
By Cary Shuman

Following discussions 
among church officials 
that began in July and a 
unanimous vote by Car-
dinal Sean Patrick O’Mal-
ley and his advisers, Saint 
John the Evangelist Parish 
and Holy Rosary Parish 
will merge and become 
one parish in February, 
2021.

The Rev. Chris O’Con-
nor, pastor at St. John the 

Evangelist, 220 Winthrop 
St., and administrator at 
Holy Rosary, 1015 Shirley 
St., explained the process 
of the merger of the par-
ishes at the two Catholic 
churches in Winthrop, 
which the distinguished 
clergyman himself called 
“a little complicated.”

“The two parishes will 
become one,” said the 
Rev. O’Connor. “We have 
two churches, so what will 
change is the name of the 

parish. Parishioners will 
be invited to contribute 
names for the new parish 
and also then vote for what 
the parish name should be. 
However, the names of the 
churches will remain the 
same.”

The Rev. O’Connor 
also clarified the current 
schedules of Masses fol-
lowing a breakdown in the 
boiler system at Holy Ro-

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely for 
its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Dec. 1, where 
it confronted a recent loss, 
voted on hate and received 
updates on the town’s wa-
ter and tax rates.

Community Loss
Council President Phil 

Boncore choked up as he 
called for a moment of si-
lence for Amy Gallagher, 
who passed away Nov. 
30 at the age of 51. Gal-
lagher, who worked with 
special education students 

at the middle school, was 
a beloved member of the 
community.

Police Chief Terence 
Delahanty delivered an 
emotional tribute to Gal-
lagher, calling her “a good 
friend, more like a sister.”

“It’s a significant loss 
for the community,” he 
said. “There was so much 
Amy did and she didn’t 
expect anyone to thank her 
for it.”

“It’s very unfortunate 
and a sad day for Win-
throp,” said Town Man-ILLICIT 

DISCHARGE 
DETECTION AND 
ELIMINATION 
(IDDE) OUTFALL 
INSPECTION 
PROGRAM

The Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Works 
(DPW) has commenced an 
Illicit Discharge Detection 
and Elimination (IDDE) 
outfall inspection program 
to find and remove illicit 
discharges in the Town’s 
storm drainage system. Il-
licit discharges are direct 
connections or indirect 
discharges into the mu-
nicipal storm drain system 
that are not composed en-
tirely of stormwater.

Winthrop is authorized 
by the State and the EPA 
to discharge stormwater 
runoff into local water-
ways in accordance with 
the Clean Water Act. It is 
our responsibility to meet 
these conditions and pre-
vent leaking septic or oth-
er illegal substances from 
entering our stormwater 
drainage system.

The Town will begin 
its IDDE program by 
monitoring stormwater 
discharge points (outlets, 
outfalls, and inter-munic-
ipal connections to our 
neighboring towns) in De-
cember 2020 as required 

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website; cottagehillrealestate.com
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This Holiday Season!
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CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM      218 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP 12-10

73 HORACE STREET 
EAST BOSTON

Just listed! East Boston Harborview 

neighbor. Perfect single starter single 

family. 3 Bedrooms close to Beach and 

T. $479,900

474 REVERE BEACH 
BLVD. #403 REVERE

The Breakers! Incredible views from this 2 
bedroom and 2 bathroom condominium. 
Master bedroom with walk-in closet and 

en-suite bath. Recently renovated kitchen 
with quartz counters and SS appliances. 

Parking included! $399,900

147 BELMONT STREET 
EVERETT

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 12-1:30PM
New, New, New! 5 Bedroom colonial 
in a great location. A dream home for 
walkers, close to shopping, schools, 

restaurants and all are amenities. Loads 
of parking! $599,900

75 HIGHLAND AVENUE
WINTHROP

New to Market!  Classic Colonial in the 
Highlands, 5 Bedrooms and 2.5 Bathrooms. 
Updated kitchen with granite counters and 
SS appliances. New roof, boiler and exterior 

paint!  $749,900

38 PLEASANT PARK RD 
WINTHROP

Inground Pool on your Holiday Wish List!  
Come check out our new listing at 38 Pleas-

ant Park Road and check it off your list! 
Entertainer's Delight Single family in great 

neighborhood with NO flood insurance 
needed. $525,000

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

See VREELAND Page 3

Call for an 
"Absolutely FREE
Market Analysis"
617-461 4238

www.unitedbrokersworld.com

THINKING OF 
SELLING YOUR 

HOUSE???

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop
 See our Ad on Page 7Winthrop Marketplace Appreciates your Continued Support

 WE ARE FULLY STOCKED AND BACK OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS. THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

PATIENCE WHILE WE WERE CLOSED. WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO SEEING ALL OF YOU.

Town Council 
tackles loss, 
hate, rates

See COUNCIL Page 3

WHS Senior Class hosts 
holiday donation Parade

St. John the Evangelist,  Holy Rosary to merge

See CHURCH MERGER Page 3

WPD, WFD HOST TOY DRIVE-THRU AND DROP OFF

By Kate Anslinger

The Class of 2021 is do-
ing what they can to spread 
some cheer this holiday 
season. On Sunday, De-
cember 20th at 3pm, Win-
throp High School seniors 
will be decking their vehi-
cles out for a  festive car 
parade that will follow the 
route that Santa’s firetruck 
makes on Christmas Eve. 
Led by the Winthrop Po-
lice Department, the last 
two cars of the parade will 
be collecting food, toys, 
and winter accessories for 

those in need. Participants 
are asked to wear a mask. 

“I continue to be so 
proud of the students of 
the Class of 2021,” said 
Senior Class Advisor, Ma-
rissa Ferrara. “They are 
always looking for ways 
to give back to the com-
munity and continuously 
put other’s needs ahead 
of their own. When Sofia 
approached us with the 
idea, we knew it was a 
great way to inject some 
holiday spirit during these 

See PARADE Page 2

Sofia Vitale gets ready for the Class of 2021 Holiday Dona-
tion Parade.The idea to give back to the community, came 
to her when she was decorating her Christmas tree. 

By Kate Anslinger

During Monday night’s 
school committee meeting, 

Superintendent Lisa How-
ard discussed a few factors 
involved in reopening the 
schools. Recruiting and 

hiring classroom monitors 
is at the top of the list. The 
district is in need of three 
monitors at the middle 
school and five at the high 
school. The role of the po-
sition is to assist students 
who are learning in the 
classroom from a teach-
er who is remote. Due to 
family circumstances or 
health concerns, a number 
of teachers have opted to 
stay remote. Classroom 
monitors will be responsi-
ble for engaging with stu-

School district now hiring
for hybrid-learning positions 

See SCHOOLS HIRING Page 3

By Kate Anslinger 

The Winthrop school 
district will be on the re-
ceiving end of Project Ten 
Million, a program that 
was launched by T-Mobile 
to close the homework 
gap. The mobile telecom-

munication company saw 
the struggle that many re-
mote learning and hybrid 
students were having with 
their home internet access 
and they made it their mis-
sion to open up equal con-

T-Mobile brings more connectivity to 
Town's students with Project 10 Million

See T-MOBILE Page 3

Santa poses with some lucky residents during the Toy Drive-Thru and Drop Off hosted by 
the Winthrop Police and Fire Departments, with help from the Winthrop Police Explorers. 
The Winthrop Police Department organized the toy drive as a way to ensure that Winthrop 
children in need are still able to enjoy the Christmas spirit during these trying times. See 
more photos on Page 8.
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WINTHROP POLICE BLOTTER
The following incident 

reports are among the 
calls to which the Win-
throp Police Department 
responded on the listed 
dates:

MONDAY, NOV. 23
1242: A resident came 

into the station to report 
that he had given a No 
Trespass notice to a fe-
male. The officer placed 
the notice in the control 
room trespass book.

1323: Officers respond-
ed to Walden St. where 
there was a long line of 
motor vehicles awaiting 
a COVID test. The offi-
cers handed out pamphlets 
regarding the proce-
dures and let those in line 
know that they can come 
another day.

1343: A caller reported 
a hit-and-run motor ve-
hicle accident (MVA) on 
Pauline St. The caller pro-
vided a plate of a potential 
suspect vehicle. The plate 
came back to an East Bos-
ton address. The officer 
filed a report.

1515: A resident report-
ed that when she went to 
the basement of her old 
apartment on Shirley St. to 
retrieve Christmas decora-
tions that her former land-
lord had allowed her to 
store there, she was con-
fronted by the new tenant, 
who informed her that the 
Christmas decorations had 
been disposed of. The for-
mer tenant alleged that she 
had been threatened by 
the new tenant. The offi-
cer filed a report and may 
file an application for a 
criminal complaint in the 
East Boston District Court 
regarding the alleged 
threats.

1751: A resident came 
to the station to report that 
his identification had been 
used to file a false unem-
ployment claim.

2019: A resident called 
the station to report that 
her identification had been 
used to file a false unem-
ployment claim.

2023: A Quincy Ave. 
reported finding a stray 
dog. The dog had a collar 
and was reunited with its 
owner.

TUESDAY, NOV. 24

0852: An officer issued 
a parking ticket to a MV 
that was blocking a drive-
way on Court Rd.

1148: A resident called 
the station to report that 
her identification had been 
used to file a false unem-
ployment claim.

1323: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) on 
Revere St. for the civil in-
fraction of failing to stop 
for a traffic control signal. 
The officer arrested Ray-
mond Steve Medrano, 29, 
of Boston, for the criminal 
offenses of illegal pos-
session of a Class B con-
trolled narcotic substance 
and illegal possession of a 
Class A controlled narcot-
ic substance with intent to 
distribute. The officer also 
issued a citation for the 
civil motor vehicle infrac-
tion of failing to stop. The 
Animal Control Officer 
came to the scene to take 
possession of a dog that 
was in the vehicle.

1428: An officer or-
dered a tow for an aban-
doned MV at Read and 
Morton Sts.

1537: A resident called 
the station to report that 
her identification had been 
used to file a fraudulent 
unemployment claim.

1653:  An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Revere St. for the 
civil infraction of failing 
to have its headlights on. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1653: An officer con-
tacted the Paul Revere Bus 
Co. to urge its bus drivers 
to slow down while taking 
the bend on Shirley St.

1731: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Putnam St. for a 
civil infraction and gave a 
verbal warning to the op-
erator.

1910: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Main and Read 
Sts. for the civil infraction 
of failing to have its head-
lights on. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2311: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Pleasant St. and 
Tileston Rd. for the civil 
infraction of an equipment 
violation. The officer gave 

a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2332: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Summit Ave. and 
Revere St. for the civil in-
fraction of failing to stop 
for a red light. The officer 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 25
1209: A resident called 

the station to report that 
her identification had been 
used to file a fraudulent 
unemployment claim.

1450: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) with an expired reg-
istration at Highland Ave. 
and Revere St. When the 
officer determined that 
the operator did not have 
a valid driver’s license, he 
issued a citation to the op-
erator for the criminal of-
fense of unlicensed opera-
tion of a MV and for the 
civil infraction of operat-
ing an unregistered MV. 
The MV was towed.

2057: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) on Winthrop St. 
for the civil infractions of 
speeding and a one-way 
violation. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator.

2255: A Plummer Ave. 
resident reported that her 
MV had been vandalized 
twice within the past few 
days. The officer filed a 
report.

2305: An officer re-
sponded to a MVA at Main 
and Hermon St. in which a 
pedestrian was struck and 
injured. The victim was 
transported to the MGH 
and the officer issued a 
citation to the operator for 
the civil infraction of fail-
ing to yield to a pedestrian 
in a crosswalk.

THURSDAY, NOV. 26
1728: A Locust St. res-

ident reported that a dog 
was in a parked MV and 
had been barking for more 
than 30 minutes. The of-
ficer located the owner of 
the vehicle.

1731: A Pebble Ave. 
resident reported that 
a dog was loose on the 
street. The owner of the 
dog had taken possession 
of the dog by the time an 

officer arrived.

FRIDAY, NOV. 27
1030: An officer issued 

a parking ticket to a MV 
that was parked at a fire 
hydrant at Forrest St. and 
Shore Drive.

1148: The Animal Con-
trol Officer took posses-
sion of a loose dog in the 
500 block of Shirley St. 

1209: The dog from the 
previous call was reunited 
with its owner.

1250: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Main and Paine 
Sts. for the civil infraction 
of making an illegal turn. 
The officer gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1257: An officer dis-
persed 12 vehicles from 
the COVID test site at the 
E.B. Newton School and 
informed them to return 
tomorrow.

1343: An officer dis-
persed about 30 more ve-
hicles from the COVID 
test site at the E.B. New-
ton School and informed 
them to return tomorrow.

1744: An officer 
stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Hutchinson and 
Revere Sts. for the civil in-
fraction of failing to have 
its headlights on. The offi-
cer gave a verbal warning 
to the operator.

1955: An officer dis-
persed persons in a MV 
from Hannaford Park.

2346: An officer 
stopped a motor vehi-
cle (MV) on Revere St. 
for the civil infraction of 
speeding. The officer gave 
a verbal warning to the op-
erator. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 28
0006: An officer 

stopped a motor vehicle 
(MV) at Banks and Main 
Sts. for the civil infraction 
of crossing over the dou-
ble yellow line. The offi-
cer gave a verbal warning 
to the operator.

0012: An officer dis-
persed persons in a MV 
from Hannaford Park.

0156: An officer direct-
ed a male party and a fe-
male party who were hav-
ing an argument behind 
a building on Woodside 
Ave. to move along.

1413: An officer re-
sponded to a minor MVA 
with no injuries in the 200 
block of Main St. The of-
ficer filed a report.

1430: A Lincoln St. res-
ident reported that he had 
been assaulted by a room-
mate. This has been an 
ongoing issue. The officer 
filed a report.

1433: An officer re-
sponded to a report of two 
persons arguing over a 
parking issue at a Wash-
ington Ave. residence. 
The officer informed the 
parties that this is a civil 
matter.

1738: An officer re-
sponded to a report of a 
physical altercation be-
tween two females in the 
500 block of Shirley St. 
The officer filed a report.

SUNDAY, NOV. 29
0015: An officer re-

sponded to a report of a 
loud group of persons in 
an apartment at Gov. Park. 
The officer spoke to the 
parties who agreed to keep 
it down.

0046: The same report-
ing party called again to 
report that the music still 
was loud in a unit at Gov. 
Park. The officer spoke 
to the owner of the apart-
ment and he agreed to turn 
off the music.

0131: A Shore Drive 
resident reported that he 
was being robbed by two 
masked men. The officers 
located the victim in the 
street and will file a report.

1226: An officer di-
rected a group of youths 
playing street hockey at 
Coughlin Park to put on 
their masks.

1745: An officer re-
sponded to a report of a 
group of male parties ar-
guing on Grovers Ave. The 
officer determined that the 
argument was about work 
that is being done to the 
property and therefore is a 
civil matter.
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Give the Gift that Gives
Local News - Sports - Events

Gift Subscription Available
$30 In Town         $60 Out of Town

Call 781-485-0588
Or Drop by our office, 385 Broadway, Revere
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mailed to 

you

very different times. These 
children all have such 
bright futures and Win-
throp should be proud.” 

The idea to host a pa-
rade came to senior, Sofia 
Vitale, when she was dec-
orating her Christmas tree 
and reflecting on the glum 
2020 season. 

“My mom and I talked 
about how giving always 
feels so good,” said Vi-
tale. “I want to give this 
parade to the community 
to spread some holiday 
cheer in a safe way. And 
I also want give to the 
families in need of some 

assistance, hopefully mak-
ing their holiday the best it 
can be.” 

On board with wanting 
to spread some holiday 
cheer, Vitale’s classmate, 
Jenna Dorr, offered her 
support, helping the pa-
rade come to life. 

“The senior class is 
looking to do something 
special for the holiday sea-
son, which is a hard time 
for many families,” said 
Dorr. “This parade will 
not only be able to provide 
families in need with toys, 
canned food, and winter 
accessories, but also unite 

the senior class. We have 
not been able to do activ-
ities or see many of our 
classmates for a long time 
so I think this will bring 
everyone some holiday 
cheer.” 

If you have any ques-
tions, please reach out to:

Sofia Vitale: 781-816-
3496

Jenna Dorr: 617-756-
9792

Marissa Ferrara: 617-
605-4939

Carla Vitale: 781-704-
5819

by the Small Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) General 
Permit. The results of this 
work will be used to direct 
further IDDE investiga-
tions including visual and 
building inspections to 
identify and remove con-
firmed illicit discharges 
from our drainage system. 
In order to perform outfall 
inspections, crews may 
need to access private 
property. The engineering 
firm, Woodard & Curran, 
along with their subcon-
tractor, SDE Engineering, 
will be conducting this 
work on our behalf and 
will be wearing proper 
identification.

If you have any ques-
tions regarding IDDE out-
fall inspections or crew 
activity, please do not hes-
itate to contact the Town 
of Winthrop Department 
of Public Works at (617) 
846-1341.

MBA CHARITABLE 
FOUNDATION 
HONORS MVES 
WITH $5,000 
COMMUNITY 
GRANT AWARD

Mystic Valley Elder 
Services (MVES) was re-
cently selected to be a re-
cipient of a $5,000 Com-
munity Grant Award from 
the Massachusetts Bank-
ers Association (MBA) 
Charitable Foundation. 
The award was given 
by the MBA Charitable 
Foundation, along with 
the Massachusetts bank-
ing industry, to MVES 
for all its hard work and 
initiatives throughout the 
years in supporting the 
communities the agency 
serves. 

Close community part-
ners Edward Doherty, 
CEO of StonehamBank, 
Jeffrey Worth, President 
and CEO of Wakefield 
Co-Operative Bank, and 
William Rivers, Vice 
President, Community 
Reinvestment Act Officer 
for Eagle Bank, nominat-
ed Mystic Valley Elder 

Services to recognize its 
positive and strong com-
munity impact.

“We are very grateful to 
the Massachusetts Bankers 
Association and its gener-
ous donation to our agen-
cy,” said Daniel O’Leary, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices. “This donation will 
be a tremendous benefit to 
helping those older adults 
and adults living with dis-
abilities in need. I would 
also like to thank our 
community partner banks 
who nominated us for the 
grant award.  They too are 
tremendous assets to the 
community.”

“On behalf of the entire 
Massachusetts banking 
community, we are thrilled 
to bring our collective 
strength to supporting or-
ganizations that are doing 
immense good in local 
communities across the 
Commonwealth,” said Pe-
ter G. Brown, Chairman of 
the MBA Charitable Foun-
dation, and President and 
CEO of Dedham Savings. 
“As we see the impact of 
the Foundation’s support 
as well as the broader sup-
port from banks’ individu-
al efforts, we are reminded 
that every gift-giving sea-
son amplifies the needs.  
As we recognize 49 or-
ganizations this year with 
the 2020 gifts, we do so 
with the knowledge and 
renewed focus that our 
work continues.”

Since its founding in 
1996, the Foundation has 
provided gifts totaling 
approximately $2.8 mil-
lion, which is symbolic 
of the more than $106 
million in individual do-
nations banks make on an 
annual basis to charita-
ble non-profits and social 
agencies in communities 
throughout the Common-
wealth.

The Massachusetts 
Bankers Association rep-
resents approximately 
135 commercial, savings, 
and co-operative and fed-
eral savings banks and 
savings and loan associ-
ations across the Com-

monwealth. Annually, the 
Charitable Foundation 
reaches out to member 
banks and ask to send in 
nominations of worthy 
charities and organiza-
tions who are actively ad-
dressing the needs of their 
community.

 Celebrating 45 Years of 
helping older adults keep 
their independence, Mys-
tic Valley Elder Services is 
a non-profit agency locat-
ed in Malden, Mass., that 
provides essential home- 
and community-based 
care and resources to older 
adults, adults living with 
disabilities, and caregivers 
who reside in Chelsea, Ev-
erett, Malden, Medford, 
Melrose, North Reading, 
Reading, Revere, Stone-
ham, Wakefield and Win-
throp, regardless of their 
income level. Agency ser-
vices include coordination 
of home care, transpor-
tation, Meals on Wheels, 
and information and re-
ferrals. For more infor-
mation, please call (781) 
324-7705 or visit www.
mves.org.

SOCIALLY 
DISTANCED SANTA 
CLAUS IS COMING 
TO TOWN FOR 
PHOTOS

Join us on Saturday, 
Dec. 12 or Saturday, Dec. 
19, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., 
at the Memorial Gymnasi-
um on Pauline Street for 
socially distanced photos 
with Santa. Photos of your 
children or your family 
are available.

Please remember that 
for “family” for these 
photos, it is considered 
only people living in your 
household. A photo will 
be emailed to you and you 
can take your own photo 
as well.

The cost is $15 per fam-
ily and you must register 
one person in the family to 
hold a spot for a specific 
hour. You will be emailed 
back a specific time to 
attend within that hour. 
Masks are required until 
you sit for your photo.

News Briefs // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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ager Austin Faison. “Amy 
worked hard for the town. 
She will be sorely missed.”

DPH Director Meredith 
Hurley offered a tearful 
acknowledgement of the 
loss.

“We are all reeling from 
the loss of Amy,” she said. 
“She always made me feel 
like I’ve been here forev-
er.”

Pledge against Hate
Taking a recommenda-

tion from the Committee 
on Diversity, Inclusion and 
Community Relations, the 
Council voted unanimous-
ly to adopt a resolution 
based on Councilor Trac-
ey Honan’s Pledge against 
Hate.

The resolution reads: 
“Whereas, we hold these 
truths to be self-evident, 
that all people are created 
equal; and Whereas, Win-

throp is a resilient and di-
verse community of people 
in race, culture, and gender 
identity and we must con-
tinue our work together 
toward an anti-racist, and 
anti xenophobic Winthrop. 
Resolved that the Winthrop 
Town Council strives to be a 
body that rejects hate in our 
community, that recognizes 
diversity as a source of pride 
and strength, that recogniz-
es that black lives do mat-
ter, that values freedom to 
worship who we chose, and 
love who we chose  to love; 
be it further Resolved that 
these values should not ever 
be disparaged; be it further 
Resolved that all are wel-
come to live their lives in 
peace and acceptance with-
in our community, and that 
we are stronger together.”

“We are committed to 
making Winthrop a better 
and more inclusive place,” 

said the council president.

Water/Sewer     Fund-
ing

CFO Anna Freedman 
delivered a lengthy pre-
sentation on the town’s 
water and sewer rates.

The Town Manager’s 
Office is working with 
a consultant to realize a 
study on the rate structure 
and on factors that could 
impact Winthrop’s rate, 
which is higher than oth-
er communities. Results 
from this study will be 
available during the FY22 
budget cycle.

Caller Victor Imparato 
opposed the current water 
rates.

“I’ve lived in numer-
ous communities and I’ve 
never seen water bills this 
high,” he said. “It’s hurt-
ing some of the families 
out there.”

He asked if there was 
any financial assistance 
available to families who 
couldn’t afford to pay their 
water bills, and Freedman 
said she would look into 
the possibility of a hard-
ship waiver.

The full presentation 
can be viewed on the 
town’s YouTube channel.

Tax Classification
Council held its annu-

al hearing on the tax rate 
options for the town. The 
total taxable value for FY 
2020 was $2.7 billion, a 
2.2 percent increase over 
2021. The Town Coun-
cil adopted a uniform tax 
rate for next year, where 
all property types will be 
taxed at the same rate. The 
Deputy Assessor also not-
ed that “New Growth” for 
2021 will be $192,450. A 
more detailed overview of 

the town’s tax classifica-
tion can be viewed on the 
town’s YouTube channel.

COVID-19
So far in Winthrop there 

have been 962 positive 
cases, with 26 deceased, 
and 141 in isolation. 
The town remains in the 
Yellow Zone despite a 
Thanksgiving weekend 
surge.

There were a registered 
57 new cases between 
Nov. 21 and Dec. 1, which 
could be attributed to peo-
ple not socially distancing 
during the holiday week-
end.

From Dec. 2 through 
Dec. 8, the Town regis-
tered 113 new cases. 

“Wash your hands, 
avoid crowds, social dis-
tance,” Pres. Boncore 
pleaded. “We don’t want 
to have to shut down the 

town.”
The schools are still on 

track to reopen on Jan. 4.
“Hopefully we will be 

ready,” said Boncore.

Citations
The Council recognized 

the following individuals 
who were resigning from 
town committees: Robert 
Wynn and Barbara Flavin 
from the Citizens Adviso-
ry Committee on Finance; 
and Gina Cassetta, Linda 
Cargill, Tino Capobiano 
and Josephine Fatta from 
the Winthrop Air Pollu-
tion, Noise, and Airport 
Hazards Committee. Due 
to the resignations, there 
are immediate openings 
on the Citizens Advisory 
Committee on Finance; 
the Air Pollution, Noise, 
and Airport Hazards 
Committee; as well as the 
Board of Health

dents when questions arise 
and directing them to the 
nurse’s office if they ex-
perience symptoms. The 
employee will be required 
to undergo training, in-
cluding safety protocols, 
prior to starting. Howard 
is hopeful that they will 
be able to fill the positions 
prior to January 4th when 
the buildings open for hy-
brid learning. 

Interested candidates 
can contact the applicable 
school principal. 

High School Principal, 
Matt Crombie: mcrom-
bie@winthrop.k12.ma.us

Middle School Princi-
pal, Brian Curley: bcur-

ley@winthrop.k12.ma.us
With the enhanced safe-

ty protocols, additional 
positions are required to 
maintain social distanc-
ing. Only one student will 
be allowed to occupy the 
bathroom at a time, and 
students must remain six 
feet apart in the cafeteria 
during lunchtime. The Ar-
thur T. Cummings School 
is in need of three lunch-
room monitors and two 
bathroom and hallway 
monitors to ensure that 
students are following 
safety protocols and di-
recting them accordingly. 
The Gorman Fort Banks 
School is hiring two bath-

room and hallway moni-
tors and the Middle School 
is hiring three. 

Interested candidates 
should contact the follow-
ing:

ATC Principal Norah 
Grimes: ngrimes@win-
throp.k12.ma.us

GFB Principal Ilene 
Pearson: ipearson@win-

throp.k12.ma.us
WMS Principal Brian 

Curley: bcurley@win-
throp.k12.ma.us

In the event that these 
positions do not get filled 
prior to January 4th, 
school administrators will 
be responsible for cover-
ing them until qualified 
candidates are hired.

Schools hiring // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

T O  A D V E R T I S E  I N  T H E  W I N T H R O P  T R A N S C R I P T ,  P L E A S E  C A L L  7 81 - 4 8 5 - 0 5 8 8

Fight the Flu
The flu vaccine is vitally 

important this year!
Protect yourself and your family. Our buildings 
are clean and safe. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome.
To register, call 617-568-4401. 
For children 18 and younger 
and their families, call: 
617-568-4477.

www.ebnhc.org/flushot

Fight the Flu
The flu vaccine is vitally 

important this year!
Protect yourself and your family. Our buildings 
are clean and safe. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome.
To register, call 617-568-4401. 
For children 18 and younger 
and their families, call: 
617-568-4477.

www.ebnhc.org/flushot

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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T-Mobile // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Church merger // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

nectivity for all. 
T-Mobile granted 150 

hotspots to Winthrop stu-
dents in need. By plug-
ging a gadget into their 
computer, students will 
have better connectivity 
so students log on and stay 
connected, without getting 
bumped off throughout 
the school day. Mi-Amore 
worked with the school to 
help identify students in 
need of hotspots. The gad-
gets will be distributed as 
soon as possible. 

“We have many homes 
in town where three of 

four students are working 
off one router, and this 
will help those students 
stay connected,” said 
School Superintendent, 
Lisa Howard. “They don’t 
need to sign in, they sim-
ply plug in the gadget.” 

Due to COVID-19 
many schools are com-
pletely online, so T-Mo-
bile stepped up, offering 
school districts low-cost 
options to increase month-
ly data plans to provide 
connectivity to students 
for free.

Council // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

This week, the Madaro 
Family Community Fund 
launched their annual 
Eastie’s Elves toy collec-
tion program which will 
directly support local fam-
ilies who are in need of 
holiday gifts. On Decem-
ber 1, the non-profit orga-
nization placed toy drop-
off boxes at twenty-four 
locations throughout East 
Boston, Revere, and Win-
throp. The drop-off sites 
will be available from 
now until December 15th. 
The locations and program 
details can be found on 
the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund’s Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/madarofamilycom-
munityfund/. 

“We are very grateful to 
the businesses, organiza-
tions, and residential com-
munities that have part-
nered with us as a drop-off 
location this year,” said 
Ariel Madaro, Director 
of the Madaro Family 
Community Fund. “Even 
during this challenging 

holiday season, they have 
offered to help us in uplift-
ing hundreds of families 
within our community.”

As the largest toy drive 
in the neighborhood, the 
Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund was able to 
donate over 1,300 toys 
through Eastie’s Elves last 
year. They hope to exceed 
this amount during a time 
when the need is greater 
than ever due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic.

If you have questions or 
would like to get involved 
with Madaro Family 
Community Fund, please 
contact the organization 
at madarocharity@gmail.
com. To stay up to date on 
Eastie’s Elves and future 
community events, follow 
the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund on Facebook 
@madarofamilycommu-
nityfund and on Instagram 
@madarofamilyfund. 

The Madaro Family 
Community Fund is a reg-
istered 501(c)3 nonprofit 
charitable organization 

that serves the East Bos-
ton, Revere, and Winthrop 
communities through an-
nual events such as the 
Eastie’s Elves toy collec-
tion and the Thanksgiving 
Day Dinner. The Madaro 

Family Community Fund 
strives to make the holi-
days as joyful and cheer-
ful as possible for low-in-
come families within the 
neighborhood. 

Madaro Family Community Fund is working with 
local businesses and organizations to collect toys

Representing Eastie’s Elves and the Madaro Family Com-
munity Fund is Alicia DelVento (center), dropping off a do-
nation toy box at Winthrop’s Book Depot and Café, located 
at 11 Somerset Ave. Shown with DelVento is Sue Martucci 
and Suzanne Martucci-Gallo. Please check regular business 
hours of other drop-off locations.

sary Church.
“The boiler is broken at 

Holy Rosary and we are 
out of funding there,” said 
the Rev. O’Connor. “That 
means for at least the fore-
seeable future, all Masses 
will be held at St. John the 
Evangelist Church.”

The Rev. O’Connor has 
been the pastor at both 
Winthrop churches since 
June 1. He will be the pas-
tor at the new parish.

The Rev. O’Connor 
said the new parish will 
become official when Car-
dinal O’Malley, who is 
the Archbishop of Boston, 
signs the decree on Feb. 1, 
2021.

The Rev. O’Connor had 
to appear before Cardinal 
O’Malley and his advis-
ers for the merger to be 
considered and ultimately 
voted upon.

“Cardinal O’Malley’s 
34 advisers voted unan-
imously on their recom-
mendation for a merger,” 
related the Rev. O’Connor.

The Rev. O’Connor said 
all Masses will be held at 
St. John the Evangelist “in 
the foreseeable future.”

“There is considerable 
work [in addition to re-
pairs for the boiler] that 
needs to be done to Holy 
Rosary Church,” said 
the Rev. O’Connor. “The 
church needs $131,000 for 
a renovation of the bricks, 
and $75,000 in repairs for 
the roof.”

In closing, the Rev. 
O’Connor explained that 
the new name of the par-
ish cannot be a combina-
tion of the two parishes’ 
names.

“We cannot use either 
St. John the Evangelist or 
Holy Rosary,” he said. “It 
has to be a new name. But 
the new name will come 
from the people. This 
is their parish. The peo-
ple will decide on three 
names. We will forward 
those names to the Cardi-
nal and he will select one 
of the three names.”
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By the Public Transit Public 

Good Riders, Workers and 

Communities United for Transit 

Justice

On December 2, 2020 
we conducted a series 
IVR surveys of residents 
in communities served 
by the MBTA during 
afternoon and evening 
hours. 

467 individual re-
spondents completed the 
survey giving a Margin 
of Error of +/- 4.53%. 
Below are the topline 
results of the survey.

QUESTION RE-

SPONSE RATE
1. GENDER
• Male 38.9%
• Female 61.1%
2. AGE
• Under 30 16.1%
• Between 30-49 

33.6%
• Between 50-65 

26.6%
• Over 65 23.8%
3. Have you utilized 

public transportation in 
the last two years?

• HAVE used public 
transportation 57.5%

• HAVE NOT used 
public transportation 
38.8%

• UNSURE 3.7%
4. The MBTA an-

nounced it is planning 
millions of dollars in 

cuts to its services and 
staff. Do you support 
cuts to public transpor-
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GEORGE COSTONIS
Whenever we think of George Costonis, the word that comes 

to mind is "energy," a quality that George brought to everything 
he did, whether it was in his business endeavors, raising his 
family, or his many civic contributions that benefited the town 
and its residents.

He had a zest for life that truly epitomized the ancient Roman 
proverb, "Carpe diem" -- seize the day.

George Costonis was a born-and-bred Winthropite who, 
along with a handful of other forward-looking fellow residents 
and local businessmen such as Michael Caruccio, helped to lift 
Winthrop from the moribund community it had become in the 
period after World War II into the modernity of the latter part of 
the 20th century.

He realized that with the coming of the jet age in the 1960s 
and the subsequent growth of Logan Airport, Winthrop's prox-
imity to the airport would become attractive to airline workers 
and to employees at Massport. 

He also recognized that there was a need to develop hous-
ing for those of his parents' generation who were looking to 
sell their big homes and downsize into an affordable apartment, 
while still being able to remain in their home community.

The construction by Mr. Costonis of the first condominium 
building in Winthrop, the Nautilus on Washington Ave. in the 
early 1970s, ushered in a new trajectory in our town's develop-
ment and growth. 

George Costonis truly loved Winthrop and its people. His 
passing marks the end of an era in our community.

We know we join all of our fellow long-time residents in of-
fering our condolences to his family. May he rest in peace.

HAPPY HANUKKAH
The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known as the 

Festival of Lights, gets underway this Thursday, December 
10, and will culminate next Friday, December 18.

In summary, Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the 
Maccabees -- a group of fierce warriors who used guerilla 
tactics against an occupying army -- in 166 BCE when the 
Maccabees liberated the Jewish people from the Greek-based 
rulers who essentially had outlawed the Jewish religion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city of Jeru-
salem, they quickly entered the Holy Temple, tossing out the 
images of the Greek gods that had been installed there by the 
occupying rulers.

When the Maccabees went to light the Menorah candles in 
the Temple, they thought they only had one day’s worth of 
oil. However, the lights remained lit for eight days -- hence 
the miracle of the Festival of Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, 
marked by large gatherings of friends and families and the 
playing of traditional games such as the dreidel and eating 
traditional foods such as latkes.

Although Hanukkah celebrations this year will be much 
more subdued than is typical because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we wish all of our Jewish friends a happy, healthy, 
and meaningful Hanukkah in 2020.

THE VIRUS IS A HUNTER -- AND 

WE ARE ITS PREY
It now has been nine months since lockdowns went into 

effect in many states, including here in Massachusetts on 
March 16. However, despite all of our previous efforts, 
the COVID-19 pandemic is surging across the entire Unit-
ed States.

The pleas of public health and government officials can 
only go so far if Americans fail to heed their warnings and 
do not take the common-sense and easy-to-follow steps of 
wearing masks, maintaining physical distance, and not con-
gregating in group settings of any kind.

With the promise of a vaccine on the horizon, this is no 
time to let our guard down. The virus is everywhere and no 
one is safe from it. Each and every one of us must assume 
personal responsibility for the safety of ourselves, our fami-
lies, and our friends.

The coronavirus is a living organism that is stalking us 
wherever we go and whatever we do. We are its prey -- and 
it requires that we must be ever-vigilant in order to avoid 
becoming another victim and spreading it to others. 

Selfishness and failure to follow the rules simply are not 
options amidst this widening pandemic.

PEARL HARBOR WAS 

79 YEARS AGO
 It was 79 years ago this week -- December 7 -- that the 

nation of Japan launched its attack on Pearl Harbor. The very 
next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt convened a joint 
session of Congress in which he famously declared the at-
tack as, “A day that will live in infamy,” and asked Congress 
for a Declaration of War. For more than two years prior to 
the attack, America had stayed out of the war that already 
had engulfed the rest of the world. By the time of the Japa-
nese attack, Hitler’s Nazis had conquered all of continental 
Europe and much of Africa, while the Japanese had invaded 
almost all of Asia, save for the U.S. outposts in the Philip-
pines and other small islands in the Pacific. Americans clung 
to the belief that our isolation, separated from the rest of the 
world by two oceans, would keep us out of the war. But after 
Pearl Harbor, we no longer could keep our heads buried in 
the sand. The lessons of Pearl Harbor are many, but chief 
among them is that freedom isn’t free -- and that we always 
must be vigilant to recognize the forces of evil that seek to 
destroy our way of life.

By Dr. Glenn Mollette

Christmas has differ-
ent beginning times for 
most everyone.

For some it’s when 
you put up the Christ-
mas tree and decora-
tions.

For others it’s when 
you wrap some pres-
ents and put them un-
der the tree. 

While for others it’s 
about the Christmas 
music. When they first 
start hearing Christmas 
songs on the radio then 
Christmas has begun 
for them. 

Christmas may be-
gin for you when your 
family arrives home to 
share in your celebra-
tion. Or your Christmas 
celebration may really 
begin when your fami-
ly finally leaves.

When I was a child 
Christmas started for 
me when everything 
came together. The big 
fresh tree was hewn 
down from the hillside. 
Once it was decorated, 
I started watching for 
Santa.  But it still was ‘t 
Christmas until I came 

up with a big package 
of firecrackers, cherry 
bombs and other noisy 
fireworks.  I always 
loved putting firecrack-
ers and cherry bombs 
under cans to see how 
far they would fly 
through the air. 

My mother would 
make cookies, cakes 
and pies. My dad would 
always buy a big box of 
apples and oranges. It 
seems like they lasted 
a week. 

Christmas really 
began when family 
came home. When we 
all got together that’s 
when it seemed Christ-
mas really started. The 
excitement came by 
us all being together. 
Sharing gifts was fun 
and provided moments 
of laughter. Eating 
my mother’s delicious 
meal was always a sta-
ble holiday treat we al-
ways enjoyed. 

The best past part 
was everyone being 
together for a couple 
of days. With social 
distancing, this may be 
one element of Christ-
mas that many will not 

get to enjoy in 2020. 
So many thousands 

of people have died 
from Covid-19 and 
they will be missed at 
the Christmas table. If 
this is you please cling 
to the hope of life be-
yond this world and 
that you will see your 
loved one again.

I believe throughout 
our planet that seeing 
our sick friends get well 
would make Christmas 
for  all of us. 

  Christmas is differ-
ent this year. We must 
enter Christmas this 
year with hope. You 
have to have hope to 
live. Life without hope 
is like a car with no fuel. 
A vaccine for Covid-19 
is coming. We are pray-
ing this will spare lives 
in 2021. We have hope 
that by next Christmas 
we can all get together 
and celebrate. 

 Keep in mind there 
has never been any-
thing normal about 
Christmas. Mary and 
Joseph and the baby 
spent their first Christ-
mas in a barn which 
was like a cave for ani-

mals. The baby was laid 
in a cow’s trough for a 
bed.  Christmas always 
has the potential of be-
ing very different. 

Remember Christ-
mas is in your heart 
and that’s where your 
main celebration and 
hope lie. May hope and 
Christmas be bright 
and rekindled anew and 
afresh. May you with-
in your spirit hear the 
bells on Christmas day. 
And, may you hear the 
angels sing, “Glory to 
God in the highest and 
on earth peace to all 
men on whom his favor 
rests.” 

Glenn Mollette is 
the publisher of New-
burgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various oth-
er publishing imprints; 
a national columnist 
–  American Issues and 
Common Sense opin-
ions, analysis, stories 
and features appear 
each week In over 500 
newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the 
United States.

See OP-ED Page 5



Email: editor@winthroptranscript.com The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Thursday, December 10, 2020 Page 5

Op-Ed // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Winthrop, on the small 
peninsula which forms the 
Eastern border of Boston 
harbor, has been  home to 
a great number of notable 
residents among which 
was Charles W. Wheaton.  
Charlie came here from 
West Lynn at the age of 20 
in 1910 to drive the Gov-
ernor Winthrop streetcar, 
the first one of the newly 
opened Point Shirley Rail-
way system cars which 
ran from Delby’s Corner 
(junction of Shirley St. 
& Washington Ave.)  out 
Shirley St. and Tafts Av-
enue to Shirley Gut. See 
picture one which shows 
Charlie in the cab of this 
first street car.  Not only 
did he drive this first street 
car, but in 1915, when 
buses also started to trans-
port people to Point Shir-
ley, Charlie drove the first 
such bus, see picture two 
which shows him standing 
at the right of his friend 
Bill Finlayson next to the 
bus.  Picture three shows 
Charlie in front of his bus 
with a young local admir-
er. All such local Trolley 
and Bus service ceased 
operation in 1940 and the 
Rapid Transit Bus Service 
we know today began to 
operate. Charlie then be-
came a driver for them 
and continued on until he 
retired in 1962.  He then 
lived out the rest of his life 
in the home he had built 
with his wife Winifred, 
who passed away in 1954, 
at 27 Triton Ave. until his 
death in 1971. During the 
early days of driving along 
Shirley Street, by what is 
now Yirrell Beach, and 
then on out Tafts Avenue, 
there were very few build-
ings along the water and 

therefore Charlie had an 
unobstructed view of the 
ocean where he was able 
to easily detect people 
having problems in the 
water. Many newspaper 
articles were written about 
Charlie and the numer-
ous people he saved from 
drowning along this route. 
Two such events as report-
ed in local papers were as 
follows.

From the 10/13/59 Bos-
ton Daily Globe: “Charley 
saved so many lives he 
doesn’t even count them. 
Once he spotted a tiny 
child drifting out to sea in 
the cover of an old trunk.  
He stripped down to his 
underwear, swam out and 
pushed the child in the 
trunk lid ahead of him to 
the shore”.

From the 6/26/58 Win-
throp Transcript: “Or 
of the time Charlie was 
humming along the shore 
in 1924 and spotted a 
capsized catboat and two 
struggling figures in the 
sea beside it - - again leav-
ing his trolley, Charlie 
commandeered a leaky 
row boat, grabbed a short 

board for an oar and pad-
dled out to the drowning 
father and daughter. Be-
fore Charlie reached the 
shore, the frail boat sank 
beneath them but undis-
mayed, he completed the 
rescue and was greeted 
by rising cheers on the 
now crowded beach.  As 
soon as he reached shore, 
Charlie bounded into his 
trolley, still soaking wet, 
gave himself Two Bells 
and drove off to the Win-
throp Beach Station which 
he reached on schedule”.

In August 1937, The 
Humane Society of the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts awarded Charley 
a Certificate recognizing 
his heroic efforts in saving 
lives in Winthrop, see pic-
ture four. Those of us who 
have lived in Winthrop 
over 50 years will remem-
ber Charlie Wheaton’s 
son, Charles A. Wheaton 
who was a milk delivery 
man until his death in 
1992, and his grandson 
Charles “Bobby” Whea-
ton who, until his death in 
1997, owned and operated 
the Woodside Hardware 
Store, first on Woodside 
Avenue and then at the 
entrance to Winthrop on 
Main Street under the 
name Woodside ACE 
Hardware where it contin-
ues today. Information for 
this article was provided 
by another of Charlie’s 
grandsons James Chicos 
who has had the above ref-
erenced Certificate framed 
with appropriate related 
photographs and is pre-
senting it to the Winthrop 
Improvement and Histori-
cal Association for display 
in their Museum.

WINTHROP Then and Now
Winthrop Improvement and Historical Association

By G. David Hubbard, Town Historian • Photos courtesy of Stephen F. Moran
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THE MORE 
Things Change ...

Items selected from past issues of the Winthrop Sun, The Winthrop 
Review, The Winthrop Visitor,  The Transcript and The Sun-Transcript

10 years ago
December 9, 2010
The talk of the town this 

past week has been about 
high water bills that have 
been appearing in resi-
dents’ mailboxes. Many 
residents have been com-
plaining to the local Wa-
ter Department about the 
bills and a few even took 
the time to attend a recent 
Town Council meeting to 
question the bills they’ve 
received. However, Win-
throp Public Works Direc-
tor David Hickey said this 
week that any suggestions 
that rates have been raised 
or that meters have been 
misread are off-base. The 
higher rates, according to 
Hickey, are simply due to 
a high usage during the 
billing period – July, Au-
gust and September -- for 
which the bills were sent.

The Winthrop Police 
Department is partnering 
with Bunker Hill Com-
munity College and Com-
munity Action Programs 
Inter City (CAPIC) on a 
toy donation and distribu-
tion program for Winthrop 
families. Police Chief Ter-
ence Delehanty said that 
Lee Nugent, domestic 
violence advocate for the 
WPD and an employee of 
Chelsea-based CAPIC, is 
helping to coordinate the 
program.

Six weeks after starting 
the pilot weight loss chal-
lenge program, Winthrop 
Shape-Up Showdown, 
with 24 program partici-
pants, through the efforts 
of founders Michael Mic-
cichi, Alyssa Foley, Mi-
chelle Bishop, and with 
Marc Wallerce of the Win-
throp Maket Place as an 
Advisor, has recorded its 
first success in town. On 
Sunday, November 29, 23 
participants successfully 
completed the program, 
participated in their final 
weigh-in at the Point Shir-
ley Association building 
and recorded a total of 172 
pounds lost by the entire 
group.

The King’s Speech, 
Black Swan, and The 
Tourist are playing at the 
Revere Showcase Cine-
mas.

 
20 years ago
Dec. 7, 2000
A rash of vandalism 

has struck Winthrop in re-
cent weeks, with 25 acts 
of vandalism reported 
to police in just the past 
two weeks alone, most of 
which is damage to auto-
mobiles.

Winthrop High officials 
dispute allegations of a 
lack of discipline at the 
school. Interim Asst. Prin-
cipal James Burke said 
that such charges are “de-
rogatory to the school and 
inaccurate.”

A gala 90th birthday 
party is being planned for 
well-known local resident 
E. Arthur King.

102 Dalmatians, Proof 
of Life, and Chocolat 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

30 years ago
Dec. 5, 1990
The independent au-

diting firm hired by the 
School Committee has 
concluded in its final re-
port that the anticipated 
budget deficit is not as 
large as originally had 
been feared. The auditors 
gave a worst case scenar-
io of $350,000 and a best 
case scenario of $85,000 
if cos- cutting measures 
are instituted and a grant 
from the MWRA comes 
through.

A commentary in the 
Sun Transcript suggests 
that Special Agent Coo-
per, the fictional char-
acter in the cult hit TV 
show Twin Peaks, should 
come to Winthrop to in-
vestigate the School De-
partment controversy and 
the bizarre comments by 
certain School Commit-
tee members. According 
to an article in the Boston 
Globe, the School Com-
mittee chairperson stated 
that the school deficit was 
between $500,000 and 
$750,000. Another School 
Committee member, Deb-
orah D’Avolio, questioned 
the Special Education ac-
count, stating she was un-
aware that the Special Ed. 
Department typically runs 
a deficit pending reim-
bursement from the state. 
However, Special Ed. 
Director Robert Scollins 
informed D’Avolio that 
the budget sheets that list 
the outlays by the Special 
Ed. Department have been 
given to School Commit-
tee members every year by 
him for the past 11 years.

The Civil Defense De-
partment has begun the 
excavation of the former 
bunkers at Ft. Banks with 
the intended use of the 
bunkers as a storage site 
for its equipment and also 
as a military museum.

Misery, The Rescuers 
Down Under, and Ghost 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

40 years ago
Dec. 10, 1980
There was an air of 

gloomy fellowship at 
Monday night’s meeting 
of the Board of Selectmen 
and department heads as 
they discussed the need for 
a 20 per cent reduction in 
their budgets because of 
the passage of Prop. 2 and 
1/2.

Last week’s School 
Committee meeting raised 
as many questions as it an-
swered with the variable of 
Prop. 2 and 1/2 once again 
figuring prominently in the 
discussion. School Com-
mittee member William 
Miner said that the board 
must be responsive to the 
voters and, “We must be-
gin tightening our belts 
immediately.”

The Winthrop High 
School Drama Society 
will present their fall pro-
duction of Godspell at 
the WHS music hall this 
weekend.

Broadway star Carol 
Channing sent a letter to 
Kids Curtain Call wishing 
the group good luck with 
its upcoming production of 
Hello Dolly.

Charlton Heston stars 

in The Awakening at the 
Kincade Theatre.

50 years ag o
Dec. 9, 1970
The Police Depart-

ment has reported that 
more than 500 residents 
received parking tickets 
for violating the town’s 
overnight parking ban that 
went into effect December 
1. The main purpose of the 
ban is to facilitate snow 
removal and to allow fire-
fighting apparatus to ne-
gotiate the town’s streets.

Prominent local attor-
ney Milton Band has writ-
ten a letter to the select-
men complaining about 
their issuance of a liquor 
license to the Winthrop 
Golf Club. Band states in 
his letter that operating a 
bar room at the golf club is 
not within the terms of the 
lease agreement between 
the town and the club.

Two residents of a 
Walden St. apartment 
were bound and gagged 
by three armed men who 
made off with an undis-
closed sum of cash. A sim-
ilar robbery had occurred 
earlier in the evening in 
East Boston and police 
are investigating whether 
there is a connection.

Construction of the 
hockey rink adjacent to 
Memorial Auditorium, 
which was approved by 
Town Meeting last spring, 
has been given approval 
by the state and construc-
tion is now underway.

Santa Claus is coming 
to town, twice in fact, 
once to visit all of the sick 
boys and girls in Winthrop 
at the Winthrop Commu-
nity Hospital this Sunday, 
then again on Christmas 
Eve, escorted by the Win-
throp Police and Fire De-
partments around the town 
riding a shiny new sleigh 
constructed by members 
of the Fire Dept.

The annual fair of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church 
was a huge success this 
past weekend.

Sophia Loren and 
Maurice Chevalier star in 
Breath of Scandal at the 
Winthrop Theatre.

60 years ago
Dec. 15, 1960
A record pre-winter 

snow storm dumped 13 
inches of snow on Win-
throp Sunday through 
Monday, paralyzing traf-
fic and wreaking general 
havoc. The Board of Se-
lectmen declared a state 
of emergency, forcing 
postponement of a Special 
Town Meeting, creating 
scores of minor emergen-
cies, and costing the town 
some $25,000 for snow 
removal.

Who said that the fam-
ily business has gone out 
with the gaslight? There’s 
one right here in Win-
throp, the Curtain Centre 
at 68 Woodside Ave., op-
erated by Irving and Ida 
Ectman, their son Eliot, 
and their daughter Lila.

Jane Fonda and James 
Stewart star in The Chey-
enne Social Club at the 
Winthrop Theatre.

tation funding?
• OPPOSE 67.0%
• SUPPORT 16.4%
• UNSURE 16.6%
5. If the MBTA cuts 

millions of dollars in fund-
ing from the system, are 
you CONCERNED about 
the impact it will have on 
SAFETY for riders and 
workers?

• ARE CONCERNED 
70.0%

• ARE NOT CON-

CERNED 21.8%
• UNSURE 8.3%
6. If the MBTA cuts mil-

lions of dollars in funding 
from the system, are you 
CONCERNED about the 
impact it will have on the 
ability of frontline work-
ers to get to their jobs?

• ARE CONCERNED 
75.8%

• ARE NOT CON-
CERNED 16.6%

• UNSURE 7.7%

7. If the MBTA cuts 
millions of dollars in fund-
ing from the system, are 
you CONCERNED about 
the impact it will have on 
local businesses and on a 
postpandemic economic 
recovery?

• ARE CONCERNED 
69.9%

• ARE NOT CON-
CERNED 22.0%

• UNSURE 8.1%
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Winthrop Senior 
Center News

Website: town.winthrop.ma.us/council-aging          
Email: COAReception@town.winthrop.ma.us

The Senior Center re-
mains closed to the pub-
lic at this time. If you 
need assistance, please 
call us at 617-846-8538 
(or email coareception@
town.winthrop.ma.us) 
and leave a message, as 
well as your name and 
phone number. We will do 
our best to get back to you 
in a timely manner. 

Meals on Wheels con-
tinues to operate. Resi-
dents who are in need and 
are not currently on the list 
to receive meals through 
Meals on Wheels can call 
Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices at 781-324-7705, with 
their name, phone number 
and address to be included 
in the program.

The Senior Center 
will be giving an apple 
pie to the first 100 Se-
niors to call in. The drive 
by pick up date will be 
Wednesday, December 
23 from 9am-1pm. To re-
quest a pie please call us 
(617-846-8538) and leave 
a message with your name 

and phone number. If you 
are unable to leave your 
home, let us know when 
you call for a pie. 

Senior Phone Buddy 
Program: Senior Center 
volunteers are available 
to make friendly phone 
calls to homebound se-
niors. If you, or someone 
you know would like to 
receive a call, please con-
tact the Senior Center at 
617-846-8538, or email 
COAReception@town.
winthrop.ma.us.

Exercise with Ernie 
Sarro: WCAT will pres-
ent Exercise with Ernie 
Sarro Monday – Friday at 
10:30am on Channel 3.

Subscribe to the Se-
nior Center’s monthly 
newsletter. You can now 
subscribe to receive the 
Senior Center newsletter 
via email. To sign up, go 
to www.town.winthrop.
ma.us/subscribe, enter 
your email address and se-
lect “Senior Center News-
letter” from the options. 

MSA Mortgage and Founding Principal Bob Deeb donated $4,000 to the local food recovery and community support 
organization, Mi Amore, to fund Thanksgiving meals for Winthrop families in need. The donation helped to provide boxes 
filled with turkeys and other dinner ingredients to make an entire holiday meal. Mi Amore delivered boxes to 53 families 
throughout the town. Shown here, left to right, Mi Amore co-founder Suzanne Carson, Mi Amore Board member Nicole 
Ferrara, and Deeb, a long-time Mi Amore supporter. “I care deeply about the Winthrop community,” Deeb explained. “I 
raised my children in this town and now my grandchildren. You never know when you’ll need the help of others, so we all 
must do our part. This is a special town and I’m honored to assist Mi Amore in their efforts of making life a little easier for 
those struggling. We are all in this together.”  

MSA'S BOB DEEB MAKES GENEROUS DONATION TO MI AMORE 
TO PROVIDE THANKSGIVING MEALS TO RESIDENTS

Happy HanukkahHappy Hanukkah
The gift of love, the gift of 

peace The gift of happiness…
May these be yours at 

Hanukkah.
Happy Hanukkah

Atty. Jeff turco& fAmily

Boncore
senator joe

Wishing You 
a Happy 

Hanukkah 
and a Great 

New Year
Paid Political Advertisement

Warm wishes for a Warm wishes for a 
happy hanukkahhappy hanukkah   

 DR. PAUL C. McGEE OF McGEE 
FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC

Auto Accidents  Workers Compensation
Neck Pain • Back Pain • Any Kind of Joint Pain

Specializing in Soft Tissue Injuries such as Plantarfascitis, Tendonitis
Call For a FREE initial consultation or to schedule an appointment 

617-846-4553 • www.mcgeechiropractic.com • 57 Putnam Street 
We accept Medicare and most other health plans

Speaker
 of the 
House

BOB DeLEO

Warmest Wishes for a 
Happy Hanukkah

Special to the Transcript

The following is a sum-
mary of the work complet-
ed in the Center Business 
District last week and the 
work P. Gioioso & Sons, 
Inc.  has scheduled for the 
next two weeks. Please 
note, the anticipated sched-
ule may vary due to un-
foreseen site conditions, 
weather conditions, or oth-
er factors out of the con-
tractor’s control.

Construction Updates 
and Schedule:

Work completed this 
week through December 
4:

• Removed all tempo-
rary water bypass piping 
and hosing, and continue 
site clean-up on Cottage 
Park Rd., between Som-
erset Ave. and Pleasant 
St.; and on Somerset Ave., 
between Cottage Park Rd. 
and Pleasant St.

• Completed installation 
of sewer service connec-
tions to new sewer main 
for properties on Adams 
St., between Woodside 
Ave. and Bartlett Rd.; and 

on Cottage Park Rd., be-
tween Somerset Ave. and 
Pleasant St.

• Continued installation 
of sewer service connec-
tions to new sewer main 
for properties and busi-
nesses on Bartlett Rd., 
between French Sq. and 
Adams St.; and on Somer-
set Ave., between Cottage 
Park Rd. and Pleasant St.

• Completed paving of 
various roadway and side-
walk areas on Pauline St., 
Hagman Rd., and Wood-
side Ave.

• Installed new hydrant 

on Woodside Ave., at 
Pleasant St.

• Continued construc-
tion of the new storm drain 
in the following locations:

• Woodside Ave., be-
tween French Sq. and 
Pleasant St.

• Pleasant St., at Wood-
side Ave.

• Somerset Ave., be-
tween Woodside Ave. and 
Cottage Park Rd.

• Adams St., between 
Bartlett Rd. and Williams 
St.

Two-week 
Anticipated Schedule:

1. December 7 to De-
cember 11, 2020

Continue installation of 
sewer service connections 
to new sewer main for 
properties and businesses 
on Bartlett Rd., at French 
Sq., and on Somerset Ave., 
between Cottage Park Rd. 
and Pleasant St.

Continue construction 
of the new storm drain in 
the following locations:

 i. Woodside Ave., at 
French Sq.

ii. Somerset Ave., be-
tween Woodside Ave. and 
Cottage Park Rd.

iii. Bartlett Rd., be-
tween French Sq. and Ad-
ams St.

Continue site-clean up 
within Project limits and all 
staging/stockpile areas.

2. December 14 to
December 15, 2020

Continue site-clean up 
within Project limits and all 
staging/stockpile areas. 

*All construction ac-
tivities are scheduled to 
conclude for Winter Mor-
atorium at end of workday 
on Tuesday, December 15.

Town provides project updates on work in the Center Business District

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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By Cary Shuman

By day Gabbie Izzo is 
a first-year college student 
who happens to be attend-
ing the oldest and most 
prestigious university in 
the United States.

Gabbie Izzo is also one 
of the nation’s elite figure 
skaters. The 19-year-old 
Harvard College freshman 
and Boston Latin School 
graduate is the 2019 na-
tional junior champion 
and on a track to represent 
the USA in the Winter 
Olympics.

Izzo makes the trek 
five days a week from her 
home in Brighton [her 
classes at Harvard are re-
mote-learning] to the Cro-
nin Rink in Revere to train 
in the Mitchell Johansson 
Method (MJM), an elite 
national and internation-
al figure skating program 
headed by former Swed-
ish national champion and 
1988 Olympian Peter Jo-
hansson and former Amer-
ican national champion 
and Olympic alternate 
Mark Mitchell.

“I love my coaches,” 
said Gabbie. “I think they 
push us a lot but that’s 
what we look to them for. 
They’re tough when they 
need to be, but they’re also 
super supportive in every-
thing we do, so I think 
that’s really great as well. 
Peter is wonderful and 
Mark is the guru of music 
- he’s so good with pick-
ing music for my short and 
long programs. My short 
is from The Color Purple – 
it’s “I’m Here” by Cynthia 
Erivo. My long is from the 
Broadway play, Sunset 
Boulevard, and it’s a med-
ley of music from Andrew 
Lloyd Weber.”

A rigorous, daily
 training schedule

Izzo’s immense talents 
are noteworthy in MJM 
practice sessions as the 
powerful 5-foot-3-inch 
skater soars through the 
air on her triple jumps and 
executes her spins with 
superior precision. Figure 
skating at this level pro-
duces that rare combina-
tion of athleticism, style, 
elegance, and explosive-
ness. 

As one would expect, 
being a world-caliber fig-
ure skater takes a tremen-

dous commitment. Izzo 
trains for five hours each 
day (three hours of prac-
tice on the ice, two hours 
off the ice in strength and 
stamina workouts) at the 
Revere rink.

A major break-through 
at the U.S.A. Junior 

Nationals
Izzo had her break-

through performance 
at the 2019 U.S. Figure 
Skating Championship in 
Detroit. Putting together 
a fabulous, high-energy 
program, Izzo captured 
the gold medal. At the age 
of 17, the then-Boston 
Latin student was official-
ly the best junior skater in 
the nation.

“It was something that 
I had worked toward for a 
really long time, and so to 
have that all come togeth-
er, it was great,” said Izzo. 
“Not only was I on the po-
dium, but two of my other 
training mates were also 
medalists. It was such a 
great vibe for all of us just 
to be there, and to work 
so long for it and see it 
all come into fruition was 
amazing.”

Izzo continued her 
competitive schedule in 
2019 at national and in-
ternational events. She 
received a bronze medal 
in the Senior Division In-
ternationals at the Asian 
Open in China. Because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
her schedule in 2020 has 
been limited to one com-
petition in January. She is 
now preparing for a Na-
tionals’ virtual qualifica-
tion event that will be held 
in December. “And hope-

fully nationals in January 
or February,” she said.

Olympic aspirations
As a junior national 

champion and rising star 
in the world of figure 
skating, Izzo is asked fre-
quently about her path to 
the Winter Olympics. Dr. 
Tenley Albright, a promi-
nent surgeon who attend-
ed Radcliffe College and 
Harvard Medical School, 
won an Olympic gold 
medal in 1956 in Cortina 
d’Ampezzo, Italy. Inter-
estingly, that was the last 
time Olympic figure skat-
ing was held outdoors.

Could Gabbie become 

SportsSports

nmls #1881Al Petrilli  #36732

(617) 901-5232 | al@newfed.com
#1303164   Al Petrilli Jr.

aljr@newfed.com | (617) 513-3882550 Pleasant St., Winthrop 02152 unit 109

BOOK ONLINE AT BAHBAHBOSTON.COM

Winthrop’s OwnWinthrop’s Own
BarberBarber  
RichieRichie

look your holiday best!look your holiday best!
find us @ 51 A Revere St.find us @ 51 A Revere St.

Mon-Fri: 8-6pm   Sat: 8-3pmMon-Fri: 8-6pm   Sat: 8-3pm

GREAT STOCKING STUFFER!

GIFT 
CARDS AVAILABLE

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12TH, THROUGH WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 16TH, 2020

Gold Medal Flour 5lb bag .................. 2/$4.00
(ex organic)

Campbell's Gravy ............................10/$10.00
Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice 64oz .2/$5.00
Prince Pasta ....................................10/$10.00
Classico Pasta Sauce ........................ 2/$3.00
Kitchen Basics Stocks ..................... 2/$4.00
Tuttorosso Canned Tomatoes .....10/$10.00
Green Giant Canned Vegetables ..... 3/$2.00

(ex 3-bean & asparagus)
Starbucks K-Cups .................................. $6.99 
Heinz Gravies ...................................... 2/$3.00
Stove Top Stuffing ............................. 2/$3.00
Betty Crocker Frosting ..................... 2/$3.00
Betty Crocker Cake Mixes .................4/$5.00
Ocean Spray Cranberry Sauce ......... 2/$3.00
Vlasic Pickles ...................................... 2/$4.00
Progresso Bread Crumbs ..................4/$5.00
Cool Whip .........................................10/$10.00
Green Giant Steamers .................10/$10.00
Pepperidge Farm Layer Cakes .......... 2/$6.00
Lenders Bagels ................................... 2/$3.00
Birds Eye Steam Fresh Vegetables 2/$4.00
Southland Squash and Turnip .......... 2/$4.00
Maria Cavatelli .....................................4/$5.00
Cracker Barrel Cheese ........................2/$5.00
Tropicana Orange Juice 52oz ...........2/$5.00
Land O Lakes Butter Quarters ........ 2/$6.00
Pillsbury Cinnamon Rolls ................... 2/$4.00
Pillsbury Cookies .................................2/$5.00
Pillsbury Pie Crust ..............................2/$5.00
Dragone Ricotta 2lb ............................... $3.99
Hood Sour Cream 16oz .................... 2/$3.00

Krakus Imported Polish Ham ............ $6.99/lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad .............. $6.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ..........................$7.99/lb
Best Yet Corned Beef ....................... $6.99/lb
Great Lakes American Cheese ........ $3.99/lb
Best Yet Oven Roasted Turkey Breast $5.99/lb
Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad ..$6.49/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Produce
Tropical Golden Large Pineapples ......... $2.99 
California Halo Clementines 3lb bag .....$4.99
Natures Finest All Purpose 
Russet Potatoes  5 lb bag ................ 2/$5.00
North Carolina Sweet Golden Yams ... 89¢/lb
Dole Fresh Celery Hearts .................. 2/$4.00
Fresh Italian Parsley ....................................79¢ 
Ocean Spray Fresh Cranberries  
12 oz bag .................................................. $1.99 
California Sweet and Crunchy Premium 
Seedless Grapes .............................................$1.99/lb
Butternut Squash .................................. 69¢/lb

Bakery
Blonde Brownies 4pack .........................$3.99 
Hamburger Rolls 4pack ........................ $2.89 
Eclairs .......................................................$3.59 
Muffintown Cornbread ........................... $2.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

London Broil Shoulder Steaks ........ $3.99/lb
Boneless Center Cut Pork Chops ... $1.99/lb
Chicken Drumsticks..............................89¢/lb
Chicken Thighs Bone-In .........................89¢/lb
Tyson Bacon .....................................2/$11.00
Bob Evans Side Dishes ......................2/$7.00
Al Fresco Breakfast Patties ........... 2/$6.00
Beyond Breakfast Sausage ............ 2/$8.00

Family Pack Specials

TRAVEL YOUTH BASKETBALL LEAGUE WILL BEGIN IN JANUARY
Winthrop Parks and 

Recreation Director Sean 
Driscoll has announced 
that the Youth Basketball 

Travel League will begin 
its season in January.

“We had a great turn-
out for registration from 
fourth grade to eighth 
grade, both boys and 
girls,” said Driscoll. “It 
looks like we’ll be fielding 
9-10 teams and playing an 
abbreviated schedule.”

Driscoll conducted a 
pre-season instruction-
al basketball clinic for 
players Wednesday at the 
former Winthrop Middle 
School gymnasium.

“We look forward to 
getting the season with no 
stoppages,” said Driscoll, 
adding that the league will 
follow all COVID-19 so-
cial distancing protocols.

Shown above, Win-
throp youth basket-
ball players work 
on their defensive 
stances at the clinic.

Shown to the right, 
Winthrop youth 
basketball players re-
ceived instruction at 
the preseason clinic 
Wednesday.

A Winthrop youth basketball plater dribbles his way to-
ward the hoop during an offensive drill at the instructional 
clinic.

CRIMSON AND GOLD
Harvard freshman, Olympic hopeful Gabbie Izzo 

trains at the Cronin Rink

See IZZO Page 10

Gabbie Izzo performs her 
long program at the U.S. 
Figure Skating Champion-
hips in Detroit where she 
won the gold medal in the 
Junior Ladies Division. Izzo 
is training in the Mitchell 
Johansson Method at the 
Cronin Rink in Revere.



Page 8 The Winthrop Sun Transcript • Thursday, December 10, 2020 Email: editor@winthroptranscript.com

Join Us in sharing 
photos of your Furry 

Friends in their
Christmas best!

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

But the Holiday But the Holiday 
Spirit is alive & well!Spirit is alive & well!

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year

Last Sunday, Winthrop 
Police and Fire with assis-
tance from the Winthrop 
Police Explorers, hosted a 
Toy Drive Thru and Drop 
Off,  adhering to Covid 
19 regulations, and the 
outpouring from the com-
munity was astounding!  
While a fun atmosphere 
was provided which in-
cluding holiday music, 
blow-ups, hot chocolate 
and yes, Santa himself, 
it was the residents who 
were the true stars of the 
show.   It’s understood 
that with the ongoing pan-

demic, many families are 
struggling, and people of 
the town stepped up to 
ensure that kids can enjoy 
the spirit of the season.

 If you are a family expe-
riencing need this season, 
please email Lt. Stephen 
Rogers at (SRogers@
Town.winthrop.ma.us ) 
or Officer Samantha Pe-
tersen (SPetersen@Town.
winthrop.ma.us ).  Please 
include your children’s 
ages, gender, and a parent/
guardian’s address and 
phone number.  All emails 
are confidential.  

WINTHROP POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS HOLD TOY DRIVE-THRU AND DROP OFF

Members of the Winthrop Police and Fire Departments with Santa and members of the Winthrop Police Explorers pro-
gram.One small resident hands Santa a dump truck for the toy 

drive.

The members of the community who stopped by the Toy Drive were lucky enough to get a photo with the big man him-
self, St. Nick. A special thank you to Santa and those who came out from the community to make it a success.

ry in the Junior Nationals. 
Gabbie is on the top tier of 
the MJM skaters training 
in Revere and aspiring to 
compete to the Olympics. 

“Gabbie did very well in-
ternationally last year,” said 
Johansson. “She’s started 
college and trying to man-
age college with skating, 
and she’s working hard.”

John Carroll, arena man-
ager at Cronin Rink, has 
been impressed by Izzo’s 
personable, humble man-
ner and the incredible work 
ethic of all the MJM skaters 
training at the rink.

“Every day it’s a privi-
lege and honor to be able to 
see this level of talent and 
to have some small piece in 
contributing to the careers 
of these amazing skaters 
such as Gabbie Izzo, who 
are going to travel the world 
and represent our country,” 
said Carroll.

Enjoying her first 
year at Harvard

Izzo said while she’s 
participating in her col-
lege classes online due to 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic, she’s enjoying her first 
year of studies.

“Harvard has done such 
a good job over Zoom and 
online and I really love the 
school,” said Izzo, who has 
met many of her classmates 
despite living a few miles 
away from Harvard Yard.

Making a large
 financial commitment
Figure skating at the 

elite level requires a siz-
able financial investment 
from a family. Through 
U.S. Figure Skating schol-
arships and the support of 
her parents, John and Eli-
ana Izzo, Gabbie is being 
coached by the best and 
able to pursue the highest 
goals in the sport.

“My parents have been 
super supportive,” said 
Izzo. “My mom is a med-
ical interpreter and works 
two full-time jobs. My 
dad is a grant writer for 
Forsyth Institute. There 
are other opportunities for 
scholarships, but it’s been 
a constant work in prog-
ress to pay for this.” 

Gabbie has an older 
brother, David, who grad-
uated from Boston Latin 
School and is a student at 
Bentley University.

Asked which figure 
skater she admires the 
most for her contributions 
to the sport, Gabbie re-
plied, “I personally love 
Yuna Kim (South Korea), 
the 2010 Olympic cham-
pion and the 2014 silver 
medalist. I think she just 
embodies everything that 
figure skating should be. 
She was graceful. Her 
jumps were huge. She was 
powerful. I love her.”

Do not be surprised one 
bit if young athletes na-
tionwide will be looking 
to Gabbie Izzo as their in-
spiration one day soon.

the second woman of Har-
vard to bring home the 
gold?

“I prefer to take it day 

by day,” said Izzo. “Peo-
ple always ask me that and 
I’m never super explic-
it about it because I just 

want to take the sport as 
far as I can and then we’ll 
see where it goes from 
there.”

Peter Johansson said 
Gabbie has performed well 
in international events fol-
lowing her smashing victo-

Izzo // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7
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John Anthony Zankow-
ski , a lifelong resident of 
Revere, was taken from us 
too soon at the age of 59.  
John passed away unex-
pectedly on December 3, 
2020.  

John will be forever re-
membered as the young-
est, loving, and special 
child of the late Anthony 
A. and Dolores A. (Ce-
cere/DiGiulio) Zankow-
ski.  John was a beloved 
brother to the late Denise 
(Zankowski) Winter and 
her late husband. Edward, 
and sisters Darlene (Zan-
kowski) O’Keefe and hus-
band. Thomas, and Do-
reen M. Zankowski, Esq. 
and her partner, Billie Jean 
Potter.  He leaves behind 
his beloved nieces, Kim-
berly Winter, Tara Diefen-
bach (Paul), Tina Gongas 
(William), and nephew 
Daniel Winter (Kenneth 
Holgersen).  John was 
great uncle to Mia Mc-
Lean, Lucas and Alexia 
Gongas and Thomas and 
Declan Diefenbach.  He 
leaves behind many cous-
ins who love him.  

John was special in-
deed.  His early life in-
cluded his enrollment in 
the prestigious May In-
stitute in Chatham, MA, 
where he lived away from 
his family at great angst to 
his parents and siblings.  
At the May Institute, he 
thrived and overcame 
many of life’s obstacles 
from autism.  Upon re-
turning home, John was 
forever cared for by his 

family. He was a very fun-
ny guy and could surprise 
those around him with 
some salty talk and funny 
expressions.  John’s perso-
na created a sense of love, 
duty, honor, and empathy 
in his family.  His sisters 
always felt a duty to pro-
tect him, include him in 
their activities, and make 
sure he was loved and un-
derstood.  He will be for-
ever remembered.  He is 
with his mother, father and 
sister now, and at peace.  

A Funeral Mass will be 
celebrated at St. Antho-
ny’s Church. 250 Revere 
St, Revere today, Thurs-
day, December 10 at 11 
a.m. everyone meet direct-
ly at church.  (Names and 
temperatures will be taken 
upon entrance).  Interment 
at Holy Cross Cemetery.  
In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in 
John’s name to  the May 
Institute, 41 Pacella Drive, 
Randolph, MA 02368 and 
designate the Revere May 
Facility as the beneficia-
ry or at MayInstitute.org.  
For guest book please vis-
it www.buonfiglio.com.

Robert M. 
M c D u f f e e , 
88, of Win-
throp passed 
away on De-

cember 2. 
Robert was a U.S. Navy 

veteran of the Korean War 
serving from 1951-1955. 
Prior to his retirement, 
Robert worked for the for-
mer New England Tele-
phone Company in the 
repair and maintenance 
department. He enjoyed 
playing golf and watch-
ing all the different pro-
fessional and local sports 
teams. 

Robert was the beloved 
husband of Marion J. 
(Colby) McDuffee. Born 
in Medford, he was the 
cherished son of the late 
George F. and Jennie M. 
(Bartlett) McDuffee. Rob-
ert was the devoted father 
of Lynn McDuffee Giulia-
no Berry of Ovideo, Fla., 
Deborah McDuffee and 
Donna Infantino, both of 
Winthrop, Diane McDuf-
fee of Dover, N.H., Rob-
ert R. McDuffee and his 
wife, Kristen of Winthrop 
and Denise Usseglio of 
Goffstown, N.H. and the 
late Michael McDuffee 
and his surviving wife, 
Joanne of Winthrop; the 
adored grandfather of Rob 
Giulano, Lindsay Ruoc-
co, Michael and Saman-
tha McDuffee, Sarah and 
Keith McNeff, Jennifer 

Keefe and Edward Infan-
tino, Nicole Miller, Rob-
ert, Kimberly, Elizabeth 
and Erin McDuffee and 
John and Ashley Usseg-
lio. He was also the lov-
ing great-grandfather of 
16. Robert was the dear 
brother of the late George 
McDuffee. 

A Funeral Mass will 
be celebrated in St. John 
the Evangelist Church 
320 Winthrop St., Win-
throp, today, Thursday, 
December 10, at 11:30 
a.m. Please go directly to 
church. Interment will fol-
low in Winthrop Cemetery 
(Belle Isle Section). In lieu 
of flowers, donations in 
his memory can be made 
to the Viking Pride Foun-
dation Inc. 

PO Box 520037 Win-
throp, MA 02152. Funeral 
arrangements are from the 
Maurice W. Kirby Funeral 
Home, 210 Winthrop St., 
Winthrop. To sign Rob-
ert’s guestbook, please 
visit www.mauricekirby-
fh.com.

Salvatore F. Spinale, 
beloved husband of Joan 
(Lombard) Spinale, fa-
ther of the late Steven F. 
Spinale, son of the late 
Francesco and Rosaria 
Spinale and brother of the 
late Connie Solferino and 
Virginia Spinale, died on 
December 2.

He was a member of the 
Boston Police Department 

for 43 years and the recip-
ient of the Carnegie Medal 
of Honor.

A private burial in Win-
throp will be held at a later 
date. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital, 501 
St. Jude Place, Memphis, 
TN 38105 

Funeral arrangements 
entrusted to Hodges, Kis-
er, Ft. Myers, Florida.

John “Jacky” Connolly 
of Revere passed away on 
December 2 at the age of 
69.  

Jack loved the beach 
(Rocky Beach) and was re-
ferred to as Weaser by his 
Beachmont friends.  He 
will be sorely missed by 
all who knew him.  Jacky 
was a longtime composi-
tor with the Malden Eve-
ning News.  

Born in Boston on 
April 8, 1951 to the late 
Thomas and Marguerite 
“Peggy” (Chandler), he 
was the devoted father of 
Christopher Connolly and 
his wife, Melanie of Win-
throp, cherished grandfa-
ther of Brianna, Michaela, 
and Victoria, dear brother 
of Thomas Connolly and 
his wife, Mary of Win-
throp, Judith McGhee and 
her husband, William of 
Harwich port, and Robert 
Connolly Sr. and his wife, 
Susan of Revere.  He is 
also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews.  

Due to the current 
spike in COVID-19, the 
guidelines issued by the 
Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts and local of-
ficials, funeral services 
will be privately held for 
the immediate family un-
der the direction of Paul 
Bounfiglio & Sons - Bru-
no Funeral Home, 128 Re-
vere Street, Revere, MA 
02151.  Interment Wood-
lawn Cemetery.  In lieu of 
flowers donations may be 
made to the M.S.P.C.A, 
Angel, 350 S. Huntington 
Ave, Boston, MA 02130 
or at mspca.org.  For guest 
book please visit www.
buonfiglio.com.

John A. MacDonald of 
Winthrop passed away 
peacefully surrounded by 
his loving family on Fri-
day, December 4 at the 
age of 71. 

John was a past mem-
ber of Laborers Local #22 
and a Boston Cab Driver 
for over 40 years. 

The beloved husband of 
Madeline (Shand) Mac-
Donald, he was the devot-
ed father of Frank Forsyth, 
John MacDonald, Made-
line Forsyth and the late 
Gina Forsyth and James 
MacDonald; dear broth-
er of Emilia Ambroult 
and her husband, Charlie, 
Duncan MacDonald and 
his wife, Debbie, Virginia 
Hitaffer, Graham Mac-

Donald and Tammy Mac-
Donald; adored grand-
father of Philip, Joseph, 
Haylee, Frankie, Danny, 
Farah, Giovanna, Jacob 
and Isabella and cherished 
great grandfather of Lilly, 
Gianna and Mia. He is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends 
will honor John’s life by 
gathering for a graveside 
service on Monday, De-
cember 14 at 1 p.m. at 
Winthrop Cemetery (Belle 
Isle Section).  Face cov-
erings are required to be 
worn and social distanc-
ing measures are encour-
aged. For more informa-
tion: www.ruggieromh.
com

OBITUARIES

IT COSTS NO MORE TO HAVE.........

MAURICE W. KIRBY

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
• COMPARE OUR PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS
• SPACIOUS PARKING AREA 
• SERVING ALL FAITHS

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

(617) 846-0909
210 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP
WWW.MAURICEKIRBYFH.COM
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All types of services
for all types of people.

Some people prefer traditional funeral 
services. Others prefer cremation. 

Some want an elaborate ceremony. 
Then there are others who don’t 
want any ceremony at all. When 
it comes to funerals, there are 
as many options as there are 

people. And we take pride in 
being able to say we offer them all.

(617) 846-8700
www.CaggianoFuneralHome.com. 

www.CremationsbyCaggianoFH.com

Caggiano
FUNERAL HOME

147 Winthrop Street • Winthrop, Massachusetts 02152
Telephone: 617-846-8700 Fax: 617-846-8701

www.caggianofuneralhome.com

John MacDonald
Longtime Boston Cab Driver

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden
Amy Torf  Golden

Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)
M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

To place  memoriam in the Win-
throp Transcript, 

OBITUARIES
Effective Jan. 1, 2021

All obituaries and death notices 
will be at a cost of 
$150.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit.  
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

John Anthony Zankowski
He will be forever remembered

Robert McDuffee
NE Tel & Tel retiree

Salvatore Spinale
Boston Police Dept. retiree and Carnegie 

Medal of Honor recipient

John "Jack" Connolly
Longtime Malden evening news compositor

Amy T. Gallagher 
(Miss G.) passed away 
unexpectedly on Monday, 
November 30.

A lifelong resident of 
Winthrop,  she was the 
cherished daughter of 
William J. and Mary T. 
(McGillycuddy) Galla-
gher, loving sister of Ju-
dith M. Teixeira and her 
husband, Timothy, Kath-
erine B. Hubert and her 
husband, Daniel, Ellen 
M. Baxter and her hus-
band, Mark and James P. 
Gallagher and his partner, 
Mary Beth Hetherton. She 
was the devoted aunt of 
Mark and his partner, Ra-
chel and James (Baxter), 
Katherine, Mary and Pat-
rick (Teixeira), Billy and 
Bobby (Hubert), Jaclyn 
and her partner. Erik, Billy 
and Carolyn (Hetherton). 
She is also survived by 
her uncle Walter Mahoney 
and also by her aunt Ei-
leen McGillicuddy with 
whom she traveled to Ire-
land and enjoyed the trip 
of a lifetime. Amy is also 
survived by her extended 
family and countless close 
friends.

She was a proud grad-
uate of Winthrop High 
School, Class of 1983. 
Amy was the heart and 
soul of Winthrop Public 
Schools serving for over 
10 years as a Winthrop 
Middle School ESP. She 
was named Queen of the 
Café by the WHS Post 
Graduates. Amy was 
WMS Stuco advisor, co-
Quiz Bowl advisor, Spell-
ing Bee co-chair, and 
Winthrop Teachers Asso-
ciation PR officer.

Prior to her WPS ca-
reer, Amy began her em-
ployment at Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace and Quincy 
Market for over 37 years 
managing Sports Etc., The 
Brearley Collection and 
The Leather Shop.

Amy was a devout 
Catholic who ran the St. 
John’s Breakfast with 
Santa for several years. 
She was a board member 
of St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety, and past member 

of the Winthrop Catholic 
Women’s Club. Amy was 
a longtime volunteer of 
Winthrop Viking Football.

Amy led an incredibly 
full life, but above all else, 
treasured family time at 
West Yarmouth, Cape Cod 
and the circle at Seagull 
Beach, loved watching 
the Red Sox, especially 
her beloved Big Papi. She 
treasured her twice dai-
ly walks, enjoying “The 
Landing” and Belle Isle.

Her many activities 
included helping run the 
Winthrop Food Pantry 
during the pandemic, unit-
ing the town in its time of 
need, cooking, crafting 
and celebrating all of the 
holidays with family and 
friends.

Her favorite motto was 
“Kindness matters”. Amy 
would never let anyone go 
without.

It was her goal to make 
sure every 8th grader at 
WMS be able to go to 
Washington, D.C. The 
family kindly asks that 
if you wish to honor her 
memory, to donate to the 
Miss G Memorial Wash-
ington D.C. Scholarship 
Fund c/o Webster First 
Federal Credit Union, 15 
Woodside Ave. Winthrop, 
MA 02152 or via venmo 
@MISSGDC. There will 
be a memorial celebration 
for Amy in the spring.

Family and friends are 
cordially invited to at-
tend the Funeral Mass in 
St. John the Evangelist 
Church, 320 Winthrop St., 
Winthrop on Tuesday, De-
cember 15 at 11 a.m. Ser-
vices will conclude with 
the interment in the Cross 
Street section of Winthrop 
Cemetery.

*Attendees must wear 
masks and maintain social 
distancing in the church 
and at the cemetery*

To sign the online 
guestbook, go to  www.
caggianofunralhome.com.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of the Cag-
giano-O'Maley-Frazier 
Funeral Home, Winthrop.

Amy Gallagher
Her favorite motto was 'Kindness Matters'
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CHELSEA EATS 
PROGRAM ROLLS 
OUT

CHELSEA - The 
Chelsea Eats debit card 
program – one of the first 
such municipal programs 
in the nation - has been 
nearly fully deployed 
for those who won the 
chance in the lottery 
last month, that allowed 
2,000 residents to get 
a set amount loaded on 
their new cards every 
month through March.

After a number of lo-
gistical issues that had 
to be ironed out, City 
Manager Tom Ambrosi-
no said the Chelsea Eats 
program started in ear-
nest last week just be-
fore Thanksgiving, when 
the first amount was de-
posited onto the cards. 
The cards are procured 
through a Visa provider 
and can be used at any 
store in the region.

“We distributed the 
cards to residents at City 
Hall the week before 
Thanksgiving,” he said. 
“We distributed about 
1,500 cards of the 2,000 
cards that we announced 
to lottery winners. We 
loaded that batch of cards 
with the first installment 
of money on the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving and 
so far everything is going 
well.”

The City has commit-
ted to funding the first 
two months, including 
last Tuesday’s money 
and another loading in 
December before Christ-
mas. Meanwhile, two 
donors have submitted 
large donations to the 
City to fund the months 
of January and February.

“That should get peo-
ple to the end of March 
and hopefully there is 
a vaccine and everyone 
is able and everyone is 

back to work,” he said. 
The donations came 

from the Shah Family 
Foundation and the Unit-
ed Way, both of which 
like the idea of Universal 
Basic Income. Ambrosi-
no said he isn’t so much 
interested in that, but 
says it could help them 
secure more funding for 
beyond March.

“It’s possible we could 
get more donations for 
that concept, but for now 
we can get people to 
March,” he added.

The card is provid-
ed by Prepaid Expense 
Card Solutions, Inc. out 
of New York, and they 
have been a good part-
ner with the City on this 
trailblazing program. He 
said the City would incur 
less than $10,000 in fees 
for the program, which 
officially can go until 
June 30, 2021 if there is 
funding.

Those who have the 
card get a set amount 
based on family size, 
Ambrosino said. Those 
with three or more in a 
family get $400 per load, 
two in a family get $300 
and a single person gets 
$200.

The lottery was weight-
ed to favor those who 
had more children, who 
were elderly, disabled, 
veterans or were in deep 
poverty. There was also a 
check for those who were 
already receiving state or 
federal public assistance. 
No one qualified unless 
they were under 100 per-
cent of the federal pover-
ty line, which is about 30 
percent of AMI in Great-
er Boston.

Ambrosino said there 
are about 500 cards that 
weren’t picked up and 
they have reached out 
to those individuals, but 
their contact informa-

tion isn’t helping. Letters 
have gone out, but it is 
assumed many moved 
on since the application 
period last August. Any-
one not living in Chelsea 
does not qualify for the 
program.

CITY COUNCIL 
SETS TAX RATE

CHELSEA - The Chel-
sea City Council took ev-
ery measure in protecting 
homeowners with rising 
tax bills in setting the tax 
rate at its regular meeting 
– but did so with a warn-
ing that next year those 
tools won’t be in the 
toolbox if people are still 
struggling with the fall-
out from the pandemic.

The Council applied 
the maximum commer-
cial shift of 175 percent 
to commercial property 
and away from residen-
tial property in an 11-0 
vote, a move allowed by 
law and applied virtually 
every year.

That said, Council 
President Roy Avellane-
da reminded everyone 
that this usual shift does 
create a hardship for 
small business owners 
– particularly this year 
when stores and com-
mercial offices are sitting 
vacant at higher rates.

“I want us to all be 
cognizant this shift does 
unfairly burden the small 
commercial owners,” he 
said. “I think of Made-
lyn Garcia who bought 
a commercial building 
in Cary Square and has 
$20,000 worth of tax-
es. To overcome that 
tax burden means you’ll 
need to make 10 times 
that amount in revenue. 
She has to get $200,000 
in revenue to get that. It’s 
easy to shift to the com-
mercial side, but we have 
to think about being fair 

to the small guy as well 
as the homeowner.”

As well, the Coun-
cil voted 11-0 to set the 
owner-occupant residen-
tial tax exemption at 35 
percent – a rise of five 
percent and higher than 
the City had planned for. 
The City had been care-
fully rolling out that tax 
savings over five years 
and was expected to go 
to 32 percent this year, 
and 35 percent next year.

However, City Manag-
er Tom Ambrosino said 
he recommended the 35 
percent owner-occupant 
fee so that residents could 
have maximum savings 
during this difficult time 
in Chelsea.

“The maximum 
amount we can give is 35 
percent and over the time 
I’ve been on the Council 

we’ve upped it consis-
tently,” said Councilor 
Damali Vidot. “Howev-
er, after we apply this one 
there is no more room 
left to give any higher 
tax breaks. I want to urge 
this administration to do 
what it can. We’re car-
rying burdens right now 
that, quite frankly, no 
municipality should have 
to carry. At this point, 
we’ve exhausted all the 
tools in the toolbox.”

That program erases 
35 percent of the value of 
a residential property that 
is owner occupied, up to 
a three-family home. 
That results in substan-
tial savings on the tax bill 
for those homeowners 
occupying their homes in 
Chelsea.

That 35 percent, as 
Vidot said, is the maxi-
mum amount allowed by 
state law, a law that was 
changed in Chelsea’s fa-
vor some years ago by 
Avellaneda. He said that 
effort was a second go-
around for the savings, 
and he had tried previ-
ously with former Coun-
cilor Stan Troisi and they 
were rejected at the State 
House.

He said it was a “spe-
cial moment” to be able 
to have that savings to 
give, and thanked Troisi 
for getting the ball roll-
ing so many years ago

With all savings ap-
plied and shifted, the res-
idential tax rate was set at 
$13.62 per $1,000 of val-
ue. The commercial rate 
came in at $26.65.

The largest tax in-
crease is expected to 
hit two-family and 
three-family homeown-
ers this year.

The Council has been 
submitted a request from 
Ambrosino to transfer 
$750,000 into the new 
Homeowner Stabiliza-
tion Fund to help those 
with increasing resi-
dential taxes to get as-
sistance. That program 
would likely roll out in 
January, and the Council 
is set to vote on the trans-
fer at the Dec. 14 meet-
ing. They are expected to 
approve it.

•GETTING THE 
VALUES RIGHT

One of the main issues 
on Monday night, and 
back to last year, was the 
questions raised by Avel-
laneda, Vidot and Coun-
cilor Giovanni Recupero 
about the valuations of 
multi-unit buildings of 
eight units or more.

Avellaneda has consis-
tently said those larger 

buildings are underval-
ued in his estimation, and 
Vidot and Recupero have 
agreed with that. 

“Those values are not 
up to the proper val-
ue in my opinion com-
pared to how well they 
do on smaller proper-
ties,” he said. “We have 
to no disagreement with 
how they value singles, 
two-families, condos and 
three-families. But we 
feel there is a lot of catch-
ing up to do with the oth-
ers. That under-valuation 
puts an unfair burden on 
the smaller residential 
properties.”

Vidot also stressed that 
she would like the Asses-
sor’s Department to look 
to an outside consultant 
or find a way to address 
these values.

“We have to make sure 
these bigger commercial 
buildings are being held 
accountable and paying 
their fair share so the 
burden is not on our res-
idential or small business 
owners,” she said. “We 
don’t have any more to 
give.”

Avellaneda said he 
would like to see a con-
sultant brought on this 
year, particularly after 
Ambrosino announces 
the hiring of a new per-
manent City Assessor in 
the coming months.

“The clock starts tick-
ing today for the Asses-
sor’s to do a better job 
with these identified 
properties in that sector 
so we don’t have this 
problem next year,” he 
said.

Ambrosino said they 
would be paying clos-
er attention next year to 
those values.

“I think that will be 
the focus of attention in 
the next year,” he said. 
“We’re in the process of 
naming a new Chair of 
the Board of Assessors. 
That will be the top pri-
ority for that new per-
son. When we present a 
tax rate next November 
I hope we can say with 
confidence those values 
are accurate.”

COUNCILOR 
NAPOLITANO 
RESIGNS FROM SEAT

EVERETT - Coun-
cilor Peter Napolitano 
confirmed late Tuesday 
that he has submitted his 
letter of resignation from 
the City Council, and 
will apply for the recent-
ly-opened Assistant City 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 
Let us get your holiday message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our December editions: 

Many of our readers 
will find themselves 

celebrating the Holidays 
from their own 
homes safely.

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
CelebrateCelebrate

holiday events | special services
gifts & goodies

EVERETT’S ST. THERESE’S COMES DOWN

The demolition of the St. Therese’s Church campus on Broadway and Gledhill has begun 
over the last several weeks, and Tuesday night marked the first public meeting on the plan 
now that construction has gotten underway. The Neighborhood Developers (TND) plans 
to develop a 77-unit senior affordable building on the site with a health center located at 
the ground floor. There will also be workforce home ownership opportunities developed 
on Gledhill Avenue as part of the project. The online meeting was the first of what is ex-
pected to be several meetings prior to the building construction kicking off in the spring 
after the site has been cleared.
St. Therese Church was the site of perhaps the longest vigil in the Archdiocese of Boston 
when it’s closure was announced in the early 2000s. Dedicated parishioners occupied the 
church come what may for more than 1,000 days to keep it going and keep it open before 
eventually conceding.

See METRO NEWS Page 11
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BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
M&P Realty LLC Johnson FT            121 Cottage Park Rd           $475,000
DaCosta, Joao P           Falasca, Linda A 100 Governors Dr #16      $285,500
Vasquez-Tejada, Leidy J Bytyqi, Sylejman 1100 Governors Dr #23        $320,000
Macdonald, Edwin T    Nichols 2015 FT         7 Paine St                    $687,500
Haroules, Stephanie Foley, Felecia      142 Pleasant St #16         $405,000
Conley, Jamie Iapicca, Michele 93 Putnam St                  $385,000
Bytyqi, Sanije         Mary K Mazzone IRT     115 Sagamore Ave            $900,000

Real Estate Transfers

HIGHLANDGROUP@COMPASS.COM
617.846.8000
75 CREST AVE, WINTHROP, MA
126 NEWBURY STREET, BOSTON, MA

JIM POLINO – ELIZABETH POLINO
JAMES POLINO – JONATHAN POLINO
SHARON TALLENT – ATIYEH CASSIDY
VIRGINIA BROWN – CHRISSY D’AMBROSIO
ANDRES RAMIREZ – DAVID TALLENT

Buying or selling, 
ask us about Compass 

Coming Soon and 
Compass Concierge

AT THE HIGHLAND GROUP 
IT’S ALWAYS ABOUT YOU!

Clerk position.
“I have submitted my 

resignation and plan on 
issuing a statement in my 
own words addressing 
the situation this week,” 
he said. “I’m confident 
where I stand with the 
City and I’m more than 
ready to do the job and 
have a great working 
relationship with (City 
Clerk) Sergio Cornelio. 
I’ve lived in Everett 63 
years and I’m not ready 
to go away. I’m anxious 
to continue to be of ser-
vice.”

Napolitano said it was 
time to take a new direc-
tion, and that was partic-
ularly made clear after he 
and his entire family be-
came ill with COVID-19 
in October. He said that 
was a deciding moment, 
and after 20 years on the 
Council he was ready to 
make a change.

As of the close of busi-
ness on Tuesday, he was 
no longer a councilor, 
which he said was tough 
to grasp after so many 
years. Napolitano was 
often controversial on 
the Council and was the 
one that made the biggest 
push to change the City 
Charter and get away 
from the bi-cameral sys-
tem. He said he had to 
announce the resignation 
at this time in order to 
be out of office 30 days, 
which is required before 
applying for a City job.

OWENS MOVERS 
SELLS BUILDING

EVERETT - The 
longtime Owens Mov-
ers company has sold its 
building in the Commer-
cial Triangle area of the 
city recently to Boston 
commercial real estate 
company Oliver Street 
Capital.

The transaction for 
44-48 Garden St. came 
in at $15 million for the 
property, which has been 
in the Owens family for 
years and leases to the 
scene shop for the Hun-
tington Theatre Compa-
ny – among others.

Eddie Owens Jr., chief 
financial officer of the 
company, did not return a 
phone call from the Inde-
pendent for comment.

Oliver Street Capital 
was founded in down-
town Boston in 2014 by 
Jonathan Hyde and Jon-
athan O’Donnell. Their 
company strategy is “a 
value based real estate 
investment manager fo-
cused on acquiring and 
managing high quality 
commercial and residen-
tial real estate invest-
ments.”

Neither Hyde nor 
O’Donnell returned 
e-mails seeking com-
ment on the purchase 
of the Owens Business 
Center.

The property has on-
going leases and it could 
be possible Oliver Street 
only intends to take an 
income investing ap-
proach to managing and 
operating the existing 
tenants. However, the 
area is rapidly chang-
ing and has seen several 
long-time industrial and/
or commercial uses flip 
to residential or office. 
Research and Develop-
ment is also a target for 
City Planners in the area, 
while the old industrial 
uses are now being dis-
couraged under the 2019 
Commercial Triangle 
Redevelopment Plan.

Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
said he was encouraged 
by the sale and others 
that share his enthusiasm 
for the area.

“I am excited to see 
developers sharing my 
enthusiasm for the future 
development of the Com-
mercial Triangle Area,” 
he said. “I appreciate 
the commitment that 
long standing businesses 
such as Owens Movers 
have made to Everett 
and certainly hope that 
these deals are mutually 
beneficial to all parties. 
The changes that will be 
taking place in this part 
of our City will present 
new and different op-
portunities for economic 
growth. I look forward 
to these new develop-
ment opportunities and 
appreciate the increasing 
recognition of Everett as 
a place where residents 
and businesses can grow 
and thrive.”

In February, the Mas-
sachusetts Gaming Com-
mission (MGC) honored 
the Owens family at their 
regular meeting in a spot-
light on vendors who had 
benefitted from the ca-
sino introduction to the 
state. 

Eddie Owens Jr. and 
Ed Owens both appeared 
and told the story of their 
company, which includes 
Henry Owens Jr. making 
the rare move in 1927 
as a black man to open 
his own major moving 
company. Soon, they had 
become one of the top 
companies in the Bos-
ton area, and Ed Owens 
expanded the company 
when he took over to in-
clude more commercial 
accounts such as Raythe-
on and others.

The company had 
been located in Everett 
for decades and recent-
ly had found success in 
working for Encore Bos-
ton Harbor, and also in 
leasing out portions of 
their facility to organiza-
tions like the Huntington 
Theatre Company.

PLANS FOR PIERS 
PARK PHASE III 
DISCUSSED 

East Boston  - Two 
years ago, the Massachu-
setts Trustees of Reserva-
tion (MTR) submitted the 
only bid to Massport’s 
call for a private/public 
partner to come forward 
and help fund the design 
and construction of Piers 
Park Phase III. 

The dilapidated pier 
adjacent to Massport’s 
award-winning Piers 
Park and the future Piers 
Park Phase II is being 
eyed by Massport as the 
future site of a third wa-
terfront park.

Last week, MTR’s 
Nick Black and Amy Ey-
natian briefed residents 
on where Massport and 
the MTR are in the pro-
cess. 

“We’re going around 
talking to a number of 
neighborhood associa-
tions about our plans,” 
said Black. “The reason 
why we’re here tonight is 
an effort that we’ve been 
working on for about 
three or four years now 
to do something differ-
ent and create something 
new within the City of 
Boston. What we’re re-
ally trying to do is create 
a network of green pub-
lic open space that is an 
iconic world class type 
of destination--a park 
that really supports the 
community’s needs and 
provides access to the 
waterfront in a public 
way. We’re also trying to 
really bring some value 
to Boston’s climate resil-
iency goals and the issues 
we face in terms of storm 

surge and sea level rise. 
We’re all trying to do this 
in a financially feasible 
manner which would be 
great.”

MTR operates 120 
miles of protected coast-
line, which includes over 
60 miles of trails, and a 
bunch of beaches and 
all sorts of other natural 
habitats in the state. 

Black said Massport 
has been working with 
the community and oth-
er stakeholders over the 
last two to three years 
to build out Piers Park 
Phase II. It was around 
this time Black said the 
MTR started having con-
versations with Massport 
about their waterfront 
initiative. 

“A number of years 
ago we talked about the 
possibility of what would 
happen with Phase III, 
which is this rotted-out 
pier that sticks off the 
end of Piers Park. For 
us it’s a really amazing 
location. It’s centrally lo-
cated right in the heart of 
the harbor and we think 
it could provide a really 
great connection point 
between East Boston and 
the city as a whole. It also 
has a fantastic history.”

Black said MTR spent 
a lot of 2019 working 
with Massport and oth-
ers to really investigate 
the site and understand 
what the conditions were 
so MTR could start to 
piece together what the 
possibilities would be for 
a waterfront park that is 
active and engaging. 

“So one of the places 
that we turn to for inspi-
ration is Brooklyn Bridge 
Park,” said Black. “For 
those of you who may 
not have been there this 
is a series of five piers 
along the Brooklyn wa-
terfront that overlooks 
the skyline in Manhattan. 
There’s a lot of similar-
ities between what you 
see in this old industrial 
waterfront (in Eastie) and 
Brooklyn. Unfortunately 
we only have one pier to 
work with, not five.”

Black said as a result 
MTR really started to fo-
cus on what New Yorkers 
call Pier One in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. 

“This park is actually 
built into the footprints 
of the old pier that offers 
a wide variety of experi-
ences for people and is a 
really close comparison 
to what we have oppor-
tunity wise at Piers Park 
Phase III,” said Black. 
“So this is really where 
we started our thinking in 
terms of what we would 
like to see happen at this 
location in East Boston.”

Black said MTR is 
looking to build a park 
that’s both robust and re-
silient in Eastie. 

“And what that means 
to us is that it can stand 
up to the elements,” said 
Black. “We’ve seen a 
lot of issues with not 
only storm surges in in-
creasing frequency but 
also tidal flooding that’s 
happening on a regular 
basis, both in East Bos-
ton and across the city. 
The situation is probably 
just going to get worse. 
So we have to build a 
place, mindful of all of 
those challenges and also 
a place that can redevel-
op some of the ecology 
along the coast.”

Black said MTR will 
start a community pro-
cess to bring the commu-
nity together to build this 
park. 

“We have a few ideas 
in terms of the direction 
that we want to go but 
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we’re very excited about 
the community process 
to really start and have 
conversations with peo-
ple in terms of what they 
would want to see there,” 
he said. “You’ll proba-
bly start to see a lot of us 
over the coming weeks. 
We’re going to try to be 
a presence here as much 
as possible, because we 
want to really hear from 
folks who would use this 
park.”

Eynatian, who is a 
Project Manager for the 
Waterfront Initiatives at 
MTR and an Eagle Hill 
resident, said the design 
phase for the future park 
will take the better part of 
the next year. 

“We want to make sure 
we really have a chance 
to hear from the commu-
nity about what you’d 
like to see happen there 
so if the design can reflect 
that,” said Eynatian. “So 
things like, what type of 
programming you’d be 
interested in, what kind 
of concerns you might 
have about the project as 
well as increasing access 
to the water so there’s 
a way for residents to 
come down and really 
engage with the harbor at 
the park.”

Eynatian said MTR 
will be hosting a series of 
larger community meet-
ings where MTR will 
invite residents to hear a 
little bit more about the 
project in more detail. 

“This will give us the 
opportunity to really give 
folks a chance to engage 
in conversation about 
what you’d like to see at 
a new, free, open public 
park in East Boston,” she 
said. 

The first in a series of 
meetings MTR is plan-
ning to host will be in 
January. 

“So as the year goes 
on, I’m hoping that in the 
summer we can do some 
more creative in-person 
programs,” said Eynati-
an. “We’re hopeful to be 
able to get out and en-
gage with you in person 
but in the meantime we’ll 
be doing a lot of different 
virtual opportunities and 
putting together some 
different ways to give us 
feedback. This is so folks 
can either join us live in 
meetings or give us feed-
back to make sure we 
can gather input from as 
many folks as we can.”

BOARD MEMBERS 
SOUGHT

East Boston  - Since 
2017, the City of Bos-
ton has been creating 
neighborhood solutions 

to coastal flooding from 
sea level rise and storms 
in East Boston. This Cli-
mate Ready East Boston 
initiative focuses on loca-
tions that face risks from 
coastal flooding and sea 
level rise and have iden-
tified short- and long-
term solutions to protect 
the neighborhood.  

In the latest study, the 
city worked in partner-
ship with local residents, 
businesses, and regional 
partners to find coastal 
resilience solutions for 
Jeffries Point, Maver-
ick, Central Square, and 
Lower Eagle Hill. 

Now, the city’s Cli-
mate Ready East Boston 
is switching focus to oth-
er areas in the neighbor-
hood that are threatened 
by climate change and 
are looking for residents 
interested in joining the 
Community Advisory 
Board. 

According to the city’s 
Climate Resilience Pro-
gram Coordinator Pey-
ton Siler Jones residents 
interested can fill out 
the online application at 
https://tinyurl.com/Cli-
mateReadyEastieAppli-
cation through Dec. 7. 

Jones said this plan-
ning process will expand 
the city’s analysis to ad-
ditional areas not cov-
ered in the prior phase. 

“Basically, this is a 
really similar process to 
the process covered back 
in 2017,” said Jones. 
“We’re basically just 
looking at a different part 
of the neighborhood’s 
geography, but it’s real-
ly similar in that we’re 
looking at the location 
of flooding and going 
through a community 
engagement process to 
identify design solutions 
for mitigating the im-
pacts of sea level rise and 
climate change.”

Jones said the new 
geographic area that the 
city is looking at now is 
the Chelsea Creek, the 
Belle Isle Marsh, Consti-
tution Beach and Wood 
Island. 

“These are the parts of 
East Boston that kind of 
wrap around the neigh-
borhood,” said Jones. 
“So we want to work 
with the community, and 
Massport, along this area 
of the neighborhood that 
kind of wraps around 
back to where the Jeffries 
Point study happened in 
the first phase.”

Jones said the climate 
team wants to create the 
advisory board to include 
more opportunity for 
neighborhood input and 
feedback. 

“We heard feedback 
after the first study that 
residents wanted to see 
even more opportunity 
for community engage-
ment and a more commu-
nity driven process,” said 
Jones. “And we took that 
to heart and adapted our 
scope of work. So now 
we have this Community 
Advisory Board, which 
will be part of the proj-
ect team to really help 
us identify the best en-
gagement solution with a 
particular focus on racial 
equity in the context of 
COVID-19.”

Jones said any mem-
ber of the community can 
apply to be an advisory 
board member. 

“We encourage any-
one and everyone who’s 
interested to apply,” she 
said. “We are estimating 
about 10 folks would be 
picked, although there’s 
some flexibility there. 
We may have up to 12 or 
13 members.”

Jones said the role of 
the advisory board will 
be to help city planners 
drive the agenda and en-
gage the community on 
coastal resiliency. 

“The advisory board 
will be an important 
voice in the conversa-
tion,” said Jones. “We 
really want to have the 
members be the  leaders 
on how we think about 
community engagement 
around design scenarios 
and design alternatives 
when it comes to sea lev-
el rise and coastal flood-
ing in this geographic 
area. Should we have a 
landscape berm? Should 
we create a seawall? The 
board will be working 
through those different 
alternatives with the un-
derlying objective of 
really increasing trans-
parency in city planning 
and how residents can be 
involved.”

However, once the 
board is in place the pro-
cess may look a lot dif-
ferent than it did in 2017 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“So after the advisory 
board is in place it’s will 
look a lot different than 
the initial meetings in 
2017-2018 where there 
was a real hands on ap-
proach of walking the 
Greenway with groups 
of activists and environ-
mentalists in the neigh-
borhood,” said Jones. “I 
think one thing we’re ex-
ploring is how we create 
as many educational op-
portunities that were so 
valuable to the communi-
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ty a few years back when 
we started the process.”

Jones said this may 
include uploaded vid-
eo walking tours of the 
areas in focus, photos, 
history of the areas and 
other tools that can be 
interactive while remain-
ing virtual. 

TRAFFIC COMM. 
DISCUSSES NEW 
LAYOUT, PARKING 
METER STATUS FOR 
CENTRAL AVE. LOT

REVERE - Last 
week’s meeting of the 
Revere Traffic Commis-
sion was historic in that 
the members fielded ex-
emption requests from 
residents pertaining to 
the city’s first-ever resi-
dential parking program 
that began on Oct. 15.

It was also historic 
in that it will be the last 
time the Commission 
begins its meetings at 4 
p.m. As a result of Ward 
6 Councilor Richard 
Serino’s successful mo-
tion and as Commission 
Chair Paul Argenzio an-
nounced at the end of the 
meeting, “All [Traffic 
Commission] meetings 
will be held at 5 o’clock 
instead of 4 o’clock from 
now on to allow for the 
participation of residents 
that work. so our next 

and subsequent meetings 
will be at 5 o’clock.”

The Central Avenue 
municipal parking lot 
that serves many park-
ing purposes, Broadway 
businesses, residences, 
and the Rossetti Cowan 
Senior Center, was a ma-
jor topic of discussion by 
the committee relative to 
the proposed fee sched-
ule [meaning the instal-
lation of parking meters] 
and the uses of the lot for 
varying reasons.

“The section going 
in from Central Avenue 
(which is located off of 
Broadway across from 
the Central Fire Station) 
would have parking 
meters,” said Argenzio 
while paraphrasing the 
many changes being pro-
posed for the lot.

He further explained 
that there would be park-
ing meters for the two 
rows of spaces that face 
each other, just behind 
the bus shelter seating 
area on Central Avenue. 

 Two of those spaces 
would be designated for 
handicapped parking.

Argenzio said the 
spaces in the right cor-
ner of the lot closest to 
Aucella Court would be-
come “business permit 
areas” where businesses 
would have access to ob-
taining  business parking 
permits.

He added that the 

Sprague Street side of the 
lot would designated for 
people using the Rosset-
ti-Cowan Senior Center 
while the spaces in the 
back area of the lot would 
have parking meters.

 Ralph DeCicco, chair 
of the Revere Commis-
sion on Disabilities, 
asked whether some of 
the handicapped parking 
spots would be elimi-
nated from the Sprague 
Street side of the lot.

“There were a dozen 
handicapped spots [and it 
was determined] that we 
didn’t need that many, so 
we’re reducing that num-
ber back down to four 
which it was originally,” 
responded Argenzio.

DeCicco supported the 
decision to reduce the 
number of handicapped 
spaces to four spots. 

The issues pertaining 
to the actual per-hour 
cost for a parking space 
in the Central Avenue lot 
and the potential cost of 
a business parking per-
mit in the lot were not 
discussed at the meeting.

The Commission did 
approve a motion by 
Police Chief David Cal-
lahan that the Central 
Avenue parking lot and 
parking meter proposal 
proceed to a public hear-
ing.  That hearing will 
likely be held during the 
first week in January.

McKinley School 
parking discussed at the 

meeting
Ward 2 Councilor 

Ira Novoselsky, Ward 
1 Councilor Joanne 
McKenna, and Coun-
cil President Patrick 
Keefe appeared during 
the meeting, speaking 
in favor of certain park-
ing-space requests made 
by their constituents.

Keefe was pleased 
with the support that the 
use of the lot at the for-
mer McKinley School 
for off-street parking re-
ceived at the meeting. 

McKenna said at the 
meeting that she sup-
ported the use of the 
McKinley parking lot for 
patrons of businesses on 
Broadway and for resi-
dents during snow emer-
gencies.

“This lot is idle, it’s not 
being used,” said McK-
enna. “I’m definitely in 
favor of using the park-
ing lot for snowstorms 
and for residents.”

Police Sgt. Chris Gi-
annino clarified to the 
Commission that all 
restrictions to use the 
McKinley School lot for 
parking were removed in 
2018. He added that the 
only parking restriction 
was for the fire lane in 
front of the former ele-
mentary school.

The Commission 

asked Fire Chief Chris 
Bright, a member of the 
Traffic Commission, for 
his professional opinion 
on the removal of the fire 
lane restriction in front of 
the school.

“I would have no prob-
lem removing the fire 
lane with the current use 
of that building,” said 
Bright, adding that the 
issue could be revisited 
if the McKinley School 
is converted for another 
use.

After the meeting, 
Keefe said there is an 
effort being made to 
convert the parking area 
at the McKinley School 
into a municipal parking 
lot.

“We want to add more 
off-street parking for the 
residents in the neighbor-
hood,” said Keefe. “We 
would eventually like to 
stripe it, clean it up, and 
make it so there’s an area 
for people to park. With 
the lack of use of the 
school, there isn’t a heavy 
demand on that street, but 
when the restaurants and 
businesses on Broadway 
and the Post Office gets 
busy – and there’s going 
to be new retail space on 
Yeamans Street - you’re 
going to get more people 
wanting to park in the 
area.”

ZBA APPROVES 
SCALED-DOWN 
PROJECT

REVERE - The Re-
vere Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) met on 
November 18, approving 
one project and continu-
ing two others.

The board approved a 
scaled-down version of a 
development for Lot 1 at 
the junction of Washing-
ton Avenue and Sherman 
Street. The developer, 
Sarnaglia, LLC, original-
ly was looking to build a 
five-story building with 
42 apartments and one 
commercial space. The 
project needed a vari-
ance for minimum front, 
side, and rear yards, min-
imum screening, maxi-
mum floor area ratio, and 
parking requirements for 
apartment use.

After a series of meet-
ings with neighbors and 
Ward 6 Councilor Rich-
ard Serino, the develop-
er reduced his project 
to four stories with 30 
studio and one-bedroom 
rentals and no commer-

cial spaces. There will 
be 36 parking spaces 
provided on the ground 
level.

“The developer did a 
tremendous job in meet-
ing with the neighbor-
hood residents," Serino 
noted. " I am happy to 
support this project.”

“This is a good proj-
ect and will contribute 
$100,000 to the Commu-
nity Improvement Trust 
Fund that will address 
infrastructure and pub-
lic utilities impacted by 
the project," said Robert 
O’Brien, Revere's Direc-
tor of Planning and De-
velopment.

ZBA chairman Mi-
chael Tucker urged that a 
provision be placed into 
the documents that there 
will be no overnight 
street-parking permits 
issued to any resident at 
this address. 

Serino added that he 
hopes the street can be 
repaved and improve-
ments made to Sherman 
St. in the future.

The developer will bait 
the area for rodent con-
trol prior to demolition. 

The commissioners 
unanimously voted to 
grant the variance re-
quest.

In other business, 
the ZBA continued the 
hearing for a variance at 
185 Endicott Street. The 
property owner, who is 
seeking to convert the 
single-family dwelling 
into a two-family, said he 
needs to hire legal coun-
sel. 

The request was ap-
proved and the matter 
continued.

The third applicant to 
come before the board 
was seeking a variance 
to add 356 square feet to 
a dwelling at 951 Revere 
Beach Parkway.  The 
variance would address 
the lack of the required 
10 feet of side-yard set-
back.

Ward 4 Councilor Pat-
rick Keefe noted that the 
neighbors felt that the 
extension would be fine. 
However, there is con-
cern about a sewer line 
easement and whether 
the new structure would 
be built over it. 

After Tucker stated 
that the applicant needs 
to get a letter from the 
city engineer for the 
sewer line easement, a 
motion to continue was 
approved.

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs
Now through February, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 

Metro News // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

By Lauren Bennett

The Baker adminis-
tration on Tuesday an-
nounced that all Massa-
chusetts cities and towns 
will roll back to Step 
Three, Phase One of the 
state’s reopening plan, ef-
fective Sunday, December 
13. 

Following increases in 
hospitalizations and cas-
es after the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the “sharp in-
crease is putting a strain 
on our healthcare system 
and frontline workers,” 
Baker said. 

As of Monday, the state 
had 2,463 new cases of 
COVID-19, and the sev-
en day average test rate is 
about 5.5 percent, the gov-
ernor said. There are also 
1,516 people hospitalized 
with the virus, and 302 in 
the ICU. 

He said that continuing 
at this rate is “not sustain-

able over time” and will 
continue to put the health-
care system and healthcare 
workers at increased risk. 

Prior to and “just after” 
Thanksgiving, Baker said 
that the “data was show-
ing progress” from the 
restrictions put in place 
about a month ago, includ-
ing a stay at home adviso-
ry from 10pm to 5am, and 
reducing the indoor gath-
ering limit to 10 people. 
But as the state encounters 
a second surge of the vi-
rus and cases continue to 
increase, more restrictions 
are being put in place. 

He said that there is 
“hope” with the vaccine 
coming soon, but “we 
cannot simply wait for the 
vaccine to get here.” 

Reverting back to Phase 
Three, Step One will help 
to “reduce the opportuni-
ties this virus can have to 
spread,” said Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito. Baker ac-

knowledged that a lot has 
been asked of both resi-
dents and businesses over 
the past nine months, but 
everyone needs to contin-
ue to follow the guidelines 
in order to slow spread of 
the virus to ensure health 
and safety for all commu-
nities across the state. 

“Today’s announce-
ment is meant to tighten 
up guidance and to ensure 
that all residents are taking 
the proper COVID-19 pre-
vention measures, no mat-
ter where they are,” Polito 
said. 

Starting on Sunday, the 
outdoor gathering limit at 
event venuesv will be re-
duced from 100  people 
to 50, and people hosting 
outdoor gatherings with 
more than 25 people “will 
now be responsible for 
notifying their local board 
of health,” Polito said. 
Additionally, the rollback 
requires indoor theaters, 

performance venues, and 
“higher contact indoor 
recreation businesses” to 
close, according to the 
state, and theaters and per-
formance venues that are 
outdoors may not operate 
with more than 25% ca-
pacity, and not more than 
50 people. 

Statewide, capacity 
limits for arcades, driving 
and flight schools, gyms, 
libraries, museums, retail, 
offices, places of worship, 
lodging common areas, 
movie theaters, and gold 
facilities, will be reduced 
from 50 percent to 40 per-
cent, the state said. Mov-
ie theaters may not have 
more than 50 people per 
theater. 

Polito said that the ad-
ministration is “hoping 
this will be a temporary 
closure,” and that they 
will “consider reopening” 
indoor theaters and perfor-
mance venues” when the 

data and hospitalizations 
improve.  

Additionally, there are 
new guidelines for restau-
rants as well, including 
that masks are required at 
all times inside restaurants 
expect for when actively 
eating and drinking. No 
more than six people per 
table will be allowed, and 
all tables will have a 90 
minute time limit. Also, 
musical performances at 
restaurants will no longer 
be allowed, and food court 
seating at malls will be 
closed. 

Polito said that resi-
dents should only eat at 
restaurants with people 
in their immediate house-
hold. She added that all 
social clubs serving food 
must abide by the restau-
rant guidelines. 

Inside gyms and fit-
ness centers, masks are 
required at all times, and 
all office workers are also 

required to wear masks 
except when not in their 
own personal workspace, 
and the use of break rooms 
should be limited or elimi-
nated. Polito also suggest-
ed that employers contin-
ue to use teleworking as 
much as possible to slow 
the spread.

“In order to beat this 
virus, we must all contin-
ue to do our part,” Polito 
said. 

Baker said that these 
new restrictions will help 
to prevent infection and 
the spread of the virus, 
“especially in indoor set-
tings,” and will also help 
to “reduce mobility” and 
the amount of time that 
people spend with those 
outside of their household. 

“There’s nothing more 
powerful than people 
playing their part and un-
derstanding their role,” 
Baker said. 

Baker admin. announces statewide rollback to Step Three, Phase One
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DO YOU NEED TO RUN
A LEGAL NOTICE?

Be sure to check with the courts to see 
if you qualify for a fee waiver

Cleaning
Home -Apartment

Good prices & references

services

Free estimates

617-309-7081
Offices

CONTRACTOR

MOVERS

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

LAND 
SCAPING

PAINTING

1 col. x  
2 inches

2 col. x 2 inches
$240.00

“We Get The Job Done The First Time On Time”

• Shingle and Rubber Roofs
• All Types of Siding • Gutters
• Window Replacement • Decks

• Flashing • And More...
Phone: 617-650-2246

USRemodelingBos@gmail.com

USA Roofing 
& Remodeling

ROOFING REPAIRS
SNOW PLOWING

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454 Your 
Ad  

Here

HOME REPAIR

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Marcello De Souza
Roofing specialist

MARCELLO 
ROOFING

• ASPHALT • SHINGLES
• SLATE + RUBBER ROOFS

SERVING THE BOSTON AREA SINCE 1997
CELL: 617-206-7862 | OFFICE: 617-507-1703

20 AUGUSTUS ST., REVERE, MA, 02151
LICENSED & INSURED CSL 100141

Roberta Will
• Painting 

• Wall Papering 
• Decorative Painting 

• Murals 
617-846-8992

DISPOSAL

MOVING OR SELLING
Do you have a lot of good stuff to get 
rid of? Call us! We will take it away 
free! Give us a call and let us take a 

look at what you have. 
Call Jim at 857-251-1622

$FREE$ $FREE$Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

1 col. x 
1 inch
$5/wk

1 col. x 
1 inch
$5/wk

Scottie’s
Multi-Services
Clean-Outs
Demo/Removal 
                    Inside & Out
Residential+ Business
CALL 781-971-0119

CLEANING 
SERVICES

Rae Anne
DePamphilis
55 Johnson Avenue
Winthrop MA 02152

617.435.7775

raeannedep@gmail.com

Winthrop'Winthrop's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 X110 OR EMAIL KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

Painting 
(interior/exterior) 
Carpentry, 

Pressure 
Washing, 
Kitchen & 

Bath 
Remodeling

Builder’s Lic: #1008
40 Years Experience

Call Joe
781-289-0534

POOL INSTALLATION

Commercial Pool
Above & In-ground Pools - 

Replacement Liners 
Filters - Accessories - Installation - Repairs

    Openings - Closings - Gunite Pool Repairs
Compare the quality!

“Your Full Service Company”
Est. 1974

781-632-5750

SONNY’S 
ROOFING

Residential & Commercial
• Rubber Roofing  
• Metal • Repairs
• Shingle Roofing

• Snow & Ice Removal
• Asphalt Repairs

• All Types of Repairs
• Licensed & Insured

• Free Estimates

781-248-8297
santinosroofing33@gmail.com
SonnysImmediateServices.com

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

CARPENTRY
P+R Carpentry

• 35 years of satisfied 
customers!

• Stairs, Decks, 
Doors & Windows

• Small one-man jobs
• Free Estimates, Fair pricing

Call Peter 781-885-4198

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

PLUMBING

CALL

THE INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER GROUP

 CLASSIFIED SECTION
REVERE • EVERETT • WINTHROP • LYNN • EAST BOSTON • CHELSEA • CHARLESTOWN

ROOM FOR 
RENT

REAL ESTATE

CHELSEA
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully 
Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Laundry in Building
Next to Bus, Train 
Station, Supermarket
$850/Month Includes 
Utilities
Call Maria 617-312-9467

EAST BOSTON, ORIENT 
HEIGHTS, HARBORVIEW 
AREA.
Perfectly maintained 
move-in condition 6 
room single family 
multi level colonial( 
previously 2 family).
3 Bedrooms, 1.5 
bathrooms. Nice size 
backyard, on dead end 
street. Plenty off street 
parking.
Close to Route 1 and 
Logan airport.
Call 617-888-3928

WINTHROP
Lg deleaded 2/3 
bedroom Apt, Section 
8 Approved, hardwood 
floors, eat in kitchen, 
front and back porch. 
Living rm & dining 
rm. $1800 per month. 
No pets. No utilities. 
Available Jan. 15, 2021. 
Call 617-645-7724.
12/9, 12/16, 12/23

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

DEADLINES: For classified 
line ads, deadlines are 
Monday by 4 p.m. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403
------------------------------
NEED TO SELL Your 
House? Call to reach over 
50,000 readers. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403------------------------------
SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week spe-
cial! Call 781-485-0588.
------------------------------ 
LOOKING FOR Great 
Results? Call our clas-
sified department. Call 
781-485-0588 or fax the 
ad to 781-485-1403

APARTMENT 
FOR RENT

HOUSE 
FOR SALE

Please Recycle Please Recycle 
this newspaperthis newspaper

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION
NOTICE

Docket No.
SU20P1510EA

Estate of:
Edward J. Langley

Date of Death:
September 18, 2019

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned 
estate by Petition of Pe-
titioner Marjorie Langley 
of Winthrop, MA.
A Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.
Marjorie Langley of Win-
throp, MA and Edward 
J. Langley of Acton, MA 
have been informally 
appointed as the Person-
al Representative of the 
estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.
The estate is being 
administered under in-
formal procedure by the 
Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code 
without supervision by 
the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties 
are entitled to notice 
regarding the administra-
tion from the Personal 
Representative and can 
petition the Court in 
any matter relating to 
the estate, including 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute 
formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders 
terminating or restricting 

the powers of Personal 
Representatives ap-
pointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.

12/10/20
W

LEGAL NOTICE

BID FOR RECONSTRUC-
TION OF TENNIS COURTS 

and RENOVATIONS TO 
ADJACENT SITE

The Town of Winthrop 
is soliciting bids for 
the reconstruction of 
the tennis courts and 
the renovations to 
the adjacent site and 
parking areas pursuant 
to Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 30, Section 
39M and prevailing wage 
rates as issued by the 
Director of the Executive 
Office of Labor and 
Workforce Development, 
Department of Labor 
Standards. Bids will be 
received until:  1:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, Decem-
ber 10, 2020 at the 
Procurement Office, Town 
Hall Room #6, 1 Metcalf 
Square, Winthrop, MA  
02152.  Immediately 
following the deadline 
for bids all qualified bids 
received within the time 
specified will be publicly 
opened and read aloud. 
NOTE:  The Town Hall 
building is currently 
closed to the public until 
further notice but staffed 
to allow for receipt of 
Bids. Bids may be submit-
ted by U.S. mail or hand 
delivered at any time to 
the Town Hall mail chute 
located on the outside of 

the building to the right 
of the main entrance to 
the building. This drop 
box will be opened on 
the due date and time 
of the bid opening. The 
mail chute may not 
accommodate thick pack-
ages and Bidders must 
package Bid submissions 
accordingly. Please 
allow additional time 
for delivery by mail. Bid 
security in the amount of 
5 percent of the Bid must 
accompany the Bid. Bids 
must be received by the 
due date and time.
Bids may be submitted 
by mailing to: 
Winthrop Town Hall
Procurement Office, 
Room 6 
1 Metcalf Square
Winthrop, MA 02152
Due to the town hall 
being closed, bid docu-
ments can be requested 
by email request to: 
Alan Pemstein, HMFH 
Architects at apemstein@
hmfh.com.  There will be 
no charge for electronic 
contract documents. 
For questions please 
contact the following:
Monica Ford - Town 
Procurement Officer  - 
mford@town.winthrop.
ma.us
Alan Pemstein, HMFH 
Architects - apemstein@
hmfh.com
Chuck Adam, Skanska 
USA - chuck.adam@
skanska.com
The TOWN of WINTHROP 
reserves the right to 
waive any informalities 
in any or all bids, or to 
reject any or all bids, if it 
be in the public interest 
to do so.
Monica Ford
Chief Procurement Officer

12/10/20
W

Special to the Transcript

Boston College High 
School is proud to an-
nounce that the following 
students from Winthrop 
have been named to the 
school’s First Quarter 
Honor Roll.  

BC High successfully 
reopened for in-person 
learning this past Septem-
ber using a hybrid model, 
with two cohorts of stu-
dents coming onto campus 
on alternating weeks. This 
model provided all BC 
High students with com-
pletely synchronous learn-
ing opportunities through-

out the fall, regardless of 
whether the student was 
at school or at home. The 
school also implemented 
extensive safety proto-
cols to help keep students, 
faculty, staff, and others 
safe and healthy during 
the global pandemic, and 
plans to continue offering 
in-person instruction in 
January.

1st Quarter High 
Honors Recipients

For High Honors a 
Sophomore, Junior, and 
Senior must have at least 
a 3.80 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” 

or higher. Freshmen need 
a 3.6 quality point aver-
age and all grades “C+” or 
higher.

• John Giorgio
• Hunter Kennedy
• Sean Montgomery
• Jackson D'Ambrosio
• Hayes Kennedy

1st Quarter Honors 
Recipients

For Honors a Sopho-
more, Junior, and Senior 
must have at least a 3.20 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher. 
Freshmen need a 3.165 
quality point average and 
all grades “C-” or higher.

• John Anderson
• Aidan Cash
• Kenneth Streeter
• Shep Alstrom
• Cedric Wysocki

Boston College High 
School is a Jesuit, Cath-
olic, college-preparatory 
school for young men in 
grades 7 to 12. Founded 
in 1863, the school enrolls 
approximately 1,500 stu-
dents from more than 140 
communities in eastern 
Massachusetts. For more 
information please visit 
bchigh.edu.

Winthrop residents named to Honor Roll at BC High
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WINTHROP VETERANS 
HELP LOCAL VETERANS

Jolly Old Saint Nick won’t be 
making any appearances for 
photos this year
But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!But the Holiday Spirit is alive and well!

Join Us in sharing old photos 
with Santa Claus! 

Photos of Christmases Past
and Photos of your 
Holiday Spirit from 
the comforts of home

Please text or email 
your photos to 

promo@reverejournal.com
Please include which paper you want 

to be published in & the name(s) of 
individuals pictured

✶

Published in the East Boston Times, Revere Journal, Everett Independent, Chelsea Record, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal and Charlestown Patriot-Bridge

DEADLINE 
TO SUBMIT

PHOTOS TO
BE PUBLISHEDFRI. DEC. 18th WEDS. DEC. 23rd

Donations were made to the Chelsea Soldiers Home by a few local veterans - orchestrated 
by Navy Veteran, Dave McDonald, and friends:  Dave Aloise, John and Jeff Meskel, and 
Frank Buckley.   Due to COVID, the Chelsea Soldiers Home had to really clean house.  These 
guys collected $1,000 and went out and bought toiletries, slippers, other clothing and 
brought them over to the Soldier’s Home where they were well received!

Now You can be 
UPFRONT &CENTER

Four Options to Choose From
7,000 COPIES

2-COLOR
12,000 COPIES

2-COLOR

4-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE A COMBINATION OF COLORS.
2-COLOR STICKIES CAN BE MADE WITH ANY 2 COLORS

7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

12,000 COPIES
4-COLOR

781-485-0588 ext. 103:Maureen   106:Peter   101:Deb   110:Kathy   125:Sioux
Reading on a Screen?? Click on Your Rep’s name to start sending them an email! 

With our 
STICKY NOTE
on the Front Page

Perfect for: Community Reminders, 
Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!


3-inch-by-3-inch Sticky Note
Req. 3-week advance placement

Kim Mahoney has a lot 
on her plate. As a full-time 
employee at Mass. General 
Hospital in the  In-terven-
tional Radiology Depart-
ment, the mother of two 
young boys still manages 
to carve out time to commit 
to her town, and it all stems 
from her ability to seek out 
and jump on fulfilling op-
portu-nities. When an op-
portunity arose to serve the 
town as an election worker 
last year, Mahoney didn’t 
think twice. 

“I felt like this was some-
thing that I could do be-
cause the time commitment 
was really just the elec-tion 
days and a short training 
session,” said Mahoney, 
who credits the experienced 
workers in precinct four 
for showing her the ropes. 
“The election days them-
selves are very long, but 
the work is so important. 
Access to voting is easy to 
take for granted.  As a vot-
er, getting in and out of the 

polls quickly and easily is 
important and I think that 
ease encourages participa-
tion in the political process. 
That's where election work-
ers come in. We try to be as 
efficient as possible while 
paying attention to detail.  
We do everything we can 
to ensure that every per-
son has an opportunity to 
vote when and where they 
are supposed to. I encour-
age anyone who is curious 

DRONE SAFETY 
The Massachusetts 

Port Authority (Massport) 
kicked off an advertising 
campaign aimed at edu-
cating the public about the 
safe use of drones. The 
campaign encourages drone 
operators to be responsible: 
“Fly your drone safely this 
Holiday Season. Know the 
Rules.” The ads will ap-
pear on print media, social 
media, and billboards. The 
campaign will run from 
Nov. 27, 2019-Jan. 10, 
2020. 

 Drones have been 
among the list of popular 
holiday gifts. According to 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA), nearly 
1.5 million drones are reg-
istered in the U.S. and a 
majority of them—over 1 

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;    www.cottagehillrealestate.com Kimberly Paulson
(781) 910-9716

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO LIVE? 

Let Kim 
do Your 

Homework!

Don’t Forget!
Daylight Savings
is Sunday, Nov. 3

NEWS Brief

Newspaper Group

INDEPENDENT

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.846.1020      C21SEAPORT.COM 
12/5

364 MERIDIAN ST 
#2 EAST BOSTON

Reduced to Sell in Eagle Hill! Over-
sized 2 bedroom and 2 bathroom 
with stunning master suite. Open 
concept kitchen, dining and living 

areas. Hardwood floors, granite 
counters and stainless steel appli-
ances. Deck with  water views too! 

$599,900

195 GLADSTONE 
ST #1 EAST BOSTON

Newly remodeled 2 bed and 2 bath 
condominium with garage parking. 

Marble baths, quartz counters, 
hardwood floors and SS appliances. 

$499,900

3 LAMSON CT 
EAST BOSTON

Jeffries Point! 2 bedroom & 2.5 
bathroom townhomes have garage 
parking, private outdoor space, and 

amazing design and finishes.  
Walk to Maverick.  $829,900

36 EUTAW ST.
 EAST BOSTON

Eagle Hill Townhouse! 2 Bed/2 Bath 
townhouse with off-street parking. 

Open concept kitchen/dining/living 
room area with brand new kitchen, 
quartz counters and stainless steel 
appliances! Includes outdoor patio 

area too! $499,900

97 HORACE ST 
EAST BOSTON

2 Family 4-5 rms with 3 heated attic 
rooms, sep. utils, lg lot 5000 S.F., 

desirable Harborview location. 
Needs updating. Close to T & Beach 

Great Potential.   $839,900

15 TAPLEY AVE 
REVERE

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 11:30 - 1PM
Great singly family - New Kitchen 

and Bath! Granite Counters, Stain-
less Steel Appliances! 4 Bedrooms, 

1.5 Baths, New roof, Nice Patio, 
Conveninent location. $529,900

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.45  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

Est. in 1882 50 cEnts
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WE HAVE PARTY PLATTERS AND BAKERY PLATTERS 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS

WE HAVE POINSETTIAS AND 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS AVAILABLE

See KATE’S CORNER Page 2

Faison’s updates include new labor 
attorney, department heads training

Kate’s Corner
Ordinary People, Extraordinary Stories 

JOY & PEACE ON EARTH 
ART EXHIBIT AND MARKETPLACE

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZABriana and Alex Flannery took advantage of the holiday lighting ceremony to get some early time with Santa. Meanwhile, Lisa Curran with her grandson, Reed Bonnice, at the 28th annual Holiday Lighting ceremony on Nov. 29. Hundreds came out to enjoy caroling and jolly old Santa in the Centre – as it will be the last tree lighting before major infrastructure work begins in the business district. See more photos on Page 4.

28THANNUAL HOLIDAY TREE
LIGHTING CEREMONY

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZAKathryn Morgan and Debra Rideout buying Danny Dalo’s paper fan angels and wreath during the Joy & Peace on Earth Exhibit and Art Marketplace on Sunday, Dec. 1. The event was a hit and put on by the Winthrop Cultural Council.

By Laura Plummer

 At a succinct meeting of 
the Town Council on Tues-
day, Dec. 3, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison shared 
updates on four key issues 
impacting Winthrop and its 
citizens.

-New labor attorney
Faison introduced the 

Town’s latest hire, the new 
Labor Attorney, Elizabeth 
Valerio. Valerio is a partner 
at Valerio, Dominello & 
Hillman.

According to her web-
site, Valerio has experience 
representing government 
entities in their bargaining 
goals with labor unions. 
She has represented the 
Mass. Department of La-
bor Relations, the Mass. 
Commission Against Dis-
crimination, the Mass. Civil 
Service Commission, the 
Mass. Joint Labor Manage-
ment Committee and the 

federal Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission.

In addition, Valerio is a 
guest lecturer on the topics 
of employee discipline, em-
ployee leave, and education 
law and labor issues. She 
was awarded the Massa-
chusetts Super Lawyer dis-
tinction in 2005.

-Department heads 
training

Faison announced that 
department heads will be 
attending an offsite train-
ing on Dec. 17. The train-
ing has to do with keeping 
them informed of the laws 
regarding discrimination in 
the workplace. Massachu-
setts has laws on the books 
prohibiting unlawful work-
place discrimination based 
on an individual’s race, 
color, creed, native country, 
ancentry or sex. In addi-
tion, Massachusetts offers 
employees protection from 
sex-based wage discrimina-

tion, as well as special pro-
tections for female workers 
who become pregnant.

The training will also in-
clude a goal-setting activity 
that will inform the budget 
process. 

-Middle school zoning
The process for deter-

mining the zoning of the 
middle school is being as-
sessed by legal experts out-
side of town government. 
The purpose of this is to 
provide Council and resi-
dents with viable alterna-
tives.

-Win2030
The town manager pro-

vided a brief update on 
Win2030, which is the 
town’s vision for what it 
wants to achieve in the 
coming decade. The Met-
ropolitan Area Planning 
Council provided a sched-
ule for the last half of fiscal 
year 2020.

THANKSGIVING DAY GAME

NOT THIS TIME:  Winthrop’s Bryan Conceicao has a hold on Revere’s Joe Llanos to put a stop to a run during the Thanksgiving Day game. See more photos and story on Page 9.
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$900

$600 $800$700

Courtesy Photos

It was a busy week in 
the Navy Yard for the USS 
Constitution and the USS 
Cassin Young with sailors 
decorating Old Ironsides 
with holiday decorations, 
and then also being on 
the Cassin Young Dec. 7 
to commemorate the an-
niversary of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. On Dec. 7, 
they commemorated the 
79th anniversary of the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, rec-
ognizing a tragic day in the 
nation’s and U.S. Navy’s 
history. Guest speaker was 
Michael Creasey, Nation-
al Park Service of Boston 
Superintendent, and Reli-
gious Program Specialist 
Chief Select Jesse Jiepper.

PEARL HARBOR REMEMBERED DURING CEREMONY IN CHARLESTOWN

The memorial wreath is tossed overboard into the ocean. Religious Program Specialist Chief Select Jesse Kiepper Guest Speaker Michael Creasey, National Park Service of 
Boston Superintendent.

Taps was played by a member of the Charlestown ROTC.

Here, Ship Commander John Benda, NPS of Boston Supt. Michael Creasey and Constitu-
tion Museum Director Ann Grimes Rand pose before the wreath to commemorate Pearl 
Harbor on Dec. 7. The ceremony was held on the USS Cassin Young.
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