
emergencies,” said Wiley. 
“The goal of emergency 
management is to ensure 
that effective, multi-disci-
pline, multi-jurisdictional 
mitigation responses and re-
covery plans exist and that 
the public welfare and safe-
ty is preserved. This is an 
88-page document the town 
manager and I sign off on.”

Wiley said the plan has 
specifics about the oper-
ation of the emergency 
operations center and pro-
vides information on threat 
hazards, incident coordina-
tion, assistance with special 
needs populations, and the 
roles and responsibilities of 

each department head in the 
town.

When it comes to re-
sponding to hazardous ma-
terials incidents, Wiley not-
ed that all police officers in 
town have hazardous mate-
rial awareness training, and 
that all firefighters have, at 
a minimum, hazardous ma-
terials operational training.

“One of the issues that 
people concern themselves 
with, rightfully so, are haz-
ardous materials incidents,” 
said Wiley. “While this is 
very specific in how we 
respond to something like 
that, it doesn’t go into oper-
ations responses with a one-
size-fits-all response.”

When it comes to hazard-
ous materials, Wiley said 
the response can be depen-
dent on the location, the 
materials, the weather, and 
other factors.

In Loving Memory Of

Pamela J. 
Chipman
July 4, 1951-Feb. 25, 2010

15th Anniversary

Along  the road 
of suffering,

 you found a little lane 
that took you up to 

heaven and ended your 
pain. You maybe out of 
sight, we may be worlds 

apart but you are 
always in our prayers 

and forever in our 
hearts. 

Lovingly remembered 
and sadly missed,
Shawna, Chris, 
Mom & Marty

& Family

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Fire chief updates council on 
emergency management plan
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MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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January 17, 2022,
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one day
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EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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charlestown

CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-

T H U R S D AY,  J A n U A RY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(emerAlD necklAce Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mAss/cAss Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working grouP Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 

BOOK YOUR POST ITCall Your 
Advertising Rep(781)485-0588

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)Undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

All month longAll month long
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 
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agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent
Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000

Offered by: Dan ClucasDan Clucas
(617) 548-7716 30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 1-13

37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
AGREEMENTAGREEMENT

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.05  Price 
subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrssMon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER THURSDAY

By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(coViD Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

The North End Regional Review  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(eDWArDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards

THE
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 Winthrop Senior Center News
35 Harvard Street, Winthrop, MA 02152    

Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-3:30p.m. / Friday: 8:30am-1p.m.  Phone: 617-846-8538
Website: www.town.winthrop.ma.us   Email: COAReception@town.winthrop.ma.us

A full list of the activities, 
programs, trips, and services 
offered at the Senior Center 
can be found in our news-
letter, which is available at 
the Senior Center and on our 
website.

 
Monday, March 3

 9:00am-3:00am: Comput-
er Usage

10:00am-11:00am: Yoga 
with Trish ($5)

11:00am: Grab $ Go 
Lunch Pick-Up

11:30am-2:30pm: Game 
Day/Mahjong

 
Tuesday, March 4

 9:00am-3:00pm: Comput-
er Usage

9:30am-10:30am: Exer-
cise Class ($1)

10:00am: Bowling at the 
Winthrop Elks ($15 annual-
ly)

11:00am-12:00pm: Blood 
Pressures

11:00am-12:0pm: Exer-
cise for Arthritis

11:00am: Grab & Go 
Lunch Pick-Up

12:30pm-2:30pm: Art 
Class with Dawn ($6)

 
Wednesday, March 5 
 9:00am-3:00pm: Comput-

er Usage
9:15am-10:15am: Yoga 

with Trish ($5)
10:00am-12:00pm: Be-

reavement & Caregiver Sup-
port Group

10:30am-11:30am: Zumba 
with Cindy ($5)

11:00am: Grab & Go 
Lunch Pick-Up

11:45am-12:45pm: Tai 
Chi / Qi Gong ($5)

12:30pm-2:30pm: Charlie 
Card Workshop

1:15pm-2:45pm: Italian 
Class

 

Thursday, March 6
 9:00am-3:00pm: Comput-

er Usage
9:00am-3:00pm: Medical 

Pedicures
9:30am-10:30am: Exer-

cise Class ($1)
10:30am-11:30am: Sea-

side Tappers ($5)
10:30am-1:30pm: Hearing 

Screenings
10:30am-12:00pm: Red 

Hatters
12:00pm-12:30pm: Dine-

In / Grab & Go Lunch Pick-
Up

12:45pm-3:00pm: Bingo    
 

Friday, March 7  
9:00am-12:00pm: Com-

puter Usage
9:00am-10:00am: Yoga 

with Trish ($5)
10:00am-11:00am: Line 

Dancing ($5)
11:00am: Grab & Go 

Lunch Pick-Up
11:30am-12:30pm: Journ-

aling Workshop
 
Senior Lunch Program: 

The Senior Center offers 
in-person dining on Thurs-
days from 12-12:30pm. Grab 
and Go Lunches are also 
available for pick up Mon-
day – Friday between 11am 
and 1pm. To reserve a lunch, 
please stop by the front desk 
or call the Senior Center 
at 617-846-8538 by 11am 
the day before (for Monday 
lunch, reservations must be 
made by 11am on Friday). 
Menus are available on our 

website and at the Senior 
Center.  Please note, lunch-
es cannot be held overnight; 
they must be picked up on the 
day that they were requested 
for.

 
Senior Van. The Senior 

Van runs Monday - Thursday 
from 8:45am-3pm and Fri-
days 8:45am-12:15pm. Res-
ervations are on a first come, 
first served basis, and can be 
made by calling the Senior 
Center at least two week-
days prior to the desired date.  
Rides to medical appoint-
ments will be prioritized. A 
list of destinations and pric-
ing is available on our web-
site and in our newsletter.

 
Senior Van Schedule 

Updates: Beginning in Feb-
ruary, the Senior Van will 
run on Fridays from 8:45am 
to 12:15pm. Rides will be 
limited to Winthrop, Revere 
and East Boston destinations 
only.  Return trips must be 
completed by 12:15pm. 

 
Senior Van Shopping 

Schedule (beginning Febru-
ary 1, 2025)

Mondays: Market Basket 
Chelsea at 8:45am

Tuesdays: Market Basket 
Revere at 8:45am

Wednesdays: Stop & 
Shop/Target at 12:30pm

Thursdays: Stop & Shop/
Target at 8:45am

Fridays: Market Basket 
Revere at 8:45am

 
Rides may be booked up 

to 2 weeks in advance but 
must be scheduled at least 2 
weekdays in advance by call-
ing the Senior Center at 617-
846-8538. A full list of desti-
nations/pricing is available in 
our newsletter and online at 
www.winthropma.gov/coun-
cil-aging.

Courtesy Photos

On Monday afternoon, 
family, friends and veterans 
came together at the bridge 
to wish the best of luck to 
Hunter Fife as he embarks 
on his journey with the Air 
Force en route to boot camp 
followed by active duty.  

A proud 2024 graduate 
of Winthrop High School, 
Hunter made his mark play-
ing varsity hockey and la-
crosse. But beyond the field 
and the rink, he is a son, a 
brother, a friend—a young 
man deeply rooted in the 
love of his family and his 
town. He lives with his par-
ents, Heather and Tim, his 
brother Dylan, and their 
loyal dog, Roxy.

As he steps into this next 
chapter, first through boot 
camp and then into firefight-
er training as an Air Force 
airman, Hunter carries with 
him the strength and support 
of those who stood by him 
on this day.  Also present 
for the stand-out were Win-
throp American Legion Post 

146 veterans, and members 
of the Winthrop Police and 
Winthrop Fire Departments.   
According to Kim Adam-
son, Hunter’s aunt, “The 
unwavering support from 
the veterans, police and fire, 

and Hunter’s family and his 
friends who were able to 
show up - many are away 
at college - this shows the 
power of our community 
and the bonds that tie us to-
gether!”

WINTHROP'S HEARTFELT SEND-OFF FOR  
AIR FORCE RECRUIT HUNTER FIFE

U.S. Airforce trainee Hunter Fife

Hunter is joined by friends on the bridge during his send-off.

Local Veterans came out to show their support for Hunter.

Family and friends waving flags in support of U.S. Airforce 
trainee Hunter Fife as he begins his journey to boot camp.

It was an emotional moment 
for many on the Belle Isle 
Bridge.
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DON’T WAIT! RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW AND GET YOUR 
AD IN THE EYES OF THOUSANDS. CALL 781-485-0588

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!
SportsSports

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;    
Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY MARCH 5TH 2025

Smithfield Domestic Ham ............................. $4.99/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie Chicken Breast ..... $8.99/lb
Margherita Genoa Salami...............................$7.99/lb
Belgioioso Slicing Provolone .......................... $5.99/lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad ........................... $9.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, February 28th through Sunday, March 2nd

"while supplies last"

Produce
California Sweet & Seedless Navel Oranges .....$1.39/lb
Tender Green Asparagus ..............................$2.59/lb
Fresh Summer Squash ................................... $1.49/lb
Fresh Zucchini  ................................................. $1.49/lb
Fresh Mild Red Onions ....................................$1.39/lb
Sweet & Seedless Cut Watermelon ............$1.09/lb

BAKERY

Gala 8x8 Asst. Cakes ........................................ $4.99
8" Pumpkin Pie ..................................................... $6.99

DELI

Great Lakes American Cheese .....................$3.99/lb
PRODUCE

Fresh & Sweet Premium Red or 

Green Seedless Crunchy Grapes ................ $2.39/lb
MEAT

Best Yet Frozen Cooked Shrimp  ..............$8.99/pkg
21-25ct

GROCERY

Hood Ice Cream ................................................ 2/$7.00

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

London Broil Shoulder Steaks .....................$5.99/lb
Blade Steaks ..................................................$5.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters ....................$1.09/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks .......................$1.09/lb
Kayem Sliced Bacon 12 oz .......................... $6.99/lb
House of Raeford Frozen Chicken 
                  Wings 5 lb bag ................................... $12.99

Kraft Macaroni & Cheese Cups ............... 10/$10.00
(cups only)

Maxwell House Ground Coffee ..........................$3.99
Best Yet Mayonnaise 30 oz .............................$3.99
Kellogg's Frosted Flakes Cereal ..................2/$6.00
Ronzoni Pasta ..................................................4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-super green-garden veggie)
Rice-A-Roni Side Dishes ................................4/$5.00
Tuttorosso Canned Tomatoes ......................3/$5.00
Dole Fruit Bowls 4 pk ....................................2/$6.00
Tide Liquid Laundry Detergent 42 oz ..............$6.99
Kellogg's Eggo Waffles (ex: Thick & Fluffy) .2/$6.00
Ellios Pizza ......................................................2/$8.00
Best Yet Frozen Potatoes ...........................2/$6.00
Best Yet Cheese Bars ...................................2/$4.00
Silk Soy Milk 64 oz ........................................2/$6.00
Simply Juice Drinks ....................................... 2/$5.00

Bakery
7" Single Layer Oreo Cake ..................................$9.99
Oven Delights Chocolate, Almond
 or Butter Croissant ....................................... 2/$4.00
Gourmet Oreo Cupcakes 4 pk ............................$4.99

WHS SPORTS ROUNDUP THE WHS LADY VIKINGS VARSITY BASKETBALL 
TEAM HONORS SENIORS

JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  oouurr  AAnnnnuuaall    

SStt..  PPaattrriicckk’’ss  DDaayy  BBooiilleedd  DDiinnnneerr  
WWiitthh  HHoommeemmaaddee  DDeesssseerrttss  

 
FIRST CHURCH OF WINTHROP UNITED 

METHODIST 

217 Winthrop Street, Winthrop, MA 

Entrance is in the rear 

 

 

IIrriisshh  MMuussiicc By RRaallpphh  OO’’TTuuff    

 DOOR PRIZES 
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  88tthh  @@  55::3300  PPMM  

CChheeeessee  &&  CCrraacckkeerrss  

CCaallll  CChhuurrcchh  ooffffiiccee  ffoorr  TTiicckkeettss  661177--884466--00770088  

$$1155..0000  AAdduullttss  --  $$1100..0000  CChhiillddrreenn  ((1122  aanndd  uunnddeerr))    

WHS GIRLS WIN
TOURNEY OPENER;
PLAY THIS THURS.  
IN NORTHBRIDGE
AT 7:00

The Winthrop High girls 
basketball team opened play 
in the MIAA Division 4 
basketball tournament with 
a 51-32 first-round victory 
over Smith Vocational and 
Agricultural School Mon-
day evening at the Win-
throp High gym. Winthrop 
entered the tourney as the 
#21 seed in D-4 with a 7-13 
record, with Smith (13-7) 
coming in as the #44 seed 
in the MIAA's D-4 power 
rankings.

The victory advances 
coach Anthony Hatsizavas 
and his Lady Viking crew 
to the Round of 32 where 
they will travel to face the 
#12-seed Northbridge Lady 
Rams (14-5) this evening 
(Thursday). The opening 
tip for the match-up on the 
Lady Rams' home court is 
set for 7:00.

Monday's contest be-
tween the pair of Lady Vi-
king rivals (Smith's school 
mascot also is the Viking) 
began slowly, as is usually 

the case in tourney openers 
when teams are shaking off 
some first-round jitters.

Winthrop trailed through 
the first five minutes, 6-2, 
with the home Lady Vi-
kings' lone bucket coming 
from sophomore Angela 
Tshwowa.

But with about three min-
utes left in the period, junior 
guard Poli Tsiotos came in 
off the bench and promptly 
sank a pair of treys  from 
the left corner within the 
span of about 45 seconds, 
igniting the home crowd 
and boosting Winthrop into 
an 8-6 advantage that they 
never would relinquish.

Tsiotos's long-range 
touch continued on Win-
throp's opening posses-
sion of the second period, 
with Poli draining her third 
straight trey, this time from 
the right corner, to make it 
11-6.

Teammate Sophia 
Lindinger also hit from 
long-range, boosting Win-
throp into a 15-8 lead mid-
way through the period.

Both Lady Viking teams 
soon found their scoring 

See ROUNDUP Page 8

Dempsey signs full 
contract with Boston 
Fleet pro team

By Transcript Staff

Winthrop’s Jillian 
Dempsey has been signed to 
a full contract by the Boston 
Fleet women’s professional 
hockey team following the 

expiration of her 10- day 
pact.

The contract means that 
Dempsey is officially on 
the roster and will play the 
next several games with the 
PWHL franchise.

Dempsey, who has been 
getting regular shifts, is 
making her presence felt for 
the surging Fleet who have 
won four games in a row 
and climbed up the stand-
ings.

The former Harvard cap-
tain is heading to Montreal 
for a game Saturday against 
her former team at the Bell 
Centre, which is the home 
ice of the Montreal Canadi-
ans. Dempsey played for the 
Montreal team (now known 
as the Montreal Victoire) 
during the 2023-24 season.

Jillian Dempsey

Last Tuesday 
evening was the last 
regularly scheduled 
home game for 
the Lady Vikings 
of Winthrop High 
School. Prior to the 
start of the game the 

four seniors, along 
with their families 
and friends were 
recognized at center 
court with flowers 
and the thanks from 
their teammates.

Senior Captain Zoey Bogusz with her parents 
Tom and Julie Conway.

Senior Lily Conway with her parents, Kelli and Sean, Aunts Kristine and Karyn, and her 3 cousins.

Senior Sophia Lindinger with her parents, Stephanie and Miki, siblings Jenna and Stephen, and her Grandparents, Mary, Grace and Stephen.

Senior Lea Iradukunda with her teammates and friends.
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touch, with Winthrop hav-
ing the better of it, thanks 
primarily to the continued 
three-point accuracy of Tsi-
otos, who hit two more tri-
ples, to give Winthrop a 24-
18 lead at the half.

The home Lady Vikings 
then asserted control at both 
ends of the floor after the 
intermission, outscoring the 
Smith Lady Vikings 15-7 
in the third period to take 
a solid 39-25 lead entering 
the final period, from where 
Winthrop cruised to the big 
win.

"We started off a bit slug-
gish," said Hatzisavas. "I 
think nerves were kicking 
in. It was a great environ-
ment and atmosphere. We 
were down 6-2 for about 
five minutes and then Poli 
Tsiotos buried a three from 
the corner and it all kind of 
changed. The nerves were 
gone and we started playing 
with a ton of energy.

"Smith was hurting us in 
transition and at the half we 
talked about how we need-
ed to limit the turnovers 
and make them beat us in 
halfcourt," Hatzisavas con-
tinued. "We came out in the 
second half creating more 
offensively and played with 
great intensity on defense. 
Lily Conway did a great job 
controlling the paint and re-
ally controlled the glass all 
night. She gave us so many 
second-chance opportuni-
ties on offense with her of-
fensive rebounds and ended 
possessions for them with 
the way she rebounded the 
basketball."

Tsiotos, a junior guard, 
led the Winthrop Lady Vi-
kings in the scoring depart-
ment with a game-high 21 
points. Sophia Lindinger 
chipped in with nine points 
and Zoey Bogusz added 
eight, primarily by doing a 
superb job of getting to the 
lane.

"At the end of the day, 
the real star of the show was 
Poli Tsiotos," said Hatzis-
avas. "Poli had 15 of our 24 
points in the first half, which 
really carried us, and then 
she hit two more threes in 
the second half and finished 
with a game-high and team 
season-high of 21 points.

"Poli comes from a fam-
ily who has a great histo-
ry in Winthrop basketball, 
whether it's dad, uncles, sib-
lings, or cousins," Hatzis-
avas added. "There seems to 
always be a member of her 
family who is making a big 
impact in either of the pro-
grams here. Now it's Poli's 
turn. There is no secret as 
to why Poli has been able 
to find success. Everyday 
during this season Poli has 

been the last player to leave 
the gym. She stays and 
puts in the extra work. She 
doesn't let much affect her 
when she plays the sport of 
basketball, which is another 
great thing about her. 

"After the game I told her 
that as much as I enjoyed her 
making seven three-point-
ers, the thing I enjoyed more 
was the way she brought it 
on the defensive end. That's 
what we take pride in, our 
defense, and as a team we 
have brought that every 
night.

"Smith is a good basket-
ball program and they have 
a 1000-point scorer," said 
Hatzisavas, "so it was nice 
to watch our team rise to the 
challenge and take control 
after our slow start."

Hatzisavas and his crew 
had prepped for the tourney 
contest with a 38-32 victory 
at Gloucester in their regu-
lar-season finale last Thurs-
day.

"Captain Lily Conway re-
ally set the tone right away 
for us with her hustle and 
effort against one of the bet-
ter players in the league," 
said Hatzisavas. "She also 
helped with her scoring, 
which pushed us out to a 
9-1 lead halfway through 
the first period."

Although Winthrop 
trailed by a point at the half, 
the Lady Vikings came out 
on fire after the intermission. 
Winthrop went on a nice 
run that carried through to 
the waning minutes, capped 
by a clutch three-pointer by 
captain Sophia Lindinger 
with a minute to play that 
sealed the victory.

"Bailey Ferguson, cap-
tain Zoey Bogusz, and Poli 
Tsitotos, along with Sophia, 
provided us with some huge 
key baskets throughout the 
game," noted Hatzisavas. "It 
was the right way to head to 
the tournament with a good 
win over a tough opponent, 
especially on the road.

"We were able to secure 
the #21 seed after being the 
#34 seed  just three weeks 
ago," Hatzisavas contin-
ued. "We were #34 -- which 
would have left us out of 
the tourney -- so it shows 
not only how much the girls 
wanted to make it, but also 
to get in at a decent seed-
ing."

If the Lady Vikings de-
feat Northbridge tonight to 
advance to the Sweet 16, 
they most likely will play 
at #5 seed Cohasset, which 
will be meeting the winner 
of the contest between #28 
St. Bernard's and #37 Great-
er Lawrence tomorrow (Fri-
day).

MIAA TOURNAMENT
Winthrop High girls hockey faces 

talented Bishop Stang team in opener
 By Cary Shuman

A season that has met ev-
ery goal to-date enters its 
next exciting chapter with 
the MIAA Tournament at 
hand.

Coach Butch Martucci’s 
Northeast League co-cham-
pion Winthrop High School 
girls hockey team play 
Bishop Stang High School 
in a first-round game today 
(Thursday) at 4:30 p.m. in 

New Bedford.
The Winthrop Vikings 

(14-3-1) are the No. 15 seed 
while the Bishop Stang 
Spartans (14-5-1) are the 
No. 18 seed in Division 1.

“They’re a very good 
hockey team,” said Coach 
Martucci. “I’ve watched 
them on film. They have 
good size. They can skate. 
They have a good goalie. 
It’s going to be an interest-
ing matchup.”

Towse, Serino help  
Vikings prevail in season 

finale
The Vikings, led by an-

other sterling performance 
from goaltender Riley 
Towse. defeated Weymouth, 
1-0, in the regular season fi-
nale Feb. 18 at Larsen Rink.

Amelia Serino scored the 
only goal in the first period, 
tipping home a shot from 
the point by Fran Indrisano.

Towse, who should be 
selected the All-Conference 
netminder, posted her sixth 
shutout of the season.

“Riley was fantastic. We 
were in the penalty box for a 
lot of the game, and we had 
to kill off three 5-on-3 situa-
tions,” said Martucci.

The coach noted the PK 
efforts of Chloe Couture, 
Amelia Spencer, Tegan 
Pereira, Reese Ferrara, Ava-
lina Coffey, and Talia Mar-
tucci.

“Weymouth needed some 
wins to get into the tourna-
ment, so they played us re-
ally tough,” said Martucci. 
“We were dominating early 
before the penalties held us 
back a little.”

VIKING NOTEBOOK
Talia Martucci completed 

a phenomenal season with 
39 points, tops in the league 
and on the entire North 
Shore. Talia is clearly the 
leading candidate for league 
MVP, but that decision rests 
with the coaches who will 
vote at a meeting this Sun-
day.

Riley Towse, Amelia 
Spencer, Tegan Pereira, 
and Avalina Coffey are 
other strong candidates for 
All-Conference and All-
Star recognition.

 
Optimism reigns

Butch Martucci is opti-
mistic about the Vikings’ 
first-round matchup with 
Bishop Stang.

“I feel very confident go-
ing into the tournament,” 
said Martucci. “With the 
defense playing the way 
they have, and Riley on top 
of her game in net, it’s go-
ing to be very hard to beat 
us. We’re looking for some 
timely scoring and hopeful-
ly we’ll get the offense we 
need to cover it.

“It’s been a great year 
all-round. I’m very lucky to 
have such a good group and 
I’m super proud of them, 
one way or the other, but I’d 
like to see us win the first 
one and make a run from 
there,” concluded Martucci.

Winthrop High School Hall of Fame inductee Tracey Gigliello 
Martucci, wearing her daughter, senior captain Talia Martucci’s 
hockey jersey on Senior Day at Larsen Rink, is ready to support 
her husband, Coach Butch Martucci, and his Vikings in the 
MIAA Tournament opener versus Bishop Stang High School 
Thursday.

Winthrop boys hockey 
begins tourney play

By Transcript Staff

The Winthrop High 
School boys hockey team 
was set to begin play in the 
MIAA Division 4 Tourna-
ment Wednesday against 
Apponequet Regional at 
Larsen Rink.

Coach Dale Dunbar’s Vi-
kings (11-6-2) are the No. 5 
seed. Apponequet (7-11-0) 
is the No. 28 seed.

The Vikings entered the 
tournament after a hard-
fought 2-2 overtime tie in 
their final home game of 
the year against Division 
3 Wakefield, ranked No. 
22. In that non-conference 
game on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19th, sophomore Joe 
Pumphret opened the scor-
ing in the first period, as-
sisted by freshman Breadon 
Lounsbery and senior de-

fenseman Aidan Survilas. 
Junior Bert Kline added 
another goal in the second 
period, assisted by junior 
Tomas Babine. Wakefield 
rallied in the third period 
with two unanswered goals 
to force overtime. Despite 
dominating play in the extra 
period, Winthrop couldn’t 
find the net, resulting in the 
tie. Senior captain and goal-
ie Mike Donahue made sev-
eral key saves throughout 
the game, including one in 
overtime.

The winner of the Win-
throp-Apponequet game 
would play the winner 
of the Norwell-Abington 
game in the Round of 16. 
If Winthrop wins against 
Apponequet, they will host 
the next game on Saturday, 
March 1st.

 
The style looks the same 

as it did at Larsen Rink:  
Legs churning constantly, 
head as if on a swivel, and 
the skates carving, swerv-
ing, cutting and gliding in 
fluid coordination with the 
puck.  

The big difference, of 
course, is that Pete Silver-
man, WHS Class of 2024, 
now wears a “T” on the 
front of his No. 20 hockey 
jersey as he buzzes around 
the MacMorran Field House 
and Hockey Rink for the 
Tilton (NH) Rams Varsity A 
team.  It is an important next 
stop in Silverman’s hockey 
journey.

“My next plans are to 
play college hockey, so I 
am looking at juniors for 
next year,” said the 5’10”, 
168-pound forward who has 
added some muscle bulk to 
his frame since high school 
graduation.

Tilton plays against 
top-tier programs of the 
competitive Lakes Region 
League of the New England 
Prep School Athletic Coun-
cil. Tilton hockey alumni 

have populated the rosters 
of major college hockey 
programs, and that’s what 
Pete Silverman has in mind.

For Silverman, the prep 
school experience has been 
a little different than high 
school, where he dominat-
ed just about every time he 
was on the ice.  “The com-
petition is bigger, better, and 
faster,” he said.

But Silverman’s skating 
and stickhandling skills 
make him a force, just as 
he was in high school.  
Through Tilton’s first 27 
games, Silverman has tal-
lied 10 goals and 9 assists as 
the team compiled a 18-7-2 
record with two games left 
in the season.

The traits and talents that 
earned Pete a place on the 
Boston Globe’s 2024 boys 
high school hockey Super 
Team are evident at the next 
level.  Tilton coach Brooks 
McQuade cited Silverman’s 
hard work as a key factor 
in his success.  “Pete is an 
excellent kid from a great 
family,” said McQuade in 
an email.  “He’s an extreme-
ly hard worker with a high 

compete level.”
As he did in Winthrop, 

Pete’s non-stop effort el-
evates the players around 
him. “He makes players 
around him better,” said 
McQuade. “He’s a pleasure 
to coach and work with.  He 
has proven thus far what 
when the game is on the 
line, No. 20 will give you 
everything he has.”

Pete’s success at the prep 
school level is no surprise 
to anyone who watched 
him during his scintillating 
four years as a Winthrop 
Viking.  A two-time League 
MVP, he led the Vikings to 
three Northeast Conference 
championships and a berth 
in the 2024 MIAA Division 
4 state championship semi-
finals, where they lost, 2-1, 
in an overtime shootout to 
the eventual champs Do-
ver-Sherborn.

“Making it to the Fi-
nal Four was an awesome 
experience,” said Silver-
man, who counts that game 
among the highlights of his 
high school career.

The Silverman name and 
hockey prowess are not 
unfamiliar at Tilton’s New 
Hampshire campus; Pete’s 
sister Maddie enjoyed a 
stellar career at Tilton from 
2017 to 2021.  

Coach McQuade appre-
ciates that the Silverman 
Siblings chose Tilton. “We 
are fortunate at Tilton to 
have had his sister attend a 
few years back, so we are 
all grateful to have worked 
with both siblings in recent 

years,” he said.
Maddie Silverman, four 

years older than Pete, is 
wrapping up a standout 
career playing defense for 
NCAA Division III Steven-
son University in Maryland.  
Maddie, a chemistry major, 
has been a stalwart on the 
Mustang’s blue line all four 
of her years there.

Silverman praises his 
coaches for the encour-
agement and lessons he’s 
learned on the ice, but, first 
and foremost, credits his 
parents Peter and Leanne 
for their support and always 
wanting what’s best for him.

It’s been a fun ride for 
the youngster who grew 
up playing soccer, football, 
baseball, and basketball 
while he advanced through 
Winthrop’s Fort Banks and 
Cummings School’s before 
high school.

If the next step is, indeed, 
junior hockey, he’s got the 
tools.  “His game should 
translate well to the junior 
level where he will likely 
play a year before college,” 
said Tilton coach McQuade.

Junior hockey, where 
top-flight players hone their 
skills before stepping up to 
NCAA competition, will be 
another big step.  But one 
can bet that Pete Silverman 
will continue to carve out 
his remarkable hockey leg-
acy, racing relentlessly as 
he chases the puck—and his 
dream of college hockey.  
Beyond that…who knows?

Tilton School is the latest scene in Pete 
Silverman’s Hockey success story

BOB MARRA PHOTO

Pete Silverman pictured at a recent Tilton vs. Exeter game.
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 
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subject to 
change 
without 
notice

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See COLD SNAP Page 4

Lovelines
Page 6
òõô

Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.

See NASA Page 5
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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Th e Ly n n Jo u r n a L
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www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Spring Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Spring into savings today!Spring into savings today!

&

*$180 per paper

Special to the Journal

Boston witnessed an 
electrifying debut of Red 
Bull Heavy Metal, as the 
iconic street snowboarding 
competition took over City 

Hall Plaza and Faneuil Hall 
for the first time. The event 
crowned Benny Milam and 
Jess Perlmutter as overall 
champions for the man and 
woman categories respec-
tively, each earning a covet-

ed CNCPTS x Burton ‘Rab-
bit Hole’ Collection board 
as well as a cash prize.

Over 20,000 specta-
tors, the largest snowboard 
crowd in Boston history, 
experienced firsthand the 
high-energy action of the 
fifth edition of Red Bull 
Heavy Metal, the first in the 
sports-obsessed city.

“This is crazy how many 
people showed up,” said 
Milam. “There is a parking 
lot out there full of people 
trying to get a view. This is 
maybe the most insane turn-
out of a street snowboard-
ing event like ever. I think 
its time for round two next 
year.”

Snowboard icon, Zeb 
Powell secured first place in 

Zone 1, bringing a never-be-
fore felt energy to the iconic 
steps that lead to Congress 
Street.

“That was by far the big-
gest snowboard crowd I’ve 
ever seen at any event,” 
Powell said. “The vibes that 
Boston brought were in-
sane. I honestly don’t have 
words. Simply the largest 
most electric crowd I’ve 
ever experienced.”

2025 Boston Winners
• Overall Winners: Benny 

Milam & Jess Perlmutter 
• Zone 1 Winners: Zeb 

Powell & Jess Perlmutter 
• Zone 2 Winners: Benny 

Milam & Jess Perlmutter 
• Zone 3 Winners: Benny 

Milam & Jayva Jordan

Metal Meets Snow 
Red Bull Heavy Metal nails Boston Debut

CITY OF BOSTON MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON

KANE DIMASSO-SCOTT PHOTO

KANE DIMASSO-SCOTT PHOTO

PHOTO COURTESY RED BULL HEAVY METAL

PHOTO COURTESY RED BULL HEAVY METAL

CITY OF BOSTON MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON

KANE DIMASSO-SCOTT PHOTO

HEAVY METAL CIRILLI PHOTO HEAVY METAL CIRILLI PHOTO

CITY OF BOSTON MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY JEREMIAH ROBINSON
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Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

$30000 per month
 per site 

Extend your Business’s reach 
with Online Advertising!

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 

eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

Call 781-485-0588 to get started!

WHS SPORTS THROUGH THE YEARS

10 years ago
February 27, 2015
Both the Winthrop High 

boys and girls hockey teams 
were set to open play in the 
MIAA state hockey tourna-
ment last night. On the boys' 
side, Coach Dale Dunbar's 
squad was set to take on St. 
Bernard's in Watertown in 
Division 2 North play. The 
Vikings, who were the undis-
puted champs of the North-
eastern Conference's North 
Division, entered the tourney 
as the third seed in the D-2 
North with an overall record 
of 15-3-2. They rated as a 
clear favorite over a St. Ber-
nard's team that finished in 
second place in the Central 
Catholic II league with a 6-2 
record, but was 9-11 overall. 

As for the girls, coach 
Anthony Martucci's Lady 
Bulldawgs, who are seeded 
12th in Division 1 (there is 
not a North and South in 
girls hockey) with an over-
all record of 12-5-3, were 
set to host 21st-seed Mel-
rose (9-9-2 overall) at Lars-
en in what on paper shapes 
up as an evenly-matched 
battle.

Winthrop High star gym-
nast Christa Vaccaro turned 
in an outstanding perfor-

mance at the Mass. High 
School Gymnastics State 
Meet that was held February 
18 at Dracut High School 
after being postponed three 
days earlier. Christa quali-
fied for the all-around com-
petition, which meant that 
she competed in all four 
events.

The Winthrop High girls 
basketball team has a tough 
test against North Read-
ing in the Division 3 North 
quarterfinals Friday (7 p.m.) 
at the Saugus High School 
gymnasium. Winthrop (17-
3) is the No. 2 seed in the 
Sectionals. Latin Academy 
(13-2) is the No. 1 seed 
while defending state cham-
pion St. Mary's (17-5) is the 
No. 3 seed.

20 years ago
February 17, 2005
Anthony Griffin poured 

in 49 points to lead the WHS 
boys basketball team to an 
80-69 win over Marblehead. 
Griffin’s total was just shy 
of the WHS single-game 
record of 53 points held 
by Chris Tsiotis, who was 
sitting in the stands. After 
scoring 15 points in a 67-58 
win over St. Mary's, Griffin 
now has 979 career points. 

Sophomore Jason Griffin, 
Anthony’s brother, led Win-
throp with 24 points in that 
contest.

Freshman Vinny Eruz-
ione scored the lone goal 
for the WHS hockey team 
in a 4-1 loss to Saugus that 
eliminated the Vikings from 
the hope of qualifying for 
the state tourney. Winthrop 
also lost 5-0 to Duxbury, the 
state’s No. 1-ranked team.

The WHS girls basket-
ball team stands at 9-9 after 
losses this week to Marble-
head and Mt. Alvernia. Ra-
chele DeLeo, who has been 
named to the NEC all-star 
team, led the Lady Vikings 
with 31 points in the Mar-
blehead contest.

30 years ago
February 23, 1995
The WHS boys basket-

ball team, which finished 
second in the NEC behind 
only top-ranked Salem, is 
seeded third for the upcom-
ing state basketball tourna-
ment. Coach Peter Grimes’s 
Vikings finished with a 16-4 
record.

Erica Towlson brought 
home a first place medal in 
the hurdles in a time of 7.2 
and Jackie Grueling won 

the shot-put with a toss of 
32’-7” in the All-NEC Meet 
last week. Towlson also 
won a third place medal in 
the high jump with a leap 
of 5’-0”. “Erica is my pride 
and joy,” said WHS head 
coach Larry Keegan. Both 
Towlson and Grueling will 
compete in the upcoming 
state meet.

The WHS hockey team 
qualified for the upcoming 
state tourney with a 6-4 win 
over highly-ranked Dan-
vers, which is in second 
place in the NEC. Jason 
Calla scored a hat trick and 
single goals were scored by 
Chris Ford, John Cimino, 
and Brook Geraghty.

Laura Wolfram has been 
named to the NEC girls all-
star basketball team.

40 years ago
February 27, 1985
The top-seeded WHS 

hockey team defeated Low-
ell, 4-2, in the opening 
round of the state tourney. 
Sean Magee, Bob Beshere, 
Brian Pullin, and Timmy 
Fife scored goals for the 
Vikings, who now advance 
to the quarterfinal round 
that will be played at B.U.’s 
Walter Brown Arena.

WHS junior Buster Van 
Burkirk will be shooting to 
break the WHS school re-
cord in the 600 meter sprint 
at the all-state meet at MIT 
this weekend. Van Bus-
kirk took third place in the 
Class C meet with a time of 
1:16.3, which is just 0.5 of a 
second off the record that is 
held by Doug Hill.

50 years ago
February 26, 1975
The NEC champion Win-

throp High girls basketball 
team will face Dracut in the 
first round of state tourney 
play Friday evening.

The WHS hockey team 
defeated Beverly, 6-5, to 
advance to the final round 
of the NEC playoffs where 
they will face Saugus. Vi-
king sophomore phenom 
Fred Tape scored four goals 
against the Panthers, includ-
ing the game-winner that 
broke a 5-5 tie.

The WHS boys basket-
ball team deprived Saugus 
of an NEC title with an 
upset victory. Steve Deme-
triou scored 18 points and 
Bobby Lundberg sank two 
free throws with 10 seconds 
to go to ice the victory.

The Winthrop Mites 

swept through five games 
to capture the Mites Inter-
national Kiwanis Hockey 
Tournament in Quincy. The 
Mites, coached by Steve 
Staffier and Bob Pearl, went 
into the tourney with an in-
credible 60-game winning 
streak.

70 years ago
February 24, 1955
Winthrop High basket-

ball captain Tommy Flynn 
and Winthrop’s player of 
the year, Bobby Usseg-
lio, shone brightly for the 
Northeastern Conference 
all-star basketball team in 
a  51-48 win over league 
champ Danvers before a ca-
pacity crowd at the Marble-
head gym.

110 years ago
February 27, 1915
Winthrop High defeated 

Winchester, 47-26, before 
an unusually large crowd 
at Winthrop. Fabyan scored 
six goals from the field 
for Winthrop. However, 
on Monday Winthrop lost 
to Gloucester, 21-19, in a 
game in which the play was 
fast and clean on both sides. 
W. Talcott and Fielding 
played well for Winthrop.

THE MORE Things Change ...
Items selected from past issues of the Winthrop Sun, The Winthrop Review, The Winthrop Visitor,   

The Transcript and The Sun-Transcript

10 years ago
February 24, 2015
There's no doubt the re-

cent snow cavalcade has 
taken its toll on the general 
attitude of most folks, but 
health care providers report 
that it has also taken quite 
a toll on the physical well 
being of young and old. On 
a typical day in the Chel-
sea MGH Urgent Care, Dr. 
Brent Ragar might see two 
or three broken bones or 
wrist sprains, but in the last 
few weeks the rule has been 
to double those numbers 
because of falls on slippery 
walkways.

Something definitely 
went very wrong in Beach-
mont last Saturday when the 
state Department of Con-
servation and Recreation 
(DCR) ordered the City of 
Revere and the Town of 
Winthrop to shut the Win-
throp Parkway tide gates 
despite the two municipal-

ities' objections, virtually 
snarling and shutting down 
Endicott Avenue and other 
streets in the area for Revere 
and Winthrop residents.

Tuesday night the Cot-
tage Park Yacht Club book 
club met with author EJ 
Hanagan (also known as 
Winthrop resident Kate 
Anslinger) and Winthrop 
Veteran Services Direc-
tor Roseann Trionfi-Maz-
zuchelli to talk about post 
traumatic stress syndrome. 
Hanagan has written Sav-
ing Jason, a fictionalized 
account of her ex-husband's 
battle with PTSD after he 
returned from the war in 
Iraq.

20 years ago
March 3, 2005
Lieut. Gov. Kerry Healey 

and Secretary of Environ-
mental Affairs Ellen Her-
zfelder came to Winthrop 
this week to meet with town 

officials to discuss the pro-
posed Winthrop Beach Res-
toration Project. Funding is 
needed from the state for the 
project to go forward, how-
ever.

More than 1300 residents 
turned out at the Arthur 
Cummings School on Pau-
line St. to catch a glimpse of 
the Red Sox 2004 World Se-
ries Championship trophy. 
The now-infamous Doug 
Mientkiewicz ball, which 
he caught for the last out of 
the series, accompanied the 
trophy. The visit to the town 
was arranged by Parks and 
Rec. Director Sean Driscoll.

The Charter Commission 
approved its final report by 
a vote of 7-2 with mem-
bers Dick Dimes and Dave 
Hubbard dissenting. The 
commission is recommend-
ing that the town move to 
a Town Manager form of 
government with a Town 
Council, thereby abolish-

ing the Town Meeting and 
Board of Selectmen which 
have governed the town 
since its founding in 1852.

The selectmen have 
granted permission for the 
Kasbah Restaurant to re-
submit its application for an 
entertainment license that 
would allow the restaurant 
to have one to three bel-
ly dancers to enhance the 
restaurant’s Moroccan am-
biance.

Winthrop’s Ron Moses of 
the Winthrop Rotary Club 
was honored as a Paul Har-
ris Fellow at a joint meeting 
of the Winthrop and Chelsea 
Rotary Clubs in observance 
of the 100th anniversary of 
the founding of Rotary In-
ternational.

Two retired bell buoys 
have been placed at the en-
trance to the Winthrop Pub-
lic Landing.

30 years ago
March 2, 1995
Although the School 

Committee reduced by 
$1.4 million the budget 
requests from the various 
schools by the School Im-
provement Councils, the 
committee’s approved bud-
get of $11,215,435 still is 
$1,232,988 over the current 
fiscal year’s budget. Advi-
sory Committee members 
said that Town Meeting un-
doubtedly will make cuts to 
the school budget “because 
the money isn’t there.”

The selectmen have hired 
an outside consulting firm 
to assist with the hiring of a 
new Police Chief.

WCVBTV co-anchor 
Brian Leary will be the 
guest speaker at the Rotary 
Club’s annual Senior Lun-
cheon March 13 at the Mid-
dle School.

A report reveals that real 
estate values increased in 
Winthrop from last year by 
8.7 percent, with the median 
sale price up from $138,000 
to $150,000. Condo sale 
prices increased more 
modestly, from $45,000 to 
$45,900.

The Brady Bunch, Billy 
Madison, and Dumb and 
Dumber are playing at the 
Revere Showcase Cinemas.

40 years ago
March 13, 1985
The selectmen have sub-

mitted a 60-page report de-
tailing their opposition to 
the construction of a new 

sewage treatment plant by 
the MWRA on Deer Island.

The Friends of Belle Isle 
Marsh are fiercely opposing 
a plan for the construction 
of a 100-unit apartment 
complex by Neponset Asso-
ciates on 17 acres of land on 
the marsh. William Zoppo, 
the owner of the land, has 
been trying to develop it for 
the past 20 years.

The Winthrop Federal 
Credit Union opened its 
new quarters at 50 Somerset 
Ave. this week.

Peg Riley, Winthrop’s 
representative on the Board 
of Directors of the new-
ly-created MWRA, was 
sworn into office this week.

Brigitte Carangelo has 
announced that she will be 
stepping down from her 
post as director of the Win-
throp Senior Center, much 
to the chagrin of the seniors 
who are members of the fa-
cility.

The Breakfast Club, The 
Killing Fields, and Witness 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

50 years ago
March 12, 1975
The selectmen have taken 

under advisement a request 
to allow the transfer of a 
liquor license from Nat’s 
Delicatessen at 299 Shirley 
St. to a new license-holder 
who wishes to open a liquor 
store at 53 Revere St. op-
posite the Governor’s Park 
complex. Opponents at the 
packed public hearing out-
numbered the proponents 
by a 10-1 margin, citing 
the proximity of other li-
quor stores in the area and 
alleged zoning violations. 
Atty. Jerome Falbo repre-
sented the petitioner.

Interest is high for the 
School Committee contest 
in the upcoming town elec-
tion. The announcement by 
15-year incumbent John A. 
Canavan Jr. that he is step-
ping down has resulted in 
three challengers, Sylvia 
Kane, Roland Fluet, and 
William Miner, seeking the 
two seats up for election, 
with incumbent Tom Con-
nelly seeking re-election. 
Interest also is high for the 
selectman’s seat being va-
cated by incumbent James 
Loughran, who has moved 
out of the town, with a 
three-way race among Tom 
Reilly, Phil Boncore, and 
Bernard Basch.

Police received five re-
ports of home break-ins and 
six reports of auto thefts this 
past week.

Son of Lassie is playing 
at the Kincade Theater.

60 years ago
March 11, 1965
Town Meeting will get 

underway March 15 with 
pay raises for town employ-
ees a main issue among the 
66 articles on the warrant.

Newly-elected Town 
Meeting Moderator John L. 
Murphy Jr., a member of the 
Mass. Bar, was admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Su-
preme Court in impressive 
exercises held recently.

Members of the School 
Committee took a tour of 
the new Winthrop High 
School, which is nearing 
completion.

Receipts for the fund 
drive to benefit the fami-
lies who were driven from 
their Pt. Shirley homes by 
a fire recently have reached 
$6000.

James Stewart and Bri-
gitte Bardot star in Dear 
Brigitte at the Winthrop 
Theatre.

70 years ago
March 10, 1955
Walter Van Dalinda de-

feated Melvin Carver and 
former selectman Wal-
ter Smith for the seat on 
the Board of Selectmen 
in Monday’s annual town 
election. This was Van 
Dalinda’s third attempt for a 
selectman’s seat. Mrs. Fair-
fax Proctor was re-elected 
to the School Committee, 
defeating George Pulsifer 
and Benjamin Sargin. In the 
contest for assessor, Percy 
L. Sterlin handily defeated 
Richard Egan. A total of 
4813 voters turned out for 
the town election, repre-
senting 48 percent of regis-
tered voters.

The selectmen were in-
formed this week that it will 
cost $1.5 million to improve 
the town’s sewer system 
to alleviate the problem of 
flooding in certain areas of 
the town.

Some 235 local residents 
are expected to canvass 
the town for the Red Cross 
Fund Sunday.

Marilyn Monroe, Betty 
Grable, and Lauren Ba-
call star in How to Marry a 

See YEARS Page 12
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CONTRACTOR MOVERSMASONRY

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

CONSTRUCTION

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

CLEANING SERVICES

Winthrop'Winthrop's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

MORELLI MASONRY & TILE
All Types of Masonry Repair, Ceramic Tile, 

Concrete Pours, Chimneys, Stairs, Walls,  
Cutting & Pointing • Restoration Cleaning

Fully Insured • No Job Too Small
Dennis Morelli

781-632-8812

mr. fix it
REPAIR MOST 

ANYTHING, DOORS, 
WINDOWS PORCHES, 

REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS, FENCES, 

SIDING, FLOORS ETC.
SNOW PLOWING

LICENSED AND INSURED
CALL AL  

617-429-0606

handy man services

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707

Feeley & Daughters Clean-Up ServiceFeeley & Daughters Clean-Up Service
We remove all We remove all 
sorts of junk!sorts of junk!
Quick & Quick & 
convenient service.convenient service.

Free Free 
estimates!estimates!

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

STEVEN'S
LANDSCAPING & HARDSCAPING

Spring & Fall Clean Up • Tree Trimming
Mowing, Weeding & Edging

Hedge Trimming & Removal (shrub & bushes) 
New Lawns Installed (seed or sod)

Planting & Mulching • Fence Installation
Patios, Retaining Walls & Other Hardscapes

And more!
Call or Text

For a free estimate

781-244-9997Steven 

978-876-6566Diego

Schedule a free estimate 
617-592-6447

www.dipierroconstruction.com

In business for over 40 years!

Let us turn your house into a home

HANDYMANELECTRICIAN EXTERIORS

American Exterior and
Window Corporation

Contact us for all of your
Home improvement projects 

and necessities

Call Jeff or Bob
Toll Free: 1-888-744-1756

 americanexteriorforma.com

617-699-1782
Windows,Siding,Roofing, Carpentry 
& More! All estimates, consultations 

or inspections completed by MA 
licensed supervisors. 

*Over 50 years experience. 
*Better Business Bureau Membership.

Insured 
and

Registered

Complete Financing 
Available.

No Money Down.

Roberta Will
• Painting 

• Wall Papering 
• Decorative Painting 

• Murals 
617-846-8992

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

POOLS

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL OPENINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

1 col. x  
2 inches

ROOFING REPAIRS

HOME RENOVATION
ROOFING-SIDING-PAINTING

SERVING THE BOSTON AREA SINCE 2002

marcelo
de souza

617-507-1703
Lic. & insured CSL 100141LOCALLOCAL

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY, PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

661177--997700--66331144
Free Estimates - Fully Insured

prestigepainting75@gmail.com

PPRREESSTTIIGGEE
PPAAIINNTTIINNGG

Full Service Painters

pprreessttiiggeeppaaiinnttiinnggiinncc..uuss

8-7

PLUMBING

CALL

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU25P0179EA

Estate of:
William P.
McGinness

Date of Death:
09/13/2024

To all interested 
persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intes-
tacy and Appointment 
of Personal Represen-
tative has been filed by 
Edward J. McGinness 
of South Weymouth, 
MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal 

Decree and Order and 
for such other relief 
as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Edward J. 
McGinness of South 
Weymouth, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Peti-
tioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to 
object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file 
a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day 
of 03/11/2025.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 

objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance 
and objection followed 
by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return 
day, action may be 
taken without further 
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED AD-
MINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsu-
pervised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 

assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: January 28, 2025
Stephanie L. Everett, 
Esq.
Register of Probate

02/27/25
W

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

CHANGE OF NAME
Docket No.

SU24C0491CA
In the matter of:
Summer Carrine
Plaud

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Summer Car-
rine Plaud of Winthrop, 
MA requesting that the 
court enter a Decree 
changing their name to:
Summer Carrine 
Mercurio
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may 
appear for purposes of 
objecting to the petition 
by filing an appearance 
at:Suffolk Probate and 
Family Court before 
10:00 a.m.on the return 
date of 03/12/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline 
by which you must file 
a written appearance 
if you object to this 
proceeding.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: February 20, 
2025
Stephanie L. Everett,
Register of Probate

2/27/25
W

EAST BOSTON: 1bdrm, 
nr. Piers Park, w/d, d/d, 
wide pine floors, deck, 
partial water views,
no pets, $1800, avl 3/1 
(617)568-9626
__________
DEADLINES: For classified 
line ads, deadlines are 
Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403
------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 

House? Call to reach over 
50,000 readers. Call 781-
485-0588 or fax the ad to 
781-485-1403------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call 
for our 4 week special! 
Call 781-485-0588.
 ------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great 
Results? Call our clas-
sified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403

APT FOR RENT Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SUN TRANSCRIPT

W
int

hrop’s Pioneer

Winthrop
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Newspaper

SO
LD

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER
DO YOU NEED TO RUN A  LEGAL NOTICE? 
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Millionaire at the Winthrop 
Theatre.

80 years ago
March 8, 1945
With only a 42 percent 

voter turnout at Monday’s 
town election, the winners 
for the Board of Selectmen 
were incumbent Walter 
Smith, former selectman 
Ross Batchelder, and new-
comer Gervaise “Jerry” 
Carlz. George Hamilton, 
who finished fourth by just 
15 votes, said he will not 
seek a recount.

The Winthrop USO Sol-
diers and Sailors Committee 
held its annual dinner in the 
USO Clubhouse last week.

State Representative Ar-
thur Verney said that a hear-
ing on the bill to extend the 
breakwater on Shore Drive 
will be held this week.

Wiliam Powell and Myr-
na Loy star in The Thin Man 
Goes Home at the Winthrop 
and State Theatres.

90 years ago
March 9, 1935
Wit 5817 ballots cast 

in Monday’s annual town 
election, the large number 
of close contests will mean 
recounts in the races for se-
lectman and Town Meeting 
Moderator

Town Meeting will face 
a warrant of 66 articles 
when they gather Monday, 
including a request by the 
selectmen for $150,000 for 
improvements to the town’s 
highways, sewers, drains, 
and curbs.

Lois F. Davis is the new 
President of the Winthrop 
Improvement and Historical 
Assoc.

The extreme low tides of 
the past three days exposed 
completely the area between 
the shore and the breakwa-
ters on Shore Drive, pro-
viding an opportunity for 
youngsters to frolic.

Claudette Colbert and 
Fred MacMurray star in The 
Gilded Lady at the Win-
throp and State Theatres.

100 years ago
March 14, 1925
Town Moderator Joseph 

Davison will read the call 

for the start of Town Meet-
ing promptly at 8 p.m. Mon-
day. There are 42 articles on 
the warrant highlighted by 
articles calling for an elect-
ed Planning Board, an addi-
tion to the Town Hall with 
a garage, and the widening 
of the corners at Shirley St. 
and Washington Ave.

The family and friends 
of Winthrop Police Lieut. 
James H. Douglas forced 
the reluctant officer to cel-
ebrate his 25th anniversa-
ry with the department at a 
party last week.

The Koutrouba family, a 
father and his three sons, are 
among those transforming 
many sections of Winthrop 
with the construction of one 
and two-family homes.

110 years ago
March 13, 1915
The annual Town Meet-

ing took place Monday in 
the former high school hall. 
Every seat was taken and 
some were obliged to stand. 
All of the Advisory Com-
mittee’s recommendations 
were accepted, except for 
the one regarding the Police 
Dept., whose budget was 
increased by Town Meeting 
from $14,072 to $14,370. 
Members also addressed 
the issue of a new state 
law that forbids the taking 
of clams from Winthrop’s 
flats because of high bac-
teria counts. The Board of 
Health told members that if 
the clams are cooked prop-
erly, there is no danger of 
sickness, which prompted 
Town Meeting to pass a res-
olution asking our state rep-
resentative to seek a repeal 
of the law. Town Meeting 
also voted to macadamize a 
large portion of the town’s 
streets. However, members 
voted to postpone action 
on the article calling for the 
replacement of the 24-year 
old, horse-drawn fire wagon 
at the Beach fire station. A 
new, motorized wagon will 
cost $7500.

After a recount, Joseph 
Davison was declared the 
winner in the contest for 
Town Moderator by a vote 
of  727-725. Davison origi-
nally had been declared the 

loser to Judge Brown by 
one vote, 718-717.

120 years ago
March 10, 1905
For the 54th year, the le-

gal voters of Winthrop gath-
ered in the Annual Town 
Meeting when the warrant 
was read. The results of the 
annual town election were 
made known beforehand.  
Winthrop Magee and Ed-
ward J. Clark were the clear 
winners for selectman, but 
Wesley Gove and A.C.J. 
Pope were tied for the third 
seat with 458 votes each. A 
recount will take place next 
week. Magee decried the 
circulars against his candi-
dacy which had been sent 
to the voters just prior to the 
election.

On the annual ballot 
question regarding the li-
quor license question, vot-
ers defeated the measure 
by a resounding vote of 
771-129, the largest major-
ity ever on this issue which 
means Winthrop will con-
tinue to be a dry town.

The committee in charge 
of building a new, brick 
firehouse on Shirley St. has 
submitted its report, which 
states that it can be built for 
$15,000 which is a fair price 
when one considers that the 
Central fire station was built 
for $12,000, but building 
materials have increased 
by 25-30 percent since that 
time.

130 years ago
March 13, 1885
With 150 lots and 30 

homes sold in the past two 
years, there now are just 20 
lots left to be sold on Cot-
tage Hill.

With a full attendance 
of citizens at the adjourned 
town meeting, the majority 
anticipated a stormy meet-
ing, but in this they were 
disappointed. The main is-
sue was whether the town 
should purchase a new fire 
hose at 70 cents per foot or 
78 cents per foot. In other 
matters, $2000 was appro-
priated for highways and 
bridges; $100 for suppres-
sion of the liquor traffic; 
$200 for drinking fountains; 

and $4500 to construct a 
bridge between the Crest 
and the Highlands. Voters 

also approved the estab-
lishment of a public library, 
though no funds were ap-

propriated for that purpose 
at this time.

Your YearYour Year
Your CostYour Cost

JOIN THE INDEPENDENT 2025 AD CAMPAIGN
January — December 2025

ONE FULL YEAR of advertising for only 
$$2,0252,025

THE REVERE JOURNAL | THE EVERETT INDEPENDENT 
THE WINTHROP TRANSCRIPT | THE EAST BOSTON 
TIMES | THE LYNN JOURNAL | THE CHELSEA RECORD
THE BOSTON SUN | THE CHARLESTOWN PATRIOT BRIDGE
BEACON HILL TIMES | NORTH END REGIONAL REVIEW 
JAMAICA PLAIN GAZETTE | MISSION HILL GAZETTE

Choose from any 4 Options for an insightful 
year of news, sports, and social gatherings 

from your Hometown Newspapers

2 Payments of $1,012.50
1st due Jan. 31, 2025     2nd due June 31, 2025

We accept all major Credit Cards

With options to change Publications on each run

Call your Ad Rep at  
Or Reach them on Email! Tap on Your rep below to start sending an email!

Maureen DiBella | Sioux Gerow | Deb DiGregorio
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LOCAL STUDENT EARNS ACADEMIC HONORS

WINTHROP 
RESIDENT EARNS 
DEAN’S LIST 
HONORS AT 
PROVIDENCE 
COLLEGE 

Brianna Marley daughter 
of Brian and Stacie Marley, 

Winthrop, Massachusetts 
has earned Dean’s List hon-
ors at Providence College 
for the fall 2024 semester.

Dean’s List honors are 
earned by full-time under-
graduate students who, at 
the end of the semester, 
have attained a GPA of 3.55 

or better (on a 4.0 scale), 
with no grade lower than 
“C,” and with no incom-
plete grades (“I” or “NM”).

Part-time students in the 
School of Continuing Edu-
cation must be in good ac-
ademic standing (defined as 
a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or 

above) and, at the end of the 
spring semester term, have 
attained an average of 3.25 
or higher with no grade less 
than “C.” They also must 
have carried a minimum of 
nine credit hours during that 
semester and be enrolled in 
a degree program.

Founded in 1917, Prov-
idence College is the only 
college or university in the 
United States administered 
by the Dominican Friars. 
The Catholic, liberal arts 
college has an undergradu-
ate enrollment of approxi-
mately 4,100 students and 

offers degrees in 56 aca-
demic majors.  Since 1997, 
Providence College con-
sistently has been ranked 
among the top five region-
al universities in the North 
according to U.S. News & 
World Report’s “America’s 
Best Colleges.”

By Cary Shuman

Erin Selvitella, head of 
the dental assisting pro-
gram at Northeast Regional 
Vocational Technical High 
School, is rightfully proud 
of the many students who 
are preparing to receive a 
career-generating certificate 
that will open doors in their 
chosen field, some as early 
as this June.

Selvitella and a group 
of her students traveled to 
Revere recently for a video 
presentation produced by 
Revere TV and its executive 
director Dale Dunbar.

“The students have pre-
pared presentations on 
infant and toddler oral 
healthcare, periodontal dis-
ease, brushing and flossing 
instructions, and resto-
rations,” explained Selvitel-
la.

Northeast students in the 
program graduate with a vo-
cational certificate in dental 

assisting. Once students 
turn 18 years old, they can 
register with the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts as 
dental assistants. There are 
currently 78 students in the 
Northeast dental assisting 
program.

“We are very proud of 
this program,” said Selvi-
tella.

Revere students are 
thankful for their 

education at Northeast
Two of the outstanding 

students in the program 
from Revere, seniors Jer-
emias Ramirez and Sadie 
DeRuosi, spoke about the 
valuable educational train-
ing they have received at 
Northeast Regional the past 
four years.

“I’ve enjoyed the pro-
gram. The teachers are very 
friendly and they’re very 
good at making sure we are 
understanding everything 

that we are learning,” said 
Ramirez. “The friends and 
classmates that I have at 
Northeast have made the 
whole process very enjoy-
able, fun, and productive.”

Ramirez said he will take 
a job in the dental assisting 
field immediately after his 
graduation in June, though 
he may matriculate at col-
lege in the future.

DeRuosi said she selected 
dental assisting as her spe-
cialty at Northeast because 
“it was fun and creative.”

“Throughout the explor-
atory, they offered us a lot 
of things to learn, and I re-
ally enjoy it,” said DeRuo-
si, noting that she has been 
acquiring knowledge of 
“teeth anatomy, head and 
neck anatomy, radiology,” 
and other aspects of dental 
medicine.

DeRuosi said she “will 
attend community college, 
earn my associate’s degree, 

and become a hygienist.”
“This program has been 

very helpful,” said DeRu-
osi. “It prepares you well 
for college. It takes a lot of 
work and commitment, but 
it’s worth the effort. I want 
to thank my teachers. I ap-
preciate all that they do for 
us. They work with us at our 
own pace, and they’re al-
ways available to help us af-
ter school. They chaperone 
trips for us to places like 
Yankee Dental to see things 
outside the classroom.”

Supt. DiBarri, SC  
member Caggiano laud 

the students and program
Supt. David DiBarri and 

Northeast Regional School 
Committee Anthony Cag-
giano attended the students’ 
presentation at Revere TV.

DiBarri expressed his 
pride in the dental assis-
tance program and the ac-
complishments of the stu-
dents.

“I just want to say how 
proud I am of the students,” 
said DiBarri. “They do a 
great job. This has been one 

of our most successful pro-
grams at the school. Three 
of our teachers are North-
east alumni. We’ve had 
alumni who have become 
dentists and hygienists. The 
sky’s the limit. Their parents 
should be proud of them.”

Said Caggiano, who is 
also a member of the Revere 
School Committee, “I’m so 
proud of these students who 
are taking advantage of the 
superb vocational opportu-
nities at Northeast and set-
ting a strong foundation for 
their future careers.”

Establishing Their Roots
Northeast Regional’s outstanding dental assisting 

program is leading to successful careers

Northeast Regional Vocational High School students in the dental assisting program join Assis-
tant Principal John O’Brien, Northeast Regional School Committee member Anthony Caggiano, 
Supt. David DiBarri, Dental Assisting Department Head Erin Selvitella and other faculty during 
their recent video presentation at the Revere TV studios.




