
By Cary Shuman

Seventy-four residents on 
a midsummer Tuesday night 
participated in a ZOOM 
meeting about the future de-
velopment of the old Win-
throp Middle School prop-
erty.

That’s a large turnout and 
indicative of the significant 
interest in the large, central-
ly located property on Pau-

line Street that sits adjacent-
ly to the Larsen Rink at the 
Mike Eruzione Center.

Geoffrey Morrison-Lo-
gan of the planning, de-
sign and development firm, 
VHB, moderated the fo-
rum, effectively keeping 
the discussion moving and 
helping to generate differ-
ent ideas for the property. 
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WE WILL BE DRAWING 
THE WINNERS OF OUR 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION 
RAFFLE THIS WEEK

CHANGES TO 
POINT SHIRLEY
PARKING 
RESTRICTIONS

Changes to parking re-
strictions at Point Shirley 
are now in effect from 
through Monday, Sept. 7

Town Manager Austin 
Faison and Police Chief 
Terence Delehanty an-
nounce several changes are 
being made to the the Point 
Shirley resident parking as 
part of a pilot program for 
the area.

Starting Friday, July 10 
until Monday, Sept. 7, a 
resident permit will be re-
quired at all times in order 
to park on the public roads 
in the Point Shirley area, 
beginning at the Southern 
end of the wall at Yirrell 
Beach. Resident permits 
are available for all Win-
throp residents. Visitor 
placards are only valid in 
the vicinity of the address 
to which they are issued.

To apply for a resident 
permit or visitor placard, 
please click here..

This pilot program 
aims to provide more 
parking for Winthrop res-
idents. The changes were 
approved by the Town 
Council at their Tuesday, 
July 7 meeting. The Town 
Council will evaluate the 
program in September to 
decide whether or not to 
make these restrictions 
permanent. 

The impacted streets 
are:

• Bay View Avenue, ex-
cluding the angle parking 
adjacent to Coughlin Park, 
which will only require a 
permit from 1-5 a.m.

• Elliot Street
• Grand View Avenue
• Hale Avenue

Let’s Talk about Race:
A Conversation with Town Manager Austin Faison - Part II

Many participate in future use
of old Winthrop Middle School

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

The Winthrop Art Assoc. had its first board meeting since March.  We decided that the 
safest way to meet was outside and we socially distance.  We met at Crest Ave. Park in the 
Highlands, Thursday, July 9.  
We all miss the shows and displays but we are trying to put some things together in the 
near future.  Check our Facebook page.

THE WINTHROP ART ASSOCIATION 
FINDS A SAFE WAY TO MEET

See MIDDLE SCHOOL Page 3

By Maxim Tamarov

A recent spike in 
Covid-19 cases has led to 
calls from town officials for 
residents to remain vigilant 
and to practice recommend-
ed safety measures.

As of Tuesday, there 
has been a total of 280 con-
firmed cases of the novel 
coronavirus in the Town of 
Winthrop. So far, 24 people 
have died, 217 have recov-
ered, and 39 remain in iso-
lation to prevent spread.

In just the last five days 
however, 23 new cas-
es have been reported. Eight 
new cases were reported 
last Thursday alone — the 
largest single-day increase 
since May 1.

It’s an increase that Pub-
lic Health Director Mere-

dith Hurley called, “Con-
cerning for sure.

“People have forgotten 
or have been lulled into this 
idea that Covid is not in our 
state anymore and it is,” 
Hurley said.

The first known case of 
the coronavirus in Winthrop 
was reported on March 16 
and the first death from the 
virus in Massachusetts was 
an 87 year-old Winthrop 
man three days later. Cases 
seemed to have stabilized in 
May, but now they’re on an 
upward trend again.

This new wave came as 
an unfortunate surprise, ac-
cording to Town Manager 
Austin Faison. 

“It doesn’t seem like we 
have this virus under con-

Latest spike in coronavirus 
cases largest since May

See COVID-19 Page 2

By Laura Plummer

“If we do not know how 
to meaningfully talk about 
racism, our actions will 
move in misleading direc-
tions.” - Angela Davis

Last month, the Tran-
script featured an interview 
with Town Manager Austin 
Faison regarding a prepared 
statement he read at the 
June 2 Council meeting. 
This month, we decided to 
learn more about his own 
personal experience with 
the themes discussed there-
in.

Q. You said in your 
June 2 statement to Coun-
cil, “I have been the only 
Black person in the room 
for most of my life.” 
How has this experience 
shaped your identity as a 
Black person?

A. I grew up in Durham, 
New Hampshire. My fami-
ly moved there because my 
father coached basketball at 

UNH. Although the area is 
quite progressive and there 
is diversity because of the 
University, it is not diverse 
in the school age popula-
tion. I was generally the 
only Black student in my 
classes. I am also the child 
of an interracial family, 
so that further ostracized 
my direct connection with 
one culture. Then I went 
to Bates College for my 
BA and eventually North-
eastern University for my 
MPA. Neither one of these 
schools can claim to have 
good diversity metrics. 
Through these experiences 
of being a singular entity, 
I have figured out how to 
advocate for my individual 
position and how to ensure 
that my viewpoint is repre-
sented within a group.

Q. Have you spoken up 
against racial inequality 
in predominantly white 
spaces in the past? If so, 
what were the outcomes?

A. I struggle with speak-

ing about race in connec-
tion with my job. There are 
many stereotypes associated 
with Black men who speak 
up on issues (think angry 
black man), overexplain 
their positions (think uppity 
or professorial), or vocally 
engage (think dangerous 
or loud). I am in a delicate 
position of trying my hard-
est to help guide the Town’s 
financial future, support the 
staff of the largest employer 
in Town, inform the Council 
and facilitate their decision 
making, and now to be a fig-
urehead in a social upheav-
al of how we acknowledge 
and discuss race. Since I am 
not a politician, it is very 
difficult for me to advocate 
for my personal opinion or 
position on topics. Being a 
professional manager forces 
me to remain objective and 
generally agnostic.

Q. Growing up in 
Durham, what do you re-

See RACE Page 2

KENNEDY VISITS CONSTITUENTS

By Kate Anslinger 

While business owners 
start to navigate their way 
through the “new normal” 
of serving customers during 
the various reopening 
phases, public institutions 
are faced with the same 
challenges. 

As of July 1st, union em-
ployees at the library have 
been furloughed tempo-
rarily, and town manager, 
Austin Faison said that they 
are still determining the 
dates for the different re-
opening phases of the plan. 
The plan, which was first 
presented in May, annotates 
the various stages, from the 
current phase that has limit-
ed staff members and virtu-
al and digital programming. 
Phase three of the plan will 
include the return of all staff 

members with limited hours 
and social distancing prac-
tices in place. This phase 
of the plan will be closed 
to the public, however; the 
library will begin accepting 
returns via the exterior book 
drop box and patrons will 
be able to pick up materials. 

During phase four of the 
reopening plan, patrons will 
be allowed to browse items 
and have access to comput-
ers and copiers with time 
limits and during limited 
hours. Phase five will have 
the library opening with 
precautions and additional 
hours. During this phase, 
the library team will still 
need to work closely with 
the town to determine health 
and safety guidelines. Phase 
six will see a fully function-

Library reopening 
plan in place, dates 
to be determined

See LIBRARY Page 3

Chairman of Winthrop’s School Committee Valentino Capobianco and his father, Jim (left) 
are shown with their choice for US Senate Joe Kennedy III, and State Sen. Joseph Boncore 
at a meet and greet with the Senate candidate at Day Square in East Boston on Sunday, 
July 12.
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trol,” Faison wrote in an 
email to the Sun-Transcript. 
“In my opinion, the easing 
of restrictions has led to the 
increase in cases.”

Hurley agreed that the 
state’s progression through 
the reopening phases (Mas-
sachusetts entered Phase 3 
on July 6) has had an effect. 
Since then, many establish-
ments such as restaurants 
and fitness centers have re-
opened.

According to Hurley, 
there are a few other de-
velopments that the recent 
spike can be attributed to as 
well. 

For one, testing capabil-
ities have increased since 
March. While the town does 
not have a testing center of 
its own, the health depart-
ment receives information 
from Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, Massa-
chusetts General Hospital, 
East Boston Neighborhood 
Health, Cambridge Health 
Alliance, CVS and other 
sites across the state. Some 
sites report results within 
24 hours; some take as long 
as eight days. 

Although testing is an 
important step to keeping 
the community safe, ac-
cording to Hurley, it is not 
a fail-safe. It can take any-
where between two and 14 
days for the virus to be de-
tected. Someone exposed 
to a sick person on Friday 
can find out they were ex-
posed on Sunday, get tested 
on Monday, have a negative 

result and start showing 
symptoms on Wednesday. 

This discrepancy, ac-
cording to Hurley, makes 
it difficult and laborious 
to trace contacts and warn 
them of exposure. Hurley 
currently runs the tracing 
operation in town with 
three paid interns.

Furthermore, there is the 
increased social interaction 
that comes with summer 
weather and a population 
that is “fatigued” by the 
lack of socializing that the 
pandemic has forced it to 
endure.

Had you asked resi-
dents in April whether they 
would attend a barbeque 
with communal food, they 
would have vehemently re-
jected the notion, according 
to Hurley. But in the sum-
mer months, especially on 
holidays such as July 4th, 
that is exactly what was 
happening. 

“We have to do a lot bet-
ter at assessing our social 
interactions,” Hurley said. 

When interacting with 
others, Hurley said, it is im-
portant not to share food or 
drinks. Group interactions 
should be kept to 10 peo-
ple or less and should not 
be held indoors. Residents 
should also continue wear-
ing masks or face cover-
ing whenever in situations 
where social distancing 
(staying six feet apart from 
others) is not possible. 

“The more times that 
people interact with one 
another indoors or without 

masks,” Faison said, “the 
higher probability that peo-
ple can contract the virus.”

According to Faison, the 
town is exploring ideas to 
enforce certain measures 
“for the safety of every-
one.” He did not clarify 
what those measures were.

And despite the spike, 
there currently is no plan to 
reclose any of the business-
es that already have opened 
back up.

There is no plan to keep 
the schools closed in the 
fall, either. In fact, town 
officials and the health de-
partment have been work-
ing with Superintendent 
Lisa Howard to ensure a 
safe transition. 

There likewise is no 
plan to close the beaches, 
although Faison said the 
town is “considering all 
measures to keep people 
safe.”

Those locations are not 
inherently dangerous; rath-
er they may be locales for 
breaking the rules of social 
distancing. 

“That’s not the beach 
that’s putting them at risk,” 
Hurley said. “That’s their 
behavior that’s putting 
them at risk.”

Maxim Tamarov is a 
freelance reporter covering 
coronavirus and environ-
mental issues for the Win-
throp Sun Transcript. Send 
comments or story ideas 
to maxim.tamarov@gmail.
com.

WINTHROP POLICE BLOTTER

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL 

 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. It’s in print and online 
at ConsumerAction.gov. For your free copy, order online at 
ConsumerAction.gov; write to Handbook, Pueblo, CO 81009; or 
call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO.

The following incident 
reports are among the calls 
to which the Winthrop Po-
lice Department responded 
on the listed dates:

MONDAY, JUNE 29
0904: An officer stopped 

a motor vehicle (MV) for a 
civil motor vehicle infrac-
tion (CMVI) on Grovers 
Ave. and gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1130: A resident came 
into the station to report an 
identity theft relating to her 
bank account.

1307: A Seal Harbor res-
ident reported that her MV 
was struck by another MV 
while her MV was parked 
in the garage. The other op-
erator left a note on the vic-
tim’s car. The officer will 
file a report.

1837: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) for 
the civil motor vehicle in-
fraction (CMVI) of failing 
to stop for the stop sign at 
Walden and Main Sts. and 
gave a verbal warning to 
the operator.

2339: An officer stopped 
a MV that had been report-
ed stolen at the Dunkin’ Do-
nuts on Main St. The officer 
arrested Badr Aguaouz, 20, 
of Everett, on charges of 
receiving a stolen MV and 
unlicensed operation of a 
MV.

TUESDAY, JUNE 30
1015: An officer stopped 

a motor vehicle (MV) for a 
civil motor vehicle infrac-
tion (CMVI) at Revere and 
Hutchinson Sts. and gave a 
verbal warning to the oper-
ator.

1214: An officer re-
sponded to a motor vehicle 
accident (MVA) on Cross 
St. Both operators were in-
jured, but refused medical 
attention. The officer will 
file a report.

1303: An officer had the 
owners of two cars that 
were parked facing the 
wrong way on Putnam St. 
move their vehicles.

1425: A tow company re-
ported that it had performed 
a trespass tow of a MV on 
Trident Ave. 

1536: A MV that had 
been driven halfway into 
the marsh on Morton St. 
was towed out.

1755: An officer issued 
a parking ticket for a MV 
that was parked blocking 
the stairs of a residence on 
Pleasant Ct.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 1
1511: A resident reported 

that her identity had been 
used by someone attempt-
ing to obtain unemploy-
ment benefits.

2120: An officer re-
sponded to a report of a 
dog barking on Cutler St. 
The officer spoke to both 
parties. The dog owner ex-
plained that they had left 
the dog alone for an hour. 

2306: An officer direct-
ed five persons who were 
talking loudly outside of 
their residence on Re-
vere St. to bring it inside for 
the night.

2311: An officer dis-
persed a group of youths 
from Halford Beach.

2315: An officer dis-
persed a male party from 
the steps at Hannaford Park.

THURSDAY, JULY 2
0358: An officer dis-

persed a MV with two per-
sons from the area of Han-
naford Park.

1214: A tow was ordered 
for a MV blocking a drive-
way in the 900 block of 
Shirley St.

1245: A Pebble Ave. resi-
dent reported that the wind-
shield on his MV had been 
broken overnight.

1421: An officer directed 
the owner of a MV block-
ing a driveway in the 900 
block of Shirley St. to move 
the MV.

1547: A Woodside Park 
resident reported the theft 
of a kayak from his back-
yard about a week ago.

2208: An officer re-
sponded to a one-car MVA 
on Cross St. at the golf 
club in which the MV went 
off the road and struck the 
town guard rail and a Na-
tional Grid pole, bringing 
down wires in the middle 
of the street. The MV was 
towed. 

FRIDAY, JULY 3
0031: An officer direct-

ed a couple, who said they 
were enjoying the view at 
Hannaford Park in their 
MV, to move along.

0109: Officers directed 
a group of loud party-go-
ers on Jefferson St. to end 
their festivities for the 
night.

0249: Officers directed a 
group of party-goers in the 
300 block of Winthrop St. 
to end their festivities for 
the night.

0832: An officer re-
trieved a hypodermic sy-

ringe that was found by a 
DPW worker in the ceme-
tery on Cross St.

1039: An officer re-
sponded to a report of a MV 
striking a wooden fence at 
the cemetery on Kennedy 
Drive. The operator agreed 
to pay for the damage.

2007: An officer dis-
persed a group of about 50 
youths from Yirrell Beach.

2051: An officer returned 
to Yirrell Beach to disperse 
the group of youths who 
had congregated behind the 
water tower.

2057: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) for 
the civil motor vehicle in-
fraction (CMVI) of failing 
to stop for the stop sign at 
Shirley St. and Washing-
ton Ave. and gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

2114: Officers ensured 
that the youths who were 
congregating at Yirrell 
Beach behind the wa-
ter tower were picked up 
by their parents.

2142: Two male parties 
on Yirrell Beach were or-
dered to leave for the night.

2206: An officer directed 
youths setting off fireworks 
behind the water tower to 
leave the area.

2256: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) on 
Washington Ave. for the 
civil motor vehicle infrac-
tion (CMVI) of a one-way 
violation and gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

SATURDAY, JULY 4
0031: A officer directed a 

group of party-goers play-
ing music loudly on Revere 
St. to turn it down.

0031: Two MVs that 
were damaged in a MVA on 
Main St. were towed. The 
operator of one of the MVs 

had fled the scene.
0047: An officer con-

fiscated fireworks from a 
group that had been setting 
them off at Short Beach.

1132: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) on 
Hadassah Way for the civ-
il motor vehicle infraction 
(CMVI) of a one-way vi-
olation and gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1253: An officer direct-
ed the owner of a MV ille-
gally parked along Yirrell 
Beach to move his MV.

1357: An officer issued 
multiple parking tickets to 
vehicles parked illegally in 
the 900 block of Shirley St.

1615: Vehicles that were 
parked so as to obstruct the 
flow of traffic on Billows 
St. at Triton Ave. were or-
dered towed.

1657: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) on 
Winthrop St. for the civ-
il motor vehicle infrac-
tion (CMVI) of failing to 
yield and gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

1708: An officer issued 
parking tickets to four MVs 
that were parked illegally in 
the 700 block of Shirley St.

1921: Officers arrested 
a 30 year-old Wilshire St. 
man on an outstanding war-
rant.

1931: An officer ended a 
fireworks display at Lewis 
Lake.

2049: Officers shut down 
more fireworks at Bowdoin 
St. and River Rd.

2059: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) on 
Washington Ave. for a civ-
il motor vehicle infraction 
(CMVI) and gave a verbal 
warning to the operator.

2108: An officer direct-
ed parties on Almont St. to 
end their fireworks.

2125: An officer directed 
youths at Beacon Circle to 
end their fireworks.

2228: A group of youths 
who were setting off fire-
works at Morton St. and 
Amelia Ave. fled the scene 
when an officer arrived. 
The officer seized the re-
maining fireworks.

2309: An officer direct-
ed residents and guests at a 
loud house party at Wyman 
St. and Tafts Ave. to end it 
for the night.

2315: Officers dispersed 
a large group from Yirrell 
Beach.

2319: An officer stopped 
a motor vehicle (MV) on 
River Rd. for a civil motor 
vehicle infraction (CMVI) 
and gave a verbal warning 
to the operator.

2343: Officers dispersed 
a group of 30 persons from 
the area of Shirley and El-
iot Sts. who reportedly had 
been setting off fireworks 
and drinking.

SUNDAY, JULY 5
0017: An officer restored 

the peace among persons 
involved in an alterca-
tion on Crest Ave., one of 
whom allegedly had a base-
ball bat.

0042: Officers ensured 
that a loud party at a Court 
Rd. address had ended for 
the night.

1056: A Pleasant St. res-
ident reported that a chil-
dren’s bicycle had been 
stolen from their backyard 
overnight. The officer will 
file a report.

1210: An officer assisted 
a person who reported that 
she had lost her engage-
ment ring on Yirrell Beach. 
The officer located a person 
with a metal detector and 
the ring was found.COVID-19 // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

• Maryland Avenue
• Otis Street
• Pebble Avenue
• Shirley Street heading 

south from the Petrel Street 
intersection.

• Siren Street
• Tafts Avenue
• Townsend Street
• Triton Avenue
• Undine Avenue
• Whittier Street
For a map of the affected 

area, please click here.
Areas posted as “No 

Parking except for Saturday 
and Sunday Church Ser-
vices” are exempt from the 
permit requirement from 
one hour before scheduled 
church services to one hour 
after the services end.

All other parking regula-
tions remain in effect.

NEW PASTOR AT 
FIRST CHURCH OF 
WINTTHOP

Parishioners at First 
Church of Winthrop Unit-

ed Methodist welcomed 
their new pastor, Rev. John 
Melick on July 5th.

Rev.  Melick succeeds 
Pastor Sunjae Lee, who 
was reassigned to a full 
time ministry position in 
Vermont after a two-year 
part-time assignment at 
First Church.

Rev. Melick shared that 
he has a long connection to 
Methodism and spent his 
early years in United Meth-
odist churches in North 
Carolina and Ohio. During 
his high school years he felt 
a call to vocational minis-
try  in the church so after 
graduating he studied mu-
sic composition and voice 
at Belmont University in 
Nashville with the intention 
of working in music minis-
try.

He worked as a youth 
and music minister at a 
church in Georgia and at 
Calvary United Methodist 
in Nashville. 

He began to explore his 

call to ordained ministry 
during his eight years at 
Calvary and was certified 
for candidacy and attended 
Vanderbilt University Di-
vinity School

Rev. Melick is married 
to Eveleigh Wagner, who 
works as an outpatient psy-
chiatrist at Mount Auburn 
Hospital in Cambridge. 

They are living in the 
church’s parsonage with 
their dog, Archie, and are 
looking forward to becom-
ing part of the Winthrop 
community.

In light of the continuing 
concerns about the corona-
virus, Rev. Melick will be 
broadcasting his weekly 
sermons on Winthrop cable 
at 9 a.m. on Sundays un-
til further notice. Sermons 
will also be available on the 
church’s website.

Church members and 
friends will meet in the 
parking lot of the church at 
10 a.m. for continued fel-
lowship.

News Briefs // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Race // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
member about the formal 
education you received 
regarding Black history? 
How was this education 
supplemented by your 
family and by your own 
research?

A. There wasn’t a ton of 
attention to Black Histo-
ry while I was growing up 
in Durham. Some of my 
teachers noted important 
people throughout history, 
but there was little attention 
paid to some of the negative 
qualities of the people that 
we did spend time on. That 
said, I was lucky to have a 
Black father that taught me 
about Black culture, the 
heroes that have been cele-
brated, some that have been 
forgotten, and the impor-
tance that we have played in 
the foundation of this coun-
try. Having a close relation-
ship with UNH also afford-
ed me relationships with 
college aged athletes and 
professors that opened my 
eyes to the world outside 
of Durham. Lastly, I was a 
teacher’s assistant in col-
lege for an African-Ameri-

can Studies professor, so I 
had a crash course in that 
history in college.

Q. Talk about a time 
that you experienced 
overt racism or racist mi-
croaggression.

A. Every time that an in-
dividual assumes that I went 
to college to help the diver-
sity metrics of my class or 
that I was there due to affir-
mative action. And the same 
goes for my professional 
life, when people assert that 
I was afforded an opportu-
nity because of the color of 
my skin or the positive mes-
saging that could be afford-
ed to my employer.

Q. How has your expe-
rience in Winthrop as a 
Black person been similar 
or different to the other 
majority white spaces in 
which you have previous-
ly existed?

A. Winthrop is similar 
because there are many 
people that want to help get 
the culture into the correct 
place. They are willing to 

listen, show up, and do the 
work. This group has been 
empowered due to recent 
events, and I look forward 
to where their work takes 
them. The way that I would 
note that Winthrop is differ-
ent, is that there are vocal 
people that are advocating 
against paying attention to 
[this] issue. I don’t under-
stand how data and num-
bers do not convince these 
individuals, but they feel it 
is necessary to try to rede-
fine or diminish the experi-
ences of others and fail to 
acknowledge data.

Q: At the Council meet-
ing on June 2, you invited 
residents who objected to 
your June 2 statement to 
contact you directly for a 
conversation. Has anyone 
reached out?

A. Nobody has contact-
ed me to further discuss 
my statements. My invi-
tation stands though. I am 
more than willing to have a 
conversation about the for-
mation of my opinions and 
viewpoints as a Black man.
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By Kate Anslinger 

As the 2020-2021 school 
year approaches, faculty 
and staff are scrambling 
to solidify a plan based on 
guidance provided by the 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(DESE). 

“It is an overwhelming 
amount of information to 
digest and implement in a 
very short period of time,” 
said School Superintendent 
Lisa Howard. 

A Reopening of Schools 
Task Force has been en-
gaged in applying guid-
ance provided by the DESE 
and has been in the midst 
of developing structures, 
systems, and practices that 
both will ensure the safe-
ty of students and max-
imize their learning and 
social-emotional develop-
ment. The many moving 
parts involved, are chang-
ing daily and will need to 
be adjusted based on the 
guidelines that get passed 
down. 

In the meantime, the task 
force has taken proactive 
measures and engaged in 
the following: 

• Identification and de-
velopment of CORE Re-
opening of Schools Task 
Force Team and Subcom-
mittees.

• Ordering and stock-
piling cleaning supplies, 
building signage and per-
sonal protective equipment.

• Applied for/acquire any 

additional state and federal 
funding that is available.

• Identification of isola-
tion spaces in each building 
if a staff member or stu-
dent becomes ill during the 
school day (separate from 
the current nurse’s office).

• School building and 
classroom evaluation and 
mapping of space and fur-
nishings to determine how 
many students and staff, 
given the distancing re-
quirements, can occupy the 
space.

• Reviewing all DESE 
and CDC communication 
and guidance.

“DESE has placed a 
strong emphasis on getting 
as many students back in 
school buildings as safely 
possible,” said Howard. “In 
order to accomplish this, 
we are charged with cre-
ating and submitting three 
plans to meet the needs of 
our students as we get clos-
er to the September open-
ing of our schools.”

The first, and most pre-
ferred plan is for all stu-
dents to return to a full-
time, in-person classroom 
setting, while adhering to 
safety measures. While the 
task force is in the process 
of evaluating the facilities 
for this preferred return, it 
will be greatly impacted on 
the increase and/or decrease 
of COVID cases during the 
remainder of the summer. 

The second plan that 
needs to be submitted is a 
hybrid model which would 

require students to alternate 
in-person learning with re-
mote learning. In the event 
that there is an increase in 
COVID cases or if the ma-
jority of students are not 
able to fit inside classrooms 
while adhering to the re-
quired social distancing 
guidelines, the hybrid plan 
would be implemented. 

If schools are to remain 
closed and if there is an 
increase in COVID cases, 
a third, all-remote learn-
ing model would be put in 
place. 

Howard said that if the 
school has to adopt an all 
remote model, it would 
need to be more robust than 
the remote learning mod-
el that was utilized in the 
spring. 

“We are currently work-
ing on a plan that would pro-
vide students with a model 
that would allow them to 
access all grade-level con-
tent standards and practic-
es, and teachers would as-
sess and grade students on 
their progress.”

As the district faces the 
unknown and awaits guid-
ance from DESE, faculty 
and staff members are re-
maining flexible. The fol-
lowing key points will be 
taken into consideration 
during the planning pro-
cess:  

Students at the elemen-
tary and middle levels will 
remain in the same class-
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ing library with caution re-
garding large group events. 

“Again, the focus right 
now is on the health of the 
staff and the community,” 
said Faison. “We must be 
cautious as we consider re-
opening buildings and we 
cannot become complacent. 
The library is by no means 
permanently closed. I know 

that has been a rumor in 
Town, but it couldn’t be 
further from the truth. This 
is a temporary measure. 
What we are still determin-
ing are the dates that we 
can commit to the different 
phases of the plan.” 

Currently, there is lim-
ited pick up and drop off 
through the Library Direc-

tor. Virtual and digital pro-
gramming is available and 
more will be rolled out by 
August 1st. You can view 
the reopening plan at: 

(https://www.winthrop-
publiclibrary.org/wp-con-
ten t /uploads /2020/07/
WinthropPublicLibrary-
PhasedReopeningPlan-
May2020.pdf). 

School District awaits guidance from DESE
Some residents suggested 
a mixed-use for the proper-
ty of residential and retail, 
an idea that would boost 
the economic vibrancy of 
the nearby Winthrop Cen-
ter business district. The 
construction of a new com-
bined public safety (fire and 
police) building on the site 
was also brought to the ta-
ble.

Town Manager Austin 
Faison was present at the 
meeting while Council 
President Phil Boncore and 
Precicnt 5 Councillor Peter 
Christopher led a contin-
gent of town officials par-
ticipating in the meeting.

One resident asked why 
the town had been delayed 
in its efforts to develop 
the property, noting that it 
was clear seven years ago 
that the Winthrop Middle 
School was going to be part 
of a new Winthrop Middle/
High School that opened 
in 2016. Today Faison and 
town officials seem poised 
to advance on what would 
be a transformational de-
velopment for the area – in 
fact, the next meeting on 
the Middle School property 
is slated for August.

Those who remained 
through the end of the meet-
ing heard Sean Driscoll, di-
rector of parks recreation, 
and Debbie Kneeland Kee-
gan, executive director of 
For Kids Only, propose us-
ing the property for the de-
velopment of a recreation 
center.

Both Driscoll and Knee-
land Keegan bring years of 
experience and expertise 
to the issue of having suf-
ficient recreational and af-
ter-school programs avail-
able for youths. Driscoll has 
been the town’s parks and 
recreation director for 21 
years. In fact, Driscoll’s of-
fice has been located inside 
the former Middle School 
building for the past nine 
years. Meanwhile, Knee-
land Keegan revolutionized 
after-school programming 
with the founding of For 
Kids Only (FKO) that has 
served thousands of area 
youths and become a na-
tional model. She is FKO’s 
executive director.

Driscoll spoke about the 
construction of a new rec-
reational center during the 
meeting and in an ensuing 
interview.

“There is a need for a 
recreational center and a 
gym because of the mistake 
that was made when they 
built the new high school/
middle school – they only 
made one gymnasium – and 
space is tight there and you 
can’t do events because it’s 
booked with high school 
sports, which it should be,” 
said Driscoll.

Driscoll would also like 
to see a police and fire pub-
lic safety built on the Pau-
line Street property.

“Instead of thinking 
about putting in condomini-
ums and more storefronts, 
the town is in desperate 
need of a public safety 
building for our fire and po-
lice departments and I think 
it’s time,” said Driscoll. 
“You could have a nice, 
little setup there and use 
Ingleside Park as a gateway 
to a new recreation center 
and over to a new Winthrop 
Center,” said Driscoll. 
“I think it’s important to 
maintain Ingleside Park as 
a centerpiece in our town. 
To me, Ingleside Park is our 
Boston Common.”

Kneeland Keegan fol-
lowed Driscoll and thanked 
the meeting organizers for 
“a well-organized” format 
and “allowing the opportu-
nity for information-gather-
ing and community input.” 
Kneeland Keegan said she 
is developing a new FKO 
facility in Precinct 1.

“I agree that this is all 
about balance,” began Kee-
gan Kneeland. “I feel the 
future of this parcel should 
be mixed use of residential 
space, retail space, and a 
dedicated space for youth 
and community access – 
and most of all, preserved 
green space.

“I feel strongly that our 
youth need healthy spaces 
to grow and thrive. It is our 
responsibility to provide 
green spaces and physical 
structures for open access 
for physical, recreation-
al, and social opportuni-
ties for our children and 
youth. We should be learn-
ing some valuable lessons 
from COVID-19 in that our 
breath is vital to our exis-
tence and we are intercon-
nected beings to our earth,” 
continued Kneeland Kee-
gan.

“I fully understand the 
need for revenue and ap-
preciate that, which is why 
there is a need for balance 
in the development of this 
parcel – however, I do now 
want to sacrifice our green 
space, nor space for our 
town youth and seniors 
for physical recreation, the 
arts, and social interaction. 
Winthrop does not have a 
YMCA, we do not have a 
Boys and Girls Club. And 
yes, we are very unique in 
this way. Why? Because we 
are an intimate communi-
ty armed with tremendous 
opportunity to allow for in-
novative use of space. I feel 
the blended use of space 
for all of us to enjoy such 
things as the arts and phys-
ical activity is imperative 
in terms of developing this 
space.”

rooms for most of the day. 
They will have opportuni-
ties for mask breaks, recess, 
and outdoor learning space 
when weather permits.

We will do our best to 
cluster students and reduce 
travel between classes at 
the Middle School and High 
School. We will provide op-
portunities for mask breaks 
and outdoor learning space 
when weather permits.

All students in grades 
two through twelve will 
be required to wear masks 
unless there are extenuat-
ing circumstances. Mask 
wearing is recommended 
for kindergarten and first 
graders. We are looking at 
multiple options for addi-
tional personal protective 
wear for our staff and stu-
dents (clear masks, shields, 
sanitizing stations, waste 
stations, etc.).

Students will be eating in 
their classrooms and we are 
exploring options with our 
school food service such 
as grab-and-go lunches 
available for those students 
participating in the school 
lunch program.

We are developing train-
ing and protocols for fac-
ulty, staff, students, and 
families on school safety 
measures, including social 
distancing, proper mask 
wearing, and hand washing.

Band, chorus, physi-
cal education and theater 
teachers will need to mod-
ify their instruction signifi-
cantly in order to follow 
safety guidelines. We are 
in the process of exploring 
multiple options for this re-
designed instruction.

Students on Individu-
al Educational Programs 
(IEP) will continue to re-
ceive Free and Appropriate 
Public Education (FAPE) 
in the Least Restrictive 
Environment (LRE) when-
ever appropriate, safe and 
possible. Additional safety 
precautions will need to 
be taken for some 1:1 in 
person services and we are 
working on the design of 
such to ensure compliance. 

“There is a tremendous 
amount of additional work 
that needs to be accom-
plished to safely return our 
students and staff to school 
and we are committed to 
the process of getting this 
job done and there is no 
doubt that attending school 
in September will feel very 
different for students and 
staff, however we will be 
making every effort to 
make your child’s experi-
ence in school as positive 
and familiar as possible.”

Updates will continue 
to be provided on the web-
page, under Reopening of 
Schools:  www.winthrop.
k12.ma.us 
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Guest Op-ed

What to consider before adopting a pet
By Susan Marie

 As word grew that peo-
ple were going to have to 
shelter-in-place for an un-
specified length of time, 
animal shelters began to 
empty. Thousands of peo-
ple realized that they may 
be lonely during this time 
of social-distancing from 
family and friends. In some 
situations, parents came to 
the conclusion that their 
children needed a happy 
diversion and agreed to 
add a furkid to their family. 
Whatever the reason, shel-
ters began to empty and 
animal lovers, like myself, 
were thrilled. However, 
families are seeking guid-
ance on what dog might be 
right for them. Those who 
have already added a dog to 
their family are concerned 
with how to keep their new 
pet happy. Below are some 
points to consider, as you 
ponder which animal to 
bring home and what to do 
once they step their excited 
paws through your thresh-
old.

1. The coronavirus pan-
demic will not last forever, 

but adopting your “furever 
friend” is a lifetime com-
mitment of unconditional 
love. The first thing to con-
sider is your family’s life-
style. Are you looking for a 
dog that is high energy that 
will join the kids in playful 
romps in the yard and long 
runs? Or are you looking 
for a less active dog who 
enjoys binge watching TV 
while you are on Zoom 
meetings and the kids are 
in online classes? Do you 
want your dog to be happy 
with a leisurely walk after 
dinner and easy, quiet fun 
in the home or yard? A se-
nior citizen might consider 
a smaller senior pup who 
enjoys cuddling on the sofa 
and healthy snacks. It is 
important to keep in mind 
your pup’s breed, size and 
temperament when consid-
ering what your home and 
lifestyle can reasonably 
accommodate. Though 
the adoption process itself 
may differ slightly during 
COVID-19, please feel free 
to contact your local shel-
ter and rescue organization 
and they will gladly help 
you choose the “furever 

friend” that is best for your 
home and family.  

2. Consider preparing for 
the pandemic as you would 
to prepare for a disaster, like 
hurricane season. Compile 
a first aid kit and an emer-
gency kit and for your pet 
that includes at least two 
weeks of food and treats, 
medications, medical re-
cords, veterinarian(s) con-
tact information. Also be 
sure to have all necessary 
everyday supplies, such as 
collars, leashes, harnesses 
and disposable bags.  Make 
sure your dog has ID tags 
and is microchipped with 
your current contact infor-
mation as well as that of an 
emergency contact outside 
the area. 

3.  How much time will 
you be able to spend with 
your dog during and after 
the pandemic? More time 
spent at home together 
while you work from home 
is a great opportunity to 
bond with your furkid and 
also increases your avail-
ability to train. For some 
behavioral concerns, in-
cluding separation anxiety, 
please contact a profes-

sional trainer who may of-
fer online classes.  When 
you return to work, keep 
in mind who will look after 
your pup during the day. 
You may decide to take 
your pup to doggy day care 
or hire a professional pet 
sitter to visit your home in 
the morning and afternoon 
for bathroom breaks and 
exercise.

4. If adopting is some-
thing that you may not be 
able to commit to at this 
time, please consider fos-
tering a dog. Contact your 
local shelter or rescue or-
ganization to see if they 
have a foster plan that bet-
ter suits your family’s life-
style. Keep in mind adopt-
ing a pet into your family is 
a lifetime commitment that 
will change both of your 
lives “furever.”

For over fifteen years, 
Susan Marie has been 
spreading the word about 
puppy love through her na-
tional weekly radio show, 
The Doggy Diva Show. Su-
san is also the author of the 
award-winning Miss Olive 
children’s book trilogy The 
Doggy Diva Diaries.

STOCK MARKET 
RELEVANCE 
EDITORIAL  

Dear Editor: 
I strongly agree with 

your incisive editorial 
which eviscerated the com-
mon myth that the stock 
market accurately rep-
resents the U.S. economy. 
As you point out there is 

in fact a major dichotomy 
between the stock market 
and the economy, known as 
the Wall Street-Main Street 
disconnect which contin-
ues to be a huge factor in 
the long term erosion of 
America’s essential middle 
class, the country’s heart 
and soul.

The coronavirus pan-
demic has clearly intensi-

fied this trend toward grow-
ing economic equality to 
the point where significant 
public sector monetary and 
fiscal policies are urgent-
ly required for immediate 
implementation in order 
to avoid a 1929 era Great 
Recession repeat. Louis 
Brandeis was right: “Amer-
ica can choose between a 
true democracy, or wealth 

concentrated in the hands 
of a few, but not both.”

The country must imme-
diately invest in our long-
term future to begin the 
rebuilding of our middle 
class which historically has 
been the nation’s economic 
recovery engine while re-
ducing economic inequal-
ity.

John Vitagliano

LETTER to the Editor

WHEN DID THE U.S. GO 

FROM FIRST TO WORST?
For those of us of the Baby Boom generation, it was un-

questionable that the United States was "the best" country 
in the world.

Despite the war in Vietnam, Watergate, recessions, 9/11, 
and other setbacks, America continued to be a global lead-
er in just about every aspect of world affairs.  

Basically, there was the U.S. -- and then there was ev-
erybody else.

American exceptionalism was taken for granted (even if 
in truth we often were not all that exceptional).

However, the coronavirus has pulled back the curtain 
and exposed us for what we have become -- a nation that 
ranks among the worst by many metrics. Compared to our 
supposed peers in Western Europe and Asia, our response 
to the pandemic has been pathetic. COVID-19 death rates 
per capita in Western Europe are only a 10th of the death 
rate in the U.S. And while theirs are falling, ours is rising. 

Consider these additional facts: 
How can it be that we have 4% of the world's popula-

tion, but we have 25% of the deaths from COVID-19?
How can it be that four months into the pandemic, we 

still do not have enough PPE (personal protective equip-
ment) for our hospital and other front line workers?

How can it be that some of our states have more new 
cases of COVID-19 than entire countries?

How can it be that not only is the amount of our testing 
still woefully inadequate, but that our labs are so backed 
up that it is taking 5-7 days to get results -- which all but 
makes the testing useless because results need to be made 
available within 24-48 hours?

COVID-19 has revealed us to be the equivalent of a so-
called Third World country. 

To put it simply, we have devolved from being a glob-
al leader to that of a global laggard with the result that 
thousands of Americans are getting sick and dying and our 
economy remains in tatters -- and with no end in sight.

NAME CHANGE WAS A LONG 

TIME COMING
The decision this week by the Washington Redskins to 

change its team name was long, long, LONG overdue.
The term "redskin" is -- and always has been -- a racist 

reference to Native Americans.
For anyone who doubts that notion, just think about all 

of the western movies that have permeated our culture for 
almost 100 years. When the hero would say something 
like, "Let's kill all of those thievin' redskins," (or some-
thing similar), the use of the term "redskin" was meant to 
dehumanize Native Americans. 

It certainly was not a complimentary term.
We should point out that the obnoxious and arrogant 

owner of the Washington football team for years has ridi-
culed any suggestion that he change the team's name.

It finally was the force of economics, not a sudden surge 
of altruism, that prompted the team's about-face. When 
various team sponsors -- who themselves became motivat-
ed to do so only in light of recent events -- threatened to 
remove their millions of dollars of revenue, that finally is 
what got the team ownership's attention.

So we're happy to see that yet another vestige of Ameri-
ca's racist past is falling. There still is a lot more to do, but 
changing the name of Washington's football team is yet 
another step in the right direction as we acknowledge and 
renounce our racist and genocidal past.

To quote the Sam Cooke song:
It's been a long, a long time coming 
But I know a change's gonna come, oh, yes, it will
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10 years ago
July 9, 2010
The annual Fourth of 

July celebration on Pt. 
Shirley with the Horribles 
Parade in the morning and 
fireworks in the evening 
once again was a smash-
ing success, bringing enjoy-
ment to thousands of Win-
throp residents and visitors.

Town Manager James 
McKenna announced the 
appointment this week of 
Peter Lombardi to the new 
position of part-time grants 
administrator for the town. 

Complaints by residents 
at Governor’s Park about 
a group of youths drinking 
and setting off fireworks 
in the parking lot Sunday 
night resulted in one 18-
year old youth being ar-
rested for being a minor in 
possession of alcohol and 
possession of marijuana 
with intent to distribute, af-
ter police found more than 
$1,200 worth of marijuana 
in a locked safe in the sus-
pect’s car.

Attorney Mark Roton-
do, 42, received seven of 
13 votes of a joint meeting 
of the Town Council and 
School Committee to win a 
seat on the School Commit-
tee. Karen Chavis and Ron 
Vecchia received the votes 
of three members apiece. 
Rotondo fills the vacan-
cy that was created when 
School Committee mem-
ber Gus Martucci resigned 
in June. School Commit-
tee Chairman Pat Milano 
has also stepped down and 
members of the Council 
and School Committee will 
reconvene on July 20 to 
elect another new member. 

Lifelong Red Sox fan 
John Marotta, a retired 26 
year-member of the Win-
throp Police Dept., won 
Monster seats to 10 games 
at Fenway Park in the Bos-
ton Red Sox Monster Mon-
ey Second-Chance Draw-
ing from the Massachusetts 
State Lottery.

The Sorcerer’s Appren-
tice, Salt, and Despicable 
Me are playing at the Re-
vere Showcase Cinemas.

20 years ago
July 6, 2000
Thousands of Winthrop 

residents took part in tra-
ditional Fourth of July 
celebrations in the town, 
including the Horribles Pa-
rade on Pt. Shirley and a 
spectacular fireworks dis-
play at night from Snake 
Island.

Winthrop is ready for an 
onslaught of thousands of 
tourists who are expected to 
stream into the town in the 
coming week to witness the 
arrival of the Tall Ships as 
part of the Sail Boston 2000 
celebration. More than 200 
vessels from 35 countries 
will take part in the parade 
of ships. The Cottage Park 
Y.C. will serve as a hub 
for the event, welcoming 
nine of the ships and their 
crews. The aircraft carrier 
USS John F. Kennedy also 
will partake in the celebra-
tion.

State health officials 
say they are preparing to 
undertake a study to deter-
mine whether there are any 
effects on residents’ health 
because of the noise of jets 
from Logan Airport.

A memorial service for 
long-time Winthrop police 
officer and harbormaster 
Robert Crawford was held 
recently at which Craw-
ford’s ashes were thrown 
into the water off the Public 
Landing and a 21 gun salute 
was presented by the Amer-
ican Legion Post 146.

A Winthrop native, 
Cheryl Malcolm Alexan-
der (WHS Class of 1976) 
has received her Ph.D. in 
American and British Lit-
erature from the University 
of Gdansk in Poland, where 
she also teaches. She lives 
in the Baltic seaside resort 

of Sopot with her husband 
and two sons.

X-Men, Scary Mov-
ie, and Pokemon 2000 
are playing at the Revere 
Showcase Cinemas.

30 years ago
July 11, 1990
The Board of Selectmen 

unanimously has appointed 
Capt. David Higginbotham 
as the new chief of the Win-
throp Fire Dept. He suc-
ceeds Chief Charles Flana-
gan, who retired earlier this 
year.

Bonfires returned for a 
limited time on Pt. Shirley 
for the Fourth of July. The 
tradition had been stopped 
by town officials in recent 
years because of rowdi-
ness at the event by drunk-
en youths.

Ghost, Jungle Book, and 
Die Hard 2 are playing at 
the Revere Showcase Cin-
emas.

40 years ago
July 2, 1980
The annual cherry sheets 

released by the state have 
not produced a favorable 
result for Winthrop and 
many other communities 
across the state. The com-
bination of a reduction in 
local aid from the state and 
an increased assessment 
from the MBTA has net-
ted the town a shortfall of 
$213,000 compared to last 
year and will result in a 
$1.00 increase on the tax 
rate.

A fire that gutted the 
Winthrop Car Wash on 
Main St. caused an estimat-
ed $100,000 in damage.

A retirement tea was held 
for two long-time Town 
Hall employees, Louise 
Bernat and Mrs. Dorothy 
Sargeant.

Lester Towlson, the Ex-
ecutive Secretary to the Se-
lectmen, warned the board 
that they can expect to hear 
a lot of complaints from lo-
cal residents this summer 
because of the deplorable 
conditions of the town’s 
parks and playgrounds. 

Dustin Hoffmann and 
Meryl Streep star in Kram-
er v. Kramer at the Kincade 
Theatre.

50 years ago
July 9, 1970
School Committee mem-

ber William DiMento re-
vealed this week that he 
will be resigning from the 
board because he intends 
to move to Swampscott. 
DiMento cited the “intol-
erable noise” of jet aircraft 
from Logan Airport at his 
residence on Ingleside Ave. 
as the reason for his deci-
sion to leave the town.

Michael Matarazzo of 
Winthrop has been elected 
an Office Manager of the 
Charlestown Savings Bank 
by the board of trustees.

For the first time in the 
32-year history of the Win-
throp Rotary Club, one 
of its members, Barnett 
N. Samuels, proprietor of 
Samuels Drug Store, has 
been elected a Rotary Dis-
trict Governor. He will 
serve in that post for the 
1970-71 year.

A Winthrop serviceman, 
Staff Sgt. Francis R. Costa, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Fran-
cis A. Costa of Court Rd., 
has received the Air Force 
Commendation Medal for 
meritorious service while 
stationed at Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base in So. Vietnam.

1932: The Moonshine 
War is playing at the Win-
throp Cinema.

60 years ago
July 7, 1960
The School Commit-

tee awarded thousands of 
dollars of contracts for 
the coming school year to 
various vendors for coal 
and fuel oil, plastering and 
plumbing in the town’s 
schools, and milk for stu-
dent lunches. 

Winthrop’s shores have 

become a mecca for fish-
ermen, who have been at-
tracted by the abundance 
of fish, including fluke and 
school bass, which nor-
mally are found in waters 
south of Winthrop. One 
of the most outstanding 
catches recently was made 
by Hy Brill, who landed a 
37-point striped bass while 
trolling off Deer Island.

The Fourth of July once 
again proved to be a gala 
holiday in Winthrop, high-
lighted by the annual Hor-
ribles Parade on Pt. Shirley 
and the American Legion 
Carnival at Ingleside Park.

The Appeals Board will 
hold a public hearing on a 
petition by the Winthrop 
Housing Authority, which 
is seeking permission to 
construct a 30-unit public 
housing complex for the 
elderly on Circle St. near 
Lewis Lake.

The Cottage Park Y.C. 
has named three of the four 
members of last year’s ju-
nior sailing team that nar-
rowly missed winning the 
No. American champion-
ship by a half-point last 
year to this year’s team. The 
trio, Mike Keleher, Dan 
Mullane, and Susan For-
ristall, also won the Curtis 
Cup series in Marblehead 
and the New England Ju-
nior Sailing championship. 
They lost to the Vancouver, 
Canada team in the No. 
American championships. 
They will be joined by 
a fourth crew-mem-
ber,  Thomas Nichols.

Anthony Perkins and 
Jane Fonda star in The Tall 
Story at the Winthrop The-
atre.

70 years ago
July 6, 1950
Although rain marred the 

afternoon and evening cel-
ebrations on the Fourth of 
July, the morning’s fes-
tivities on the Point were 
observed in the usual fash-
ion, with more than 450 
youngsters and scores of 
parents treated to a gala 
array of events. The resi-
dents of Pt. Shirley raised 
$700 to provide ice cream, 
tonic, and all the fixin’s for 
their guests. An estimat-
ed 20,000 Hoodsie cups 
were passed out.

The Board of Health 
warned all residents that 
all of the town’s beaches 
on the harbor side remain 
closed because of pollu-
tion caused by a break in a 
sewage pipe last month that 
caused an overflow at Don-
ovan’s Beach.

Boys reaching the age of 
18 are required to register 
for the draft, which is re-
suming because of the out-
break of war in Korea. They 
can do so at the Selective 
Service office in Boston, 
Room 704, 141 Milk St.

Joanne Gould, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George 
Gould of Lewis Terrace, has 
returned home after an excit-
ing year of work and study in 
Israel. Miss Gould was bub-
bling over with enthusiasm 
for the “new land.”

Andrew A. Biggio of 
Hermon St., past deputy di-
rector of the Massachusetts 
Elks, presented a check for 
$1000 to the Elks Nation-
al Foundation at the recent 
game between the Red Sox 
and Yankees at Fenway 
Park. One thousand Elk 
members were on hand for 
the ceremonies.

Sterling Hayden stars in 
The Asphalt Jungle at the 
Winthrop and State The-
aters.

80 years ago
July 4, 1940
The Military Training 

Camps Assoc. has issued a 
statement outlining the rea-
sons for the Selective Ser-
vice Training and Service 
Bill now before Congress. 
It is thought that nothing 
less will suffice to protect 
the integrity and institution 
of the United States in the 
present world crisis.

WINTHROP Then and Now
Winthrop Improvement and Historical Association

By G. David Hubbard, Town Historian • Photos courtesy of Stephen F. Moran
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THE MORE 
Things Change ...

Items selected from past issues of the Winthrop Sun, The Winthrop 
Review, The Winthrop Visitor,  The Transcript and The Sun-Transcript

ARTICLE-928 - TAFT INN - PART ONE - HISTORY OF THE BUILDING

The preparation of these 
articles often includes his-
torical studies that can be-
come fascinating and in-
volved.  For instance, local 
history sources report that 
in 1830 Orray Augustus 
Taft built his famous Inn at 
the Southern end of Point 
Shirley.  However, genea-
logical records note that this 
same O.A. Taft was born 
in 1818 and would have 
then been only 12 years 
old when he built the Inn.  
This initiated further study 
and the review of many 
documents that indicate the 
first building of any sort 
on this site, opposite Mug-
ford Street, was the Point 
Shirley House constructed 
about 1840 by Philip Far-
rington Dascomb.  Less 
than 20 families lived on 
our peninsula at that time, 
few of which could ever af-
ford to eat at this establish-
ment. Out of town patrons 
could only get here by an 
infrequent and limited ferry 
service or come across the 
first bridge from East Bos-
ton which was constructed 
in 1839. It would seem that 
a restaurant of this magni-
tude could not have been fi-
nancially successful before 
then. It is noted that O.A. 
Taft, who had learned the 
restaurant business from 
his father’s establishment 
in Chelsea, appears to have 
purchased this building in 

1850. A copy of an August 
9th menu of that year titled 
“Dinner Menu for 45 Men 
at Taft’s Hotel” still exists 
that listed some 65 entrees 
including 34 game bird, 
26 fish/seafood and 5 meat 
dishes along with hum-
mingbirds served walnut 
shells.  All these items were 
readily available in the 
basement locker where they 
were kept refrigerated with 
blocks of ice cut during 
the winter months from lo-
cal ponds and then packed 
in straw.   This building 
burned to the ground on 
May 25, 1851 and an art-
ist’s drawing of it in flames, 
which was printed in the 
newspaper of the time, is 
shown here as picture one.  
The paper also still referred 
to it as the “Point Shirley 
House”.  It was rebuilt as 
the Taft Inn the same year 
and appeared as shown in 
picture two while he con-
tinued serving his world 
famous meals until 1889. In 
that year he closed it down 
following the death of his 
second son, O.A. Taft Jr. 
in February. It was also in 
1889 that the building was 
sold and became a private 
“Point Shirley Club”. Pic-
ture three is from an 1886 
Map showing the Taft Ho-
tel’s location during this 
period. Sometime between 
then and 1906, the building 
was renovated and minor 

changes to its appearance 
were implemented. For 
example, in picture 4, the 
balusters shown in the rail-
ing on the porch above the 
men on the first floor, alter-
nate from section to section 
from ornate round ones (as 
seen everywhere in the sec-
ond picture) to square ones.  
Sometime just before 1906, 
there was a second fire and 
the building was replaced 
with a stucco covered one.  
This building was locat-
ed about one block further 
North bordering on what 
is now Maryland Avenue.  
The Point Shirley Club 
ceased operation about 
1920 and the building re-
mained relatively unused 
until 1932 when it was 
purchased by Theodore 
Spanos who reopened it as 
a Greek Restaurant for two 
years.  The Spanos family 
continued to use the build-
ing for Greek Parties and 
as a summer residence until 
1952 when it was sold to 
Louis Deveto who razed it 
and built a number of small 
homes in the area.  Part 
of the hotel’s kitchen and 
basement still exist in the 
home currently at 20 Mary-
land Avenue.  Next week’s 
article will describe a num-
ber of the functions which 
are documented as having 
been held in the Taft Inn.  
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75 Sylvan Street., Suite B-202 Danvers, MA 
12 Revere Street, Winthrop, MA
info@elliotwhittier.com
www.elliotwhittier.com
800-696-3947

INSURANCE BUILT ON 
RELATIONSHIPS & TRUST

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1882

REPRESENTING 

AND MANY OTHER FINE COMPANIES

CAR INSURANCE • HOME INSURANCE • CONTRACTORS INSURANCE • BUILDING INSURANCE

BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Gorzkowicz, Matthew J Rauseo, Michael J 147 Court Rd $745,000
Bartlett, Albert Montani, Julio A 200 Governors Dr #1 $148,700
Hernandez, Jose R Chala, Dechassa K 700 Governors Dr #14  $260,000
Buckley, Marie R Donohue, Diane M 116 Oceanview St $600,000
Cassidy, Sean Sabia FT 190 Pauline St $577,600
Lopes, Julio Vasey FT LLC 230 River Rd $510,000
JJ Trek Inc Marie A Jackson RET 36 Sargent St $260,000
Legee, Albert J Currier RT 35 Somerset Ave  $820,000
Brevard, Nathaniel Nil, Osman F 145 Washington Ave  $980,000
Domercant, Kimberl A Dicicco, Iris 241 Washington Ave #2 $360,100
Ventura, Doug Moutairou, Satya 144 Winthrop Shore Dr #4 $260,000

Real Estate Transfers

HIGHLANDGROUP@COMPASS.COM
617.846.8000
75 CREST AVE, WINTHROP, MA
126 NEWBURY STREET, BOSTON, MA

JIM POLINO – ELIZABETH POLINO
JAMES POLINO – JONATHAN POLINO
SHARON TALLENT – ATIYEH CASSIDY
VIRGINIA BROWN – CHRISSY D’AMBROSIO
ANDRES RAMIREZ – DAVID TALLENT

It is our mission to help
EVERYONE find their place 

in the world.

AT THE HIGHLAND GROUP 
IT’S ALWAYS ABOUT YOU!

Website: 
town.winthrop.ma.us/

council-aging
Email: 

COAReception@town.
winthrop.ma.us

The Senior Center re-
mains closed at this time. 

While lunch is not being 
served, Meals on Wheels 
continues to operate. Resi-
dents who are in need and 
are not currently on the list 
to receive meals through 
Meals on Wheels can call 
Mystic Valley Elder Ser-
vices at 781-324-7705, with 

their name, phone number 
and address to be included 
in the program.

Exercise with Ernie 
Sarro: WCAT will pres-
ent Exercise with Ernie 
Sarro Monday – Friday at 
10:30am on Channel 3.

Winthrop Senior Center News

By Lauren Bennett

On July 7, the Suffolk 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment held a Senate Forum 
with Senator Ed Markey 
and Congressman Joe Ken-
nedy III, candidates for the 
US Senate in this year’s 
election.

The forum, which was 
moderated by Suffolk 
County Sheriff Steven 
Tompkins, was closed to 
the public, but was live 
streamed on Facebook and 
included questions from 
men and women in custo-
dy at the South Bay House 
of Correction. Each candi-
date had their own round of 
questions and were not in 
the room at the same time, 
and masks were worn by 
everyone and social dis-
tancing was observed.

Questions ranged from 
concerns about transporta-
tion access to ensuring sup-
port after prison to child-
care and housing.

In his opening statement, 
Senator Markey said that 
the criminal justice system 
needs to be “overhauled,” 
and that resources are not 
currently provided to peo-
ple to make sure they get 
the help they need before, 
during, and after prison. 
“We have to change that,” 
he said. 

“You learn a lot about a 
country by who it impris-
ons,” Markey said. “We 
imprison the black and 
the brown citizens in our 
country in disproportionate 
numbers.” 

When asked about the 
necessity for access to 

transportation, Markey said 
that he and Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley introduced 
legislation saying that pub-
lic transportation should be 
free “so that you’re able to 
go to your destination, to be 
where you have to be, to do 
what you have to do.” 

Congressman Kennedy 
agreed that “the obstacles 
that exist” for people to be 
able to get to and from plac-
es like work, school, and the 
grocery store “are massive” 
and possibly expanding or 
rethinking programs like 
the MBTA’s The Ride could 
be part of the solution.

Markey was also asked 
why prisons and jails are 
becoming “de facto mental 
health institutions,” and he 
said that de-institutionaliz-
ing people about 35 years 
ago put people with mental 
illness out on the streets.

“What we did was we 
took one program and end-
ed it,” he said, adding that 
the government then did not 
provide funding to ensure 
that individuals received 
proper health care. He said 
that making access to treat-
ment available “before they 
do something that results in 
the police taking them” is 
necessary, as are sufficient 
funds for the mental health 
system in general.

“We criminalize low lev-
el offenses rather than give 
resources,” he said, saying 
that mental health issues 
should be treated like the 
diseases they are. 

Markey was also asked 
why he is “interested in 
what we have to say if we 
are not able to vote as in-
mates?” In Massachusetts, 

those incarcerated for a fel-
ony are ineligible to vote, 
but are permitted to do 
so again once they are re-
leased. 

Markey responded with 
“because you’re citizens; 
because everyone should 
be treated with dignity.” He 
said that one day, “you’re 
going to go back out there,” 
and after leaving prison, he 
wants to make sure they get 
the help and support they 
need to be successful. “We 
have to think of you as a 
part of a larger family,” he 
said, and make sure that 
many issues are treated as 
health issues, not criminal 
ones. 

“Our country in this mo-
ment is in the midst of a 
massive cry for change,” 
Kennedy said in his open-
ing statement.  

Kennedy called for 
fewer people in jails, and 
“[making] sure we aren’t 
incarcerating folks who are 
sick.”    

On police reform, Mar-
key said that “every police 
officer should have to wear 
a camera. There should be 
no circumstances of where 
they aren’t and there should 
be a full recording of what 
took place.” 

He added that “any po-
lice officer that engages in 
conduct that violates the 
constitutional rights of an 
individual should be held 
accountable…in the crimi-
nal justice system.” 

Markey also called for 
more social workers, men-
tal health resources, drug 
rehabilitation workers, and 
employment opportuni-
ties to be funded with the 

reallocation of resources. 
He said doing so will help 
rid of the “school to prison 
pipeline” in America. 

“This is the moment of 
reckoning,” Markey said. 
“We need police account-
ability” and to deal with 
the “racial bias that is built 
into the system.” He talked 
about sentencing guidelines 
and the discrepancy that 
exists between crack and 
powdered cocaine. 

Markey was also asked 
about his initiatives against 
gun violence, and why 
there is a lot of housing for 
people dealing with sub-
stance abuse but not those 
involved in gun violence.

Markey said that despite 
the National Rifle Associ-
ation (NRA) not wanting 
it, he succeeded in adding 
$25 million to the federal 
budget for the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) to 
conduct research on the 
causes of gun violence. He 
also agreed that more assis-
tance and funding for those 
involved in gun violence is 
necessary. 

“A vision without fund-
ing is a hallucination,” he 
said. 

When asked about how 
he will help with racial 
disparities if elected to the 
Senate, Kennedy said “we 
need to be doing so much 
more. My efforts are ob-
viously not enough. My 
commitment to you is to 
do everything I possibly 
can.” He talked about filing 
legislation to address struc-
tural inequities, but he said 
showing up to communities 
“who have been screaming 
about this for longer than 

I’ve been alive” and “where 
people are unseen and un-
heard” is vital. “There is 
value in showing up,” he 
said. 

Kennedy said that “the 
way in which we approach 
the ‘war on drugs’ does 
not work,” and it “has to 
change.” 

He said those in prison 
for a long period of time 
also need access to educa-
tion and professional devel-
opment programs to give 
them skill sets to be able to 
provide for their families 
once they are out of prison.

Markey also said he will 
advocate for change to the 
mandatory minimum sen-
tencing system, which he 
said is “leading to over 
incarceration.” Kennedy 
agreed that they system 
needs to change.

Housing was another 
issue brought up several 
times in different contexts. 
Markey said that making 
sure people do not get evict-
ed from their homes and 
ensuring they have income 
coming in each month is 
important. 

Kennedy said that “hous-
ing is one of the biggest 
roadblocks that we face 
here,” and more money is 
needed for affordable hous-
ing as many people who 
are vital to running the city 
can’t even afford to live in 
it. “100 percent, we have to 
do an awful lot more,” Ken-
nedy said. 

One of the women said 
that many inmates do not 
trust elected officials like 
Kennedy because “you ha-
ven’t had our background.” 
She said that when she gets 

out, she wants to fight for 
women inmates, and sug-
gested that hiring people 
like her would be a huge 
help to elected officials. 
“People that don’t know 
what it’s like to be arrest-
ed” shouldn’t be the ones 
making decisions on related 
topics, she said, adding that 
she believes former inmates 
acting as consultants could 
be beneficial.

“I think it’s a great idea,” 
Kennedy said. “Govern-
ment is the way we as a 
collective respond to chal-
lenges.”

In closing, Markey re-
iterated his commitment 
to working on the lack of 
funding for substance abuse 
and mental health issues, 
which are “making it diffi-
cult for people to reincorpo-
rate into society,” he said. 

“I promise you that I 
will fight with every ounce 
of strength which I have to 
overhaul this criminal jus-
tice system; this policing 
system,” he added. There 
are “too many people be-
hind bars who shouldn’t be 
there.”

Kennedy said that 
“our normal…isn’t good 
enough. We have a chance 
to actually reset the trajec-
tory of our country.” He 
called for “policies that 
meet people where they are 
and say ‘let’s do something 
about it.’”

The full Senate forum 
can be viewed on the Suf-
folk County Sheriff’s De-
partment Facebook page. 

Markey and Kennedy answer questions posed by inmates in socially distanced forum

Candidate for US Sen-
ate Joe Kennedy was hard 
at work last Sunday after-
noon, he visited East Bos-
ton’s Day Square, and was 
received at local business 
owner, Marvin Jimenez at 
Pueblo Viejo on Benning-
ton Street. Supporters from 
East Boston, Winthrop, Ev-
erett and Revere and other 
surrounding communities 
joined Kennedy for sign 
holding and door knocking. 

Prior to the around the com-
munity visit, Kennedy ad-
dressed an intimate crowd 
at Pubelo Viejo, on any 
personal questions about 
the campaign or prospects 
about the turbulent times 
we are in. Following the 
question and answer seg-
ment, Kennedy and compa-
ny visited the Falcon Street 
area, for some door to door 
campaigning.

Shown above, candidate for US Senate Joe Kennedy had a big reception in East Boston’s Day Square last Sunday, prior to 
his door to door campaigning following his reception. Shown to the left, State Sen. Joseph Boncore greets his friend Joe 
Kennedy last Sunday afternoon.

CANDIDATE FOR U.S. SENATE JOE KENNEDY VISITS CONSTITUENTS IN EAST BOSTON 
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P lease Recyclew :)

SportsSports

nmls #1881Al Petrilli  #36732

(617) 901-5232 | al@newfed.com
#1303164   Al Petrilli Jr.

aljr@newfed.com | (617) 513-3882550 Pleasant St., Winthrop 02152 unit 109

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sun: 7:30am-8:30pm

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Hunts Pasta Sauce  24 oz ...........10/$10.00
Betty Crocker Suddenly Salad ....10/$10.00
Rice-A-Roni .....................................10/$10.00
Gatorade  64 oz ................................ 2/$4.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent  75 oz ........2/$5.00
Capri Sun Drinks ................................. 2/$4.00
Skippy Peanut Butter ........................ 2/$4.00
Barilla Pasta ........................................4/$5.00

(gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)

Chicken of the Sea  Chunk Light 

Canned Tuna in water ..........................4/$5.00
Turkey Hill Iced Tea ............................. 2/$3.00
Redi Whipped Cream ...........................2/$5.00
Stok Cold Brew Coffee  48 oz ............... $3.99

Best Yet Oven Roasted Turkey Breast $5.99/lb
Alpine Lace Swiss Cheese ................ $6.99/lb
Kretschmar Rotisserie Chicken Breast .. $6.99/lb
Best Yet Imported Cooked Ham ..... $3.99/lb
Hans Kissle Cheese Tortellini Salad $6.99/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Weekend Specials
Friday, July 17th through Sunday July 19th

"while supplies last"

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, JULY 16TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY JULY 22ND, 2020

Produce
Fresh Italian Plum Tomatoes ............$1.29/lb
Imported Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupes .. 2/$5.00
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ... 2/$5.00
California Fresh Sleeved Celery .............$1.29 
Sweet & Tasty Driscoll Raspberries  6 oz . $2.99

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Assorted Bone In Pork Chops ..........$1.49/lb 
Center Cut Steaks ...........................$2.99/lb
Bone In Chicken Thighs ......................$1.19/lb

Tyson Bacon .....................................2/$11.00
Bob Evans Mashed Potatoes 
& Macaroni & Cheese ........................ 2/$8.00

Family Pack Specials

Bakery

BAKERY
Lemon Poppy Muffins 4pk .................................... $4.99
Parisian Bread ........................................................$1.99
DELI
Great Lakes American Cheese ...................... $3.29/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ....................................... $8.99/lb
PRODUCE
Creamy Smooth Tropical Avocados ............... 4/$5.00
Bi-Color Sweet Corn .........................................5/$2.99
Fresh & Crisp Iceberg Lettuce ............... 4/$5.00 limit 4

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Sirloin Strip Steak ....... $8.99/lb
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast ..............$1.89/lb
Family Pack Chicken Drumsticks .......................99¢/lb
GROCERY
Starbucks K-Cups ....................................$5.99 limit 3
Kemps Frozen Yogurt .............................. $2.99 limit 3
Tropicana Orange Juice 89 oz ............... $4.99 limit 2

Pecan Sticky Buns  6 pk .........................$4.99 
Our Own Assorted Brownies  ................$3.59 
7" Chocolate Oreo Cake ......................... $7.99

By Cary Shuman

Meet the Blue Racers
The Racers, consisting 

of 6-and-7-year-old camp-
ers, are having a great sum-
mer in what has been ideal 
weather for outdoor activ-
ities at the park. The team 
seems to enjoy arts and 
crafts the most, although 
sports and games are also 
popular.

Olexis Tallent, Gianna 
Knapp, Jimmy and Chris-
tian all received votes for 
“Favorite Staff” – hey, what 
about some votes for the 
great high school football 
coach in charge of the pro-
gram?

They really like living 
in Winthrop, especially the 
beach and a big vote was 
cast for Twist and Shake for 
ice cream.

Here are the Racers’ re-
sponses to the question: 
What is Your favorite camp 
activity (FCA)?

Ben: Playground
Joseph: Playing Football
Avery: Arts and Crafts
Kourtney: Arts and 

Crafts
Zachary: Arts and Crafts
Charlie: Sports and 

Games
Ella: Snack Time

Meet the Green 
Knights

The Knights, ages 8-11, 
like their sports, and Win-
throp sure is a sports-mind-
ed town. Camp instructors 
Mark Amatucci, Sid Albert, 
and Anthony Conner all re-
ceived votes for “Favorite 
Staff” though one camper 
voted for two instructors 
– which would make them 
“co-favorites,” I guess.

When asked what the 
best part of living in Win-
throp was, one beautiful re-
sponse was: “Everything.” 
Another great response: 
“The people are really nice 
and I like the beach.”

Here are the Knights’ 
responses to the question: 
What is your favorite camp 
activity (FCA)?

 Dennis: Sports and 
Games

Maxx: Tennis
Dylan: Playground
Lucas: End-of-the-day 

free-time
Charlie: Sports and 

Games

The Green Knights and their instructors take a timeout from their football game for a group photograph.

The Blue Racers participate in a recreational activity in the Winthrop Summer Parks Program.

Sean Driscoll 
features teams 
in the Summer 
Parks Program 

Shop Safe, Shop Healthy
Haga sus compras de forma segura y saludable

East Boston
Farmers Market
El Mercado de agricultores de East Boston

Wednesdays 3:00 to 6:30pm, July 1 - October 15 
3:00 to 3:30pm for ages 60+ and high risk shoppers

Central Square Park
Across from Liberty Plaza Shopping Center,
at 200 Border Street

Miércoles de 3 a 6:30 de la tarde, 1 julio a 15 octubre • 3:00 a 3:30pm 
para personas mayores de 60 años y con alto riesgo

Enfrente de Liberty Plaza Shopping Center, 
200 Border Street

farmersmarket@ebnhc.org

Nuevo: ¡Encargos y entregas en línea!

New: Online Ordering and Delivery!
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Legislation targets 
accountability and 
analysis 

Staf report

Speaker DeLeo joined 
his colleagues in the Mas-
sachusetts House of Repre-
sentatives in passing An Act 
relative to accountability 
for vulnerable children and 
families, which strengthens 
the laws ensuring the safety 
and well-being of the Com-
monwealth’s youngest and 
most at-risk residents. 

Building on the House 
of Representative’s stead-
fast commitment to those 
served by the Department 
of Children and Families 
(DCF), this legislation ad-
dresses the needs of vulner-
able children and families 
that have also been ampli-

fied by the COVID-19 pub-
lic health crisis and further 
illuminated through the 
lens of racial equity. Spe-
cifically, this legislation 
strengthens DCF policies 
and operations, develops 
a tool to retain and recruit 
foster families, holds DCF 
accountable for timely, ac-
curate and relevant reports, 
and clarifies communica-
tion by the Child Advocate 
to the Legislature and state 
officeholders. The legisla-
tion compels data to ana-
lyze the impacts of remote 
learning on all children 
during the COVID-19 crisis 
with a focus on understand-
ing the disparate educa-
tional impacts on children 
served by DCF. Addition-
ally, the bill calls for a 
public service campaign to 
increase awareness of child 
abuse and neglect.

“Making sure that chil-
dren under the care of DCF 
are safe is one of my top per-
sonal priorities. It’s our job 
as representatives to keep 
these vulnerable young 
people free from harm. 
This bill will provide new 
tools to enhance the lives of 
these children, particularly 
in the age of COVID-19,” 
said House Speaker Robert 
A. DeLeo (D-Winthrop). “I 
thank Chair Garlick for her 
tremendous work on this 
effort and commend Lead-
er Donato as well as Chairs 
Michlewitz and Khan and 
my colleagues in the House 
for their work on this bill.”

 “I share the grave con-
cerns about the precipitous 
drop in child abuse and 
neglect reports during the 
COVID-19 crisis, which 
we believe is because the 
children, usually interact-
ing with mandated reporters 

including their educators, 
coaches, early education 
staff and childcare provid-
ers have not been ‘seen,’ ” 
said Representative Denise 
C. Garlick (D-Needham) 
Vice Chair of the House 
Committee on Ways and 
Means and leader of the 
Caring Collaboration for 
Vulnerable Children and 
Families. “With this bill, 
the House has demonstrat-
ed that we have not lost 
sight of the children, DCF’s 
accountability and the 
Commonwealth’s responsi-
bility.”

“This legislation will not 
only streamline the way the 
Department of Children & 
Families works but it will 
also prioritize the needs of 
our most vulnerable chil-
dren,” said Representative 
Aaron Michlewitz, Chair 
of the House Committee on 
Ways & Means (D-Boston). 
“These reforms will also al-
low the Department to bet-
ter handle the effects that 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had on this communi-
ty.”   

"Behind every data point 
required of DCF under 
this legislation there are 
families struggling to stay 

together and children ex-
periencing trauma who are 
looking for stability and 
love. This data and all of 
the requirements of H.4841 
build on the House of Rep-
resentative’s long-standing 
commitment to promoting 
the welfare of the Com-
monwealth’s most vulnera-
ble children and families,” 
said Representative Kay 
Khan, House Chair of the 
Joint Committee on Chil-
dren, Families and Persons 
with Disabilities (D-New-
ton). “I commend Speaker 
DeLeo for his leadership 
in ensuring this agency can 
succeed in protecting those 
who so greatly depend on 
the services DCF provides."

“As the Chair of the 
Foster Care Caucus and as 
a former foster care child, 
issues regarding the pro-
tection of children and the 
services provided by state 
agencies including DCF 
have always been central 
to me as a state representa-
tive,” said Representative 
Paul Donato (D-Medford).

The legislation addresses 
the needs of at-risk children 
and families through five 
major initiatives:

Measuring the Impact 

of COVID-19. The pub-
lic health pandemic has 
exacerbated concerns re-
garding all children across 
the Commonwealth, par-
ticularly those served by 
DCF. Since the declaration 
of the state of emergen-
cy on March 10th, reports 
of abuse and neglect have 
alarmingly decreased 51%, 
while home removals have 
dropped 60% over the same 
period of time. 

In order to best under-
stand the effects of the 
state of emergency related 
to COVID-19, this legisla-
tion requires DCF to report 
on various aspects of the 
child welfare and education 
system during the state of 
emergency. Specifically, 
the bill requires:

• DCF to report monthly 
to the Legislature on chang-
es in child abuse and ne-
glect cases;

• DCF to implement a 
public information cam-
paign to improve awareness 
of child abuse and neglect 
during the public health cri-
sis;

• DCF to report on ef-
forts to support the foster 
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Stay Home and let us 
deliver you the news!
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Kim Mahoney has a lot 
on her plate. As a full-time 
employee at Mass. General 
Hospital in the  In-terven-
tional Radiology Depart-
ment, the mother of two 
young boys still manages 
to carve out time to commit 
to her town, and it all stems 
from her ability to seek out 
and jump on fulfilling op-
portu-nities. When an op-
portunity arose to serve the 
town as an election worker 
last year, Mahoney didn’t 
think twice. 

“I felt like this was some-
thing that I could do be-
cause the time commitment 
was really just the elec-tion 
days and a short training 
session,” said Mahoney, 
who credits the experienced 
workers in precinct four 
for showing her the ropes. 
“The election days them-
selves are very long, but 
the work is so important. 
Access to voting is easy to 
take for granted.  As a vot-
er, getting in and out of the 

polls quickly and easily is 
important and I think that 
ease encourages participa-
tion in the political process. 
That's where election work-
ers come in. We try to be as 
efficient as possible while 
paying attention to detail.  
We do everything we can 
to ensure that every per-
son has an opportunity to 
vote when and where they 
are supposed to. I encour-
age anyone who is curious 

DRONE SAFETY 
The Massachusetts 

Port Authority (Massport) 
kicked off an advertising 
campaign aimed at edu-
cating the public about the 
safe use of drones. The 
campaign encourages drone 
operators to be responsible: 
“Fly your drone safely this 
Holiday Season. Know the 
Rules.” The ads will ap-
pear on print media, social 
media, and billboards. The 
campaign will run from 
Nov. 27, 2019-Jan. 10, 
2020. 

 Drones have been 
among the list of popular 
holiday gifts. According to 
the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA), nearly 
1.5 million drones are reg-
istered in the U.S. and a 
majority of them—over 1 
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364 MERIDIAN ST 
#2 EAST BOSTON

Reduced to Sell in Eagle Hill! Over-
sized 2 bedroom and 2 bathroom 
with stunning master suite. Open 
concept kitchen, dining and living 

areas. Hardwood floors, granite 
counters and stainless steel appli-
ances. Deck with  water views too! 

$599,900

195 GLADSTONE 
ST #1 EAST BOSTON

Newly remodeled 2 bed and 2 bath 
condominium with garage parking. 

Marble baths, quartz counters, 
hardwood floors and SS appliances. 

$499,900

3 LAMSON CT 
EAST BOSTON

Jeffries Point! 2 bedroom & 2.5 
bathroom townhomes have garage 
parking, private outdoor space, and 

amazing design and finishes.  
Walk to Maverick.  $829,900

36 EUTAW ST.
 EAST BOSTON

Eagle Hill Townhouse! 2 Bed/2 Bath 
townhouse with off-street parking. 

Open concept kitchen/dining/living 
room area with brand new kitchen, 
quartz counters and stainless steel 
appliances! Includes outdoor patio 

area too! $499,900

97 HORACE ST 
EAST BOSTON

2 Family 4-5 rms with 3 heated attic 
rooms, sep. utils, lg lot 5000 S.F., 

desirable Harborview location. 
Needs updating. Close to T & Beach 

Great Potential.   $839,900

15 TAPLEY AVE 
REVERE

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 11:30 - 1PM
Great singly family - New Kitchen 

and Bath! Granite Counters, Stain-
less Steel Appliances! 4 Bedrooms, 

1.5 Baths, New roof, Nice Patio, 
Conveninent location. $529,900

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.45  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice
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WE HAVE PARTY PLATTERS AND BAKERY PLATTERS 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS

WE HAVE POINSETTIAS AND 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS AVAILABLE

See KATE’S CORNER Page 2

Faison’s updates include new labor 
attorney, department heads training

Kate’s Corner
Ordinary People, Extraordinary Stories 

JOY & PEACE ON EARTH 
ART EXHIBIT AND MARKETPLACE

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZABriana and Alex Flannery took advantage of the holiday lighting ceremony to get some early time with Santa. Meanwhile, Lisa Curran with her grandson, Reed Bonnice, at the 28th annual Holiday Lighting ceremony on Nov. 29. Hundreds came out to enjoy caroling and jolly old Santa in the Centre – as it will be the last tree lighting before major infrastructure work begins in the business district. See more photos on Page 4.

28THANNUAL HOLIDAY TREE
LIGHTING CEREMONY

PHOTO BY MARIANNE SALZAKathryn Morgan and Debra Rideout buying Danny Dalo’s paper fan angels and wreath during the Joy & Peace on Earth Exhibit and Art Marketplace on Sunday, Dec. 1. The event was a hit and put on by the Winthrop Cultural Council.

By Laura Plummer

 At a succinct meeting of 
the Town Council on Tues-
day, Dec. 3, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison shared 
updates on four key issues 
impacting Winthrop and its 
citizens.

-New labor attorney
Faison introduced the 

Town’s latest hire, the new 
Labor Attorney, Elizabeth 
Valerio. Valerio is a partner 
at Valerio, Dominello & 
Hillman.

According to her web-
site, Valerio has experience 
representing government 
entities in their bargaining 
goals with labor unions. 
She has represented the 
Mass. Department of La-
bor Relations, the Mass. 
Commission Against Dis-
crimination, the Mass. Civil 
Service Commission, the 
Mass. Joint Labor Manage-
ment Committee and the 

federal Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission.

In addition, Valerio is a 
guest lecturer on the topics 
of employee discipline, em-
ployee leave, and education 
law and labor issues. She 
was awarded the Massa-
chusetts Super Lawyer dis-
tinction in 2005.

-Department heads 
training

Faison announced that 
department heads will be 
attending an offsite train-
ing on Dec. 17. The train-
ing has to do with keeping 
them informed of the laws 
regarding discrimination in 
the workplace. Massachu-
setts has laws on the books 
prohibiting unlawful work-
place discrimination based 
on an individual’s race, 
color, creed, native country, 
ancentry or sex. In addi-
tion, Massachusetts offers 
employees protection from 
sex-based wage discrimina-

tion, as well as special pro-
tections for female workers 
who become pregnant.

The training will also in-
clude a goal-setting activity 
that will inform the budget 
process. 

-Middle school zoning
The process for deter-

mining the zoning of the 
middle school is being as-
sessed by legal experts out-
side of town government. 
The purpose of this is to 
provide Council and resi-
dents with viable alterna-
tives.

-Win2030
The town manager pro-

vided a brief update on 
Win2030, which is the 
town’s vision for what it 
wants to achieve in the 
coming decade. The Met-
ropolitan Area Planning 
Council provided a sched-
ule for the last half of fiscal 
year 2020.

THANKSGIVING DAY GAME

NOT THIS TIME:  Winthrop’s Bryan Conceicao has a hold on Revere’s Joe Llanos to put a stop to a run during the Thanksgiving Day game. See more photos and story on Page 9.
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Special to the Transcript

Stoneham Selectwoman 
Caroline Colarusso official-
ly announced her campaign 
for U.S. Congress in the 
Massachusetts 5th Con-
gressional District to unseat 
incumbent Katherine Clark.

“The voters of the 5th 
Congressional District will 
have a real choice on No-
vember 3rd,” said Colarus-
so. “Voters want America 
to remain a nation of free 
individuals, equal under the 
law, with an impartial gov-
ernment, and an economy 
excluding no one.  Amer-
icans built America – not 
government.  Katherine 
Clark has lost her way – fo-
cused on her own advance-
ment, and on building an 
oversized government that 
frustrates the dreams of in-
dividual citizens.”

Colarusso grew up in 
Boston’s North End and 
moved to Stoneham over 
27 years ago.  Professional-
ly Caroline rose to the po-
sition senior management 

over a 25-year career in the 
federal system, recognized 
with performance awards 
as a “fix it role” specialist.  
“I worked in a male domi-
nated environment, turning 
around broken and mis-
managed operations.”  My 
federal career was never 
easy, but I am not the type 
of person that settles for the 
status quo.” Throughout 
her tenure as a member of 
the Stoneham Select Board 
Caroline has “never voted 
for a tax increase.”  Co-
larusso is known for over-
sight and accountability in 
government operations and 
working to lower tax bur-
dens for all residents. 

“Far left progressives 
like Katherine Clark arro-
gantly claim they can pro-
duce specific social results 
through federal direction of 
the most complicated econ-
omy in history.  They claim 
they can weigh the talents, 
interests, and drive of indi-
viduals – and then decide 
who should win and lose.  
They ‘know' what’s fair and 

best for you and your fam-
ily.  This conceit is wrong.  
Every failed socialist state 
proves it.  America’s suc-
cess with freedom over 
the last twelve generations 
should be celebrated – not 
regulated by government.”  
“You know what’s best for 
you, not Katherine Clark.” 
Parents know what is best 
for their children. That’s 
why in sharp contrast to 
Congresswoman Clark who 
opposes school choice, I 
will fight for educational 
equality for all students so 
that our economically dis-
advantaged minority stu-
dent populations will not 
be forced to attend schools 
based on their zip code.

“America is unique, 
America innovates, Amer-
ica is filled with achievers. 
America is a nation built on 
individual freedom – lib-
erty. My grandfather and 
great grandparents were im-
migrants who came here to 
seeking a better life. They 
found it in America, and 
passed that drive, determi-

nation, and hope to me.  We 
need to pass it along to our 
children and grandchildren.  
I’m running for Congress 
to stop Clark and her col-
leagues from constructing a 
system based on politicians 
picking winners and losers 
while destroying political, 
economic and religious 
freedom,” said Colarusso.  

Colarusso was also a 
longtime community vol-
unteer in youth settings 
and at the high school 
level. She helped coach 
the Stoneham High Girls 
Varsity Ice Hockey team 
during the years when the 
program was struggling. In 
1974 Caroline began her 
ice hockey days playing 
for the Winthrop Massport 
Jets.  She graduated magna 
cum laude from Emman-
uel College.  She and her 
husband Joseph have been 
married for 30 years and 
have 3 adult sons - Antho-
ny, Joseph, and Richard.  

For more information, 
visit my webpage at co-
larussoforcongress.com 

or email me at Caroline-
forCongress@gmail.com.  
My Twitter handle is @
CarolineforCon1. I can 

be found on facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/
CarolineColarussoforCon-
gress. 

Colarusso officially announces candidacy for U.S. Congress

Candidate for U.S. Congress Caroline Colarusso.

DeLeo joins House colleagues in bolstering commitment  to children and families

See HOUSE  Page 9
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Barbara Craig of Kan-
sas City, MO passed away 
peacefully at her home on 
July 12. She was 81 years 
old. 

Barbara was born on 
June 25, 1939 in Winthrop 
to Alfred and Dorothy 
(Kelly) Silva. She grew 
up in Winthrop and grad-
uated from Winthrop High 
School in 1956.  She lived 
in Revere for 49 years. 

On May 30, 1968 she 
married the love of her life, 
John E. Craig. From this 
marriage they had two chil-
dren. While in Revere, Bar-
bara was a member 

of the Revere Society for 
Cultural and Historic Pres-
ervation (RSCHP) and the 
Immaculate Guild. 

In 2017, she and John 
moved from the East Coast 
to Kansas City to be closer 
to her beloved grandchil-
dren. 

Barbara loved Elvis 
Presley; one of the family’s 
favorite memories is taking 
her to visit Graceland. 

In her later years, Barba-
ra found enjoyment going 
out to eat with her family 
and catching the latest ep-
isode of Days of Our Lives.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
John, who passed away in 
October of 2017; and sis-

ter, Elaine Cleary. She will 
be fondly remembered and 
greatly missed by her chil-
dren: William (Charlene) 
Craig and James (Kath-
leen) Craig; grandchildren, 
Meadow, 

Danica, Cory, Kyle, 
Leah, and Ailsa; her sister, 
Geraldine Crombie and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Services will be held pri-
vately in Massachusetts.

Maureen A. Bailey of 
Lincoln St., Winthrop 
passed away at the Kaplan 
Family Hospice in Danvers 
on July 8. She was 82 years 
old. 

Born in Winthrop, the 
beloved daughter of the 
late Agnes (Carlton) and 
Thomas Farley, she was 
the devoted wife of the 
late William G. Bailey and 
the loving mother of Wil-
liam Bailey of Arlington, 
Kevin Bailey of Boston, 
Kerry Reddy and her hus-
band, Chris of California 
and Thomas Bailey and his 
wife, Beth of Winthrop; 
dear sister of the late Ag-
nes, Bernard, Thomas and 
John Farley and cherished 
grandmother of Julia, Con-

nor, John, Owen, Shannon, 
Nick, Thomas and Teddy.

The Funeral Mass in St. 
John the Evangelist Church 
and interment in the River-
view Cemetery, Groveland 
were private. o sign the on-
line guestbook, go to www.
caggianofuneralhome.com.

Mr. Er-
nest “Ernie” 
Deeb, age 97, 
of Winthrop, 
passed away 
peacefully of 

natural causes 
on Sunday af-
ternoon, July 5, 
2020.

He was the son of Sha-
heen and Zahee Deeb, who 
immigrated from Lebanon, 
through Ellis Island in early 
1900, and was the brother 
to Jim, Nat, and Alice.

Shortly after returning 
home from the war, he 
married Rose Nassif, of the 
South End, and joined the 
Boston Fire Department.

Mr. Deeb is survived by 
his devoted sons, Ernie, 
Billy, Bobby, and Sammy, 
daughters-in-law Debbie, 
Terry, and Lisa. He also 
leaves grandchildren Jason, 
Jordan, Peter, Billy, Jenna, 
Bianca, Christina, Rob-
ert, Zachary, Sam, Nick, 
and Joe; great-grandchil-
dren Elias, Zacki, Cyrus, 
Soraya, Maddison, Pete, 
Milo, Lena, and Alex, all 
of Winthrop. He is also sur-
vived by many nieces and 
nephews, friends and rela-
tives. 

He loved his family and 
people in general. 

As the last surviving 
member of the Army’s 
150th Combat Engineer 
Battalion, and all-New 
England outfit, Mr. Deeb 
fought through six major 
European campaigns, in-
cluding “The Invasion of 
Normandy” and “The Bat-
tle of the Bulge.”

He and his fellow sol-
diers served under the com-
mand of General George S. 
Patton, and along with sur-
viving members of his Bat-
talion, later received “The 
Presidential Unit Citation” 
from President Harry Tru-
man for their contributions 
to the war effort and many 
outstanding achievements.

As a combat engineer, 
attached to the 4th Armor 
Division, he and the men 
of the 150th  built numer-
ous roads and bridges un-
der heavy fire that allowed 
General Patton’s 3rd  Army 
to advance across Europe 
and complete their mission.

A decorated Boston fire-
fighter and inspector, Mr. 
Deeb served with distinc-
tion for 31 years in a num-
ber of firehouses through-
out Boston. In 1959, while 
assigned to Ladder 22 in 
Charlestown, firefighters 
responded to alarm, where 

he rushed into a burning 
building, wrapped a three-
year-old toddler in a blan-
ket and carried her out to 
safety.  They had an emo-
tional meeting 50 years 
later.

In early 1970, Mr. Deeb 
was promoted to fire in-
spector and special hazards 
investigator. Assigned to 
the Boston City Hospital, 
he assisted them in obtain-
ing their accreditation. He 
also performed inspection 
at the Christian Science 
Center during construction, 
as well as many other city 
establishments. As special 
hazards investigator, he 
along with a photographer 
reported on vacant and 
abandoned buildings in the 
city that did not meet fire 
safety regulations and re-
quired codes.

Mr. Deeb was honored 
in 2007 by the Boston City 
Council for his heroism and 
devotion to duty for the six 
campaigns of World War II 
and his 31 years of service 
as a Boston firefighter and 
inspector. On June 6, the 
anniversary of D-Day, he 
was presented with a proc-
lamation by the City Coun-
cil, declaring June 6 as “Er-
nie Deeb Day” in the City 
of Boston.

He was further honored 
with a designation of a cor-
ner in Boston’s South End, 
with a sign that reads.“Deeb 
Corner,” where he was 
born and raised along with 
his family.

A private service was 
held on Wednesday, July 
8, 2020, with U.S. Mili-
tary and Boston Firefight-
er  Honor Guards present. 
He was very proud of his 
distinguished service.Inter-
ment was at Mount Bene-
dict Cemetery in West Rox-
bury where his wife Rose is 
buried.

Arrangements were en-
trusted to the Thomas Fu-
neral Home in Hyde Park. 
Donations can be made 
in his name to Disabled 
American Veterans of Bos-
ton Firefighters Death and 
Welfare Foundation.  
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All types of services
for all types of people.

Some people prefer traditional funeral 
services. Others prefer cremation. 

Some want an elaborate ceremony. 
Then there are others who don’t 
want any ceremony at all. When 
it comes to funerals, there are 
as many options as there are 

people. And we take pride in 
being able to say we offer them all.

(617) 846-8700
www.CaggianoFuneralHome.com. 

www.CremationsbyCaggianoFH.com

Caggiano
FUNERAL HOME

147 Winthrop Street • Winthrop, Massachusetts 02152
Telephone: 617-846-8700 Fax: 617-846-8701

www.caggianofuneralhome.com

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our 
price protection guarantee. 

Arrangements made at our  
facility or in the comfort of  

your own home
4 generations of  the Torf  Tradition:

Deborah Torf  Golden
Amy Torf  Golden

Hyman J. Torf  (1903-2000)
M.L. Torf  (1867-1940)

(617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

www.torffuneralservice.com

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

IT COSTS NO MORE TO HAVE.........

MAURICE W. KIRBY

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
• COMPARE OUR PRE-ARRANGED FUNERAL PLANS
• SPACIOUS PARKING AREA 
• SERVING ALL FAITHS

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

(617) 846-0909
210 WINTHROP ST., WINTHROP
WWW.MAURICEKIRBYFH.COM

Barbara Craig
Of Missouri, formerly of Winthrop and Revere

Maureen Bailey
Of Winthrop

Ernest ‘Ernie’ Deeb
World War II Combat Veteran and retired 

Boston Firefighter/ Inspector

LEGAL NOTICE

TOWN OF WINTHROP
LEGAL NOTICE
# 008-2020

You are invited to a 
Zoom webinar.
When: Jul 30, 2020 
07:00 PM Eastern Time 
(US and Canada)
Topic: Winthrop Board of 
Appeals Meeting
Please click the link be-
low to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/82390074281
Or iPhone one-tap : 
US: +13126266799, 
82390074281#  or 
+16465588656, 
82390074281# 
Or Telephone:
Dial(for higher quality, 
dial a number based on 
your current location):
US: +1 312 626 6799  or 
+1 646 558 8656  or +1 
301 715 8592  or +1 346 
248 7799  or +1 669 
900 9128  or +1 253 

215 8782 
Webinar ID: 823 9007 
4281
International numbers 
available: https://
us02web.zoom.us/u/
kemTUx6CAN
Notice is hereby given in 
accordance with Chapter 
40A of the Massachu-
setts General Laws and 
Chapter 17 of the Code 
of the Town of Winthrop 
that the Winthrop Board 
of Appeals will conduct a 
public hearing Thursday, 
July 30, 2020 on Zoom.
com at or after 7:00 p.m. 
upon the application 
of Steve & Jeanne 
Holgersen,  88 Locust St., 
Winthrop, MA 02152 The 
applicant seeks a permit 
to construct a 169.3 (x3) 
+ - sq. ft. three (3)  story 
addition to an existing 
single family structure at 
the above referenced ad-
dress.  According to the 
proposed building plan, 
the addition will have 2 
ft. overhang on the left 
side of the structure.   
The permit was denied 

in accordance to the 
Town of Winthrop Zoning 
By-Laws Chapter 17.16 
Dimensional Regulations 
due to the following 
reason.     
1. Noncompliance of 
proposed structure with 
respect to minimum side 
yard setback of 10 feet 
(section 17.16.020 J. 1.) 
Dimensional Regula-
tions.
                                                                                                   
Copies of the aforemen-
tioned application and 
plans are on file and 
available for inspection 
at the Town of Win-
throp’s website calendar 
with the agenda. 
Darren Baird, Chairman
Joanne M. DeMato, Clerk
Winthrop Board of 
Appeals

July 16, 2020
July 23, 2020

W

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114

(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU20P1014EA

Estate of:
Anna Grace

Ciarcia
Date of Death
04/30/2020

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has 
been filed by Judith A. 
Buono of Winthrop, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Judith A. Buono 
of Winthrop, MA be 
appointed as Personal 

Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond in an unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Pe-
tition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have 
a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
08/10/2020.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal Representa-
tive appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration 
is not required to file 
an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in 
any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of adminis-
tration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: June 29, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

7/16/20
W

care system;
• DCF to analyze the 

effect on virtual and vid-
eo technology on services 
during COVID-19;

• Department of El-
ementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) to work 
with DCF to provide an 
analysis of active remote 
learning participation rates 
during the COVID-19 cri-
sis, including participation 
rates of children with open 
DCF cases; and 

• DESE to coordi-
nate with DCF to develop 
a statewide plan to ensure 
effective and ongoing en-
gagement relative to re-
mote learning, including 
guidance and best practices 
for engaging the most vul-
nerable and at-risk students 
and families.

Quality Improvement. 
The House of Representa-
tives remains committed 
to ensuring accountability 
related to critical incidents 
that result in a fatality or 
near fatality, while also re-
viewing those critical inci-
dents that are highlighted 
by systemic weaknesses. 

This bill installs certain 
safeguards, including re-
quirements for DCF to re-
view the case transfer poli-
cy to improve protocols for 
complex cases, and create a 
managerial review in reuni-
fication decisions. It also 
requires social services 
programs to communicate 
more promptly with social 
workers conducting client 
and collateral checks.

Foster Parents’ Bill of 
Rights. Concerns of uncer-
tainty regarding the rights 
of foster parents and the re-
sponsibilities of DCF relat-
ed to training and processes 
have been intensified by 
COVID-19. This bill re-
quires DCF to create a Fos-
ter Parents’ Bill of Rights 
outlining the relationship 
between the department 
and foster parents. A clear 
articulation of the rights of 

foster parents and the re-
sponsibilities of DCF will 
increase confidence and 
trust and is designed to re-
tain and recruit foster fam-
ilies.    

Strengthening the In-
tegrity of the Office of the 
Child Advocate. The Office 
of the Child Advocate is 
statutorily required to en-
sure the highest quality of 
services and supports are 
provided to safeguard the 
health, safety, and well-be-
ing of all children receiv-
ing services across the 
Commonwealth. This bill 
requires the Child Advo-
cate to report any findings 
of critical incident reports 
that result in the death of 
a child due to a reasonable 
belief that a state agency 
failed in its duty to protect 
a child, jointly and simul-
taneously, to the governor, 
attorney general, speaker of 
the house, and senate pres-
ident before the agency in 
question.

Data Reporting Initia-
tive. In response to serious 
events and concerns about 
children in DCF care, the 
Legislature has historical-
ly directed DCF to com-
plete various reporting re-
quirements; however, the 
agency has been unable to 
fulfill its statutory require-
ments to complete all re-
ports. This bill updates and 
streamlines DCF reporting 
requirements to ensure the 
delivery of timely and rele-
vant data in both a compre-
hensive annual report and 
robust quarterly reports. In 
addition, DCF is required 
to detail actions it has taken 
to provide culturally com-
petent services to children 
and families and report on 
transition planning, fair 
hearings, reports made 
to the Ombudsman, and 
a detailed accounting of 
services provided through 
contracted agencies.

The bill now moves to 
the Senate.

To place a  memoriam 
in the  Winthrop Sun 
Transcript, please call 

781-485-0588
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MGC SEES NEED 
FOR BEACHAM ST. 
IMPROVEMENTS

CHELSEA - The City 
and the Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
(MGC) can agree on one 
thing – that Beacham Street 
needs significant monies to 
improve the path to the En-
core Boston Harbor casino 
for guests and employees.

The Beacham Street 
corridor is one of the only 
connections from Chelsea 
to the casino, and it is also 
a major freight corridor for 
the region’s food supply 
from the New England Pro-
duce Market, and the MGC 
voted on June 25 to award 
$1.5 million to Chelsea to 
assist in building out their 
re-construction of Bea-
cham.

The City applied for two 
grants from the MGC’s 
mitigation funds, which 
was rare for one project to 
request significant funds for 
mitigation. Nevertheless, 
the MGC’s review board 
felt Beacham was very im-
portant.

They awarded $500,000 
from the Specific Impact 
Program based on a Casino 
Traffic Study the City con-
ducted showing more traf-
fic after the casino opened. 
Then the City also got a 
$1 million grant from the 
Transportation Construc-
tion Program. 

“We’re indescribably ex-
cited and pleased with the 
Gaming Commission’s de-
cision,” said Planner Alex 
Train. “This is a benefit to 
the community as well. By 
getting this Mass Gaming 
grant, we can finance the 
project independently and 
allows the City to finance 
other capital projects. It re-
lieves an immense financial 
burden on us given the cur-
rent fiscal condition.”

The project has been in 
the works for some time, 
and is just about ready to go 
to construction. Train said 
it has been fully engineered 
and designed. It has also 
been permitted and the City 
plans to release it for bids 
this month.

“This project will allow 
the corridor to further its 
use as a freight corridor, but 
also it will allow it to be-
come more of a pedestrian 
and bicycle corridor,” he 
said.

The project is a full re-
construction of the area, 
including new drainage 
with double the capacity for 
flood absorption. They will 
rehabilitate the sewer and 
water piping, and do a full-
depth reconstruction of the 
roadway.

There will also be a 
shared use path installed for 
pedestrians and cyclists and 
landscaping installed along 
the corridor to “green up” 
the area.

The City has already re-
ceived federal grant money 
for the project, and some 
state money as well. Everett 
is in the midst of planning 
their section of the project 
as well, which will allow 
for the entire Beacham 
Street stretch between 
Chelsea and Everett to be 
one, matching, contiguous 
reconstruction.

The corridor has not 
been seriously improved, 
Train said, since it was built 
in the 1960s.

MURAL ON FIFTH 
STREET PLANNED

CHELSEA - Active 
members of the community 
and the arts community in 
Chelsea are being sought to 
plan and design a massive 
mural on Fifth Street to be 
painted by highly-regarded 
muralist David Fichter.

The Chelsea Cultural 
Council has approved fund-
ing provided by the State 
Gaming Commission to 
engage the highly regarded 
muralist David Fichter to 
create an 80-foot mural for 
the Fifth Street side of 466 
Broadway.

Over the next five 
months the design will be 
developed with input from 
members of the community, 
and Downtown Coordinator 
Mimi Graney is recruiting 
members of the community 
for a Steering Committee. 
Fichter will paint the design 
on aluminum panels in his 
studio over the winter and 
the Chelsea Heritage Mu-
ral will be installed in late 
May/early June 2021.

“David has a distinctive, 
realistic style that features 
the people, architecture and 
other details reflective of 
the mural location,” said 
Graney. “For over 30 years 
he has created murals and 
mosaics, taking him all 
over the United States and 
internationally, including 
Nicaragua, Armenia, and 
Georgia. You likely have 
seen some of his work in 
high profile locations like 
the Alewife T station.

“What’s exciting about 
working with David is 
that his approach is to col-
laborate closely with the 
community in the devel-
opment of the design,” she 
continued. “Working with 
residents of all ages, he’s 
completed more than 200 
permanent murals that have 
become beloved local land-
marks that communicate 
the story of each neighbor-
hood.”

Over a series of virtual 
meetings members of the 
Steering Committee will be 
working progressively to 
define the mural’s theme, 
identify specific elements 
to include in the mural, 
source reference images for 
his illustration, and reach 
out to other members of the 
community for gather their 
input.

Art skills are not re-
quired, Graney said.

“We’re looking for folks 
who are reflective of the 
city and who are ready to 
contribute their ideas and 
insights on the people, his-
tory and architecture of 
Chelsea,” she said.

The Steering Committee 
will be most active through 
the design development 
phase with four meetings 
held between July to No-
vember. The decision-mak-
ing and design process will 
be sequential so they are 
seeking a consistent group 
through these four meetings 
to build on the ideas and to 
keep the project moving 
forward.

BREAD OF LIFE 
KEEPS HELPING

EVERETT - As the 
COVID-19 pandemic con-
tinues into the summer 
months, it can be taken 
for granted that the need 
for many families to ac-
cess food continues just as 
strongly as it did in April or 
May.

Lines at the Food Pan-
tries in Everett have not let 
up as the months have gone 
on, and that’s why Bread of 
Life introduced their pop-
up food pantry at the Lafay-
ette School in late May.

The pantry has a walk-up 
option, but it also has a very 
smooth drive-thru option 
as well – which involves 
much less contact and time 
than the pantries with lines 
for service.

Tainara Candido runs the 
pop-up, which takes place 
from 3-5 p.m. every Thurs-
day at the Lafayette front 
door. She said there are no 
requirements, and the pop-
up – which has operated out 
of City Hall for years – sim-
ply wants to get food into 
the hands of needy people.

“There are no require-
ments and no one has to 
prove anything to get help,” 
she said. “There definite-
ly is still a huge need in 
Everett. I really think this 
one can be easier for a lot 
of people. The need is there 
and I don’t think everyone 
is aware of all the places 
giving out food, like ours.”

Last week the traffic at 
the pantry was steady, and 
Candida said they serve 

about 200 families per 
week that drive thru or walk 
up on a Thursday.

The first week, on May 
28, they had 240 families 
come through.

Patty Kelly of Bread of 
Life said they have served 
555 households in June, 
and a total of 795 house-
holds since they opened in 
May.

“We’ve been in City Hall 
for quite some time,” said 
Kelly. “City Hall is closed 
for now and the need in 
Everett continues to grow. 
There are other food re-
sources in Everett, which 
is wonderful, but there is 
need for more. That’s why 
we decided to add a day on 
Thursdays.”

Candida said the site is 
really smooth, and almost 
made for such a system.

“I do like the site because 
it’s visible and for us it’s 
a quick and easy set-up,” 
she said. “For those com-
ing, you just drive down 
the street, get the food and 
leave.”

Last Thursday, cars came 
in one after another in the 
afternoon. Volunteers asked 
where they were from, just 
for record keeping purpos-
es, and then they proceeded 
to the distribution point, 
where volunteers loaded 
their food in the trunk or 
back seat.

Margaret Mato, her 
son Samuel Costa and his 
friend, Vinicius Terra, have 
been volunteering at the La-
fayette for several weeks. 
Mato said there is so much 
need, and it’s something 
she can do to help.

“I always like to do vol-
unteer work and I do volun-
teer at my church too,” she 
said. “It’s our way to help 
others who need it. There 
are a lot of people who are 
in need. Some don’t know 
or aren’t aware this is here. 
So, I always tell everyone 
about it too. My son and his 
friend didn’t want to come 
the first time. Now, they 
have a lot of fun and they 
like to help. It’s good to 
know when times are tough 
whom you can count on.”

Other volunteers are 
needed to help load up the 
truck at Bread of Life in 
Malden and unload it at 
the Lafayette. Volunteers 
are also needed to break 
down the pantry and take 
supplies back to Malden. 
Likewise, many volunteers 
there come from Encore 
Boston Harbor and with 
them going back to work, 

there could be a shortfall of 
hands to help. Anyone who 
would like to participate 
can contact Bread of Life’s 
Candido at tcandidobol@
gmail.com, 781-281-8302.

She said they would at 
least be at the Lafayette 
through the summer.

“We know we’ll be here 
every Thursday at least 
through the end of the sum-
mer,” she said.

GRANT WILL 
STUDY INDUSTRIAL 
WATERFRONT 
ZONING

EVERETT - The indus-
trial waterfront on Lower 
Broadway has always been 
something accepted by Ev-
erett residents as no-go ter-
ritory – a place with a lot of 
potential, but one that has 
been blocked off from the 
community for two genera-
tions, if not more.

On that waterfront, there 
are nearly 300 acres of land 
in the state’s Designated 
Port Area (DPA) zone – a 
zone that requires all uses 
inside of the boundaries to 
be for maritime industrial 
purposes. That has been a 
limiting factor for Everett 
for more than 50 years on 
its waterfront, as nothing 
else but those uses can take 
place there. To date, it has 
stopped strong business-
es like Schnitzer Steel and 
Mystic Generating Station 
– among others, but it has 
not allowed any access to 
one of the more beautiful 
sections of waterfront in the 
city.

That could all change 
as the City has received 
a $100,000 grant and the 
support of the Massachu-
setts Gaming Commission 
(MGC) to study the DPA 
on Everett’s waterfront – 
which is adjacent to the En-
core Boston Harbor casino 
– and perhaps change some 
of the restrictions on those 
uses there.

“It’s the first time we’re 
taking a focused look on 
uses in the DPA,” said City 
Planner Tony Sousa. “The 
study is going to look at the 
potential of what it could 
be. We are very thankful to 
the MGC for getting it start-
ed. They agree with us that 
this is the next frontier.”

DPAs – prior to 
COVID-19 – have been 
under fire over the last 
five years as construction 
of housing has fired up, 
and most want to live near 
downtown and on the wa-
terfront. Few places fit the 
bill like the Lower Mystic 
River in Everett, Chelsea 
and Charlestown. Already, 
last year, neighborhood 

leaders in Charlestown 
threatened to take another 
look at the DPA in Charles-
town to unlock some par-
cels for recreation. That 
was dropped when several 
amenities were included in 
a new lease agreement with 
MassPort. In Chelsea, a full 
review of their DPA with the 
Coastal Zone Management 
(CZM) agency in 2018 bore 
mixed results. Some parts 
Chelsea wanted out of its 
DPA on the Chelsea Creek 
were kept in, and other 
places they weren’t excited 
about particularly were tak-
en out. It is a process that is 
full up to CZM and to the 
maritime businesses that 
inhabit the DPA. That said, 
including the MGC, believe 
the Everett DPA could be 
a different story given that 
a $2.1 billion resort casi-
no lies but 200 yards from 
the boundary of the DPA. 
This has also been a fact 
that Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
has touted for many years, 
most recently when Encore 
opened last summer.

Tom Philbin, waterfront 
and resiliency director for 
Everett, said there are plen-
ty of examples of DPAs 
throughout Massachusetts 
being altered for different 
uses, including hotels and 
HarborWalks.

Sousa said he could en-
vision some sort of cruise 
ship terminal to comple-
ment Black Falcon in the 
Seaport and to serve En-
core. Meanwhile, he said 
a helicopter heliport that is 
needed in Greater Boston 
could be located in the DPA 
as well. He said it will also 
be important to work with 
the strong businesses that 
are there, and also to com-
plement the plans being 
made for Lower Broadway 
in the future by Encore and 
others.

“I’m super-excited be-
cause this is what starts it 
all – the Lower Broadway 
Master Plan we’ve been 
talking about for years,” 
he said. “There will be 
transformative. It’s hard to 
believe we have the ability 
and it can open up a lot of 
opportunities to build off 
the strong businesses that 
are there. We were real-
ly excited as a City to get 
that grant. It’s always been, 
‘Hey, it’s the DPA. We can’t 
do anything.’ This will be 
looking at it with an open 
mind.”

Philbin said the first step 
will be procuring the grant 
money from the MGC, and 
then getting a consultant 
on board sometime in July 
or August. That will lead 
to a one-year study which 
will solicit community and 
business input, and will up-
date the existing Municipal 
Harbor Plan done several 
years ago ahead of Encore’s 
construction. That study 
will then be submitted in 
2021, likely, to CZM, who 

will analyze it and look to 
see if there is any room for 
altering the DPA in Everett.

There are about 100 ad-
ditional acres of land in the 
DPA that is over the City 
Line in Chelsea, and they 
will likely become a partner 
eventually in the study.

EHCA HOLDS 
MEETING ON 
PROJECTS

EAST BOSTON - At the 
end of June the Eagle Hill 
Civic Association (EHCA) 
board held its first ‘virtual’ 
meeting on ZOOM in or-
der to once again begin in-
forming the community of 
development projects and 
other issues happening in 
the neighborhood. 

At the virtual monthly 
meeting, EHCA members 
received information on 
four development projects 
from Attorneys Jeff Drago 
and Richard Lynds. 

The first project at 231 
Saratoga St.,  Drago pro-
posed a renovation project 
to change the occupancy 
of the existing residential 
dwelling from three to four 
rental units. 

Drago explained to the 
group that the fourth unit 
will be a garden level apart-
ment and the height of the 
building would remain un-
changed. 

The existing tenants in 
the three units would re-
main during renovation and 
the new garden level would 
be available to a potential 
new tenant.

Drago said prior to the 
COVID pandemic he and 
the owner met with abut-
ters and the only concerns 
expressed were over the 
lack of parking and the dis-
ruption that current tenants 
may experience during con-
struction. 

Drago said the next proj-
ect at 226-228 Princeton 
St. calls for renovating the 
existing 5 unit residential 
home and adding three 
units with five parking 
spaces. The pan calls for 
building an additional sto-
ry to the three story home 
while keeping the mansard 
roof. 

Drago explained there 
would be no change to the 
building’s footprint and the 
side and rear yard will re-
main the same. 

The proposal also called 
for additional landscaping 
in the backyard. 

Some at the meeting 
expressed disapproval of 
the extensive renovations. 
Others argued if EHCA 
members voted in favor 
of changing a three story 
home into a four story home 
it would open a Pandora’s 
Box and future developers 

See METRO NEWS Page 11See METRO NEWS Page 11

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

NEW POLICE CHIEF IN REVERE

Numerous law enforcement officials attended the swear-
ing-in of new Revere Police Chief David Callahan last week 
at City Hall, including Saugus Police Chief Michael Ricciar-
delli (top left), Massachusetts State Police Troop A Com-
mander Matthew Gravini and Executive Officer Captain 
Nunzio Orlando (top right), and Troopers Joseph MacFar-
lane and Carlo Mastromattei (left). 
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might want to do the same 
thus changing the character 
of Eagle Hill. 

EHCA member Charlie 
Lograsso said the renova-
tions were not historical-
ly appropriate and would 
destroy the character of 
the Victorian building. 
He urged the developer 
to change the design and 
come back to the group. 

The next project at 141 
Falcon St. was pitched by 
Lynds and called for ren-
ovating the existing home 
in order to maintain and 
preserve the existing struc-
ture while changing the oc-
cupancy from two to three 
residential condo units. 

The project also called 
for building a rear addition 
and dormers to create a mix 
of one, two and three-bed-
room units that would 
range in size from 1,025 - 
1,100 square feet.

EHCA members ap-
proved the proposal be-
cause it does not destroy 
the elegant Victorian home. 
However, Lograsso, who 
advocates for historic pres-
ervation on Eagle Hill, 
wanted to see the develop-
er add a little more original 
detail to the design. 

The final project, again 
proposed by Lynds, was at 
an old industrial warehouse 
at 98-100 Condor St. 

There, Lynds’s client 
plans to renovate the build-
ing in order to maintain 
and preserve the existing 
historical structure while 
changing occupancy from a 
commercial warehouse and 
manufacturing plant to 39 
residential rental units with 
parking for 15 vehicles. 

Lynds said there would 
also be onsite bike storage 
as well as other building 
amenities like a fitness cen-
ter and common room. 

Lynds said units are in-

tended to accommodate 
the city’s compact living 
policy and five of the 39 
units would be set aside as 
affordable housing units 
under the BPDA’s inclu-
sionary policy. 

Lynds said the property 
has an area for open space 
but no waterfront access 
because his client does not 
own the lot behind the pro-
posal that runs along the 
Chelsea Creek. 

EHCA members liked 
the plans, especially the 
proposed green roof but 
made a request for more 
affordable housing units 
and pick-up spots for Uber/
Lyft. 

EDWARDS CALLS 
FOR THE COUNCIL 
TO HAVE MORE 
BUDGETARY 
POWERS

EAST BOSTON -  His-
torically Boston has fol-
lowed a ‘Strong-Mayor’ 
form of government as op-
posed to a “Weak Mayor” 
system practiced by small 
or mid-sized cities and 
towns across the country. 

In the Strong Mayor sys-
tem Mayor Martin Walsh is 
given almost total adminis-
trative authority and a clear, 
wide range of political in-
dependence, with the pow-
er to appoint and dismiss 
department heads without 
council approval and little 
or no public input. 

Under this system 
Walsh, like Boston mayor’s 
before him, prepares and 
administers the city budget, 
although the council often 
must approve that budget, 
and has veto power over 
council votes. 

This differs from a 
weak-mayor system where 
the mayor has no formal 
authority outside the coun-
cil, cannot directly ap-

point or remove officials, 
and lacks veto power over 
council votes.

This week, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards filed 
a proposed amendment to 
Boston’s city charter that 
would give the Boston City 
Council budgetary powers 
equal to those of the May-
ors. 

The historic proposal 
was filed under a provision 
in state law that allows lo-
cal elected officials to pro-
pose amendments to city 
charters which have never 
been used before. 

“I’ve spent a lot of time 
over the past few weeks 
thinking about how to an-
swer the calls for systemic 
change and investment in 
our future,” said Edwards. 
“An annual up or down 
vote alone on the mayor’s 
budget cannot bring about 
the long term change that 
is needed and that people 
are calling for. That change 
will not come from any one 
vote or annual budget. It’s 
time to break the wheel of 
Boston’s budget making 
process. This will take time, 
research, negotiations, and 
sustained conversations 
about what we want to in-
vest in as a city. Until we 
change the budget process, 
we don’t have an opportu-
nity to have those conversa-
tions in a meaningful way.” 

According to Edwards 
the proposed amendment 
specifically targets the bud-
getary powers of the City 
and is separate from the 
complete charter reform 
the councilor proposed ear-
lier this year. “Boston can 
move forward on specific 
reforms to our budgetary 
process even as we pursue 
a democratic process to 
examine the entire char-
ter,” said Edwards. “That 
process will require much 
more organizing and even-
tually candidates will have 
to run for an opportunity 

to write the charter. I am 
still committed to writing 
a clear, accessible, com-
plete charter but right now 
people are asking for direct 
impact and influence on our 
budget. We can give them 
that power by modernizing 
and democratizing the bud-
getary process and expand-
ing participatory budgeting, 
which would give residents 
greater control over por-
tions of the budget.” 

Under Massachusetts 
General Laws, a member 
of the city council may sug-
gest a charter amendment. 
After a hearing and final 
vote by the city council the 
Attorney General must ap-
prove the question’s con-
stitutionality and then it 
will be put to the voters to 
decide in November 2021. 
This proposal would be the 
first known charter amend-
ment to be implemented us-
ing this process. 

If Boston voters approve 

this amendment next fall, 
the Boston City Council 
and the Mayor would share 
power over the city’s bud-
get. This includes the abil-
ity to create proposals for 
the city’s capital and oper-
ating budgets, change line 
items within the proposals, 
allocate parts of the budget 
for a participatory budget 
process (voter direct alloca-
tion), and amend the budget 
for Boston Public Schools. 

Additionally, this change 
would also give the city 
council tools to more 
quickly respond to the need 
for budget cuts in times 
of fiscal austerity and al-
low for public deliberation 
on what services could or 
should be reduced without 
lasting harm. This change 
also allows for earlier bud-
getary deliberation should 
either the Mayor or Council 
desire to do so.

COUNCIL TO 
RETURN TO 
CHAMBERS

REVERE - City Coun-
cil President Patrick Keefe 
said the 11-member Coun-
cil will return to the Joseph 
A. DelGrosso Chambers at 
City Hall for its next meet-
ing on July 27.

The Council has been 
participating remotely 
in meetings for the past 
few months during the 
COVID-19 health crisis.

“We’re working out the 
details and our intention 
is to hold our meetings in 
the Chambers with restric-
tions,” said Keefe. “It’s a 
good sign that’s we’ll be 
back at City Hall and I feel 
it’s a better format for our 
meetings to be held in our 
historic Chambers. And the 
meetings will still be broad-
cast live on Revere TV. ”

Metro News // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10
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SELLING YOUR AUTO? 
Call for our 4 week 
special! Call 781-485-
0588

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available now 
in Revere, East Boston 
and Lynn. Call today 617-
610-0053 or visit www.
americasober.com
--------------------------------

APT FOR 
RENT

WINTHROP - Ft. Heath 
Apts. - Ocean View
1 & 2 BR apts. in 
mod. shoreline 
bldg. Non-smoking/
no pets. Steps to beach, 
minutes to Boston.
Pool, billiards, exercise 
facility, lounge, pkg. Heat 
& HW incl. 617-846-7300 
Debra.
7/15

House for Rent
Beachmont area, 2nd 
floor, 2 Bdrm, 2 car 
pky, central air, walk to 
beach, shopping, T.
References Required.
617-846-0106
$1,700/mo
7/15, 7/22

Revere House for sale 
by owner; 4 bdrm, 3 
bath, hdwd floors, 4 car 
parking, New large stamp 
concrete yard. AC / front 
& back patio. Call Judy 
617-413-8890
7/15, 7/22

HOUSE FOR 
RENT

HOUSE FOR 
SALE

Cleaning
Home -Apartment

Good prices & references

services

Free estimates

617-309-7081
Offices

CONTRACTOR

MOVERS

Ronnie Z.
Leave Your  

Moving To Us
Whether It Be One Piece or More!

Call Ronnie
781-321-2499

For A Free Estimate

10% OFF FOR SENIOR CITIZENS, 
VETERANS & DISABLED

JUNK 
REMOVAL

FENCING

PAINTING

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

“We Get The Job Done The First Time On Time”

• Shingle and Rubber Roofs
• All Types of Siding • Gutters
• Window Replacement • Decks

• Flashing • And More...
Phone: 617-650-2246

USRemodelingBos@gmail.com

USA Roofing 
& Remodeling

ROOFING REPAIRS

John J. Recca 
Painting

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

781-241-2454

HOME REPAIR

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Marcello De Souza
Roofing specialist

MARCELLO 
ROOFING

• ASPHALT • SHINGLES
• SLATE + RUBBER ROOFS

SERVING THE BOSTON AREA SINCE 1997
CELL: 617-206-7862 | OFFICE: 617-507-1703

20 AUGUSTUS ST., REVERE, MA, 02151
LICENSED & INSURED CSL 100141

Roberta Will
• Painting 

• Wall Papering 
• Decorative Painting 

• Murals 
617-846-8992

DISPOSAL

MOVING OR SELLING
Do you have a lot of good stuff to get 
rid of? Call us! We will take it away 
free! Give us a call and let us take a 

look at what you have. 
Call Jim at 857-251-1622

$FREE$ $FREE$Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!

Scottie’s
Multi-Services
Clean-Outs
Demo/Removal 
                    Inside & Out
Residential+ Business
CALL 781-971-0119

CLEANING SERVICES CONSTRUCTION

G Curb Cuts G Landscaping G Water Lines G Excavation
G Concrete Foundations G Retaining Walls G Stone Delivery

G Bobcat Service G Concrete G Seal CoatG Sewer Lines G Free Fill
BOB 781-284-6311

617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T
Family Operated

Since 1963

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION

R. SASSO & SONS

P L E A S E  R E C Y C L E

Rae Anne
DePamphilis
55 Johnson Avenue
Winthrop MA 02152

617.435.7775

raeannedep@gmail.com

EXTERMINATOR

Winthrop'Winthrop's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

TO ADVERTISE IN OUR SERVICE DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 X110 OR EMAIL KBRIGHT@REVEREJOURNAL.COM

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

1 col. x  
1 inch
$60.00

For 3 Months
($5/wk)

Painting 
(interior/exterior) 
Carpentry, 

Pressure 
Washing, 
Kitchen & 

Bath 
Remodeling

Builder’s Lic: #1008
40 Years Experience

Call Joe
781-289-0534

LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

POOL INSTALLATION

Commercial Pool
Above & In-ground Pools - 

Replacement Liners 
Filters - Accessories - Installation - Repairs

    Openings - Closings - Gunite Pool Repairs
Compare the quality!

“Your Full Service Company”
Est. 1974

781-632-5750

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

WINTER
SPECIALS

Always the Best Value

Roofing & Siding
by V.S.R.

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Custom Porches & Decks  
Windows  Gutters  Commercial 
Flat & Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

Family 
Fence Co.

A Family 
Trade for over 

50 Years!
• Wood

•  Chainlink
• PVC

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Joe!

857-800-7323
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By John Lynds

The 1950s and 1960s 
were the height of the drive-
in movie theater craze that 
swept the U.S. and was im-
mortalized in such films de-
picting the era like Grease 
and the Last Picture Show. 

In Winthrop, the Suf-
folk Downs Drive-In that 
opened in the mid 1950s 
was a place where teens of 
the era would meet, a place 
to take a date and a weekly 
summer tradition for en-
tire Winthrop families that 
would put their children in 
pajamas and watch the lat-
est films from their cars. 

And everyone that grew 
up during that time has fond 
memories of the unique 
drive-in that was under a 
Logan Airport flightpath 
and in a marsh. Yes, the 
noise and bugs were some-
times a problem but every-
one agreed it was a lot of 
fun and full of great mem-
ories. 

“I went on a date there 
with my now husband,” 
said Phyllis Campagna 
D’Amato. “I was not sup-
posed to go for a drive in. I 

had to be home at 9:30 pm. 

Of course we didn’t notice 
the time and I was in a pan-
ic because now I was late 
getting home. We quickly 
left the drive in but forgot 
to take the speaker out of 
the window and it smashed 
his car window.”

Like the drive-in scene 
straight out of Grease, Ray 
Poirier said he remembers 
years ago they would charge 
per person so he’d ghide his 
friends in the trunk. Even-
tually the drive-in operators 
caught on to the teen prank 
and started charging $5 per 
car for admittance. 

JoAnne Overlan Vitiello 
said her dad never really 
liked the drive-in, but her 
mother did and  convinced 
him to take her and her 
brother from time to time.  

“We hid under a blanket 
so my parents only paid for 
two people,” said Vitiello. 
“One time when we were 
leaving, my brother forgot 
to take the speaker out of 
the window and it pulled 
out the speaker and broke 
the window. Needless to 
say that was the last time 
we went as kids. However, 
when I went as a teenager 
we would go in two or three 
cars and park beside each 
other and bring pepperoni 
and provolone with fresh 
Italian bread and pass it 
from car to car.”

Recently, HYM Invest-

ments Group, who is devel-
oping the Suffolk Downs 
site into a large mixed use 
development, announced it 
is returning the drive-in to 
Suffolk Downs after a 50 
year absence. 

“As we plan for the long-
term redevelopment of the 
site, we are looking at dif-
ferent ways to honor Suf-
folk Downs’ rich entertain-
ment history,” said Thomas 
O’Brien, founding partner 
and managing director 
of The HYM Investment 
Group. “We saw an oppor-
tunity with a drive-in movie 
series to provide commu-
nities with events that can 
be enjoyed safely during 
the current public health 
crisis, while also offering 
family-friendly and cultur-
ally-diverse programming 
to reflect the rich diversity 
of the community here.”

HYM will host a sum-
mer-long Weekly Movie 
Series  starting Thursday 
July 16 through Sept. 10. 

The first two films to 
be shown will be Grease 
on July 16 and Field of 
Dreams on July 23. Movie 
will be announced biweek-
ly at www.summerscre-
enatsuffolkdowns.com. The 
Summer Screen at Suffolk 
Downs aims to curate a col-
lection of movies as diverse 
as the community and sur-
rounding cities and towns. 

Films will satisfy var-
ious ages, audiences, and 
cultures, including Spanish 
language movies.

O’Brien said the event 
space will have capacity for 
300 vehicles, with a limit of 
up to six people per vehicle. 
Viewers will be able to park 

their cars on-site to enjoy 
movies every Thursday. 
Each vehicle will be parked 
6 feet apart from each oth-
er, attendees will remain 
in their cars unless going 
to the bathroom or a food 
truck, and attendees will 
be required to wear a mask 

any time they are outside of 
their vehicle. 

All events will require 
one ticket per car to enter 
and tickets will cost $15. 
All visitors should practice 
city and state recommenda-
tions on social distancing.

  

Beach Baby
Pages

Independent’s 
20th Annual

  

Join us in putting your Beach 
Baby in our 20TH ANNUAL 

BEACH BABY PAGES! 
Photos should be at a beach or swimming pool setting.

Please include your child's name and the paper you wish 
to be published in.

SEND YOUR BEACH BABY TO: promo@reverejournal.com by  
Thursday, August 13th

Photos will be published in our Aug. 25 and 26 issues of The Revere Journal, 
Winthrop Sun Transcript, Lynn Journal, The Everett Independent, 

Chelsea Record & East Boston Times.

Not responsible for lost or unpublished Photos.

Better Ingredients. Better Paints.

Our proprietary colorants are engineered for  
greater durability and fade resistance.
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Shown above (left) An aerial view of the Suffolk Downs Drive-In circa late 1950s beside an aerial view of Suffolk Downs’s fromer racetrack oval where 
HYM Investment Group will host a summer drive-in series starting Thursday.

Drive-in to return to Suffolk Downs for the first time in 50 years

A ticket stub showing a 
70 cent cost per person to 
see a movie at the Suffolk 
Downs Drive-In. 

An old advertisement poster for movies playing at the Suffolk Downs Drive-in.

q
DID YOU KNOW?

Recycled newspapers 
can be made into 

cereal boxes, egg cartons, pencil barrels, grocery 
bags, tissue paper and so much more, including 

new newspapers!


