
Council votes to maintain single tax rate
By Adam Swift

The town council vot-
ed to maintain a single 
tax rate for residential and 
commercial property, as 
well as not to provide for 
a residential tax exemp-
tion for FY25 at its regular 
meeting on Tuesday night.

At the beginning of the 
meeting, Nate Cramer 
from the municipal finan-
cial offices gave a pre-

sentation on the FY25 tax 
classification for the town.

“Every year, we go 
through an exercise to 
discuss the advantages or 
disadvantages of staying 
with a single rate versus 
a commercial rate,” said 
Council President Jim Let-
terie. “We have very much 
relied on personal proper-
ty taxes, we have a small 
commercial base of under 
6 percent, we are one of 

the smallest in the state. 
That makes it very hard 
to have a split tax rate, the 
advantage is just not there 
and other cities surround-
ing us like Revere and 
Boston and Saugus and 
such have that huge com-
mercial base that enables 
them to do that.”

During his presentation, 
Cramer reviewed the val-
uation of residential and 
commercial properties 
from FY24 to FY25.

Over the past fiscal year, 
Cramer said the residential 
valuation increased by 4.4 
percent while the commer-
cial valuation increased by 
4.5 percent.

Over that time, the aver-
age value of a single-fam-
ily home in Winthrop in-
creased by about $10,000, 

PROJECT PLAY’S 
HOLIDAY HOP & 
COAT DRIVE 

This Saturday, Decem-
ber 7 from 4:30-6:00, 
young children and their 
grownups can celebrate the 
holidays with a FREE kids 
concert by Evan at Music 
at the Blissful in the festive 
& cozy Adriana’s Cafe! 
There will be free hot co-
coa & crafts for the kids, 
plus kids food specials and 
beer/wine for purchase. 
Fun for the whole family! 

Please bring gently used 
winter clothing and/or ac-
cessories to donate to local 
families in need (in part-
nership with Mi Amore) 
Thank you to our spon-
sor, Realtor Jenny Gol-
ic of Lantern Residential 
and our hosts at Adriana’s 
Cafe!

PUBLIC INVITED  
TO USS 
CONSTITUTION’S 
ANNUAL TREE 
LIGHTING

The public is invited to 
attend USS Constitution’s 
annual Tree Lighting Cer-
emony on Friday, Decem-
ber 6, 2024, starting at 
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Ready to make a Change?
 Thinking of Buying or Selling?

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 3

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop
Check Out our Ad on Page 7

CELESTE PIZZA 10/$10.00
TROPICANA ORANGE JUICE  46 OZ  2/$7.00

T-BONE OR PORTERHOUSE STEAKS  $8.99/LB

SMITHFIELD SMOKED VIRGINIA HAM  $5.99/LB
CLEMENTINES  3 LB BAG $4.99

CHOCOLATE ECLAIRS  $3.99

SHOP LOCALWE HAVE SUPER SPECIALS 
IN OUR AD THIS WEEK

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CHECK OUR WEBSITE
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Per Gallon
$2.79  Price 

subject to 
change 
without 
notice

Council fails to 
move forward 
with fire station 
site selection

WIHA presents its 
2024 ornament

TREE LIGHTING IN FRENCH SQUARE

Special to the Transcript 

The Winthrop Improve-
ment & Historical Associ-
ation (WIHA) is proud to 
present its 2024 Holiday 
ornament.  This year’s de-
sign honors the Winthrop 
Art Association’s “Art in 
the Park” art shows.

The Winthrop Art As-
sociation (WAA) has been 
a cultural resource for our 
town for the past 55 years. 
Their membership totals 
over 150 artists, providing 
a supportive community 
to Winthrop’s artists of all 
ages and mediums, with 
classes, events, and exhib-
it opportunities.

The members of the 
Winthrop Art Association 
were invited to submit 
their ideas for the 2024 
ornament. WAA President 
Dawn Mahoney’s design 
was chosen for its beauty, 
and the fact that it unique-
ly depicts a Winthrop 
event. The “Art 
in the Park” 
shows are held 
t h r o u g h o u t 
the summer. 
They are a 
valuable op-
portunity for 
WAA artists 
to exhibit. 
Just as im-
portant, they 
are a treat for the 
Winthrop public to 
browse on a beautiful 

summer day.
Winthrop Improvement 

& Historical is dedicat-
ed to keeping history and 
the arts vital and vibrant 
in Winthrop. It is an hon-
or to recognize the Win-
throp Art Association for 
all they have done for our 
community.

The “Art in the Park” 
ornament is available for 
purchase at Webster First 
Federal Credit Union, 
Shirley True Value Hard-
ware, Woodside Ace 
Hardware, the Winthrop 
Book Depot, Simon’s 
Winthrop Book Store, 
the Winthrop Public Li-
brary, the Winthrop Meat 
Market, Swett’s Liquors, 
the Senior Center and the 
Clock Tower Gallery at 
the E.B. Newton.  

The price per ornament 
is $10.  All proceeds ben-
efit the Deane Winthrop 

House.

See TAX RATE Page 2

By Adam Swift

The next step in the ef-
fort to build a new fire sta-
tion to replace the town’s 
current, aging facilities re-
mains up in the air.

At Tuesday night’s 
council meeting, Coun-
cil President Jim Letterie 
failed to get a second on a 
motion asking the council 
to select a preferred site 
for a new fire station from 
between the old middle 
school on Pauline Street 
and the town-owned bas-
ketball courts on Walden 
Street.

About 1,100 residents 
took part in a recent sur-
vey asking for their pre-
ferred option, with about 
55 percent choosing an 
approximately $41 million 
option for the old middle 
school, while the remain-
der selected the approxi-
mately $35.6 million op-
tion on Walden Street.

Last year, voters reject-
ed a debt exclusion pro-
posal to build a new fire 
station next to the current 
police station at the site of 
the Wadsworth Building.

See FIRE STATION Page 4Winthrop children and residents gather with Santa in French Square for a photo during 
the annual tree lighting. See more photos on Pages 5 and 6.

Former Speaker of the House Bob DeLeo (right) with 
Vikki Mucci, and Carol and Anthony Maniglia.

Briella McFarland and Ava Rogo-
wicz keeping warm on a chilly 
evening in Winthrop.
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The following incident 
reports are among the 
calls to which the Win-
throp Police Department 
responded on the listed 
dates. The log is a public 
record and available for 
review. All persons who 
are arrested or charged 
with a crime are presumed 
innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.

MONDAY, NOV. 18
0831: A person turned 

in a wallet that they had 
found outside of Nick’s 
Place. The officer filed a 
report.

1006: An officer direct-
ed the owner of a boat that 
was parked on Cliff Ave. 
to move the boat.

1105: An officer direct-
ed the operator of a motor 
vehicle parked in the mid-
dle of the intersection of 
Bellevue Ave. and Pleas-
ant St. to move the vehi-
cle.

1754: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle at 
Walden and Main Sts. for 
the civil moving infraction 
of a stop sign violation. 
The officer issued a cita-
tion to the operator.

1816: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Veterans Rd. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer is-
sued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Veterans 
Rd. for the civil moving 
infraction of speeding. 
The officer issued a cita-
tion to the operator, who 
also was cited for the civil 
moving infraction of not 
having his license in his 
possession.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving 
infraction of violating the 
hands-free. The officer is-
sued a citation to the oper-
ator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving in-
fraction of a red light vio-
lation. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving in-
fraction of a red light vio-
lation. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Pleasant 
St. for the civil moving 
infraction of violating the 
hands-free law. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving in-
fraction of a red light vio-
lation. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator.

--  An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Main St. 
for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

-- An officer stopped a 
motor vehicle on Veterans 
Rd. for the civil moving 
infraction of a stop sign vi-
olation. The officer issued 
a citation to the operator 
for that offense, as well 
as for the civil moving in-
fraction of not having his 
license in his possession.

1844: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Revere St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

2004: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle at 
Main and Marshall Sts. for 
the civil moving infraction 
of an expired registration. 
The officer issued a ci-
tation to the operator for 
that offense, as well as for 
the civil infraction of hav-
ing an expired inspection 
sticker. The motor vehicle 
was towed.

2016: An officer dis-
persed a person in a motor 
vehicle from Hannaford 
Park, which is closed after 
dark.

2051: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Main St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

TUESDAY, NOV. 19
0142: An officer 

stopped a motor vehicle 
on Dolphin Ave. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
a stop sign violation. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

0200: An officer issued 
parking tickets to 13 vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Somerset 
Ave.

1028: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Main St. for a civil 
moving infraction. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

1045: An officer issued 
a citation for a town by-
law violation to a person 
on Putnam St. regarding 
an animal complaint.

1242: An officer issued 
a parking ticket to a vehi-
cle without a valid inspec-
tion sticker at Locust and 
Cross Sts.

1657: The Animal Con-
trol Officer responded to 
a call from a person on 
Shore Drive who report-
ed that a Black Lab pup-
py was wandering around. 
The dog was reunited with 
its owner.

2018: An officer 

stopped a motor vehicle 
at Winthrop and Lincoln 
Sts. for the civil moving 
infraction of a one-way vi-
olation. The officer gave a 
verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2043: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle at 
Revere St. and Crest Ave. 
for a civil moving infrac-
tion. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator.

2256: A tow company 
reported the trespass tow 
of a motor vehicle from 
Governors Park.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 20
0116: An officer issued 

a parking ticket to a ve-
hicle without a resident 
parking sticker on Shirley 
St.

1023: Officers respond-
ed to a request for medi-
cal aid at Governors Park 
and arrested Julio Cesar 
Mendez de la Rosa, 28, 
of Lawrence, on four out-
standing warrants and for 
the criminal offenses of: 
trafficking in more than 36 
grams, but fewer than 100 
grams, of heroin; illegal 
possession of a Class B 
controlled narcotic sub-
stance with intent to dis-
tribute; and tampering or 
destruction of evidence. A 
motor vehicle was towed.

1651: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
at River Rd. and Lewis 
Ave. for the civil moving 
infraction of a stop sign 
violation. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

1756: An officer re-
sponded to a landlord/
tenant disturbance on 
Temple Ave. The officer 
restored the peace.

1914: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Cross St. for the civ-
il moving infraction of a 
stop sign violation. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

2010: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle at 
Main and Beal Sts. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
a crosswalk violation. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

2058: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Washington Ave. for 
the civil moving infraction 
of an obscured registration 
plate. The officer issued a 
written warning to the op-
erator.

2105: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle on 
Main St. for a civil mov-
ing infraction. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator, who said he 
was lost.

2313: A tow company 
reported the trespass tow 
of a motor vehicle from 

Governors Park.

THURSDAY, NOV. 21
0142: A tow company 

reported the trespass tow 
of a motor vehicle from 
Governors Park.

0913: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Washington Ave. for 
the civil moving infraction 
of violating the hands-free 
law. The officer gave a 
verbal warning to the op-
erator.

1023: An officer or-
dered a tow for a small 
boat that was halfway in 
the roadway at the marsh 
on Morton St.

1100: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
in Metcalf Sq. for the civ-
il moving infraction of a 
number plate violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1241: An officer issued 
a parking ticket to a vehi-
cle parked in excess of the 
two-hour limit on Somer-
set Ave.

1424: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Veterans Rd. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2337: An officer issued 
a parking ticket to a ve-
hicle without a resident 
parking sticker on Locust 
St.

FRIDAY, NOV. 22
0138: A tow company 

reported the trespass tow 
of a motor vehicle from 
Governors Park.

0306: A tow company 
reported the trespass tow 
of a motor vehicle from 
Governors Park.

1240: An officer as-
sisted the parties with the 
exchange of papers at a 
motor vehicle accident on 
Woodside Ave.

 
SATURDAY, NOV. 23
1155: An officer re-

sponded to a report of a 
motor vehicle blocking a 
driveway on Locust St. 
The officer issued a cita-
tion to the owner for the 
civil infraction of an un-
registered motor vehicle. 
The vehicle also was unin-
sured, which is a criminal 
offense. The officer gave a 
verbal warning to the op-
erator for that offense and 
the vehicle was towed to 
private property.

1334: An officer directd 
the operator of a  truck 
parked on the sidewalk on 
Cottage Ave. to move the 
truck.

1450: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Revere St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

1503: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Revere St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

1529: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Revere St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

1737: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Veterans Rd. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer is-
sued a citation to the op-
erator.

1927: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Veterans Rd. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

1950: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Veterans Rd. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2014: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Revere St. for the civ-
il moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2046: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Revere St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

2132: An officer issued 
a parking ticket to a vehi-
cle parked in the Fire Lane 
on Shirley St.

2145: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Revere St. for the civil 
moving infraction of op-
erating without headlights 
after dark. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

2330: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Main St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

2347: An officer dis-
persed a group of teens 
from the cemetery on 
Kennedy Rd.

SUNDAY, NOV. 24
0008: An officer stopped 

a motor vehicle on Main 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of speeding. The 
officer issued a citation to 
the operator.

0120: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Pleasant St. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
a marked lanes violation. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

0127: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Main St. for the civil 
moving infraction of a red 
light violation. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

0139: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle on Shirley 
St. for the civil moving in-
fraction of a stop sign vio-
lation. The officer issued a 
citation to the operator. An 
officer directed a licensed 
passenger to take control 
of the vehicle.

0328: An officer direct-
ed a person playing mu-
sic loudly in her home on 
Hermon St. to turn it off 
for the night.

1226: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Washington Ave. for 
the civil moving infraction 
of speeding. The officer 
issued a citation to the op-
erator.

1552: A caller report-
ed finding a lost dog. The 
person brought it to the 
station where the dog was 
retrieved by the owner.

1849: An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle on Shirley St. for the 
civil moving infraction 
of speeding. The officer 
issued a citation to the 
operator for that offense, 
as well as for the civil in-
fraction of not having his 
license in his possession.

1917: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
on Veterans Rd. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer is-
sued a citation to the op-
erator.

MONDAY, NOV. 25
0035: An officer 

stopped a motor vehicle 
on Pleasant St. for the 
civil moving infraction of 
speeding. The officer is-
sued a citation to the op-
erator.

0156: An officer issued 
parking tickets to 13 vehi-
cles without resident park-
ing stickers on Woodside 
ave.

0230: An officer dis-
persed a person from 
Hannaford Park, which is 
closed after dark.

according to Cramer.
While the tax rate for 

FY25 will decrease from 
$10.45 to $10.32 per 
$1,000 of valuation, there 
will be a slight increase 
in the FY25 tax bill for 
the average single-fami-
ly home from $7,181 to 
$7,196, according to Cra-
mer.

There is a slightly larger 
increase on the commer-
cial tax bill from $4,889 to 
$5,105 for a commercial 
property valued at just un-
der $500,000.

Cramer said there is 
good news for the town 
when it comes to new 
growth.

“New growth are prop-
erties that have never been 
taxed before, whether it is 
a new building or some-
body added a deck that 
wasn’t there before,” said 
Cramer. “For the second 
year in a row, it’s about 
double what it was in 
years past.”

Cramer praised the as-
sessor’s office for pick-
ing up much of the new 
growth that has not been 

identified in the past.
In voting to maintain 

the single tax rate, Letterie 
noted that there isn’t the 
commercial base to war-
rant a split tax rate at this 
time.

“We like our commu-
nity the way it is, but it 
would be great to have 
some more commercial 
business so we can shift 
the burden a little bit,” he 
said. “In our situation, it 
feels like if we shift the 

burden, it hurts the tax-
payers even more because 
now the prices go up and 
now that’s non-tax deduct-
ible money that is being 
spent.”

Looking at the numbers 
from the past, Letterie said 
a split tax rate would have 
an impact on single-family 
homes of about $10 to $20 
per year, while having an 
impact on small commer-
cial businesses of between 
$300 to $400.

GERRY D’AMBROSIO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

IS YOUR ESTATE IN ORDER?
DO YOU HAVE AN UPDATED WILL, HEALTH CARE

PROXY, OR POWER OF ATTORNEY?
IF NOT, PLEASE CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION

 

781-284-5657

WINTHROP POLICE BLOTTER
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JIM POLINO – ELIZABETH POLINO – JAMES POLINO – JONATHAN POLINO – SHARON TALLENT
ATIYEH CASSIDY – VIRGINIA BROWN – DAVID TALLENT – KATHY HICKEY – KENNY KELLEHER

HIGHLANDGROUP@COMPASS.COM | 617.846.8000
75 CREST AVE, WINTHROP, MA | 126 NEWBURY STREET, BOSTON, MA

Meet our team by 
opening your phone’s 
camera and holding it 

over the QR codeFor smooth sailing with your next move, 
call the Highland Group

Buying or selling, ask us about Compass Coming Soon and Compass Concierge

Knowledge and experience of a local agent. 
Power of the #1 brokerage in the USA!

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS   PRICE   
     De Lopez, Claudia M Yaffe, Barry J 36-38 Hawthorn Ave $825,000
      Restrepo, Nodier D 42 Centre Street Rt 42 Centre St $600,000
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3:00 p.m.
This free event will 

feature a visit and photo 
opportunities with San-
ta Claus, complimentary 
hot chocolate and cook-
ies, holiday music, ship 
tours, and remarks from 
the ship’s commanding 
officer.

Boarding of USS Con-
stitution will begin at 3:00 
p.m., and the event will 
conclude at 6:00 p.m.

Guests can witness the 
ship’s gun firing during 
evening colors, a ceremo-
ny marking the lowering 
of the American flag at 
sunset, scheduled for 4:11 
p.m.

The tree-lighting cer-
emony will commence 
at 4:30 p.m., photos with 
Santa Claus will be avail-
able immediately after-
ward.

USS Constitution is 

open for free public visi-
tation Wednesday through 
Sunday, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.

As the world’s oldest 
commissioned warship 
afloat and America’s Ship 
of State, USS Constitu-
tion played a vital role in 
the Barbary Wars and the 
War of 1812, safeguarding 
American sea lanes from 
1797 to 1855.

Atlantic Works Gallery hosts ‘Jingle 
Bells, Batman Smells’ holiday showcase

ZONTA CLUB NEWS & NOTES

Courtesy Photo

The Zonta Club of Chel-
sea and North Shore mem-

bers recently delivered 
Market Basket gift cards 
to the local school districts 
of Chelsea, Everett, Win-

throp, Revere and Saugus. 
These gift cards will be 
distributed to needy fam-
ilies this Holiday Season.

Zonta Members Mary Jane O’Neill and Barbara Lawlor are delivering the Market Basket 
gift cards to Kelli Conway, Payroll Coordinator of the Winthrop Public schools.

School committee to hold 
special meeting on override

By Adam Swift

The school committee 
is hosting a special meet-
ing on Monday, Dec. 9 at 6 
p.m. at the Shapiro Center 
at Winthrop High School 
to discuss a potential 
school override request.

In November, voters 
rejected a $4.95 million 
school override that would 
have helped address bud-
get shortfalls over the next 
three years.

Since that time, the 
school committee and the 
administration have been 
working to bring an over-
ride request back before 
the voters.

The Dec. 9 meeting will 
allow for public comment 
on a potential override 
vote, as well as discus-
sion on the school com-
mittee’s Nov. 26 budget 
subcommittee report on a 
proposed override and a 
potential vote by the full 
school committee on an 
override request.

The override request 
would then move to the 
town council for approval 
to be placed on an election 
ballot.

During the Nov. 26 
meeting, the budget sub-
committee voted 2-1 to 
come back with another 
$4.95 million override re-
quest for voters some time 
in February.

During this past Mon-
day night’s school com-
mittee meeting, there was 
a discussion on the over-
ride request.

Budget subcommittee 
Chair Gus Martucci said 
he was in favor of coming 
back to voters with a low-
er figure than the $4.95 

million that was rejected 
in November.

“I don’t think we should 
be going back with the 
same number,” said Mar-
tucci. “My recommenda-
tion at the meeting was to 
back out the $1.6 million 
for the (education) stabili-
zation (account) and do a 
$3.4 million override.”

Town Council President 
Jim Letterie said he agreed 
with Martucci’s approach 
at Monday’s school com-
mittee meeting. Letterie 
added that the school’s 
could still put money into 
a stabilization account, 
just at a lower amount for 
the time-being.

Letterie said he would 
also be working with the 
council on some changes 
in financial policy about 
how the town allocates 
free cash so that it can 
contribute to the stabiliza-
tion account.

“I think we have to 
work together a little hard-
er with (Superintendent 
of Schools Lisa Howard), 
who has been working in-
credibly hard to find that 
every nickel and dime we 
can,” said Letterie. “Go-
ing to a lower amount is 
not saying that we didn’t 
need the money from the 
beginning. We still want 
to start a stabilization ac-
count for education, but 
we know what we need for 
next year, and we have to 
make the public aware of 
the consequences of get-
ting nothing.”

If a $4.95 million over-
ride is rejected again, Let-
terie said it would have a 
huge effect on the children 
and the community.

“It would affect all de-
partments, because the 

town will have to make 
serious adjustments to try 
to help put in any way we 
can, which will have a rip-
ple-down effect on every 
department,” said Letterie. 
“I would rather go in with 
a lower amount realizing 
we are still doing every-
thing we can.”

Howard said when a 
school department en-
ters a school year several 
million dollars below the 
current level with a bud-
get that is primarily sal-
ary with little mandated 
expenses, it would lead to 
cuts in staffing.

“If you have to cut 
anywhere from two-and-
a-half to three million 
dollars out of a salary 
budget, it is not as easy as 
taking the highest salaries 
and cutting those because 
teachers have profession-
al status, there are rules 
around that,” she said. “So 
when you are looking at 
teachers, it’s sort of the 
lowest people on the totem 
pole.”

Staffing cuts would 
mean class sizes would 
skyrocket, Howard said. 
Budget cuts could also 
lead to sizeable increas-
es in fees for athletic and 
extracurricular programs, 
she said.

“No one is taking this 
lightly, it keeps me up at 
night really concerned 
about how we can make 
sure we get this through, 
regardless of what that 
looks like, because with-
out it, we are really in big 
trouble,” said school com-
mittee member Julie Bar-
ry. “I think we really need 
to articulate that extremely 
well and at a high level.”

Special to the Transcript

Atlantic Works Gallery 
announces that its Decem-
ber  will be an exhibition 
by Eric Hess and elfin 
friends called Jingle Bells, 
Batman Smells. The expo-
sition is a subjective and 
kitschy look at the objec-
tivity of Christmas in the 
early 21st century.  Ob-
jects are great!!!

Work will be photogra-
phy, installation, concep-
tual art and objects from 
Hess’s unusual holiday 
collection. During the 
opening reception there 
will be a performance 
piece involving a 6ft mis-
chievous living Christ-
mas Duck that is inspired 
from one of Hess’s most 
beloved and somewhat 
creepy holiday ornaments. 
The duck will be more 
naughty but still nice. 
There will be a station for 
people to pose for portraits 
inspired by The Awkward 
Family Christmas Photos 
series. Tacky sweaters, 
turtlenecks and hats will 

be provided. Screw the 
nice list this year, let’s go 
crazy!”

As a child I, Eric Hess, 
had a stern and scary 
Marine captain, corpo-
rate-leader father. Living 
with him could be like 
walking on eggshells, you 
didn’t know what mood 
he would be in. He could 
be great fun but a lot of 
the time he was mean. His 
fun could mean as well. 
Once a year Dad, who we 
called The Great Santini, 
would melt away and this 
cross man would hoist all 
the glittery, plastic, cheap 
ornaments from Caldor’s 
and scatter them all over 
the house. This was much 
to the chagrin of my archi-
tect mother, who designed 
our modern, 1970’s home. 
It was like he was Scrooge 
after the ghosts, and I was 
Tiny Tim with a fat goose 
to eat. He was The Grinch 
and I was the hurt little 
dog riding into Whoville. 
It always felt joyous and 
festive to his fantastical, 
gay son(me). To this day 

I still have a love of the 
chaos and fascination with 
weirdness of the holiday 
season. This show is for 
my Dad who passed away 
15 years ago.

Eric Hess has been a 
photographer living in 
Boston since 1999. He 
came to Beantown from 
New York City to attend 
The New England School 
of Photography. He has 
had his studio in East Bos-
ton for 23 years and is one 
of the founding members 
of Atlantic Works Gallery 
established in 2003. He 
works professionally as a 
photographer and makes 
art in several mediums. He 
has been a member of The 
Biennial Project, a humor-
ous, conceptual art and 
performance collaborative 
that has shown and per-
formed in places like Ven-
ice, Havanna, New York 
City but not Worcester.

In conjunction with 
the holiday theme of this 
show Atlantic Works , in 

See SHOWCASE Page 4



Page 4 The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Thursday, December 5, 2024 Email: editor@winthroptranscript.com

OUR Opinions

Forum
PRESIDENT: Stephen Quigley - stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

MARKETING DIRECTOR: Deb DiGregorio - deb@reverejournal.com

Established in 1882

Sun     TranScripT

Winthrop’s Pioneer

Winthrop
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Newspaper

LETTER to the Editor

Directory 

President
Stephen Quigley; stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com

Marketing Director
  Deb DiGregorio; deb@reverejournal.com

Assistant Marketing Directors
Maureen DiBella; mdibella@winthroptranscript.com

Legal Advertising
Ellen Bertino; ebertino@eastietimes.com

Ad Design
Kane DiMasso-Scott

Managing Editor
Cary Shuman; cary@lynnjournal.com

Copy Editing, Layout
Kane DiMasso-Scott,  Scott Yates
Business Accounts Executive

Judy Russi; judy.russi@eastietimes.com
Printer   Gannett

Office Phone Number: 781-485-0588

Fire Station // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Showcase // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

REMEMBER THE NEEDY ON 
YOUR SHOPPING LIST

Americans already have been spending a record 
amount of money thus far this holiday season, spurred 
on by the extended “Black Friday” (we are using air 
quotes because Black Friday sales began in early No-
vember), Small Business Saturday, and Cyber Monday 
shopping days.

However, amidst our zeal to find the “perfect” gifts 
for our family members and friends, we hope that our 
readers make the effort, no matter how small, to remem-
ber those in need this holiday season.

As we noted in this space two weeks ago, homeless-
ness is at an all-time high in this country. For example, 
almost one-in-eight New York City school children ex-
perienced homelessness during the most recent school 
year.

The simple reality is that for far too many of our fel-
low Americans, the holidays bring little or no joy. 

There are countless ways by which each of us can 
make the holidays brighter for those who are less fortu-
nate, ranging from toy drives to food banks to Salvation 
Army Santas. With Christmas fast approaching because 
of the shortened holiday season, we urge everyone who 
has the ability to do so to make that small effort to help 
those for whom the holidays are just another day.

HOPEFULLY, MUSK WILL 
BRING US SELF-DRIVING CARS

Everyone concedes that Musk unquestionably is a vi-
sionary who already has revolutionized the automobile 
industry. He was named Time Magazine’s Person of the 
Year for the success of Tesla, which made electric vehi-
cles available to the mass market. Tesla has done more 
than any other company in the world to address the exis-
tential threat of climate change caused by fossil-burning 
fuels.

Two months ago, Musk held a publicity event for the 
press and investors to showcase his plans for self-driv-
ing robo-taxis, which he said will be available by 2027. 
Self-driving vehicles will be powered by AI and Musk’s 
companies have committed to buying billions of dollars 
of AI computer chips from Nvidia, the American chip 
company founded by another visionary, Jensen Huang.

A few months back, we wrote of our visit to San 
Francisco and mentioned that we drove in autonomous 
electric taxis operated by Waymo, which was founded 
by Google. Our experience, as  has been the case with 
everyone who has used Waymo, was amazing.

Waymo is now expanding to Los Angeles, Phoenix, 
Austin, Atlanta, and Florida and clearly is the industry 
leader in robo-taxis.

Self-driving electric vehicles represent the future -- 
and  it is coming faster than anyone ever expected thanks 
to Nvidia, whose AI chips will be key to the revolution. 
Self-driving electric vehicles not only will be good for 
the planet, but they also will benefit each of us in our 
everyday lives -- they will be safer (all but eliminating 
the carnage that exists on our highways today), they will 
reduce our auto insurance and repair costs, and they will 
allow for greater independence for both the young and 
old for whom driver’s licenses are iffy propositions.

Although Waymo is doing great things with robo-tax-
is, a car manufacturer such as Tesla can scale-up produc-
tion to meet the mass market.  We would note here that 
GM tried the robo-taxi field with its Cruise fleet, but it 
presently is on hold because of safety issues.

Although Waymo already has a huge lead on Tesla, 
we have no doubt that once Elon Musk sets his mind to 
it, Tesla will catch up to -- and surpass -- Waymo. And, 
we hope, the sooner the better.

3A COMPLIANCE IS 
THE RIGHT PATH 
FOR WINTHROP

Dear Editor,
Recently, Town Council 

voted (4 to 3, 2 abstain) to 
reject the zoning plan rec-
ommended unanimously 
by the  Planning Board to 
bring Winthrop into legal 
compliance with Section 
3A/MBTA Communi-
ties Act. In doing this, 
the Town Council voted 
to violate Massachusetts 
state law – a law signed by 
Charlie Baker with near 
unanimous approval by 
our state legislature.

Is this “No” vote truly a 
win for Winthrop?  What 
happens next?

One possible outcome 
is that the Planning Board 
will be asked to propose 
another plan.  After all, the 
recent “no” vote was not a 

rejection of the law itself 
but of the plan put forward 
by the board. This endeav-
or would require a new 
overlay district to meet 
compliance;  previously 
presented areas and plans 
are no longer viable. 

Another scenario is that 
the State could  appoint a 
“Special Master” to decide 
for us.

Currently, we are fol-
lowing Milton’s path:  to-
wards being out of com-
pliance by our deadline 
(12/31/2024), and likely 
facing  a lawsuit from 
the state Attorney Gen-
eral. Remember, Milton 
is a wealthier town than 
Winthrop and can more 
easily afford this.  On top 
of this, the new econom-
ic package just signed by 
the governor places even 
more grants out of reach 
of those who are not in 

compliance with MBTA 
3A. Our community needs 
more state funding not 
less.  How do our residents 
feel about paying high le-
gal bills? Where will that 
money come from? Will 
our taxes rise significant-
ly? With less aid from the 
Commonwealth we’ll cer-
tainly be faced with 2 and 
1/2 overrides and requests 
for debt exclusions. 

None of these scenarios 
are pleasant. In our view 
all of them are worse for 
the town than saying yes 
to Plan A.  We can’t sugar-
coat this: not complying 
with 3A will have nega-
tive long-term effects on 
the financial well-being of 
our town.

We have a zero-impact 
plan in front of us. The 
duty of the Town Coun-
cil is to follow the law, 
and approve a common 

sense plan crafted with 
Winthrop’s needs in mind. 
Once again, by refusing to 
approve a plan that gives 
us credit for our existing 
housing, the Town Coun-
cil is not upholding state 
law.

The Town Council 
should revisit and approve 
the plan put forward by 
the Review Board. Then 
we can move on to ad-
dress the many critical is-
sues still facing our town. 
These include the town’s 
overall budget and the 
funding shortages facing 
the school system.

That would be the real 
win for Winthrop.

Joe Aiello
Leonora Foley

Scott Mahoney-Wright
Cassie Witthaus

(Representing Winthrop 
Working Together)

Prior to Letterie at-
tempting to move the 
issue forward Tuesday 
night, several councilors 
stated that they preferred 
the Walden Street loca-
tion, citing the lower cost 
and the possibility to use 
the old middle school for 
economic development 
purposes. 

“I think we have seen in 
the past votes that people 
are concerned about their 
financial wellbeing, so I 
think, looking at the dif-
ference in costs between 
these two projects, I think 
it is prudent to look at 
the Walden Street station 
very closely,” said Coun-
cil Vice President Han-
nah Belcher. “I also agree 
that the Pauline Street site 
could be used for a variety 
of other things, whether it 
is some housing and eco-
nomic stimulus for the 
town, so I personally am 
leaning toward the Walden 
Street site.”

Councilor-at-Large Rob 
DeMarco said he also pre-
ferred the Walden Street 
site, but said the town 
needs to have a backup 
plan in place in case vot-
ers once again reject a debt 
exclusion for a new fire 
station.

“Have we looked at re-
furbishing the firehouse if 
we don’t get the money 
and what the cost would 
be?” he asked. “What’s 
our backup plan if we 
don’t get the money?”

Town Manager Tony 
Marino noted that the two 
current fire stations do not 

meet OSHA requirements 
and that there is not room 
to build on the sites.

However, Precinct 5 
Councilor Joseph Aiel-
lo stated that the council 
should not vote on a site 
selection or debt exclusion 
vote at this time, citing 
what he called a lack of 
hard figures and plans for 
the firehouse options.

“I think there is a lot of 
information missing that 
ought to be made avail-
able to the council … but 
my concern is that we 
don’t have (comparisons) 
from other communities 
of recent construction 
prices,” he said. “I think 
that raw data ought to be 
made available, because 
in reality, when we go for 
the debt exclusion, there is 
no cap, and if these things 
start spiraling to a higher 
cost, that is just going to 
be passed on to the tax-
payer, and it is just going 
to really poison the waters 
for the next thing down-
stream.”

Aiello noted that the 
two recent revenue-rais-
ing items on the ballot, the 
fire station last year and a 
$4.95 million school over-
ride in November, were 
defeated soundly by vot-
ers.

“We don’t why, we are 
flying blind, we haven’t 
done any surveys, we 
haven’t done any focus 
groups, we don’t know 
precisely why, and we’re 
coming back with bigger 
numbers and say let’s do 
it all over again,” Aiello 

said. 
Aiello also pointed to 

the future need for ma-
jor flood and stormwater 
mitigation projects in the 
town.

“I think we should stop 
this discussion today and 
have a policy discussion 
about putting all of our 
needs together in a bas-
ket and thinking about a 
strategic approach to each 
one of them and move for-
ward,” he said.

Precinct 2 Council-
or John Munson said the 
council is doing the best it 
can to solve a lot of prob-
lems at once, with many of 
the needs coming in silos.

Munson said he also 
believes there needs to be 
a more strategic approach 
to addressing financial is-
sues.

“There is no doubt that 
the fire station is a top, 
top priority, and I believe 
it should have been done 
the previous time,” said 
Munson. “As of right now, 
I don’t want to be part of 
prolonging this process, 
but at the same time, I do 
want to make sure we are 
looking at this as a big pic-
ture.”

Letterie said he didn’t 
agree with Aiello’s asser-
tion that a debt exclusion 
would give the town a 
blank check for the cost of 
a new fire station.

“We don’t believe we 
have a blank check, this is 
the same way we just built 
three schools over the last 
25 years, the same exact 
way,” said Letterie. “We 

have a rendering here as 
we did a year ago. I think 
that we did get questions 
and feedback that we got 
was that upwards of 80 
percent of the people in 
Winthrop feel that there is 
a need for a firehouse.

“From information that 
we got back there were 
two major problems with 
the first proposal, one 
was the location and two 
was the acquisition cost,” 
Letterie continued. “You 
could be wrong, you are 
never going to get a 100 
percent answer, but that is 
what we felt were the rea-
sons.”

Letterie said he was dis-
appointed that there was 
no second to move for-
ward with the firehouse 
site selection at Tuesday 
night’s meeting.

“This is an issue that 
has been discussed in 
town now for over 30 
years, and the condition 
of our firehouses are ab-
solutely, incredibly de-
plorable, they don’t even 
meet OSHA standards,” 
said Letterie. “We put the 
safety and security of not 
only our firefighters, but 
our town in jeopardy but 
not even allowing the cit-
izens to decide on wheth-
er we should build a new 
fire station. Councilors 
have known about this for 
several months, they have 
seen the plans, they have 
seen the numbers – the 
numbers don’t lie.”

Your opinions, please
The Winthrop Sun Transcript welcomes letters to the editor.

Letters may also be e-mailed to 

editor@reverejournal.com Letters must be signed. 

conjunction with Eastie 
Elves, is asking that visi-
tors bring unwrapped toys 
for kids in our neighbor-
hood.  

We are also asking peo-
ple to enter our East Bos-
ton Holiday Decoration 
contest. Any home that 
wishes to enter should 
email Eric Hess at erich-
essphoto@gmail.com. 
We will go to the homes 
listed during the week of 

December 9th and award 
what we feel are our fa-
vorite homes. Winner will 
be announced at our Third 
Thursday reception on 
December 19th. Winners 
will be highlighted on our 
social media.

Atlantic Works Gal-
lery, Jingle Bells, Batman 
Smells (details)

· Show opens Saturday, 
December 7, 2024

· Opening Reception: 

December 7, 2024, 5:00 to 
8:00 p.m.

· Third Thursday De-
cember 19, 2024, 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m.

· Show closes Saturday, 
December 28th

Atlantic Works Gallery, 
80 Border Street, Boston, 
MA 02128

Entering its twenty-sec-
ond year, AWG is an art-
ist-run collaborative space 
for art and ideas located in 

East Boston. The gallery 
is open to the public every 
Friday and Saturday, 2:00 
– 6:00 p.m. For private 
viewing, contact contact@
atlanticworks.org. For 
more information, visit 
https://atlanticworks.org

May your holiday be 
merry, bright, and just a 
little bit weird—because 
that’s what makes it mem-
orable.”

The Independent Newspaper Group reserves the right to 
edit letters for space and clarity. We regret that we cannot 

publish unsigned letters. Please include your street and 
telephone number with your submission. The Independent 

Newspaper Group publishes columns, viewpoints and 
letters to the editor as a forum for readers to express 

their opinions and to encourage debate. Please note that 
the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of The 
Independent Newspaper Group. Text or attachments 
emailed to editor@reverejournal.com are preferred. 
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By Adam Swift

Acting Mayor Patrick 
Keefe and former mayor 
Dan Rizzo will square off 

for the city’s top job on 
Nov. 7 in the municipal 
general election.

As of press time with 
unofficial results, Rizzo 

topped the ballot in the 
four-way preliminary elec-
tion for mayor on Tuesday 
with 2,627 votes, followed 
by Keefe with 2,488 votes 

with all precincts report-
ing with the exception of 
Ward 5, Precinct 1 late on 
Tuesday. All vote totals 
were unofficial as of Tues-

day night.
The preliminary race 

saw four long-time coun-
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DAYTIME BRIDGE 
MACHINERY 
INSTALLATION AT 
CHELSEA STREET 
BRIDGE 

The Massachusetts 
Department of Trans-
portation (MassDOT) is 
announcing that it will 
be conducting work to 
install span guide roller 
machineries on the Chel-
sea Street Bridge in East 
Boston and Chelsea. This 
work is scheduled to take 
place Monday through 
Friday, during the hours 
of 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
This work is schedule to 
begin on Monday, Sep-
tember 25 and will con-
clude on Friday, Novem-
ber 17. There will be no 
weekend closures during 
scheduled Sumner Tunnel 
closures. The work will 
require off peak tempo-
rary lane and sidewalk 
closures. The bridge will 
remain fully operational 
during the installation of 
the new machinery and 
pedestrian access across 
the bridge will be main-
tained at all times. The 
schedule for this work is 
weather dependent and is 
subject to change without 
notice. 

Drivers who are trav-
eling through the area 
should reduce speed and 
use caution. 

 Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area. 

For more information 
on traffic conditions, trav-
elers are encouraged to: 

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See ELECTION Page 12

HAAS TOPS THE TICKET IN AT-LARGE PRELIMINARY

Ward 1 Ward 4 Ward 5

Top 5 Primary At-Large candidates

The Race for Ward 1
By Adam Swift

Incumbent Jo-
anne McKenna, the 
top vote-getter with 
676 votes, and John 
Stamatopoulos, 235 
votes, came out on 
top in the Ward 1 pre-
liminary election on 
Tuesday.

They will move 
onto the Nov. 7 gen-
eral municipal elec-
tion ballot.

McKenna current-
ly serves as the Coun-
cil President Pro Tem 
and was an educator 
in the Revere schools 
for over 30 years. She 
also chairs the city’s 
public art commis-
sion.

McKenna, a life-

long Beachmont resi-
dent, still lives in the 
same house she grew 
up in.

She has served as 
the Ward 1 Council-
lor for the past eight 
years. In her years 
as the ward council-
lor, McKenna said 
she has always been 
available to meet 
with people, take all 
calls, and resolve all 
problems brought to 
her attention.

McKenna said she 
has spent her life vol-
unteering and work-
ing for the city that 
she loves.

Stamatopoulos a 
Chief Executive and 

By Adam Swift

Paul Argenzio, 
the top vote-getter 
with 702 votes, and 
Gregory Murray, 242 
votes,  topped the 
ballot in the Ward 4 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday night, 
moving onto the Nov. 
7 municipal general 
election ballot.

The candidates are 
seeking to replace 
Patrick Keefe, who 
currently serves as 
acting mayor and is 
running for a full term 
in the mayor’s office.

Argenzio is a 
lifelong resident of 
Ward 4 who cur-
rently serves as the 
city’s Superintendent 
of Public Works. He 
has also served as 
the chair of the city’s 
traffic and parking 
commission for the 
past five years.

Argenzio stated 
that the city must 
ensure that its new 

residents, along with 
families who have 
resided in Revere for 
generations, can con-
tinue to afford to live 
in the city, and that 
city services such as 
police, fire, and pub-
lic works, grow to 
meet the needs of the 
rising population.

Murray said safety 
is his number one pri-
ority if elected to the 
council. He said there 
needs to be safety for 
students in school, 
as well as more pro-
grams for teens after 
school. In addition, 
Murray said there 
needs to be improved 
safety for the city’s 
senior citizens, both 
in their homes and in 
the streets.

With the city grow-
ing, Murray said the 
city needs to increase 
its public safety per-
sonnel and give them 
the tools to succeed.

Proctor Ave. res-
ident Herby-Jean 
Baptiste finished 
third with 168 votes.

By Adam Swift

Incumbent John 
Powers and Ange-
la Guarino-Sawaya 
topped the Ward 5 
preliminary election 
on Tuesday, moving 
onto the Nov. 7 mu-
nicipal general elec-
tion ballot.

Angela Guarino 
Saway, was the top 
vote-getter with 668 
votes,  with Powers 
coming in second 
with 432 votes.

Powers, who served 
as councillor for two 
decades has said that 
he is running on his 
long record of his 
past achievements for 
the ward, which most 
recently have includ-
ed the building of the 
new Point of Pines 
fire station. He said 
he is proud of his ser-
vice in Ward 5.

Guarino-Sawaya is 
a graduate of Suffolk 
University with near-
ly 20 years experi-

ence with the Boston 
Public Schools. She 
has volunteered with 
organizations such 
as the Revere Little 
League, Immaculate 
Conception School, 
and President of the 
Point of Pines Beach 
Association.

She stated that the 
most pressing issues 
facing Ward 5 today 
are over-develop-
ment, traffic man-
agement, and coastal 
resiliency. She said 
she plans to stop 
overdevelopment by 
implementing a mor-
atorium and enacting 
a sensible planning 
review. 

The other candi-
dates on the ballot 
were Ralph Celestin  
with 177 votes, and 
Randall Mondestin 
with 152.

The Race for Ward 4 The Race for Ward 5

O n  t h e  C a m p a i g n  T r a i l

Robert Haas III Anthony  Zambuto Marc Silvestri Michelle Kelley Juan Pablo Jaramillo

IT’S RIZZO AND KEEFE

IN THE RACE FOR MAYOR

VS VS VS

See WARD 1 Page 12

Greg MurrayPaul ArgenzioJohn StamatopoulosJoanne McKenna John PowersAngela Guarino-Sawaya

MARAIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Dan Rizzo is welcomed to his reception at Casa Lucia by many 
guests with open arms as State Rep. Jeffrey Turco looks on.

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Acting Mayor Patrick Keefe, with his wife, Jennifer, as they enter his campaign recep-
tion at Fine Line on Revere Beach. 

All votes are unofficial as of 
press time on Tuesday night.

By Adam Swift

The first weekend 
of February saw re-
cord-breaking cold across 
New England.

The Winthrop schools, 
like everyone else across 
the region, faced some 
challenges as the tempera-
tures went into a freefall, 
but came out of the cold 
snap without any major 
issues.

Superintendent of 

Schools Lisa Howard said 
preparation was key as the 
mercury began to drop on 
Friday, and she ultimately 
made the decision not to 
close school.

At Monday night’s 
School Committee meet-
ing, Howard walked 
through the process the 
district goes through when 
facing the potential for in-
clement weather.

“The most difficult part 
of my job each year is de-

ciding whether or not to 
have a snow day,” said 
Howard, joking that it has 
left a mark on her that she 
once called a snow day  
for a day when no snow 
ultimately fell from the 
skies.

“I do have a tremendous 
amount of support from 
my 15-year-old son, who 
convinces me if it looks 
like it is going to snow to 

Special to the Transcript

Have you ever want-
ed to own your own fire 
truck? Well, you’re in 
luck! The Town of Win-
throp is currently auc-
tioning off two used fire 
trucks — a 1996 Pierce 
Dash - Tilt Cab Fire Pump-
er and a 1989 GMC Model 
TC7D04 E-One (used as 
a Rescue 1). Both of the 
fire trucks are perfect for 
road construction compa-
nies or for use in a small 
fire department. These on-
line auctions are open to 

the public at municibid.
com and end on Monday, 
February 13.

Why are these auctions 
important? These auc-
tions are helping to bring 
money right back into im-
proving Winthrop’s com-
munity. 100% of the pro-

ceeds from these auctions 
go back to the Town of 
Winthrop. These funds are 
used for road maintenance, 
setting up local events for 
residents, community pro-
grams, public safety initia-
tives, and more! 

The 1996 Pierce Dash 
- Tilt Cab Fire Pumper 
has 69,401 miles on it and 
features a 6v92T Detroit 
Diesel Motor and Allison 
HT 740 Transmission. The 
1989 GMC Model TC7D04 
E-One has 27,708 miles on 
it and features a Onan 7.5 
KW Diesel Generator.

Town of Winthrop 
auctioning off two used fire trucks; 
Proceeds to help local community

Council votes on 
charter change 
recommendations
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SENATOR LYDIA 
EDWARDS TO HOST 
A COFFEE HOUR

On Tuesday February 
14 from 1-2pm Senator 
Lydia Edwards will be 
hosting a coffee hour at 
the Robert DeLeo Senior 
Center, 35 Harvard St in 
Winthrop.

“I want to thank the 
Winthrop Council on Ag-
ing for providing space to 
host this coffee hour. I’m 
looking forward to hearing 
about issues constituents 
in Winthrop are facing and 
speaking with them about 
my legislative priorities. 
Happy Valentine’s Day!” 
said Senator Lydia Ed-
wards (D-Boston)

CELEBRATE BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH

Looking for ways to 
celebrate and learn about 
Black history in the Mys-
tic? Check out these op-
portunities and commu-
nity events happening 
around the watershed:

• Explore the works of 
Medford Poet Laureate 
Terry E. Carter. We were 
excited to see Terry E. 
Carter, GreenRoots and 
environmental justice fea-
tured in the newest instal-
lation at the Mystic Mural 
Project (pictured above) 
— a 22-year-long mu-
ral project near Blessing 

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$3.65  Price 
subject to 
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without 
notice
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Schools make it through cold snap Two Winthrop Middle School sixth grade students, Esta-
fania and Gabriella “Gabby”, found a wallet and turned it 
into Officer Bonavita, who was able to locate and return 
the item to its very happy owner.   Thank you Estafania and 
Gabby -- great community service!

LOST & FOUND

By Adam Swift

The Town Council will 
remain a nine-member 
body for the foreseeable 
future.

Last week, the council 
voted on proposed char-
ter changes recommended 
by the Ordinance Review 
Committee (ORC). While 
a number of proposals will 
be forwarded to the state 
for a potential vote by 
town residents in Novem-
ber, one recommendation 
which would have cut the 
number of town council-
ors from nine to seven and 
done away with precinct 
seats failed to pass muster 
with the council.

In addition to the coun-
cil’s composition, the 
council also failed to ap-
prove a part of that rec-
ommendation that would 
have cut a councilor’s term 
from four to two years. 
A similar measure to in-
crease the Town Council 
President’s term from two 
to four years also failed to 
move forward.

A charter change rec-
ommendation needed a 
yes vote from six of the 

nine councilors to poten-
tially be placed in front of 
voters in the fall.

The remaining recom-
mendations from the ORC 
did gain the council’s ap-
proval, and will appear on 
the November ballot pro-
vided the state deems they 
can legally move forward.

Some of those proposed 
charger changes include 
tougher language in the 
council’s abandonment 
language for members 
who consistently miss 
meetings, and a recall pro-
vision for elected officials.

Council President 
James Letterie said that 
the recommendations 
from the ORC on the 
council composition and 
term lengths were part of 
an effort to increase par-
ticipation in elections and 
potentially attract candi-
dates so there are more 
contested races.

But a number of coun-
cilors said those recom-
mendations would either 
not achieve that goal or 
would weaken represen-
tation for the town’s resi-
dents.

See CHARTER Page 3

By Stephen Quigley

Boston Mayor Michelle 
Wu delivered her State of 
the City Address at the 
MGM Music Hall next 
door to Fenway Park last 
week in which the mayor 
noted the achievements 
that have been accom-
plished over the past year 
and outlined a vision for 
making Boston a greener 
and more affordable city 
in which  to live and work 
by 2030.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Wu adding, 
“We have the resources, 
the resolve, and respon-
sibility to make it even 
stronger.”

Wu praised city em-
ployees for making “every 
accomplishment and con-
stituent service delivered, 
every detail of the agenda 
we’re sharing here tonight 
— this is only possible be-
cause of you.

“Our cabinet is two-
thirds people of color,” 
Wu noted. She singled 

out Boston natives Bos-
ton Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox; Trinh Nguy-
en, the Chief of Worker 
Empowerment; and Se-
gun Idowu, Chief of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and 
Development, for their 
commitment to Boston’s 
residents.

“Three bus lines are en-
tirely fare free,” said Wu, 
“and now we are accel-
erating over two dozen, 
new, dedicated bus lanes, 
expanding our bike net-

work, and organizing even 
more neighborhood Open 
Streets events.”

The mayor highlighted 
that public safety will be 
important, noting that 900 
guns were taken off the 
streets and that violent and 
property crime are at the 
lowest levels in 15 years. 

Bringing welcome news 
to many neighborhood 
residents who have bitter-
ly complained about the 
indifference of the Boston 
Planning and Redevelop-
ment Agency, Wu called 
for “charting a new course 
for growth, with people 
as our compass.  Tomor-
row, I’ll sign an executive 
order establishing a Plan-
ning Advisory Council to 
fully integrate long-range 
planning, and begin mod-
ernizing our zoning code.” 

Wu noted that she aims 
to “sustainably” increase 
the population of Boston 
from its current number of 
675,000 to 800,000.

Affordable housing also 
figured in her goals.  Wu 

said that more than 3,800 
housing units were per-
mitted, including 1,300 
affordable units.

Wu said “every square 
foot of city-owned prop-
erty” has been analyzed 
“and we have identified 
several parcels that could 
be used for affordable 
housing units.”

If “local builders 
work with us to design 
high-quality, affordable 
homes that enhance the 
surrounding neighbor-
hood, we will give you 
the land for free. And we 
will provide increased 
mortgage assistance so 
our residents can afford to 
buy these homes,” said the 
mayor.

Wu set a goal of 2030 
to have the city’s public 
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The Boston Police 
Department is seeking 
the public’s assistance 
in efforts to locate 
Reina Morales Rojas, 
41, of East Boston. 
She is described as 
a Hispanic Female, 
5’5”, 145lbs, black 
hair and brown eyes. 
We are praying Reina 
is found and returned 
with her family.

Anyone with infor-
mation regarding her 
whereabouts is ad-
vised to contact 911 
or A-7 Department at 
(617) 343-4324.

Police seek help with local missing person

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTO BY ISABEL LEON

Mayor Michelle Wu delivers 
remarks during the 2023 
State of the City adderess at 
the MGM Music Hall.

Special to the Times-Free Press

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone, 
Jr. has been accepted into 
the Boston Bar Associ-
ation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program. Each 
year, the Boston Bar As-
sociation’s Public Interest 
Leadership Program wel-
comes a select group of 
talented and highly-mo-
tivated lawyers to partic-
ipate in a year-long pro-
gram designed to provide 
intensive leadership and 
professional development 
training.

Moscone is the founder 
of Moscone Law, where 
he focuses on an array of 
matters, including crim-
inal, civil, and business 
litigation as well as trans-
actional and hospitality 
matters. He has success-
fully litigated before a 
judge or jury in multiple 
venues throughout the 
Commonwealth, as well 
as in Federal Court, and 
has guided home and 
business owners through 
transactional and zoning/
licensure matters.

He was born and raised 
in East Boston, he cur-
rently serves on the Board 
of Directors for the East 
Boston Chamber of Com-
merce as well as the East 
Boston YMCA.

The notification letter is 

as follows:
On behalf of the Bos-

ton Bar Association, I am 
pleased to welcome you 
to the 2023 class of the 
Public Interest Leadership 
Program (PILP). You have 
been selected from a num-
ber of impressive appli-
cants to join this tremen-
dously talented group of 
attorneys. Congratulations 
on this achievement!

I am confident that 
your PILP experience will 
deepen your engagement 
and involvement as a lead-
er both in the BBA and 
within the community at 
large. Further, I hope the 
bonds you develop with 
fellow PILP participants 
will enrich your experi-
ence and growth during 
the program and beyond.

I wish you and your 
class all the best and look 
forward to working with 
you this year.

Albert J. “AJ” Moscone.

Moscone accepted into program

Wu sets ambitious agenda in State of the City address

Michael Coughlin Jr.

Tree Eastie, a non-profit 
organization that focuses 
on planting and maintain-
ing trees while educating 
residents about their bene-
fits, has been doing its part 
in an effort to increase 
East Boston’s scarce tree 
canopy. 

East Boston’s tree can-
opy sits at 7% – the low-
est in the City of Boston 
– which is woeful consid-
ering the average is 27%. 

“We need a lot more 
trees. We’ve got a lot of 
heat islands, and because 
of the effects of the high-
ways and the airport and 
also the flooding that we 
get along the coastline, 
we need a lot of trees just 
from an environmental 
standpoint,” said Tree 
Eastie Founder Bill Mas-
terson. 

Not only do trees help 
environmental aspects 
like reducing air pollution, 
but they can cool down 
streets, filter stormwater, 

and even increase proper-
ty value, according to Tree 
Eastie. 

That being said, the 
non-profit is doing its best 
to increase the neighbor-
hood’s tree canopy and 
has had great success as 
they have planted 164 
street trees over the last 15 
months, a number Master-
son is proud of. 

“That’s a big number 
… these are small trees. I 
mean, they’re only proba-
bly 10 or 12 feet tall, but, 
I mean, they’re going to 
grow two to three feet a 
year, and fast forward 10 
years from now, there’s 
going to be a lot of shade,” 
said Masterson. 

One of the main reasons 
Tree Eastie was able to 
plant that many trees was 
due to its relatively new 
and strong relationship 
with the City of Boston. 
In negotiations that took 
place for about a year, the 
non-profit was able to se-

Tree Eastie is
making tremendous 
environmental strides 

See TREE EASTIE Page 9

See page 8 for 

Mayor Wu’s 

complete speech.

Opening of New District A-7 Police Station in East Boston. Among those who turned out for the event are Mayor Michelle 
Wu (cutting the ribbon), Rep. Adrian Madaro (third from left holding the ribbon), Veronica Robles, City Councilor Gabriela 
Coletta, Boston Police Commissioner Michael Cox (behind Mayor Wu’s left), Police Captain Dean Bickerton (behind Mayor 
Wu’s right), Amelia Marcella (helping to cut the ribbon) and Skip Marcella.

RIBBON CUTTING FOR NEW POLICE STATION IN EASTIE

By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Holaday 
said it all about the opening 
of the WynnBET Sports-
book Tuesday at the five-
star resort/casino in Ever-
ett.

“It’s sports betting in the 
nation’s best sports town,” 
remarked Holaday. “Every-
one is thrilled and excited 
it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an ar-
ray of professional athletes 
at the grand opening of 
the new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to 
be built in the city. “Peo-
ple have been able to go 
to other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the commu-
nity? This sportsbook is a 
very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had the 
opportunity to chat with 
Johnny Damon, one of the 

sports celebrities in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s event. 
“I thanked him for break-
ing the Curse of the Bam-
bino,” remarked DeMaria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Malden 
was one of the first patrons 
to wager after Holaday per-
sonally led the countdown 

By Adam Swift

The Planning Board ap-
proved the site plans for 
two separate retail mari-
juana facilities at its meet-
ing last week.

Both facilities, one at 
260-270 Second Street 
and one at 307 Broadway, 
were approved for special 

permits by the Zoning 
Board earlier in January.

“The space is zoned in-
dustrial, which allows this 
type of use,” said Shei-
la Grant, the attorney for 
DMS Trinity on Second 
Street. “It is currently uti-
lized as office space and a 
flower wholesaler. We will 
utilize space on the first 
floor, which has its own 
separate entrance.”

There are also 14 park-
ing spaces set aside for 
the business, which meets 
zoning requirements, 
Grant said.

Trinity DMS is a social 

equity applicant, as well as 
a minority owned business 
enterprise.

“They are committed to 
outreach and hiring within 
the city, as well,” Grant 
said.

Concrete Garden at 307 
Broadway had its easi-
est night in front of a city 
board since the business 
was first proposed last 
year.

Earlier in January, the 
ZBA granted a special 
permit for the business, 
despite some ongoing 
concerns about the own-
er of the 307 Broadway 

property. 
Concrete Garden prin-

cipal Vladimir Samuel has 
agreed to make upgrades 
to the building to bring it 
in compliance with city 
regulations.

At last week’s Planning 
Board, Samuel quickly 
ran through the site plan 
and provided some infor-
mation on lighting and se-
curity cameras before the 
board voted to approve the 
site plan.

In other business, the 
board approved the site 

Special to the Record

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 
Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 
2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 

25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 

bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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By Adam Swift

More than a half a cen-
tury later, the first steps of 
man on the moon still in-
spire awe and wonder.

Now, thanks to the 
Space Adventure exhibit 
currently running at 121 
Webster Ave., visitors can 
experience the thrill of lu-
nar exploration complete 
with more than 300 origi-
nal NASA items.

Visitors will have the 
opportunity to experience 
the Mercury, Gemini and 
Apollo missions – re-
sponsible for bringing the 
first humans to the lunar 
surface – through a series 
of immersive rooms that 
include original artifacts 
that no one has ever seen 
or been given access to 
before. These include the 
control panel and count-
ing clock of the Houston 

Space Center, comput-
ers used in 1960, radios 
used for communication 
between spacecraft and 
Earth, astronaut suits, 
cameras used to capture 
the famous images of the 
lunar surface and astro-
nauts, work tools and de-
vices that filtered the air 
inside the modules, the 
Apollo mission food menu 
featuring items that could 
be stored for decades and 

products developed espe-
cially for the personal hy-
giene of astronauts while 
they were in the space.

The exhibition is di-
vided into several stages. 
The first is a 180-degree 
immersive video that 
welcomes and transports 
visitors to the space en-
vironment they are about 
to immerse themselves 

Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

NASA comes to Chelsea
PHOTO COURTESY OF SPACE ADVENTURE

City Councillor Calvin Brown at the exhibit.

Planning Board approves marijuana dispensary site plans

Special to the Record

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts, in-
cluding Chelsea Deputy 
Chief Edward McGarry, 
graduated from  the Mas-
sachusetts Firefighting 
Academy’s Chief Fire Of-
ficer Management Train-
ing Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-

lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostrokey (right), with Chelsea 
Deputy Chief Edward McGarry.
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Longtime Chelsea School 
Committee member 
Rosemarie Carlisle greets 
former New England 
Patriots star receiver 
Julian Edelman at an event 
Tuesday at Encore Boston 
Harbor, celebrating the 
launch of legalized sports 
betting in Massachusetts.

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore By Cary Shuman

Encore Boston Harbor 
President Jenny Hola-
day said it all about the 
opening of the WynnBET 
Sportsbook Tuesday at the 
five-star resort/casino in 
Everett.

“It’s sports betting in 
the nation’s best sports 
town,” remarked Holaday. 
“Everyone is thrilled and 
excited it’s here.”

Holaday was joined 
by Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria, Speaker of the 
House Ron Mariano, State 
Reps. Joseph McGonagle 
and Dan Ryan and an array 
of professional athletes at 
the grand opening of the 
new sportsbook which 
is another step in Encore 
bringing a spectacular Las 
Vegas-style experience to 
Everett.

“This has been long 
overdue,” said DeMaria, 
who led the way for the 
Encore resort/casino to be 
built in the city. “People 
have been able to go to 
other states to wager on 
sports. We made the same 
argument when we were 
bringing the casino to Ev-
erett – why not keep the 
money here in the com-
munity? This sportsbook 
is a very nice facility.”

DeMaria said he had 
the opportunity to chat 

with Johnny Damon, one 
of the sports celebrities in 
attendance at Tuesday’s 
event. “I thanked him for 
breaking the Curse of the 
Bambino,” remarked De-
Maria.

An historic day for 
Massachusetts

Boston sports fans, 
who have enjoyed several 
championships by the New 
England Patriots, Boston 
Red Sox, Boston Celtics, 
and Boston Bruins in this 
century, can now legally 
wager on professional and 
college sports at Encore – 
and they’re excited about 
the opportunity.

Mike Capone of Mal-
den was one of the first 
patrons to wager after 

Special to the Independent

Senator Sal DiDome-
nico with his colleague 
Representative Marjorie 
Decker and the Lift Our 

Kids Coalition have ac-
celerated the timetable for 
lifting kids out of Deep 
Poverty by filing Senate 
and House bills (SD 501, 
HD 507) at the start of the 

2023-2024 legislative ses-
sion. A campaign launch 
event was held last week 
to build support for this 
legislation and introduce 
it to members of the Leg-
islature.  The Act to Lift 
Kids Out of Deep Poverty, 
which Senator DiDome-
nico has led on for years, 
would raise the maximum 
cash assistance grant by 
25% a year until it reaches 
half of the federal poverty 
level. Families living be-
low half the poverty lev-
el are considered to be in 
Deep Poverty. Under the 
bill, grants would increase 
each year and would keep 
pace with inflation as the 
poverty level goes up. 

After decades of fro-
zen cash assistance levels, 

Senator DiDomenico and 
Representative Decker led 
the charge in the Legisla-
ture to raise grants three 
times for a total increase of 
32% beginning in January 
2021. This was a huge step 
forward for families in our 
communities and they are 
looking to continue build-
ing on this momentum.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that we have near-
ly 70,000 children in the 
Commonwealth living 
so far below the federal 
poverty level,” said Sena-
tor DiDomenico, the lead 
sponsor of the Senate bill 
and Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Massachu-
setts Senate. “While the 
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Rep. Marjorie Decker and Sen. Sal DiDomenico.

DiDomenico launches campaign 
to lift kids out of deep poverty

Everett’s Shinay Aristhene demonstrates good form that 
earned him 2nd place in the 50-yard hurdles.

Nicole Brandao (109) clears the last hurdle on her way to a 
first place finish in the 50-yard hurdles.

EHS COMPETES IN GREATER BOSTON LEAGUE TRACK
The Crimson Tide came away with win and a loss to Medford in Greater Boston League track action Monday at 

Malden High School, as the boys pulled away to a 51-35 victory but the girls were tipped 46-40.

Special to the Independent

More than three dozen 
fire service leaders from 
across Massachusetts 
including Everett Depu-
ty Chief Sabato LoRus-
so graduated from the 
Massachusetts Firefight-
ing Academy’s Chief 
Fire Officer Management 
Training Program.

The four-month pro-
gram for new chief of-
ficers and chief officer 
candidates is delivered 
jointly by the Massachu-
setts Firefighting Acade-
my and the University of 
Massachusetts Edward J. 
Collins Jr. Center for Pub-
lic Management. Through 
classroom instruction and 
out-of-class assignments, 
the course delivers inten-
sive training in the non-
fire suppression aspects of 
managing a municipal fire 
department.

“The Chief Fire Officer 
program is a tremendous 
opportunity for new chiefs 
and rising officers,” said 
State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey, who gradu-
ated from the program in 
2002. “The rigorous in-
struction in such a wide 
variety of topics will help 
these graduates provide 
the leadership that their 
departments and commu-
nities deserve. Complet-
ing the program is a ma-
jor accomplishment and I 
want to congratulate them 
on their initiative and ded-
ication to professional de-
velopment.”

The Chief Fire Officer 
Management Training 
Program covers a spec-
trum of topics considered 
essential for effective 
public sector manage-
ment. It includes human 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey (right). With Everett 
Deputy Chief Sabato LoRusso.

Local fire service leaders 
complete program

BRIAN GIANNELLI HONORED AT CITY HALL

Parking Enforcement Officer Brian Giannelli (second from left) was presented with an appreciation citation by the City 
Council for his heroic efforts on the early morning of Dec. 22, 2022, alerting residents to a two-alarm fire in Vine Street. 
Shown at the ceremony are (left to right) Brian Giannelli Jr. (son), Brian Giannelli, Keith Giannelli (brother), Carlo Giannelli 
(son), Kenny Giannelli (uncle), Mary (mother-in-law) and Councilor Wayne Matewsky.

See TRAINING Page 2

Wynner’s Circle
Sports betting 
begins at Encore

Everett Mayor Carlo 
DeMaria and Rep. Joe 
McGonagle are pictured at 
the WynnBET Sportsbook 
at Encore Boston Harbor 
on the historic first day of 
legalized sports betting in 
Massachusetts.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

 By Cary Shuman

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Bri-
an LaPierre attended the grand 

opening of the WynnBet Sports-
book on Jan. 31 at Encore Boston 
Harbor.

LaPierre was accompanied by 
his wife, former Lynn English 
High School softball great Kelly 
Curtin LaPierre for the official 
launch of legalized sports betting 
in Massachusetts.

During the festivities, the 
LaPierres interacted with sever-
al Boston sports celebrities who 
were in attendance for the mo-
mentous event.

“It’s exciting to be here on an 
historic day for Massachusetts 
and Encore Boston Harbor with 
the launch of legalized sports bet-
ting,” said Brian. “Sports betting 
has been a long time coming to 
our state, and it’s going to bring 
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
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CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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Paul Penta, Jr. 
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Please see SPORTS BETTING Page 12

Lynn’s
Lovelines

Page 5

 Mayor Jared Nicholson de-
livered his State of the City Ad-
dress Tuesday inside the Council 
Chambers at Lynn City Hall.

“The state of the city is 
strong,” said Nicholson. “The fu-
ture of our city is bright. Both of 
those statements are true because 
of the strength of our people.”

Council President Jay Walsh 
introduced Nicholson, stating 
that, “I can’t think of a time 
where a mayor had given a 
speech for the State of the City 
Address from these Chambers. 
There have been a lot of great 
things that we’ve done here to-
gether, and we’re going to con-
tinue to do them. And with that, 
I’d like to introduce the 59th 
mayor of the City of Lynn, Jared 
Nicholson.”

Following is the text of May-
or Nicholson’s State of the City 
Address:

“Thank you, Council Presi-
dent Walsh. Good evening Coun-
cilors, School Committee mem-
bers, Legislators, Mayor McGee, 
Mayor Arrigo, Auditor DiZoglio, 

and guests.
This is my first State of the 

City address and I so appreciate 
you all being here.

Gracias a todos por estar aquí.
I want to especially thank my 

wife Katherine, my sons Henry 
and Benjamin, and my parents.

I’d also like to invite all of 
you to check out the North Shore 
Juneteenth event in the lobby 

after this honoring Black excel-
lence in our community.

I want to give a special thank 

you to everyone who stepped in 
to help the residents who were 
displaced by the cold this week-
end:

• Lynn Fire Department
• Lynn Police
• Lynn Housing Authority
• Cataldo Ambulance
• Public Health
• ISD
• Custodians
• LPS
• City Council
• City Solicitor
• Library
• Red Cross
• Salvation Army
• Concerned Citizens and 

North Shore Chabad
• Lynn Shelter Association
I’m glad that the timing of 

this speech allows me to publicly 

thank you for stepping up with-
out hesitation to help our resi-
dents in need.

Now for the state of the city.
The state of our city is strong. 
The future of our city is bright. 
Both of those statements are 

true because of the strength of 
our people. 

They’re true even in the face 
of the many challenges we face. 

They are true because we are 
14 square miles teeming with 
determination to overcome those 
challenges.

Every day when I walk into 
my office, I see the more than 
50 flags representing countries 
of origin of students in the Lynn 
Public Schools. I’m reminded 

Mayor Nicholson delivers his State of the City address

Mayor Jared Nicholson and Rep. Jenny Armini shown during the State 
of the City Address Tuesday night at City Hall.

Please see STATE OF THE CITY Page 4

GBL Champions!
Lynn Classical finishes a perfect 14-0 in league play

GBL CHAMPIONS: The Lynn Classical High School girls basketball team captured the Greater Boston 
League championship for the 2022-23 season. Front row, from left, are Lauren Wilson, Savannah Tang, 
Maegan Baker, Lauren Hennessey, Kylee Mills, Kaleigh Bullock, and Ava Thurman. Back row, from left, are 
Coach Tom Sawyer, Coach Shardaye Berry, Keisha Perez, Nevaeh Eth, Linda Jallow, Akiyah Brown, Gigi 
Ramirez, Mea Papazoglou, Coach Alina Garrity, and Coach Rob Smith.

By Cary Shuman

Undefeated and undisputed.
Coach Tom Sawyer’s Lynn 

Classical High School girls 
basketball team defeated Lynn 
English, 56-33, Tuesday to cap-
ture the Greater Boston League 

championship.
Classical won all 14 of its 

GBL games while leading the 
league in all statistical offensive 
and defensive categories. Clas-
sical defeated English twice in 
league play and in the Boverini 
Tournament championship game 

by a 50-35 score. English (11-6) 
gave Classical its toughest game 
of the season in an earlier GBL 
matchup won by Classical, 44-
42.

Classical (17-0 overall) will 

Please see CLASSICAL Page 3

Lynn Councilor-at-Large Brian 
LaPierre holds his mobile device 
from which he was able to enter 
his sports wager and execute the 
transaction at one of the Encore 
Boston Harbor betting kiosks.

LaPierre attends opening of WynnBet 
Sportsbook at Encore Boston Harbor

Welcome the new season 
with new customers

Welcome the new season 
with new customers
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment
Our Winter Service Directory offers 12 

weeks of exposure for one single payment

Call the Office @ 781-485-0588
or email
your rep

mdibella@winthroptranscript.com
deb@reverejournal.com

charlestownads@hotmail.com

Leaves fall and Savings riseLeaves fall and Savings rise

&

*$180 per paper

Last Friday was Black 
Friday for most shoppers, 
but in the Town of Win-
throp is marked the annu-
al arrival of Santa and the 
lighting of French Square.

Local children per-
formed early in the after-
noon to a capacity crowd 
filling French Square. 
Businesses in the area 
opened their doors and 
passed out holiday treats, 
and Santa was available 
for photo opportunities 
before he made his grand 
entrance, courtesy of the 
Winthrop Fire Department 
with an escort by the Win-
throp Police Department.

Frosty the Snowman was in French Square taking a photo opportunity with some of the many children in attendance.

Students of Jessica Gordon’s Dance Studio prepare to entertain the crowd gathered in French Square last Friday after-
noon.

Dancers from the Winthrop School of Performing Arts await their turn to perform for family and friends.

Santa was the most popular guy in Winthrop last Friday night.

Emanoela Novak and Grace McCurdy with Santa.

The Ottaziano’s, Rosemarie and Peter were at the tree light-
ing with Santa.

Enjoying the festivities, Ayannah Karuna-Rothne, Gabriella 
Blamer, Cameron Bauer, and Stella Sciaraffa.

The Viking Longship’s program members, Hayden Oster, 
David Restrepo, and Stella Osburn.

Santa with Skye Pasquariello.

Grace Finn borrowed 
Santa’s hat for the event in 
French Square.
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FORMERLY EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

617-568-4781

Refill prescriptions online via MyChart 

Home delivery 

Friendly, helpful staff 

Short wait times 

Pharmacies at 10 Gove St. and Maverick Square

Pick up your prescriptions – 
or get them delivered!

neighborhealth.com

Friday, December 13th      6:00 PM - 10:00 PM

Eastie's Elves Holiday Celebration

101 Harborside Drive Boston, MA 02128
Hyatt Regency Boston Harbor

Join us for a community event with dinner at 6:30pm, live music, 
entertainment, raffles, & cash bar.

 

Cocktail attire encouraged, festive spirit required!

Admission is one unwrapped children's toy

Winthrop Toy Collection Locations

Community-Wide Toy Collection

November 27th - December 12th

Providing toys to children of all ages in need throughout 
East Boston, Winthrop, and Revere.

Find the nearest toy collection location
below and drop off a toy donation today!

Join us in spreading holiday cheer this year!

@madarocharity www.madarocharity.org Madaro Family
Community Fund

11 Somerset Avenue
Winthrop Book Depot

6 Michaels Mall
Drop Zone Brewery & Taproom

1 Main Street
Belle Isle Seafood

413 Shirley Street
Twist & Shake

40 Hermon Street

Arthur T. Cummings 
Elementary School

89 Veterans Road 2nd Floor

Jessica Gordon’s Academy
of Performing Arts

THE WINTHROP CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WELCOMES SANTA AT 
ANNUAL FRENCH SQUARE TREE LIGHTING

Students from Cervezzi School of Martial Arts performed for the crowd.Marie Finn and family with Santa in French Square.

Warm hats from the Winthrop Fire Department were avail-
able from Erin Delaney and Firefighter Pat Delaney.

Alana Farmer with Christian and Alexia.Hope and Joy Shrewsberry are all smiles waiting for Santa.

Santa is joined by Winthrop Chamber President Marc Chapdelaine, State Rep. Jeff Turco, 
Winthrop Town Manager Tony Marino, and Chamber Executive Director Betsy Shane.

Santa thanked the Winthrop Police Officers for their escort to the Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Tree Lighting.

Executive Director of the Winthrop Chamber of Commerce Betsy Shane (right) with Santa 
and Linda Kalogris and Paula Flaherty.

With a flick of his finger the decorative 
lighting in Winthrop’s French Square lit up 
the night for the holiday season.

Santa arrives in French Square thanks to 
the Winthrop Fire Department.



Email: editor@winthroptranscript.com The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Thursday, December 5, 2024 Page 7

By Transcript Staf

Neither rain, nor wind, 
nor cold, nor slippery turf 
-- nor their Revere oppo-
nents -- could deter coach 

Jon Cadigan and his band 
of determined Vikings 
from capturing the Beach-
comber Trophy for a third 
straight year with a 25-0 
shutout of their archrival 

Patriots on Thanksgiving 
morning at Miller Field.

Mother Nature ap-
peared to be in a semi-co-
operative mood as the 
teams went through their 

pre-game drills, but a 
sputtering rain that began 
to fall just as the foes lined 
up for the opening kick-
off eventually became a 
steady downpour by half-
time.

The Viking defense pro-
vided an early preview of 
coming attractions, forc-
ing a three-and-out on Re-
vere's opening possession 
that netted the Patriots mi-
nus four yards. The ensu-
ing Revere punt from the 
Patriot 18 into the strong 
wind that was blowing di-
rectly into the punter trav-
eled only 17 yards, setting 
up the Vikings at the Re-
vere 35.

Winthrop quickly 
moved to the Revere 15, 
with a 15 yard pick-up by 
senior captain Will Mur-
phy (whose slashing runs 
accounted for big gains 
all day -- Will finished as 

the team's second leading 
rusher this season with 
598 yards on 88 carries) 
on third-and-five account-
ing for most of the dam-
age. But after junior Sean 
Dolen (who finished as 

Winthrop's third leading 
rusher this season with 
400 yards on 47 carries) 
gained three yards on first 
down, a 15-yard personal 

By Transcript Staff

Among the Win-
throp fans who braved the 
elements to root on the 
Vikings on Thanksgiv-
ing Day against archrival 
Revere was WHS football 
great Steve Miles (WHS 
Class of 1952) who made 
the annual trek on the 
holiday from his home in 
Houston, Texas.

Miles, who played full-
back and middle lineback-
er under head coach Ed 
MacFarland, led the 1951 
Winthrop football team to 

its best-season ever to that 
point with an 8-1-1 record 
and a share of the North-
eastern Conference title 
with Amesbury.

Miles set what was then 
a new WHS scoring record 
with 105 points, but was 
better known as a fero-
cious linebacker who was 
feared by opposing teams. 
Miles played college foot-
ball at Cornell and led 
the Big Red to a victory 
over Syracuse which had 
a player by the name of 
Jimmy Brown. Accord-
ing to press reports at the 

time, Miles was assigned 
to shadow Brown  --and 
tackled the future NFL 
great 17 times in Cornell's 
14-6 victory.

Miles, who was induct-
ed into the Winthrop High 
Hall of Fame's inaugural 
class in 1991, was recog-
nized with an announce-
ment over the PA system 
between the first and sec-
ond periods.

"On hand for today's 
game is WHS football great 
Steve Miles, from the WHS 
Class of 1952, who led the 
Winthrop football team to 
its first-ever co-champion-
ship of the Northeastern 
Conference in 1951. Steve 
set the scoring record for 
Winthrop that year with 
105 points. He also was  a 
ferocious middle lineback-
er, a position he played at 
Cornell University, where 
he once had the assignment 
of covering Syracuse great 
Jimmy Brown. In addition, 
Steve was an outstanding 
basketball player, leading 
Winthrop to an NEC title 
in 1952. He was elected to 
the first WHS Hall of Fame 
Class in 1991."

SportsSports
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35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP • (617) 846-6880
WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-8pm;    
Sun: 8am-7pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors. 
 We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 11TH, 2024

Dietz & Watson Gourmet Chicken Breast ..$7.99/lb
Smithfield Smoked Virginia Ham .................. $5.99/lb
Alpine Lace Provolone Cheese ........................$7.99/lb
Harvest Premium Turkey Breast ..................$6.99/lb
Dietz & Watson Rotisserie Chicken Breast ...$7.99/lb

Weekend Specials
Friday, December 6th through Sunday, December 8th

"while supplies last"

Produce
Sweet & Seedless Clementine's 3 lb bag ........$4.99
Fresh & Sweet Tropical Mangoes .................2/$3.00
California Large Sweet Navel Oranges ........$1.59/lb
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2 lb bag ....................... 99¢
Fresh & Crisp Cucumbers ....................................$69¢

BAKERY

Our Own Cranberry Orange Muffins 4pk ..............$3.99
8" Pecan Pie ........................................................... $7.99

DELI

Our Own Antipasto Salad ............................. $6.99/lb

PRODUCE

Sweet & Crunchy Seedless Red Grapes $2.89/lb

MEAT

Grade A Bone In Chicken Thighs ....................$1.59/lb

GROCERY

Green Mountain K-Cups ............................. $5.99 limit 3

Best Yet Butter (1lb only) ........................ $3.99 limit 2

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Grade A Fresh Boneless Chicken Breast ..$2.99/lb
Grade A Chicken Drumsticks ..........................89¢/lb
T-Bone or Porterhouse Steaks ................... $8.99/lb
Mrs. Budds' Chicken Pot Pies 12 oz .......... 2/$9.00
Philly Gourmet Frozen Shaved Steak 10 oz pkg .. $4.99
Best Yet Frozen Raw Shrimp 31-40 ct .........$5.99

Celeste Pizza ............................................. 10/$10.00
Best Yet Cranberry Sauce ............................4/$5.00
Best Yet Gravies ............................................4/$5.00
Best Yet Flour 5 lb bag ................................. 2/$3.00
Skippy Peanut Butter .................................... 2/$5.00
Motts Apple Juice 64 oz ..............................2/$6.00
Barilla Pasta ....................................................4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready) 
Prego Pasta Sauce ...................................... 2/$5.00
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese -single box only ..4/$5.00

(ex: gluten free)
Dole Fruit Bowls .............................................2/$6.00
Capri Sun Drinks .............................................2/$6.00
Kitchen Basic Stocks ....................................2/$6.00
Grown in Idaho Frozen Potatoes ..................2/$7.00
Rays Bagels ....................................................2/$4.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 46 oz ......................2/$7.00
Philadelphia Soft Cream Cheese 8 oz tub ..2/$7.00
Bays English Muffins .......................................... $3.49

Bakery
Stone fire Naan Bread .................................... 2/$5.00
5" Carrot Cake ......................................................$6.99
Large Chocolate Eclairs 4 ct ............................. $3.99

Vikings dominate in Thanksgiving Day triumph

Among the Winthrop fans on hand for the Thanksgiving 
Day game with Revere at Miller Field was Viking football 
legend Steve Miles (second from right) who made his 
annual trek from Houston, Texas with his sons Edward (far 
left) and Steve Jr. (far right). Also pictured is nephew Jack 
Quigley (second from left).

WHS legend Steve Miles was on 
hand for Revere-Winthrop game  

HEELS OVER HEAD:  Will Murphy (2) celebrates with a 
somersault after his touchdown made the score 24-0 late in 
the fourth quarter.  The official, though he seems amused, 
flagged Winthrop for ‘excessive celebration’ on the play.

BOB MARRA PHOTOS

STAYING IN WINTHROP:  Winthrop players hoist The Beachcomber Trophy, awarded to 
the winner of the Revere-Winthrop Thanksgiving Day game, that will stay in the Vikings’ 
trophy case for the third straight year following Winthrop’s 25-0 victory during a rainy 
Thanksgiving morning battle. See more photos on Page 8.

See FOOTBALL Page 8
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Football // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

SCENES FROM THE WINTHROP–REVERE THANKSGIVING GAME

foul penalty against the 
Vikings set Winthrop back 
to the 27. Winthrop never 
recovered from the sec-
ond-and-22 situation, and 
eventually turned the ball 
over on downs at the Re-
vere 35.

The Winthrop defense 
once again proved un-
yielding. The Vikings 
stuffed the Revere ball 
carriers both up the middle 
and on the edges, and took 
over on downs at the Re-
vere 43 after stopping the 
Pats on a fourth-and-two 
play on which Revere ob-
viously felt its chances for 
a first down were better 
than attempting another 
punt into the wind.

This time the Vikings 
did not waste their op-
portunity, marching the 
43 yards to paydirt in just 
six plays. Murphy went 
around the left end for 
15 yards to the Revere 
28 and, after a procedure 
penalty, junior Seth Sacco, 
who was a hard-driving 
force all day (Seth was the 
Vikes' top ground-gainer 
this season with 841 yards 
on 124 carries), fought for 
six yards on two carries, 
setting up a third-and-nine 
at the Revere 27.

The Vikings then took 
advantage of the wind at 
their backs, with senior 
quarterback and captain 
Matthew Noonan deliv-
ering a perfect strike in a 
tight window on a slant 
to sophomore Michael 
D'Ambrosio for 18 yards 
to the Revere nine.

Sacco fought for six 
tough yards to the Revere 
three on first down, from 
where Noonan snuck into 
the endzone behind his 
line with 0:59 left in the 
opening period for a 6-0 
lead (the PAT kick failed).

The Revere offense fi-
nally showed some signs 
of life with the change of 
field as the teams moved 
into the second period. 
The Patriots, starting at 
their own 28, racked up 
two first downs and got as 
far as the Winthrop 45 be-
fore the Winthrop defense 
forced a punt.

This time the Patriot 
punter got off a nice boot, 
sending the ball into the 
endzone and leaving the 
Vikings to start at their 
own 20. The next sequence 
of plays would prove to be 
the turning point in the 
game.

Winthrop moved the 
ball to its own 40 -- anoth-
er 15 yard rip by Murphy 
was the big gainer -- but 
a fumble turned the ball 
over to Revere at the Win-
throp 44. After a run for 
three yards on first down, 
a pass in the flat from Re-
vere quarterback Danny 
Hou to Yousef Benhamou 
turned into a 29 yard gain 
down the left sideline, set-
ting up Revere with a first 
down at the Winthrop 12.

A seven yard run up 
the middle by Geo Wood-
ard moved the ball to the 
five for a second-and-
three. Hou then attempt-
ed a sweep on a keeper 
around right end, but Sac-
co shed his blocker at the 
edge. Seth not only swal-
lowed-up Hou, but the big 
hit forced a fumble that 
was recovered by soph-
omore teammate Riley 
Moccio at the 13.

Sacco's defensive effort 
snuffed out what would 
prove to be Revere's one 
and only foray into Viking 
territory for the remainder 
of the game. A long Win-
throp drive that concluded 
the first half at the Revere 
24 foreshadowed a pair of 
lengthy, ball-control, and 
time-consuming Winthrop 
marches (63 and 50 yards) 
in the second half that re-
sulted in Winthrop touch-
downs by Sacco (from six 
yards out) and Noonan 
(from the one). A pair of 
two-point attempts failed 
after both scores.

The Vikings applied the 
coup de grace in the wan-
ing minutes of the contest 
after a net 10-yard Revere 
punt from the Patriot 20 
into the wind set up Win-
throp at the Revere 30, 
with Murphy deservedly 
getting the final call and 
hitting paydirt from one 
yard out. Sophomore Do-
menic Spinale kicked the 
PAT for the final point of 
the game.

The victory capped 
a successful season for 
Cadigan and his crew, 
who finished the year with 
a 7-4 record in which they 
qualified for the post-sea-
son state playoffs. The win 
also increased Winthrop's 
lead in the series with Re-
vere, which began in 1913, 
to 60-32-3. (There were 
two periods of cessation in 
the series in the 1920s-30s 
and the 1940s-50s.)

SAFE ARRIVAL:  Seth Sacco (0) cruises past the Revere defense and into the end zone for a 
touchdown that put Winthrop ahead 12-0 in the third quarter.

SPIRITS UNDAMPENED:  The rain did nothing to dampen the Winthrop cheerleader’s joy 
as they celebrate the Vikings final score of their 25-0 Thanksgiving Day victory over rival 
Revere.

HE’S IN:  Matt Noonan (6) crosses the goal line and lands 
in the end zone for a Winthrop touchdown that made the 
score 6-0 in the first quarter.  The Viking defense made sure 
that TD stood up as they shut out Revere and the Vikings 
ran off with a 25-0 Thanksgiving Day victory before a rain-
soaked crowd at Miller Field.  The game marked the second 
year in a row that the Vikings defense shut out Revere in 
the annual rivalry game.

HOP AND SKIP:  Sean Dolen (5) picks his way through the 
Revere defense during the Vikings opening drive of the 
third quarter that ended with a touchdown that made the 
score 12-0.

GROUND FORCE:  Will Murphy (2) finds running room as 
Gabe Grein (54) makes sure the path is clear.

END OF THE RUN:  Nick Romano (8) chases down and 
pushes Revere’s Yousef Benhamou out of bounds during 
second-quarter action.

GOOD BELT:  Will Murphy (2) runs out of a tackle effort by 
Revere’s Charles Dobre...(while his belt helps make sure the 
entertainment on the field is limited to football.) GOOD GRIP:  Michael D’Ambrosio (12) holds on to the ball 

as he is hit by Revere’s Gio Woodard after catching a third-
down pass that gave Winthrop a first down on the Revere 
seven-yard line and set up Winthrop’s first score.

In the press box for the Winthrop-Revere game on Thanks-
giving Day were (from the front) official timekeeper Mark 
Lento; PA announcer Steve Skoboleff, who has been the 
Voice of the Vikings for the past dozen years; and statisti-
cian John Shea. Ready for the cold weather with their Winthrop Viking 

blanket at the Thanksgiving Day game to root on WHS 
captain Gabe Grein were family members (l-r) David, Maria, 
and Miya Grein.

Winthrop High fans Denise, Ava, and Christopher Beshere 
Sr. were on hand for the Thanksgiving Day game to root on 
son Chris Jr.  and his Viking teammates in their battle with 
Revere.

Viking fans on hand for the Winthrop-Revere game were 
(l-r) Ella Gorman, Bill Gorman, and Jen Gorman.

The youngest Winthrop fan on hand for the game on 
Thanksgiving Day was two-year old Briley Cadigan, the 
youngest child of WHS head coach Jon Cadigan, who was 
with her mom, Fallon, and grandfather Joseph DiPlatzi, 
both of whom are Revere High grads. (Although Fallon 
firmly is a Viking rooter these days, her dad, a member of 
the RHS Class of 1975, said he “roots for both teams” on 
Thanksgiving Day.)
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THE WHS VIKINGS BOYS’ SOCCER PARENTS CLUB HOSTS AWARDS NIGHT
Last Tuesday evening 

the parents club of the 
WHD Boys’ Soccer Team 
hosted a break-up dinner 
and awards night in the 
WHS Cafeteria.

The team under the di-
rection of Head Coach 
Phil Ronan and Asst. 
Coaches Alex Brown and 
Leif Faber (JV) had a 
7-10-1 regular season re-
cord, bringing them into 
the play-off round. The 
Vikings had made it to the 
play-offs the last two years 
in a row and look forward 
to a successful season in 
2025.

Head Coach Phil Ronan, Asst. Coaches Alex Brown and Leif Faber with the WHS Viking Boys Varsity Soccer Team.

The graduating senior of the WHS Boys Varsity Soccer Team.  Front row: Wyatt Teixeira, 
Capt. Sebastian Yepes, Christian Bower, and Aaron Armitstead. Back row: Asst. Coach Alex 
Brown, Luigi Santalucia, Samuel Acero, Eron Muja, Lazzaro DeOliveira, JV Coach Leif Faber, 
and Head Coach Phil Ronan.Coach Leif Faber and the WHS JV Boys Soccer Team.

Thanks to the Viking Coaches for a great season, Natalie Bayersdorfer and Gillian Teixeira 
present team photos to the coaches, Leif Faber, Phil Ronan, and Alex Brown.

The WHS Viking Captains, Senior Sebastian Yepes and Junior Noah Bayersdorfer. Senior 
Captain Yepes will be moving on to college, and Captain Bayersdorfer will remain a cap-
tain for the 2025 season.

The Rookie of the Year went to Jackson Faber, presented by Coaches Phil Ronan, Alex 
Brown and Leif Faber.

The Coaches Award went to Aaron Armitstead and Lazzaro DeOliveira, presented by Head 
Coach Phil Ronan, Asst. Coach Alex Brown and Leif Faber.

The MVP for the 2024 Season went to Senior Captain Sebastian Yepes, shown with coaches 
Faber, Ronan, and Brown.

The Unsung Hero Award went to Matthew Maddalone.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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To place a memoriam in the  
Winthrop Sun Transcript,  
Please Call 781-485-0588

Michael F., Coleman 
passed away November 
24, 2024, peacefully at 
home, following a brief 
illness, surrounded by his 
loving family. Formerly 
of Winthrop, North Ando-
ver and most recently of 
North Fort Myers, FL,, he 
was the beloved husband 
of Jacqueline for 29 years, 
the devoted father of his 
cherished daughter, Abby 
Coleman of Nashville, 
TN, and son, Michael 
Coleman of Fort Myers, 
FL. Mike was deeply 
loved by his three sis-
ters, Mary A. Coleman of 
Winthrop, Diane F. Fitz-
patrick and her husband, 
William of Boston and the 
late Kathleen A. Corcoran 
and her husband, William 
of Winthrop. He was pre-
deceased by his parents, 
Mary and Frank Coleman 
of Winthrop. Uncle Mike 
was truly and unique-
ly loved by his nieces, 
nephew, grandnieces, and 
grandnephew. Mike was a 
dedicated husband, father, 
and uncle who always put 
family first.

Mike was a Northeast-
ern University alumnus 
and a 36-year veteran of 
the Massachusetts State 
Police. Over the course of 
his distinguished career, 
Mike became a highly re-
garded expert in firearms 
identification rising to the 
rank of Detective Lieu-
tenant in command of the 

MA State Police Ballistics 
Unit for many years. He 
was immensely respected 
by the troopers in his unit 
and broadly recognized 
throughout the MA State 
Police as a leader, mentor, 
colleague and above all, a 
friend.

Mike embraced retire-
ment in Florida working 
with friends at Suncoast 
Security, maintaining his 
gym routine, golfing, and 
riding his motorcycles.

His engaging personali-
ty was imbued with a pos-
itive outlook and hearty 
laugh that could fill a 
room. His sense of humor 
and love of family will be 
treasured and missed by 
all.

Funeral arrangements 
are to be handled by the 
Ernest P. Caggiano & Son 
Funeral Home in Win-
throp. The services will 
be private. Donations may 
be made to the American 
Cancer Society in honor 
of Mike at https://www.
cancer.org/.

Patrick Everett, 75, 
of Winthrop peacefully 
passed away at home after 
a long illness on Novem-
ber 18, 2024.

Patrick is survived by 
his wife Deborah Scear-
bo, his brother C J Everett 
and his wife, Carole and 
sister, Kathleen Ismail 
and her husband, Usman. 
He was the brother-in-law 
of Joseph and Michele 
Scearbo, James and Nan-
cy Scearbo and Daniel and 
Gail Scearbo and is also 
survived by many nieces 
and nephews.

Patrick was a master 
woodworker and operat-
ed a successful cabinet-
making and restoration 
business for over 45 years. 
He was known for his fine 
craftsmanship and preci-
sion. He was the founder 
of EMWG, Eastern Mas-
sachusetts Woodworking 

Guild and was its presi-
dent for many years.

He was passionate 
about boating and spent 
his summers navigating 
and exploring. He was 
happiest with a boat full of 
people on a sunny day in 
Boston Harbor.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held in January.

To sign the online 
guestbook, go to www.
caggianofuneralhome.
com.

 
Leo “Sonny” 

Coluntino, 90, 
of Beachmont, 

Revere, former-
ly of East Boston, passed 
away peacefully surround-
ed by his family at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
on November 27, 2024.

Born on September 6, 
1934 in Boston, he was 
the beloved son of the 
late Helen (Frongillo) 
and Ralph Coluntino; the 
devoted husband of the 
late Mary (DelGrosso) 
Coluntino, and the loving 
father of Dena Alioto and 
her late husband, David of 
Winthrop and Nancy Fin-
negan and her husband, 
Douglas of Peabody; 
cherished “Papa” to Ty-
ler, Ali and her husband, 
Alex, Jade and Ava Lee; 
dear brother to Joseph 
Coluntino and his wife, 
Terese of Stoneham, the 
late Ralph Coluntino and 
his wife, Madilyn, and the 
late Barbara Martello and 
her companion, James. He 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews.

Leo was a member of 
the United States Navy. 
Following his military ser-
vice, he joined the Inter-
national Union of Paint-
ers and Allied Trades as 
a painter in 1957. He was 
first elected as a Union 

Trustee, then the President 
of Local #402, along with 
the Union President for 
District Council #35 for 
over 20 years. Above all, 
he’ll forever be remem-
bered as the most devot-
ed husband, father, and 
grandfather, whose guid-
ance and support shaped 
the lives of his family.

His family would like 
to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to Leo’s extraordi-
nary caregivers (Donna, 
Giovanni, Laura, Nadine, 
Leonard, Demitria) and 
Dr. John Niles from MGH 
for their unwavering sup-
port.

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the Cag-
giano-O’Maley-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Winthrop. 
Interment was in the Belle 
Isle section of Winthrop 
Cemetery.

For more information 
or to sign the online guest-
book, go to www.cag-
gianofuneralhome.com.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

©
 a

d
fin

ity

All types of services
for all types of people.

Some people prefer traditional funeral 
services. Others prefer cremation. 

Some want an elaborate ceremony. 
Then there are others who don’t 
want any ceremony at all. When 
it comes to funerals, there are 
as many options as there are 

people. And we take pride in 
being able to say we offer them all.

(617) 846-8700
www.CaggianoFuneralHome.com. 

www.CremationsbyCaggianoFH.com

Caggiano
FUNERAL HOME

147 Winthrop Street • Winthrop, Massachusetts 02152
Telephone: 617-846-8700 Fax: 617-846-8701

www.caggianofuneralhome.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden
Amy Torf  Golden

Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)
M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

OBITUARIES

Michael Coleman
Thirty-six year veteran of the Massachusetts 

State Police

Patrick Everett
Master Woodworker

Leo “Sonny” Coluntino
President of Local #402 International Union 

of Painters and Allied Trades and Union 
President for District Council #35  

for over 20 years

To place a 
memoriam in the  
Winthrop Sun 

Transcript,  
Please Call 

781-485-0588

 Winthrop Senior 
Center News

35 Harvard Street, Winthrop, MA 02152    
Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-3:30p.m. / Friday: 8:30am-

1p.m.  Phone: 617-846-8538
Website: www.town.winthrop.ma.us   

Email: COAReception@town.winthrop.ma.us

A full list of the activities, 
programs, trips, and ser-
vices offered at the Senior 
Center can be found in the 
newsletter, which is avail-
able at the Senior Center 
and on our website.

 
Monday, December 9
9:00am-3:00pm: Com-

puter Usage
1 0 : 0 0 a m - 11 : 0 0 a m : 

Yoga with Trish ($5)
11:00am: Grab & Go 

Lunch Pick-Up
1 1 : 3 0 a m - 2 : 3 0 p m : 

Game Day / Mahjong
 

Tuesday, December 10
9:00am-3:00pm: Com-

puter Usage
9:30am-10:30am: Exer-

cise Class ($1)
10:00am: Bowling at 

the Winthrop Elks ($15.00 
annually)

11:00am: Grab & Go 
Lunch Pick-Up

12:00pm-3:00pm: Se-
nior Center Movie Day

12:30pm-2:30pm: Art 
Class with Dawn ($6)

 
Wednesday, December 

11 
9:00am-3:00pm: Com-

puter Usage
9:15am-10:15am: Yoga 

with Trish ($5)
1 0 : 3 0 a m - 11 : 3 0 a m : 

Zumba with Cindy ($5)
11:00am: Grab & Go 

Lunch Pick-Up
11:45am-12:45pm: Tai 

Chi /Qi Gong ($5)
1 2 : 0 0 a m - 1 : 0 0 p m : 

Lunch & Learn-Meet the 
Clear Team

1:15pm-2:45pm: Italian 
Class

 
Thursday, December 12

9:00am-3:00pm: Com-
puter Usage

9:30am-10:30am: Exer-
cise Class ($1)

10 :30am-12 :00pm: 
Council on Aging Meeting

10:30am-11:30am: Sea-
side Tappers ($5)

12 :00pm-12 :30pm: 
Dine-In / Grab & Go 

Lunch Pick-Up
12:45pm-3:00pm: Bin-

go
 
Friday, December 13  
9 : 0 0 a m - 1 2 : 0 0 p m : 

Computer Usage
9:00am-10:00am: Yoga 

with Trish ($5)
10:00am-11:00am: Line 

Dancing ($5)
11:00am: Grab & Go 

Lunch Pick-Up
11 :30am-12 :30pm: 

Creative Writing 

Senior Lunch Pro-
gram: The Senior Center 
offers in-person dining 
on Thursdays from 12-
12:30pm. Grab and Go 
Lunches are also available 
for pick up Monday – Fri-
day between 11am and 
1pm. To reserve a lunch, 
please stop by the front 
desk or call the Senior 
Center at 617-846-8538 
by 11am the day before 
(for Monday lunch, reser-
vations must be made by 
11am on Friday). Menus 
are available on our web-
site and at the Senior Cen-
ter.  Please note, lunches 
cannot be held overnight; 
they must be picked up on 
the day that they were re-
quested for.

 
Senior Van. The Senior 

Van runs Monday - Thurs-
day from 8:45am-3pm. 
Reservations are on a first 
come, first served basis, 
and can be made by call-
ing the Senior Center at 
least two weekdays prior 
to the desired date.  Rides 
to medical appointments 
will be prioritized. A list 
of destinations and pricing 
is available on our website 
and in our newsletter.

ABCC kicks off  
‘Operation Safe Holidays’

Special o the Transcript

 To ensure safety for ev-
eryone in Massachusetts 
during the holidays, the 
Alcoholic Beverages Con-
trol Commission (ABCC) 
will be conducting alcohol 
enforcement at local bars 
in Massachusetts cities 
and towns through New 
Year’s Eve.

In doing so, the ABCC 
hopes to prevent accidents 
caused by impaired driv-
ing and other alcohol-re-
lated harm that often oc-
curs at this time of year. 
The ABCC will work with 
municipal police depart-
ments and focus enforce-
ment efforts at bars that 
have been identified as 
the last to sell alcohol to 
a convicted drunk driver 
and other high-risk loca-
tions.

“It is extremely im-
portant to deter bars from 
over-serving and pre-
vent problems be-
fore they happen,” said 
State Treasurer Deborah 
B. Goldberg, who over-
sees the ABCC. “We 
want to keep people safe 
and make sure everyone 
can enjoy the holidays 
with their family and 
friends, avoiding tragedies 
before they occur.”

The program is run in 
conjunction with the Na-
tional Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration’s 
(NHTSA) Impaired Driv-
ing Crackdown, from 
Thanksgiving Eve through 
New Year’s Eve, and is 
funded through the Execu-
tive Office of Public Safe-
ty and Security - Highway 
Safety Division.

According to the NHT-
SA, from 2017 to 2021, 
137 drivers involved in 
fatal crashes on Thanks-
giving Eve (6 p.m. to 
5:59 a.m.), also known as 
‘Blackout Wednesday,’ 
were alcohol impaired. 
In 2021 alone, 36 drivers 
were in fatal crashes on 
that day. Also, from 2017 
to 2021, young drivers 
ages 21-24 represented 
the largest percentage of 
drivers involved in deadly 
crashes. The message be-
fore Thanksgiving is sim-
ple – the NHTSA says to 
stop the blackout trend on 
Wednesday.

Alcohol is involved in 
40 percent of traffic crash 
fatalities, resulting in 
17,013 fatalities and injur-
ing an estimated 275,000 
people annually. Data in-
dicates that well over 50% 
of impaired driving arrests 
originate at bars.
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BOOTS, BOOTS, and MORE BOOTS!
~ WE HAVE INVENTORY ~ Largest Selection - Lowest Prices

OPEN
Mon-Fri. 9am-8pm, Sat. 9am-7pm, Sun. 10am-6pm

*With Any Carhartt Purchase Over $50 and This Ad.

Limit One Per Person. No Copies. While
Supplies Last. Reg. Price $16.99.

FREE**

winter coats • socks • pants • raincoats • sweatshirts • boots • hats • tee-shirts • coveralls • etc.

Visit Our Carhartt Concept Shop • Largest Selection
• Lowest Prices!

Carhartt
Watch Cap

Select Styles

Supplies Last. Can not be combined
with any other offer or coupon.

One per customer. Cannot be combined with other offer or coupon.
Expires 12/1/2024

FREE
FREE
Reg. $49.9

9

with this ad.

MEN’S
REVERSIBLE
BUBBLE VEST

#5290mx Sizes S-XXL reg $49.99

www.shoppennyworths.com
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10 years ago
December 3, 2014
The Town Council set-

tled several financial mat-
ters Tuesday night, trans-
ferring $340,000 from the 
town's Capital Stabiliza-
tion Fund and from free 
cash to pay for everything 
from new voting booths to 
a new public works truck.

Twelve-year-old Heath-
er Buccini of Winthrop is 
set to perform in Boston 
Children's Theatre's pro-
duction of The Velveteen 
Rabbit Friday at Endicott 
College's Manninen Cen-
ter for the Arts in Beverly. 
It has been a busy year for 
the talented young actress. 
Heather has appeared in 
the Winthrop Playmak-
ers' production of Alice 
in Wonderland as Alice, 
in Miracle on 34th Street 
at the Stoneham Theater, 
and in Where the Moun-
tain Meets the Moon at the 
Wheelock Family Theater.

20 years ago
December 16, 2004
A transformer failure 

at a National Grid substa-
tion in Winthrop left 3600 
homes and businesses in 
the town without pow-
er for 18 hours from late 
Monday morning through 
early Tuesday morning on 
one of the coldest days of 
the year.

A group of 25 of Win-
throp High School's 107 
graduating seniors have 
qualified as recipients of 

the first-ever John and Ab-
igail Adams Scholarships 
for free tuition to state col-
leges and universities by 
receiving scores rated as 
advanced on at least one 
part of the MCAS exams.

The selectmen voted 
this week to set a higher 
tax rate for commercial 
properties, which is per-
missible under state law, 
so as to maintain parity 
with residential property.

The Holy Rosary 
Church held its annual 
Live Nativity celebration 
this past week.

30 years ago
December 22, 1994
The selectmen once 

again took up the issue of 
the past-due water bills 
owed to the town by the 
defunct Winthrop Hospi-
tal, which now total more 
than $100,000. The select-
men initially addressed the 
issue in 1991, when the 
hospital owed $18,000, 
sparking a heated discus-
sion between selectmen 
Robert Noonan and Rich-
ard Bangs. Bangs, who at 
the time was a member 
of the hospital's Board 
of Trustees, angrily as-
sured his colleagues that 
the hospital would pay 
its bills. However, with 
the hospital now out of 
business after two years 
in bankruptcy court, it ap-
pears highly unlikely that 
the town will recoup any 
of the water bills owed 

which have now grown to 
over $100,000.

Santa has announced 
the route for his annual 
ride through the town atop 
a Winthrop Fire Depart-
ment truck.

The selectmen have ap-
pointed four new police 
officers, Stephen Acone, 
Stephen Rogers, Michael 
McManus Jr., and Judy 
Racow.

The Avery Porch on 
Woodside Ave. once again 
is a main holiday attrac-
tion for youngsters.

The Appeals Board 
heard petitions from nine 
property owners seeking 
to convert their present-
ly-illegal apartments into 
legal use. The board ap-
proved five of the peti-
tions, despite opposition 
from abutters who said 
that the board was dis-
regarding the "hardship" 
necessity for approval of a 
multi-unit petition.

40 years ago
December 19, 1984
The state says it will 

come up with a temporary 
solution to the flooding 
problem in Beachmont to 
give Revere and Winthrop 
officials the chance to 
study the possible problem 
of pollution in Belle Isle 
Marsh surrounding the use 
of the pumping station at 
Sales Creek. Winthrop of-
ficials have claimed that 
the Sales Creek station 
will pump polluted efflu-
ent into the creek that will 
find its way downstream 
to Belle Isle.

School Committee 
Chairman Richard Gill 
has announced that he 
will not be a candidate for 
re-election.

Santa has announced 
that he will make his an-
nual tour of the town on 
December 24 atop a fire 
truck.

Winthrop Hospital con-
ducted a successful mock 
disaster drill this past 
week.

50 years ago
December 23, 1974
Winthrop resident Jo-

seph Faretra was sworn 
in as the new Clerk Mag-
istrate of the East Boston 
District Court by Gov. 
Francis W. Sargent. Fare-

tra served as the patron-
age secretary for Sargent, 
a Republican, who has 
made numerous lame-
duck appointments to the 
judiciary since his defeat 
in November by Democrat 
Michael Dukakis.

Santa has announced 
that he will make his an-
nual tour of the town, ac-
companied by the police 
and fire departments, on 
Christmas Eve.

60 years ago
December 24, 1964
No opposition was 

voiced to a proposal to 
build a 72-unit apartment 
building on Veterans Rd., 
while some 40 residents 
spoke in favor of the proj-
ect at a hearing before the 
Appeals Board. Atty. Har-
old Katz, representing the 
developer, said that the 
current business zoning of 
the property, located near 
Coral Ave., has outlived 
its usefulness and that the 
land is more appropriate 
for use as a modern apart-
ment building.

In a statement issued 
by chairman William Di-
Mento, the Winthrop Rec-
reation Study Committee 
that was created by Town 
Meeting has recommend-
ed that the Park Commis-
sion be abolished and that 
its duties be turned over to 
the Recreation Commis-
sion.

Personnel Board Chair-
man Harry Shell an-
nounced this week that his 
board will be recommend-
ing a five percent raise for 
all town employees.

70 years ago
December 23, 1954
A Townsend St. couple, 

George and Anne Locke, 
were trapped and seriously 
injured by an explosion in 
a garage at 12 Whittier St. 
when it collapsed on them. 
Mrs. Theresa Johnson, 
who immediately called 
the police, helped rescue 
Mrs. Locke.

The Winthrop High 
band and glee club will 
give a Christmas concert 
in the high school audito-
rium December 23.

Winthrop AmVetsPost 
48 will provide transporta-
tion for a ride around town 
by Santa on Christmas 

Eve.
Commuters who park 

at the MTA parking lots 
at either Orient Heights 
or Beachmont will pay 
61 cents for parking and a 
round trip ticket into Bos-
ton.

Bing Crosby, Rosemary 
Clooney, and Danny Kaye 
star in White Christmas at 
the Winthrop Theatre.

80 years ago
December 23, 1944
More than 50 children 

were guests of the Rotary 
Club at its second annu-
al Christmas Party held 
in the barn of the Deane 
Winthrop House.

The Winthrop High 
senior class packed the 
house at the Odd Fellows 
Hall for two nights for 
their production of the 
comedy show, June Mad.

The New York Chain 
Store, located at 347-349 
Shirley St., features Win-
throp's biggest toyland. 

John Wayne stars in Tall 
in the Saddle at the Win-
throp and State Theatres.

90 years ago
December 22, 1934
Local Boy Scouts cele-

brated a year of achieve-
ment with their annual 
Court of Honor session 
held at the junior high 
school gymnasium next 
week.

Through the efforts of 
Eliot and Whittier, the 
heirs of the estate of Edith 
L. Floyd will be razing the 
three buildings of the for-
mer Floyd Milk plant on 
Buchanan St. 

James Cagney stars in 
The St. Louis Kid at the 
Winthrop and State The-
atres.

100 years ago
December 27, 1924
Winthrop residents have 

expressed their support for 
the recently-filed bill that 
will provide construction 
of a bridge across Boston 
Harbor from East Boston 
to Boston.

The Winthrop Board 
of Trade takes great pride 
in announcing that it is 
the sponsor of the town's 
community Christmas tree 
in Metcalfe Square.

110 years ago
December 26, 1914
The new bridge be-

tween Winthrop and East 
Boston isn't quite com-
plete yet as a portion of 
the old bridge must be tak-
en away first, although the 
new bridge was open for 
traffic last week. Select-
man Remby was the first 
to pass over the bridge in 
an automobile.

Winthrop presently has 
three motion picture hous-
es, with a fourth under 
construction.

120 years ago
December 24, 1904
The lot of land on Shir-

ley St. formally was trans-
ferred to the town this 
week on which the new 
fire house will be built.

The opening of the East 
Boston tunnel last week 
marks the latest develop-
ment by the Boston Ele-
vated Railway Co. to bring 
the most modern rapid 
transit service in America 
to the Boston Metropoli-
tan area.

130 years ago
December 22, 1894
Patrons of the local 

telephone line have cause 
to congratulate themselves 
for the prompt, pleasant, 
and reliable manner in 
which they are served by 
Mr. Olmsted and his girl, 
Miss L.M. Stuart of Win-
throp.

Winthrop must se-
cure for itself a clean and 
steady water supply or its 
real estate values will de-
teriorate.

The total number of 
books presently at the li-
brary is 10,494.

140 years ago
December 26, 1884
The Inspectors of Hay 

have tendered their res-
ignations to the Board of 
Selectman after the select-
men moved the hay bales 
to a new location that is in-
convenient for the current 
hay inspectors.

There is talk that the 
railroad might extend all 
the way to Pt. Shirley this 
year. This is important to 
the town because our fu-
ture prosperity depends 
upon the railroad service 
to Winthrop.

THE MORE Things Change ...
Items selected from past issues of the Winthrop Sun, The Winthrop Review, The Winthrop Visitor,   

The Transcript and The Sun-Transcript

Winthrop High hockey team 
is spreading holiday cheer 
on and off the ice

The Winthrop High School Hockey team.

Shown left to right, Stephen Lindinger, Nolan Upton, Robbie Biancardi, Jay Fotiades, Aiden 
Survilas, Captain Michael Holgersen, Coach Dale Dunbar, Captain Michael Donahue.

Special to the Transcript

The Winthrop High 
School Viking hockey 
team recently joined forc-
es with the Mi-Amore 
Food Pantry to make the 
holidays brighter for local 
families. Team members 

volunteered their time to 
load trucks with turkeys 
and Thanksgiving fixings, 
personally delivering the 
items to families' homes. 
This heartfelt effort is just 
one example of how the 
Viking hockey boys are 
making a positive impact 

in the community.
In addition to their 

Thanksgiving initiative, 
the team is partnering with 
CASA for a toy donation 
drive to support families 
affected by domestic vio-
lence. Community mem-
bers are encouraged to 

contribute to this cause 
by dropping off new, un-
wrapped toys in the do-
nation box located at the 
hockey rink. The deadline 
for toy donations is De-
cember 15.

As the holiday season 
gets underway, the Viking 
boys are also gearing up 
to kick off their hockey 
season this week. Fans 
are invited to come down 
to the Lawrence Larson 
Rink at the Mike Eruzi-
one  Center in Winthrop 
to cheer on the team and 
show their support. It’s a 
great opportunity to enjoy 
a game while celebrating 
the team's dedication to 
both the sport and their 
community.
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LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

BOARD OF APPEALS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

December 19, 2024: 
Case 015- 2024.

Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
40A of the Massachu-
setts General Laws and 

Chapter 17 of the Code 
of the Town of Winthrop 
that the Winthrop Board 
of Appeals will conduct a 
public hearing on Thurs-
day, October 24, 2024, at 

or after 6:30 p.m. held in 
the Harvey Hearing Room 
upon the application of 
person requesting:
50 Somerset Avenue
Faretra Family Trust- 

46 Bellevue Avenue, 
Winthrop, MA 02152
This meeting is a 
continuance of a prior 
proposal.  The Applicant 
proposes a four-story 

mixed-use building in 
the CBD with construction 
of 20 residential units 
and a retail space.  The 
project is within 10 feet 
of residential and will 

require a variance for 
elevation.
The public is invited to 
attend, and interested 
parties shall have an 
opportunity to be heard. 

Copies of the application 
and plans are on file and 
available to review at the 
Town Hall Planning Of-
fice, Room 2A, Winthrop 
Town Hall.

Darren Baird, Chairman
Denise Quist, Town Clerk
Winthrop Board of 
Appeals

12/5/2024
W

P L E A S E  R E C YC L E  P L E A S E  R E C YC L E  
T H I S  N E W S PA P E RT H I S  N E W S PA P E R

CONTRACTOR MOVERSMASONRY

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

CONSTRUCTION

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

CLEANING SERVICES

Winthrop'Winthrop's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

MORELLI MASONRY & TILE
All Types of Masonry Repair, Ceramic Tile, 

Concrete Pours, Chimneys, Stairs, Walls,  
Cutting & Pointing • Restoration Cleaning

Fully Insured • No Job Too Small
Dennis Morelli

781-632-8812

mr. fix it
REPAIR MOST 

ANYTHING, DOORS, 
WINDOWS PORCHES, 

REPLACEMENT 
WINDOWS, FENCES, 

SIDING, FLOORS ETC.
SNOW PLOWING

LICENSED AND INSURED
CALL AL  

617-429-0606

handy man services

Spartan 
Cleaning 
ServiCe

Since 1978

COMMERCIAL  
RESIDENTIAL

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call

617-593-4532
617-567-2926

Removes Dirt • Cleans • Deodorizes
Complete Office Cleaning

Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707Tommy Feeley 781-771-4707

Feeley & Daughters Clean-Up ServiceFeeley & Daughters Clean-Up Service
We remove all We remove all 
sorts of junk!sorts of junk!
Quick & Quick & 
convenient service.convenient service.

Free Free 
estimates!estimates!

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00

M
OONEY ELECTRIC LLC

Residential & 
Commercial

Fully Licensed & Insured

KEVIN MOONEY
781-799-1862

• Painting & Decor
• Light Carpentry
• Finish Carpentry

More than 
30 years experience

Call Dennis
781-307-0947

DH HANDYMAN

Specializing in Home Renovations
Kitchen+Bath • Cabinets, Granite Counters •Doors+Window • Decks 

Enclosurer • Pavers + Blockwalls • Additions • Interior+Exterior Painting

ALL YOUR HOME OWNER NEEDS

PAINTING & REMODELING PAINTING & REMODELING 
SERVICESSERVICES

Call Don Falzarano
617-846-6553

LANDSCAPING

STEVEN'S
LANDSCAPING & HARDSCAPING

Spring & Fall Clean Up • Tree Trimming
Mowing, Weeding & Edging

Hedge Trimming & Removal (shrub & bushes) 
New Lawns Installed (seed or sod)

Planting & Mulching • Fence Installation
Patios, Retaining Walls & Other Hardscapes

And more!
Call or Text

For a free estimate

781-244-9997Steven 

978-876-6566Diego

Schedule a free estimate 
617-592-6447

www.dipierroconstruction.com

In business for over 40 years!

Let us turn your house into a home

HANDYMANELECTRICIAN EXTERIORS

American Exterior and
Window Corporation

Contact us for all of your
Home improvement projects 

and necessities

Call Jeff or Bob
Toll Free: 1-888-744-1756

 americanexteriorforma.com

617-699-1782
Windows,Siding,Roofing, Carpentry 
& More! All estimates, consultations 

or inspections completed by MA 
licensed supervisors. 

*Over 50 years experience. 
*Better Business Bureau Membership.

Insured 
and

Registered

Complete Financing 
Available.

No Money Down.

Roberta Will
• Painting 

• Wall Papering 
• Decorative Painting 

• Murals 
617-846-8992

PAINTING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

Joe Bertino OwnerJoe Bertino Owner
978-376-6661978-376-6661

Interior and Exterior PaintingInterior and Exterior Painting
Bertinopaintingcompany@gmail.com

POOLS

COSMO POOLS
• NEW LINERS

• INSTALLATION
•POOL OPENINGS

CALL JOHN
781-589-0505

1 col. x  
2 inches

ROOFING REPAIRS

HOME RENOVATION
ROOFING-SIDING-PAINTING

SERVING THE BOSTON AREA SINCE 2002

marcelo
de souza

617-507-1703
Lic. & insured CSL 100141LOCALLOCAL

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE

ROOFING
778811--224488--88229977

Residential - Commercial
All types of roofing & repairs
Painting & Carpentry
Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

sonnysimmediateservices.com

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY, PLEASE CALL 
781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

661177--997700--66331144
Free Estimates - Fully Insured

prestigepainting75@gmail.com

PPRREESSTTIIGGEE
PPAAIINNTTIINNGG

Full Service Painters

pprreessttiiggeeppaaiinnttiinnggiinncc..uuss

8-7

PLUMBING

CALL

Charlestown | Chelsea | East Boston
Everett | Lynn | Revere | Winthrop

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

SERVICESHELP WANTED–PCA
DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m.
___________

SELLING YOUR AUTO? Call 
for our 4 week special! 
Call 781-485-0588.

PCA needed in EVERETT
Monday-Friday 9a.m. 
to 2 p.m.
Call Susan 617-389-

6190
Hablo Español.
11/28

Do You Want To 
Sell Your Home?

Our Advertisers 
have clients 

waiting to buy!
List your property with one of the fine
realtors who advertise regularly in the...

SUN TRANSCRIPT

Winthrop’s Pioneer

Winthrop
Published by the Independent Newspaper Group

Newspaper

SOLD

DO YOU NEED TO RUN A LEGAL NOTICE?
 DON’T FORGET TO CHECK WITH THE COURTS TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY FOR A FEE WAIVER
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The First Family of For Kids Only, former Winthrop High School star athlete Bobby Knee-
land, Executive Director Deborah Kneeland Keegan, Deputy 
Director Briana Flannery, and Director of Development Nicole 
Preston.

PPHHOOTTOOSS  RREECCEEIIVVEEDD  WWIITTHHOOUUTT  IINNFFOO  WWIILLLL  NNOOTT  BBEE  PPUUBBLLIISSHHEEDD

Email your photos to 
PROMO@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

Please include names with your photo.

Photos on 
your phone?
Just scan here and 
attach the photo to 

the email that 
is generated!

Share your photo to be 
included in this year’s 
SPECIAL PAGES

BY THURS. DEC. 19

Tis the Season for
Winthrop

Christmas Kids

TUESDAY
DEC. 24th

PHOTOS PUBLISHED

CHRISTMAS EVE

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

Cary Shuman Photos

For Kids Only After-
school held its 2024 Help-
ing Familes Gala Nov. 15 
at the Hyatt Regency Bos-
ton Harbor.

Executive Director 
Deborah Kneeland Kee-
gan, who co-founded FKO 
in 1984 in Winthrop, wel-
comed the large gathering 
to the elegant gala.

A highly respected pi-
oneer who recognized the 
importance of afterschool 
programming to meet the 
needs of children, Knee-
land Keegan thanked the 
many guests and event 
sponsors for their ongoing 
support of For Kids Only.

Through that gener-
ous support, FKO meets 
its mission of providing 
high-quality out-of-time 
learning and care for more 
than 1,500 school-age 
children in the communi-
ties of Winthrop, Revere, 
Chelsea, Everett, and Pea-

body.
At the gala, the guests 

enjoyed a social hour and a 
dinner consisting of mixed 
greens salad, herb-roasted 
Airline Chicken, Parme-
san Risotto, natural jus, 
and Chef’s Choice season-
al vegetables, followed by 
dessert.

FKO Chelsea Middle 
School participants deliv-
ered a poem while FKO 
Revere participants per-
formed songs during the 
program.

Paul Maglio of Storage 
Auction Solutions led the 
live auction for some ex-
citing gift packages rang-
ing from sports to travel.

DJ Kurt Millar, of 
Cuzzi Sound Entertain-
ment, provided the music 
at the event.

Deborah Kneeland 
Keegan is the mother of 
former Winthrop High 
School sports great Bobby 
Kneeland, FKO Deputy 
Director Brianna Knee-
land Flannery, and FKO 
Director of Development 
Nicole Kneeland Preston, 
who did an outstanding 
job leading the organiza-
tional team for the gala.

Congratulations to Deb-
orah Kneeland Keegan 
and FKO for 40 years of 
excellence.

FOR KIDS ONLY AFTERSCHOOL HOLDS HELPING FAMILIES GALA

Winthrop High’s all-time basketball great and prominent attorney Chris Tsiotos (back row, 
right) joined a table of distinguished guests, including Precinct 2 Councilor John Munson 
(front row, right), former Board of Health Chair Bill Schmidt (back row, second from right), 
Louis Hinckley , Felioe, Matthew Daniels, Jennifer Daniels, Leah Tennen, and Eric Tennen, 
at the Helping Familes Gala.

For Kids Only Afterschool personnel stop by the photo booth at the Helping Families Gala.

FKO Revere vocalist performers, pictured with Directors Nick Jean Baptiste and Jenny Ruiz.

Winthrop High hockey great Brian Crombie (far left), whose clutch goal kept the Vikings 
undefeated on their way to the 1976 Division 1 state championship, is pictured with Sher-
ry Crombie, Jennifer Crombie, Chris Crombie, Bethany Sanders, and Zach Sanders, at the 
FKO Helping Families Gala.

FKO Executive Director 
Deborah Kneeland Keegan 
prepares to deliver her 
opening remarks to the 
many guests at the gala.

FKO Executive Director Deborah Kneeland 
Keegan welcomes Sen. Sal DiDomenico and 
his wife, Tricia DiDomenico, to the gala.

Maryanne Zizzo, Vinnie Zizzo, and Emma 
Zizzo.

FKO Board Members Ron 
Vecchia and Linda Vecchia.

FKO Executive Director Deborah Kneeland Keegan, Di-
rector of Operations Chris Crombie, and Deputy Director 
Briana Flannery welcome Everett Supt. of Schools Bill Hart 
and Chelsea Supt. of Schools Dr. Almi Abeyta to the Help-
ing Families Gala.

FKO Board Vice President 
Dr. Bobbie Finoccio (right) 
and Danny McNamara.

FKO Board Member Michelle Hagerty (far left) with Fran 
Bates, Marissa Bates, Colin Bates, Amanda Dias, and Joe Diaz.

Chelsea Site Director Johanna Cline, Director of Operations 
Chris Crombie, Winthrop Site Assistant Director Serena 
Page, and Jimmy Nigro.


